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The photograynre prefixed to this volume is from a 

^ portrait of J. Q. Adams, painted in London by J. S. Copley, 

V in the spring of 1796, and seat by the artist in the early part 

^ o£ the following year aa a preaent to John Adams and hia 

wife. The original, belonging to C. F. Adams, is now (1908) 
J on deposit in the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. Tlie fac- 

simile of Mr, Adams's signature is from a letter written a 
^ little more than a year after the portrait was painted. 

Extntcts from the diary which follows were read at the 
^ stated meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society in 

November, 1902, and excited much interest. It was after- 
ward printed in the Proceedings of the Society; and it is 
now npiintod by their permission for wider circnlatioii. 
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Oh fhe SUfe of October, 1901, tbe F!nt Congragational 
Church of Newburjport, Maasaohuaetts, observed its ona 
hundred and seventy -fifth anniversary, -and, also, the one hun- 
dredth anniversary of the dedication of its meeting-house.* 
The pastor of tbe Society, tiie Kev. Samuel C. Beane, D.D., 
invited me to take part in the ceremonies of the day on the. 
ground liiui my giuiiUiather, John Quincy Adams, **■ was for 
a few yean in his youth an interested and active member of*' 
the Society ; and, while auoh, he was In a great measure 
instramental in obtaining the settlement of Rev. John An- 
drews, his young Old Colony friend, as minister [of the 
Church, in which] his family is still represented. " Not feel- 
ing at liberty to decline an invitation thus extended, it occurred 
to me I could best improve the occasion by communicatin;^ to 
those gathered extracts from the diary John Quincy A^lams 
kept during a portion of the period of his residence at New- 
buryport, — a stadent in the office of Theophilus Pavsons, who, 
nineteen jean later, aacceeded Fraocis Dana as Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Conrt of Massachusetts. The diary in question 
is contained in two small octavo volumes, bound in oalf, bought 
in Paris, and entitled *' Ephcmcris." It is the record of a 
young law student's daily life, and, as such, was kept with 
more or less detail ; but, unfortunately, it is not continuous, 
covering the whole of one year only (1787) and a portion of 
the year following. The first detailed entry relating to the 

^ A report of the •peeche* and proceeding* oo tbit occasion baa since been 
pnblbbed bj ord«r of tbe Sodetj. In it are Ineloded aboat tbrae printed paeea 

nf till full I ving diary of J. Q. Adams. Celebration of the One Hundredth Anni- 
versarj of the Meeting Uooae of the First Keligious Socis^ ill UewbuiTpor^ 
Ootobtf SI, 190L Ktwburyport, 1902, pp. OL 
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Newbnrrport experience is of August 9, 1787; the last of 
October 14, 1788. Mr. Adama's health then broke down, 
as the result probably of too severe application j for, in almost 
cvexy entry immediately precediiig iiis illness, he complains 
bitterly of iusomDia, lying awake at times whole nights, 
and at other times getting sleep onlj through the ose of 
opiates. 

Though I found in this reeotd much wliich greatly inter- 
ested me, no use whatever was made of it by my father in 
his publication entitled "Memoirs of J. Q. Adams for it 
contains little of, so-called, historical value. It nevertheless 
gives a curious and graphic picture of social, every-day 
ejdstenoe in a small Massachosetts seaport during the closing 
years of the eighteenth century. Its maturity of tone is 
perhaps its most noticeable lieature ; but, in reading it, it 
is well to bear constantly in mind that not only was the writer 
an exceptional character, but his experience had been so very 
unusual as to be even yet almost, if indeed not altogether, 
unique. Born and brought up as a boy in an eighteenth- 
century Massachusetts country town, in the midsst of our 
revolutionary troubles, he accompanied his lather to Europe, 
still lacking five months of his eleventh birthday, when, one 
February morning, the two took boat .from the beach at 
Biaintree, for the frigate Boston," lying in the offing. Sent 
to school near Paris, he there became profitdent in French* 
On this point we get an amusing as well as suggestive glimpse 
of him from the diary of John Adams, kept during the return 
from his first mission to France iu 1779. At this time J. Q. 
Adams was not quit© twelve yeai-s old. He had been in 
France some fourteen months, and was returning home with 
his father on the French frigate Sensible," in company with 
La. Luzerne, the commissioner from Louis XV I. to the Con^ 
gress, and M. Marbois, the secretary of the commission. 
Writing when three days at sea, under date of Sunday, the 
20th June, John Adams says: "The Clievalier de la Luzerne 
and ^I. Marbois are iu raptures with my son. They get him 
to teach them the language. I found this morning the Am- 
bassador seated on the cunhion iu our state-ruoui, M. Marbois 
in his cot, at his left hand, and my son stretched out in his, 
at his right The AmbasBador reading ont loud, in Black- 
stone's Disooorse at his entrance on hia Pxofessoi^p of the 
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Common Law at the UniTersitj, and my son correcting the 
pronunciation of every word and syllable and letter. The 
Ambassador said he was astonished at my son's knowledge; 
that he was a master of liis own language, like a professor* 
M. Marbois said, Your sou teaches us more than you ; he has 
point de ffrdce, point d^&og$9. He shows ns no mercy, and 
makes ua no compliments. We must have Mr. John." 

Getting safely back to America and the Biaintroe envi- 
ronment early in August, 1779, about three months later 
John Adams again embarked for Europe, and again on the 
"Sensible " ; this time accompanied by two of his sons, John 
Qnirii y and Charles, the latter only nine years old. They 
reLuiiicd to Fiance by way of Spain, and J. Q. Adams now 
remained six years in Europe; during which time, besides 
being at school and college, he associated in conlBdential 
capacities with men of distinction much older than himself, 
in Holland, Bassia and France. He saw also a good deal of 
both Franklin and Jefferson, especially the latter, for whom 
he entertained a strong boyish admiration. At fourteen he 
was a student iu the University of Leyden, of which institu- 
tion he always afterwards spoke with deep affection. More 
than fifty years later, referring to this period, he wrote: 

There is a character of romantic wildness about the memory 
of my travels in Eorope &om 1778 to 1785, which gives to it 
a tinge as if it was the recollection of something in another 
world. Life was new, everything was snrprising, everything 
carried with it a deep interest. It is almost surprising to me 
now that I escaped from the fascination of Europe's attrac- 
tions. . . . My return home from Auteuil, leaving my father 
when he was going upon his mission to England, decided the 
fate and fortunes of luy after-life. It was my own choice, 
and the most judicious choice I ever made. My short dis- 
cipline of fifteen months at Harvard University was the intro- 
duction to all the prosperity that has ever befallen me, and 
perhaps saved me from early ruin " ; and afterwards (1840} 
when philosophizing in his diary, in extremely despondent 
mood, over his own life and the results thereof, ho wrote 
again, it was to " Harvard College, T,oydon University, seven 
years of vouthful travel and the bli ssIhl: uf heaven" that he 
attributed whatever o£ Uiieiai it had been given to iimi to 

accomplish. 
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Graduatin<:y at Harvard, in 1787, t*he volumes of diary covpt- 
ing student life at Newburyport open immediately thereafter. 
From one of these volumes I made a number of extracts for 
use at the Newburyport church anniversary oi oist Octo- 
ber ; but these extracts proved &r toa ToluiniDoiis to find a 
plMe in the printed report of what then occurred. Another 
portion I subsequently communicated to the MassachuBetts 
Historical Society at ite November meeting, 1902. I then put 
the two volumes covering the Newburyport period in the hands 
of Mr. C. C. ^Smith, the editor of the Society, with permission 
to make sucii use of their contents as he saw fit. It was the 
daiiy record of a young man just out of college. Having 
passed the period between eleven and eighteen in a curiously 
diversified and roving life in tbe Europe of Louis XVI., Cath* 
erine IL and Oeotge III., he had then been suddenly trana- 
ferred at his own volition to America, where at twenty he had 
graduated at Harvard. The salient featui*es of his college days, 
as recorded in this diary, have already found their way into 
print,^ The record of subsequent law-student life at New- 
buryport was thought by Mr. Smith to be of sufEcient interest 
to justify reproduction in full in the volumes of Proceedings of 
the Historical Society. This publication resulted. 

It is merely necessary to add that^ between 1787 and 1790, 
Newburyport, a snbstantial seaport of some five thousand in- 
habitants, was largely engaged in commerce. As a commu- 
nity, it was made up of people — men and women — of the old 
New England type. While distinctly provincial, the place had 
not yet become suburban j it had an individuality. Socially, 
no less than commercially and financially, it was a local centre. 
The period was critical. The country bad emerged from the 
revolutionary troubles only a few yeats before, and was still in 
the formative stage. The land was poor, and those dwelling in 
it were burdened by taxation. Hence the spirit of unrest was 
great ; crude theories of money, government, and the rights of 
man were in the air, and it yet remained to be seen whether 
tlie people of Anglo-Saxon descent in America were to prove 
equal to the occasion and develop into a nationality, or 
whether, victims of a morbid jealousy of all centralized au- 
thority, they were to sink into a state of chronic anarchy. 

1 ISonh American Reriew, vol. cxir. pp. 110-li7. fianrard CoUegOt 1780- 
1787. HonjrAdaoiifBiiiMiMlBfn^iiPp. 80-lU. 
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Shays's Rebellion had broken out in Massachusetts only a few 
months before this diary opans; the Couventiou which framed 
tlie Federal Constitution was then sitting at Philadelpliia ; 
John Hancock was Governor of Massachusetts ; but not for 
two years yet was Washington chosen President. In Europe, 
France was on the eve of the Revolution, and, on May 5, 1789, 
the States Qeneial met at Versailles ; on the 14th of July fol- 
lowing the Bastille was stormed ; William Pitt was then Prime 
Minister of Great Britain ; the trial of Warren Hastings was in 
prop^ress ; Frederick the Great had been only a twelvemonth 
dead ; and the future Emperor of the French was han<ring 
nbimL Paris, an impecunious Lieutenant of Artillery, vainly 
seeking iinancial relief for his father from a bankrupt and 
sinking governments So far as the writer of the diary himself 
was cooeerned, his father had, in 1787, been eight years in 
Europe, and his mother and sister three years. In 1785 they 
had passed over from France to England, and since then John 
Adams had represented the Federation near the Court of St. 
James. During the period eovered by his son's residence at 
Newburyport lie returned lo ArinM ira to assume the duties of 
Vice-President iu the first administration of Washington. 
Finally, at the time covered by this diary, Boston, not yet a 
eity, numbered some eighteen thousand inhabitants, and Cam- 
bridge a little over two thousand. The town of Quiney had 
not yet been incorporated, but was still the Korth Piecinet of 
Braintree, the birtbphice of the writer of the diary. It num- 
bered a population a little sliort of three thonsand. 

While some insignificant portions of the diary have been 
omitted either because tlic events recorded were too trivial or 
commonplace to merit publication, or because they related to 
matters of student life and intercourse now of interest to no 
one, the leoord is noticeably dev<^d of anything of a aoan- 
daloua or prurient nature, or of aUustona which the most sen- 
Bi ti vo of deseendanta would seek to suppress. In these respects 
it is throughout thoroughly healthy, as well as creditable to 
the writer.^ 

X AeknowM^iiMBt to 1i<f« to 10m J. O. Wstit (RsddlllB, 1807) far 

aeslstance in the preparation of the notes. Thoroughly trained and indofnti- 
gable in reaearch, the h&a succeeded in throwing a flood of light on people and 
•Ttnli vUdi had psmd vlKdly out of living nsmoiy. 

i 
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August 9th, 1787* 

I breakfasted this raorniri'^ with Mr. Andrews,' and after breakfast 
oalled upon Jack Forbes i * iu their compaoj 1 passed mj time awaj 

1 Twoentriesof aneailierdat«aK«fiBter«ttincoiiiMetiMiwith J.<^ Adans'i 

life in Newburyport : — 

Sunday, June 10. 1787: "... Dined at Mr. Dtna'a, in company with Mr. 
Parsons of Newbury-Port ; » HUH of great wit» m wdl as of ioand jadgnwiit 

and ilcep feaming." 

Jiiiiv '2-}, 17b7 : " Mr. Cranch and Dr. Tufts came from Boston this afternoon 
»the doctor informs me that Mr. Parsons has agreed to receive me; and conn 
quentty T expect to go in August or September to Newbury-Port." 

FratKis Dana was appointed a Justice of the Supreme Court of Mag^achuMjlts 
in ITf.j; Chief Justice in 1791. As StcToinry uf Legation, he had sailed from 
Aint-ncii w itli .lotiii Atlanit* and hix sun in 1779; and wht-n Biib!<e<[iiently appointed 
to a njissiuu at St. Petersburg, he took J. Q. Adams, a kid uf fourteen, with 
him as his prirate secretary. See J. Q. Adams, Memoirs, toI. i. pp. 10, 19. 

March 10, 1787, J. Q. Adams wrote in his diary; "Soon after prayers I 
heard with equal grii-f and surprise that Judge Daua waii iieized with an apo> 
ptectic and paraletic fit, un Tlinrsday in the focenooo : that his lifo was for soma 
time despaired (if, and that hu i» still in a very danj^croiis Bituation. To me he 
baa been a second father, and his uifliructioiii, though too mucli neglected at 
the time when he gave them, have since been more attended to ; and have at 
least check'd some of my failings, and were calculated to rt-fonn them entirely. 
I have therefore reason to revere him in a peculiar manner : but a man of his 
talents and virtues, filling one of the most important offloee in the State, is 
precious to the whole CommonwcoUb ; and slMMild his disesse pniTe fatalf hit 
loss wilt not be easily repaired. 

*' 11th. ... in the evening I went down to Judge Dana'e, but did not see hSm : 
the president [Willard] was tliere, stifT as ever Mr. Dana had a second attack 
last night i but not so violent as the tirst : they luive some hopes and many fears 
with respeet to his recovery." 

As respects Theophilus Parsons, compare the charn ■trrirntion bj Dnnirl 
Weltster m le04, in F, Webster, Private Correspondence ut Daniel Webster, 
TOl j. p. 183. 

Dr. Cotton Tufts, an erudite and puhlic-spiritt-d physician of Weymnufh. was 
at this time in Itis fifty-seventh year, lie lud married Lucy Qumc/, sister of 
Mrs. Elisabeth <l Smith, materoal aimtof Un. Abigail Adams. When absent aa 
niiilster to England, John Adame left bis bnsiaem allUis In tbe ears of Dr. 



3 John Andrews (XL C. 1786), a native of Bingham, then (1787} a student of 
Divinity at Cambridge; later pastor of ttie First Parish Cliiirch of Newbur/- 
port for over f ortr yearn ; died Angost 17, IMS. See tbe bistoies of Newbiuy* 
port. 

* John Murra/ £'oibej», classmate u£ J. Q. Adams. iSce injra, p. 68 woU. 
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till near eleven o'clock. I then mninUtHl, and after stopping a few 
mioutes at Medford/ I proceeded, and at about twO) arrived at tije tavera 
in WilmiDgtoD ; when I found my two brothen * who were ratarning 
from Haverhill, both of them mneh pleMod with their toar. Between 

four and five we parted, they went towards Cambridge and I came on to 
Haverhill, where I arrivet), at about eight in the evening. . . . 

11th. Thia forenoon, 1 took a ride with IVIr. Shaw,* to bq^ mv 
classuiate Welch/ who lives about four miles from hence. Aiicr I 
letumM, I called in, at Mr. Bartletfc't,* where I found Mr. and Mn* 

Tufts. Under date of June 2, ITSfl, lio wrote to him: "A Tpnr will soon bo 
about, and what art? we to do then witli John What lawyer aliail we dceire to 
take him, in town or country t and wliat sum must b« fivcB with bint and 
what will his board and L'luthinp cost T anil wlu re sliall we get raonor to pay all 
these expenses i Sliall I cuaie home and take ail niy boya into my own otUce f 
I wu once thought to luve a tolmble knadc at making lawjui, Mid now could 
save a larcr? *nni by it." 

See John Adams, Works, vol. ix. pp. olH, r>l!). ixA. See also Appleton, 
CydopiBdia of American Biography; J. 'rhaohcr. American Medical 13iography, 
Tol. ii. pp. 14n-15-2: Letters of iMr.v Abigail Adams (1Mb), pp. 26^ 61, lS6j 
J. Q. Adams, Memoirs, vol. viii. p. ; vol. xi. p. ^16. 

Richard Cranch, of Braintree. was the husband of tlie elder sister of Ifn. 
Abigail Adnnis. Bom fl7'-!''> in Devon, England, he camp to Masfiachu«t.>tt« in 
1740, was a Keprtiseatatire ironi Braintree to tlie Statu Ligmlature in 1779, re- 
Cdred the honorary degree of Master of Arts from Harvard in 1780, and was 
now (17HT) a judge of the Court of rommon Pli a.s for Suffolk Tounty ; he 
died October 16, 1811. W. T. Davis, History of the Judiciary ot Massachusetts, 
p. 216; Letten of Mm. Abignil Adanc (1848), pp. zxriil, 126; John Adama, 
WnrkK : Fleet's Almanack for 1787 ; C. F. Adama, Tbrec Epiaodca of UaaMdm* 
setts History, p. 

> Dr. Tofta was bom in Medfoid. and hia relatlTaa atill lived thcrs. 

• Charlt's A;!.nin<! U <' IT'^O), .second son of John Adams, horn 1770; subse- 
quently a lawyer in ^ew York City; died there in 1800. Thomas fioylstoa 
Adania (H. a 1700). bom 1772; married Ann Harrod, ef Harerhill; Repmenta- 
live from Quhicy to the State Legblature, 1805-lHOC ; was chosen a member of 
Governor Uerry's Council in Maj, 1811; was Chief Justice of the Court of 
Common Pleu for the Southern CIrealt, wMeh Indaded Norfolk, Plymouth, 
Bri^'nl, and Rarnatable counties, 1811-1810; dieilin 1R.'!2. Both were at this 
time ntudents at Harvard, the one a Junior and the other a Sophomore; the/ 
had been ▼iaituif Mrs. Shaw, their maternal aunt, at RaTerhilL 

• Rev, John Shaw (II. C. 1772), son of the Hev. John Shaw, of Bridgewater; 
ordained in 1777 ; settled at Haverhill ; died in 1794, Mn. Shaw was Mlsa 
Elimbeth Smith, alater cf Mn. Abigail Adams. — a cultured and charming 
woman. J. Q Adams was prepared for Harvard College in the house of Mr. 
and Mrs. bhaw, and always regarded her with affeetioaate veneration, as " one 
cf the earlieit and khidest friends and gnardiana of my ehildhood." See N. B. 
Bist. and Gen. Jivg., vol. .xh iii. pp. 170-181; J. Q. Adnma» Jfemcti^ Toi. xli. 
p. 2i6: Uurd, Hist of Essex County, p. 200&. 

« Franda Welch, horn May 81, 1706^ at Flalatow, N. H. ; Jane 8, 1789, oninined 
pastor of the West Parish In Ameahwy ; died DeiMmher 16b 1728. Hurd, Hiab 
of Essex County, p. 1618. 

• Ftobably Ballnj Bartlett; see infra, p. 17 tiofc. 
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Dalton,' with their two eldest daughters, and Miss Ilazen. They all 
dined at Mr. White's/ and ia the afteruooii all returned to Mr. 
Dalton'f Mftt at Newtown. The eldest daughtar is yeey nmeh m the 
wee two years ago, UoomiDg m * nwe^ aud, they say, ia a fiur waj 
to be married. The younger has grown siDce I last saw her, and 
appears to better advaTsta'jo. Miss llazeu appears to hare altered but 
very little siuoe the time when I lived here with her : she is iiideed 
now two years older, and most necessarily possess more prndence and 
•teadiness ; bat her manners an still the same. I passed the eivraiog 
with Wiii!o " and reCwned home just befbreiune. 
12Ui. Air. Xappan* from JHewhary preadi'd here the whole day. 

* Triitram Dalton, classmate of John Adams at Hanranl, a wealth/ and 
enlcored meichant at Kewburjrport, aedve tn polities] life He had lieen a 

Bepresentative and Sotmtor in tlie Slnte Legislature, arnl S|>calcer of tlie House ; 
later, in 1780. he was the first Uiuted States Senator from Massachusetts. The 
younger Miss Dalton married Leonard Whits Au^qat 21. 17M. In addition to ■ 
fine town house (wlilc]i is htlll RtuDiliiig on State Street in Newburvport, tlie 
headquarters of the Dalton Club) Tristram Daltoa possessed tliis summer home 
In Newtown, now West Kewbory. It was beantifatly ritoated fn the midst of 
iome two liumlrcd acres, alioiu four miles from Nt wKurvpurt, on the road to 
HsTerhill, at the sumtoit of Pipe Stave UUI, wlieove. a traveller of that daj 
writes, eigliteen chordi steeptes wersfn view. Bee J. J. Carrier, *'Oald New* 
bury," pp. 330-»4e, 476^83. Tiic view of the MurrimaLk from Tipe Suve Hill, 
a Tiew of bis town house, and a portrait of Tristram Dalton himself are w^n* 
dneed there. See also B. F. Stone, Sketch of THstnutt Dalton. 

* John Wtiite, fitther of Leonard White (classmate of J. Q. Adams), was one 
of the wealthiest mercltatits in Haverhill, and dwelt in a " large three story man* 
sion" on Water Street, "one of the most imposing and costly dwellings iti the 
region," with a terraced front yard with trelUsed fence and a deep garden in the 
tear witli boxwood bordered wallcs. See Cliase, Hist of Haverhill, p. 451. 

* Leonard White, claMmate of J. Q. Adams, was prepared for college by tlie 
Ber. John Shaw in company with J. Q. Adams and William Cranch. J. Q. Adams 
writes in his diary, June 8, 1787 : " Leonai^ White of Haverhill was twenty the 
Sd of l&8t month. I lived at Haverhill some time, and, as he chums with my cousin, 
I was acquainted with him Iwfore I came to the University, and have been very 
intimate with liim since ; his natural abilities, without l>eing very great, are stich 
as wlU eaablc hitu to go through life with honour, and his disposition U aniiablu. 
His TirtassafsaoBsenMiStbatamnnpc them all modes^ is the most conspicuous. 
I never knew any other prrson so intimately as I am ftcqnaiiiteJ with hiiTi. with- 
out having perceived in him some sparks of vanity ; but I iK-lieve he never 
ospeileoced the feeting. A rewarkable neatness of person is likewise one of his 
characteristic? TTid is the more extraordinary because he has so few imitntors 
here. He has so much candor that I never heard him speak ill of any one of 
hb ehusmates, and fwy ssidooi of any one ; bis defecU are only trivial foibles, 
Mid he will certainly bean n-rful mrml rr of society." Tx^nnard White served 
on the Haverhill school omnmittee and as town clerk and treasurer ; was in the 
Legfslatirre In 1600; a nemher of Ooofrrass. 1811>181S; cashier of the Merri- 
mack Rank for a qtinrter of a century. He died in October, 1849, in bis oigb^* 
third year. See Hurd, Hist of Essex County, pp. 2002. 201 1. 2012. 

« BoT. David Tsppan (H. a 1771), bom hi Msndisstsr Apttt H, 170; a 
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Both his sermons were doctrinal, bnt very ingenious. This f^entleman 
is much celebrated in this part of the country, for his abiliiit's, both 
natural and acquired. I was macb pleased with the little coDversatioa 
I b«d wfth faim in the ooone of the dftj; bat hn pablic speaking U far 
from being greoeftil. Elooadon indeed has not till veiy lately been 
oonttdered as olaimtng a right to much attention in the edacation of 
youth ; and consequently there are but very few preachers who had 
tit)i»hed their education before the iaat war lUat make any figure at all 
as speakers ; and even those who are acknowled;^ to be men of great 
genius and leamiDg are widi respect to the delivery far inferior to 
many modem preachers who bave not half their talents. 

l^tli. I inteuded to have gone this day to Newbury-Port, ^tit the 
weather waa so excessively warm, that I determined this moruing to 
omit going till to-morrow. I paid a visit to Judge Sargeaut' in the 
forenoon and spent n eoople of boors there ; conversed upon politieal 
•objects. Saw Mr. Thazter a few nunntes. Alter dinner I w«it with 
Mr. and Mrs. Sbaw to see my classmate Eaton ; ' but he was not at 
home. On oar retnm we stop'd at Pardon Adams's,' but neither was 
he tu be found, so that we then came home, and I {Missed the evening 
with my uncle. 

14th. It was so mm again this day that I did not set oat from 
Haverhill till between three aod foor in the afternoon. On the road I 

classmate of Dr. John B. Swett, of Newburjport, at Harvard ; settled over the 
Second Church in West Newburj April 18^ 1774 ; appointed UoUis Professor of 
IMTinity at Harrard fat UOii died August 37» 1808. 8ss Coffin, Hist, of Nen^ 

hvy, pp. 371, etc. 

1 Nathaniel Peaslee Sargeant (H. C. 1750). a Justice of the Supreme Coort 
of Mai^sacliusetts (1775-1700), its Chief Justice (1790-179]). Bse Hmd, Hist> 
of E«8ex County, p. 2003 ; J. Adatns, Works, vol. ix. p. 890. 

* Peter Eaton was born in the West Pariah of HaTerliill March 16, 1766; waa 
a pupil at I'liilUps Andovsr Academy ; studied for the ministry under his pastor» 
Dr. Phineas Adams ; was mottled over the church at Boxford for fifty-fire years 
(178^1846). March 24, 1767, J. Q. Adatns wrote: "I liare not the pleasure of 
Sa faitimate acquaintance with liim, but all thoee who have speak well of faittL 
Ap a speaker he i« di^tinrrnifhefl, nnd as a scholar rc^pwiable ; his public exer- 
cii»c-8 have been in general equal it not superior to nny io the class since I 
belonged to ft; bnt he is rciy modest and (Iifti<lent, oatbat he has not brought 
himself so mnch into notice as several others in the class, who without his abili- 
ties have a much greater share of confidence." See W. B. Sprague, Annals of 
the American I'ulpit, toL viii. pp. 222t-2Mt Chsse, Hist of UsverUII, p. 680; 
Bnid, Hist of Essex County, p. 2012. 

* Kev. Phinens Adams (H. C. 1762), a classmate of Judge Dana at Harvard, 
bom in Rowley March 14, 1742; an acceptable pastor to the somewhat discord- 
ant Wei^t PiArisli of Haverhill from 1771 tintil Ins r^rath in 1801. Tlie parish had 
•ecored the dismissal of one pastor for heresy and made three unsuccessful 
attempts to fill the poiplt before Mr. Adams went there ; after his death it 
remninrd for twcn^TO JPHHRS WitbOOt a SSltlsd fSStOT. GbSSS^ Hist. Of HanS<- 
m, pp. 667-670. 
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met al dilTcrcnt times Mr. Tappan, Stedraan, and Thompson,^ and Tom 
Hooper. I unived at Mr. Tufts's in New bury-Fort, just before sun- 
set. I did not enter tlie town with the most favvmtble impreitiont. 
About three weeks hence I am to become u inhabitant of the pUuse. 
Without fricuds or connectious, I am to stand on my own ground, and 
am in all probability to live here three years ; whether agreeably or 
Dot tim«: only must discover ; but the presages within mj breast are 
not soch as 1 should wish realised. 
15th. In the forenoon I weat to see Mr. FtfsoDSy* and infom'd 

> William Siedman (H. C. 1784) and Tfaoma* W. Thempaon (H. C. 17W) 

were stmlcnt.s in the law office of ThcophiUi* Pardons. 

Wiiliam btedman, born in Cambridge, opened his law offloe in Lancaster; 
died In 1831. When J. Q. Adanu was a member of the natlonat Senate. William 
Stedman waa in the House of Representatives (lS03-lS10i, ainl lodged with 
J. Adams'! colleague, Timothy i'ickeriog. It is probable that their relations 
were not tlicn altogether cordial, as, a few weeki after his arrival, J. Q. Adams 
heard from bis cousin, William Shaw, that William Stedman was the writer 
of a letter to the " Centinel " criticising very severely his attitude to the Louisiaaa 
qnsstion, etc, and ending with this somnaiy of J. Q. Adams's oouse thus fluv 

"Qds idia ftnde 
Temperet a lachrymis.** 

8ce the " Confinol " for December 10, 190?,-. Memoirs, rol. I. p. 20! 

Thomas W. Thompson, son of Deacon Tliomas Thompson, of Newbury ; bom 
March 16. 1788; prepared for college at Dmamer Academy; gradoaled tnm 
Harvard in 178C; was apparently the most popular man in his class ("11).? 
class are rather disappointed by the absence of their favorite Thomson, who is 
so vnwell as prevented Mm from appearing this day,*' diary of J. Q. Adaitt% 
Commencement Day, July 10. 1786) ; scrveil as aid to General Lincoln during 
Sbays's Rebellion ; now (1787) a law student in Mr. Parsons's office. He was a 
tntor at Bsrrard 1789-1701 ; resmned bis law stodiee with Mr. Parsons ; began 
tto practice of law in SmI i^! ury, N. IT., in 1704 ; postmaster at Salisbury ; solid- 
tor of tlie county in 1602; a member of Congress in 1806; represented Salisburj 
In the General Conrt in 1807 and 1808 ; was dtosen State treasurer in 1809 ; 
removed to Concord; repre*entc<l Conconl in the Lepi.^lature for four years from 
1811, being Speaker (rf the House the last two years; was elected United States 
Senator for three years In 1814; and was again a member of the State Legislap 
turc. He was a tm»tee of BNirtmouth ColU-jje 1S01-1R21 ; he <1ied October, 
1821. Daniel Webster began his law studies in Mr. Thompson's office. See J. 
Q. Adams, Memoirs, vol. vlii. p. 118: also F. Webster, PrivalB Correspondence 
of Daniel Webster, vol. i. pp. 188-190. for a letter by Mr. Thompson written in 
1804, the letter of a busy, active, kindly man; C. H. Bell, Bench and Bar of 
New llrm.psiiire. pp. 688, 689; " Harvard College. 1788-1787," In H. Adams, 
Historical E-says. p. 112. 

2 1 lieopliilus Parsons, later Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Massachu- 
setts, a son of the Rev. Moses Parsons, was bom in the neighboring parish of 
Byfleld (the old parsonage is still standing) ; educated at Dnmmer Academy and 
Harvard College (1769). Then (17H7) a man of thirty-seven, with some thirteen 
years' experience at the bar, several young men of promise bad gone forth from 
UselBoe in the low house that still stands on State Street; — the most note- 
worthy, perhaps, was Rufus King, at this tUne (1787) « member ol the Constita- 
tionai Convention at Philadelphia. 
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bim that I should probably attend at his office io about three weeks. 
Stedmuk and Thomaoii ara thara now, bat the former of those will 
laava tba offioa bj tba lattar and of next month. Mj cliwsinata 
I^itnam* baa applied for adminNOO, and iuteuds, I am told, to enter the 
office in November. Two nt once wohM be full siifriclent, but if there 
are half a dozen it cnnnoL be helped. I wont, accompanied by Stedman, 
and paid a visit to Minn Jones, the young lady who was at Mr. Wiggles- 
ivorUi*8* when Brid^* and I boMrded there last winter. She looka 
very unwell, and tliey fear sho k in a oontoinption. IMned at Mr« 
Tufts's, and soon after dinner I went to lea my friend and classmato 
Little.* I found Tbomaoa there, bat he eoon after proceeded on bit 

^ Samuel Putnatn, of Danrers, then an immature youth of twenty, latsr a 
Justice of the Supreme Court of MaMachusctts for twenty'«igbt yeu*. See 
Appletott^ Cyclopn;dia of American Biograpliy, etc. 

2 Etlward Wiggleswortli (II. C IT l'J), Hollu Professor of Divinity, ITWHTQl, 
Bis daughter Mai^aret, tlie Miss Wigglesworth mentioned below, born Decembor 
88, 17GG, married Ber. Jolm Andiewt September 8, 178», and lived tiit^rcafter 
in Newburyport. 

S J. Q. Adams and his classmate James Bridge boarded at Professor Wiggles- 
worth's during an eight weeks' vacation due to lack of fUel at the University. 
See Henry Adams. Historical Essays, pp. 93, 94. On pages 80-122 of Mr. 
Adams's volume, in an eway entitled " Harvard College 178(5-1787," free quota- 
tions are made from the diary of J. Q. Adams for that period. See infra, p. 148. 

* Moses Little, bora in Newbury July 4, 1706 ; died in Salem October 18, 
1811. J. Q. Adams wrote, under date of May f>, 1787, " Great ajiplication, joined 
to very good natural abilities, place liini in tlie finst line in the cln»s asa scholar; 
he has been attentive to all those parts of eciooee which are pursued here, and in 
all he has made considerahio proficiency. As a speaker he is inferior to i»pvernl, 
but bis composition is perhaps rather too flowery ; to a large share of aniUUoo 
he unites great modesty, and he has the peculiar talent of being favour'd 1^ the 
government of t!'e Cotlege without losinp his popularity with his classmates. 
IJis dispogition nni^t of course be amiable ; he seldom contradicts the opinions of 
any one, yet when he is obliged to declare his own sentiments, he can sitow fliat 
he thinks for himself; but notwithstanding all his good qualities ho \i <iome- 
times censured, and such is the instability of all populaces that a sninil trifle 
might Induce two-thirds of theeliM to deny the improvements and the abilitiei 
even of this person." Compare the rhnracterization in James Thacher, Ameri- 
can Medical Biography, vol. i. p. HitH. Moses Little was then a medical student 
nnder Dr. J. B. Swett, of Newbmyport Later he was a well-known surgeon in 
Salem, and lived in the hn'i?e opposite the K?«!t>x Institute. He, and afterward 
his children, died of consumption ; fearing this result, he prepared thi« istcriptioD, 
wliieh waa pheed on hU toobitoQe, -> 

Phthisis insatiabOli, 
fatrem Matrcmque 
Devorasti. 
Paroe, 0 1 l!ttee> 

Libcris. 

He was the eon of Biehaid Little, a shoemaker, teaman, and farmer, who waa 
living in 1787 m Newbtttj Qieen. G. T. LitHs, The DttoendaaU of Goocsa 
Littifl^p|^n,M. 
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^7 to WeDham. We had several smart showers io the coarse of the 
ftfternooo. Jnst before ikuik I letoni'd to Mr. TnfWt at the Fort In 
the eToning, between nine end ten^ we had a wvj heevj ahoww« witb a 

fioleot gust of wind. 

16th. I went afrain this forenoon to see Miss Jones, nTi<^ offered to 
call in the afternoon and take a letter for Miss Wiggles worth ; bat 
when we set oat I eutireljr forgot my promise, and did not recollect it 
till I lutd got eome wey oat of town. Mr. Tliaxter arrived in town 
this momiog, and dined at Mr. Tafts's. In the forenoon I engaged a 
place where I am to board ; which is at a Mrs. Leathers's.^ It is not 
^ fio convenient as I should wish ; but I must put up with it for a time, 
and when I get here I shall bo able to look oat for myself. Sooa 
after dinoeri I eet off in oompany with Mr. Tbazter ; stopp'd a few 
minntee at iSr. Dalton, wliera I fbnnd a lai^ eompany iroai town, and 
arrived at Haverhill at about sonset. 

17th. At homo all the forenoon, reading Tom Jones,* one of the 
best novels in the language. Tiie scenes are uot only such as may 
have taken plaoe, but they are similar to such as almost every per- 
•on nay have witoened. This book cannot lead a person to form too 
favombie an opmion of hnmen nature i bnt neither will it give a islae 
one. 

Pass'd thp afternoon and part of the evening at Mr. White's. The 
papers of this day give an account of a violent hurricane, which did 
a vast deal of injury in the towns of Framingfaam, Sndbniy, Marl> 
boroo^ and some others in the County of Woroester» Wednesday 
in the afternoon. It was not perceived in these parts of the country, 
where there were only two or three heavy showers of lain in the 
coarse of fhnt dny. 

18th. This lorenoou I took a ride with White to see our classmate 
Eaton. We spent aboot an honr with him and retnm'd before dinner. 
Dined at Mr. White's and the afternoon went to see his pearl ash 
works : ' the sight of these, and the account of all the process in 
making pot and pearl ash, was pleasing because it was new. Leonard 
complains very much of the stagnation of business; and indeed com- 
merce, as well as the other professions, offers but a miserable prospect 
to young persons. It is however to be hoped that the seme wiU 
brighten trithin a fisw years ; and when we have nothing more sub- 
stantial to support us, we must place onr dependence upon hope. 
When I return 'd home. I found Mr. Shaw gooo tO liewbuiyi where 
he is to preacli to-morrow for Mr. Kimball. 

> Mrs. Leathers lived on State Street, a block b«low Mr. FasMnS's oflsa 

* Eleldtng's novel, "Tom Jooes," was pnbUshed in 1740. 

* This was an early industry in Haverhill, dating from 1769. It fUmlahed an 
ertlolssfnport to laglaad, Inland, etc Glliais^Hlst.ofaafesfaill»pf.tn^tfS> 
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Idih. Mr. KImbalP preach'd a couple of practical discourses, tbe 
snhjects of wliich I likoJ better than tlmf Mr. Tappnn, In-t Sutulay : 
his maimer of treating hi* snhjcft*, though good, was uot, 1 think, eriual 
to tliat of the other gtinticmuu. Afier meeting I oonvers'd with him, 
chiefly u^ou poUdoil topics. He liM » mMl tremeDdout frown and 
appears upon so short an aoqoaintanoo to bo poiseis'd rather of a 
peevish ditficult temper ; which I judge not from his conversation but 
his countenance; and I am inform 'd that this opinion is not erro- 
neous. It was alm(»t sunset when BIr. Shaw came home. Leonard 
White pass'd part of the evemug here, and I took a walk with him 
down upon the hanks of the river. Tbe weather Toiy fur, hat looka 
is if it would not continue so long. 

20ih. I had some thoughts of leaving Haverhill this morning, but 
it r:im'd all the forenoon; an«l, as I am not in any particular haste 
and my friends here are still willing I should remain with them, I 
detarmlned to defer my departnra a da^ or two longer, I staid at 
home the whole day. ICr. Thaxter* spent the evenh^ with ns. He 
finally declared that he intended, if do unforeseen event should take 
place, to be married before next December} and I am heartily (lad 
of it 

21st. Hazy weather again all tbe forenoon. I went aud pasa'd 
an hour with my fiiend White before dinner. Spent the aflernoon 

with Mr. Thazter at his otfice. Bfr. Dodge was there, a great part 
of th«3 time. We conversed upon various suhjectg. i\Ir. Thaxter, 
whose feelings are very warm, express'd his sentiments quite openly 
with respect to a gentlemau whose political couducb has been of late 
■omewhat snsfndons. I drank tea at Mr. B. Bartlett^s.* Parson 

^ Ker. True Kimball (IT. C. 1778), bom in Pl.ilstow, N. H. .January 29, 1757 ; 
settled oTer the church in West Newbury from November, 17B2, to April, 
17»7 ; died Jvfy 17. 1816. at Uampstssd. N. H. Sse Cofltai, Hist, of Mewbnij, 
p. 870. 

' John Thaxter (H. C. 1774), cousin of Mrs. Abigail Adams, ton of Colonel 
John Thaxtwr, of Hinffhani, and giandsoo of Colonel John Qalrnqr; bom 

July, 1755; flipil July, 1701. At the outbreak of the Revolutionnry trnti^/lri he 
was studying law in tlie oiBue of John Adams; was tutor to J. <^ Adams (or 
■•▼end 7can, and accompanied tbe fklher and son, prlirate weratuy to tbe 
former, on hie second mission to Kuropc in 1779; returned to America in llSti 
as tlie bearer of the Treaty of Peace with Great Britaui. In 1787 he was 
prmetisiDf bw la BsvvrhilL Re married lahabeth Dnnean, dsug hter of Jamet 
Duncan, a mcrcliant in ITavirhill. See J- Q- Adams, Memoirs, vol. i. p. 7 ; Clia.'.c, 
UUt of Uarerhill, pp. 461, G23 ; Familiar Letters of John and Abigail Adams, 
pp. 24, 97, 86, 067 ; John Adams, Works, vol. vH. p. 080 ; etc. 

* Railey Barttett, a friend of John Adanis, was a fellow-hoarder with him ;i: I 
with Samuel Adams at Fhiladelphia when the Declaration of Independence was 
adopted. He was a RepresentatlTe in the Legislatnie 1781-1784 ; a member of the 
State Senate in 1780, and of the ConrentioD which ratified the Constitution of the 
United States ; a fiepresentative to Congress in 1797 and 1799. for fort/ years, 

8 
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Smith ^ with bis lady. Captain Willis 'and liis wife were there, and 
Mr. aad Mrs. Lee from Cambridge. It was the Grst tiiutt I littd ever 
been ia compauy with Mr. Lee: be has, I am toldi much more aboir 
than solidity. lie does good, howe?er, with hia fortnne; and thla ta 
meritorious, though the moUvca hj which he is actuated maj not be 
the most noble and wpneroaa. Return'd liomi; at aKout aeven o'clock, 
aad received an invitation from Judge Sargeaut, which will detain me 
here one day more. 

82d. Dined at Judge Sargeant% with Mr. and Mn. ffliaw. Mr. 
Porter' and his lady are there upon a yiait from Rye; with a diild 
about six weeks old, which forsooth immediately after dinner must be 
produrerl, and was handed about from one to another ; and very 
shruwd dii>covories were mode of its resembluuco to all the family by 
tame, wheraaa ia tact it did resemble nothing but diaoa. How much 
ia the memfol author of nature to be adored for impbmUng in the 
heart of man a passion stronger than the power of reason, which 
alTfjnl^ delight to the parent at the sight of his offspring, even at a 
time when to every other person it must bo disgusting. Yet it 
appears to me that pareuto would do wisely in keeping their children 
out of tight, at least nntill tbi^ are a year old, for I cannot see what 
aatisfaction, either sensual or intellectual, can be derived from seeing 
a misshapen, bawling, slubbering infatit, unless to persons particularly 
interested. We drank tea likewise at th»> Jmbif'-^, and rctnrnM h.orae 
between seven and eight in the evening. Leonard White camu up to 
give me a letter for his chum. 

2Sd. I left Haveriiill thia morning al about nine ffdoikt and at 
twdve arrived at the tavern in Wilmington, where I dined. At about 
two I a^^ eet off and got to Cambrid|^ a little before six. I came 

beginning with 1789, with an intermission of a few months when Elbridge Gerry 
was GoTcnior, he litld the (jfBec of sheriff in Kssex ( Outity ; in 1828 he cast an 
electoral vote for J. Q. Aihuiis as President, i^ee Fluni, Hist, of EsWX Covoty* 
pp. 2009, 2010 : G. W. Chase, Ui&t. uf Haverhill, pp. 618-020. 

i Rev. liezekiah Smith, bom on Long Islaind. N. Y., April 21, 1737; gradu- 
nted from Princeton in I7G2: ordriimil as an Kvannelist in Charleston, S. C. ; 
gatiiered a Baptist church in ILiverliiil; remained its pastor for nearly forty 
years, until his death in 1805. In 1797 he reoeivcd tb* degree of D.I), from 
Brown I'liiversity, of wliich lie had been an rarnfst supporter. Mrs. B. Burtlett 
wa3 a dauglUer of John White, wiio witli others of iiis connection were the earli- 
est adhercnU of Mr. Smith. 8«e Chase, Hist, of HaveriUU, pp. 664-687, 686; 
Hard, Hist, of Kssox County, pp. 10^-1'.)%. 

• Captain Benjamin Willisi, bum ia Boston .jmiuary ]o, 174.3, married Mary Ball 
fai 1766 ; a tbipmastcr of Charlestown ; was taken prisoner by the British on the 
sea; when rcleasi d he found his family liad taken refa<»e in Haverhill; ho fol- 
lowed them thither, and continued Ilia interest in shipping. See Chase, Hist, of 
Baverhill. pp. 461. 162; Wyman's GenealogiesaadEltataiof G9ia]!lMtOwn,p.l086> 

■ Mn. foiter mw Judip Sargeaat'a daugbtw. 
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throngh UyBtic ' md odled «t Mrs. Tafts'f « to see my friend Freeouia,* 

but he was gone to Boston. When I got to Caml)ri Iit- I foutul jr^'fat 
alterations had taken place f*iuce I left Cnllejie, Mr. Kced * and Mr, 
Burr* have resigued, and likewise the librarian.' Mr. Webber* and 
Ur. Ware were elioien m Tuton, ba( Mr. Ware declined aiwepting aa 
he has an muuiinioiiB call to settle at HinghaiB»^ and wQl probably 
•ooD be ordain'd. Mr. Abbot' has aiaoe that beeo dioMO, and Mr. I. 

^ Mystic, 1. e. Medford, the home town of the Tufts famflr. Mrs. Tufts wm 
probably the widow of Dr. Simon Tufls (brotiier of Dr. Cotton Tufts), who died 
December 81, 1786. Usher, Hist, of Medford, p. C63. 

' J. Q. Adnms's claMrnntc. NatliaiiicI Freeman. Sec {nfra, p. 20 fiote. 

• Nathan Read (il. C. 17{?1), a tutor from 1783 to 17b7; studied medicine; an 
apoUl«cai7 at Salem ; an inventor; 1706 estabtishe<I tlie Salem Iron Foundry for 
the manufacture of aiieliors, cliain c.thles, etc. ; elected ;i l{i-pre»etitativc to Con- 
gress in 1801 ; removed to Belfast, Me., in 1807; was one of the k-ading citizens 
of the town ; one of the f<)uniler!< of lielfast Academy, and for forty years one of 
its tnistces; Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas; Felloe" of the Ameri- 
can Academy of Arts and Scieucus ; died iik January, 18J9. October 21, IT^G, J. Q. 
Adams WVOts: "Mr. Read came here [Quincy] in the afternoon, to spend a d«y. 
Thou<rh he ennnot entirely lay usido tlie tutor, but retains a little of the collein* 
ate stiffness, yet he endeavours to be utlablc, ami is very sociable. These people 
when disumt ftom ttwfr seat of empire, and divested of their power which glToe 
them such nn ndrantnpcnns idea of tlieir own snneriorily, are much more egr c^ 
able tlian tliey are when tlicLr dignity puts them at such an awful distance from 
their pupils. Mr. Read conversed mucli upon several subjects and with a great 
deal of conijilaisance ; but with most paseand pleasure upon subjects which form 
part of the studies at the university." Sec" Harvard Collepe. 1780-1787," in H. 
Adams, Historical Essays, pp. 106, 107, for J. Q. Adams's earlier opinion of Read. 
Sec J. Williamson, Hist, of Belfast, pp. 550-55:i ; David Read, Natlian Read : his 
Inventions, etc., a pamphlet of 200 pages ; J. L. Chamberlain, Universities and 
their Sons, vol. p. 429. 

• Rev. Jonathan Burr (TT. C. 1781). tutor from ITBf! to ITS?, ordaine<l at Sand- 
wich April 18, 1787; he was a pastor there for thirty years; died in Sandwich 
in 1842. He wee chiefly iastrasMntal in the establishmeot of the academj 
at Sanrlwidi. TMsmatt, Hist of Cape Cod, toI. L pu 646; toL 11. pp. ISI, 187, 
139, 144. 

• Hon. James Wfaithrop (H. C. 1700), libntrten from 1778 to 1787. Bom la 

Cambridge April 3, 1752, a son of Professor John Winthrop, a classmate of Tho- 
ophilos Parsons; he died September 26,1821. lie was one of the founders 
<rf the Massaehusetls Historical Soeietf . See Prooeedinge, toL L p. 888, for his 

portrait; 2 Mas*. Hist. Cnll.. vol. .x. pp. 77-80 for memoir ; etc. See njr/a, p.?4. 

» Samuel Webber (U. C. 1784j, later President of Harvard College (IbOO- 
1810). 

1 Rev. TTenry Ware (TT. C. 1786). pastor at TTinpbam 1787-1805. Ilollis Profes- 
sor of Divinity at Harvard 1805-1840. He had been a student of theology at 
Cambrldire for the past two years; and darinK his fbst months In college 

J, Q. Ailam.s roomed with him. See Sprap'ie, Annals of the Ameriran Pulpit, 
vol. viiu pp. 109-207. IL Adams, Historical Essays, p. 86. See entry in this 
diary of October 24. 

' John Abbot (TT. C. 1784). tutor 1787-17f>2. T^orn at Andover April 8. 17r)9; 
be was f rofesSM' of Anuent Languages and Classical Literature at iiowdoia 
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Smith* was elected librariaa, but has not jet accepted. I passed 
llie evening at several clKimbers among my oM acqtiainianc^, Phillips, 
Clarke, Lincoln and mj ciasitniata Packard; ^ the only one nuvr m town, 
ludet- d it aeemed eztraordinarjr to walk through the coU^e jani and 
the town finding m1k>Uu!» everywhere, jet withent teeing one of thoee 
with whom I was the most closely connect.„d. It made me quite dnlL 

'2i'Au I loflg'd last night with Lincoln, the Senior, whose (-hum was 
out of town. Breakfasted this morning with Mr. Andrews, who 
returned from Hingiiam last evening. I visited Mr. James and Doc- 
tor Jenniaon { both were very polite.* The doctor infbmia me that 
several matwiol alterations are nbont to take plaoe with reapeet to 
the plan of stndieo pnrtiied here. Ooddridge* ia to be put entirdy 

College 1802-1816; Librariaa tiiere 1802-1824. aod Treasurer 1810-1829; be died 
at Andover Julv 2, 1843. Qan. Catalogue of Bowdoin College. He was a 
couain of J. Adams's dastmate^ Abial Abbot Gen. Begisiar of the Abbot 
FauiUj. 

i Rev. Inae Smith (B. C. 1767), a seholarif msn, fond of a quiet life, a ktn^ 

man of Abigail Adams, son of a noston mfn>!>!i(it ; horn May 18, 174f>; tutor at 
Harvard in 1774 ; left for Kurope on the oucbreak of the war; became pastor of a 
•mall oongiegation at Stdmoath oa the ooaat of Davonsblre ; letnmed to Amei^ 
ica in 1781 ; librarian at Harrard 1787-1791 ; prepared the firtl printed catelogue of 
the Harvard College Ubrarjr ; was preceptor at Dumuer Academy, Byflekl, ll^l- 
1809 ; testljehapialD of tba Ahnslioase hi Boston; died September ISM, aged 
ei),'lity yoars ; was never married. N. Cleaveland, The First Century of Dum- 
mer Academy, pp. S4-39; Journal and Letters of Samuel Curwen, pp. 69-71, 73* 
106, 180^806, 406 ; Christian Euminer, toL xBL pt>. 897-8901 

5 " Htzekiah Packanl, of Newtown, Mi<lr11fSt'X Co., was twenty four the Cth of 
last December. Ue has a good share of original wit ; but Ids genius ia not uncom- 
mon : his Improvements are greater than those of the students in generiU, bat 
not such At to place him in tiie first rank of snhulars. As a iipeakcr lie ia too 
moch addicted to a monotony, wtiaterer his declamations are. Uis disposition is 
good, and Ms moral diaraeter to nntmpeadiable.'* J. Q. Adams, diary, May 22, 
1787. Packard's fatlicr was a farmer in Briil^iewater, Mass. Ho was born 
I>ecember 6, 17C1 ; a soldier during the Uevolutiun, a boy of fourteen he was in 
the battle of Hariem Heights ; had an nnfortonate hospital cxperfenoe ; cnltfTsted 
his farm; and filially, in the spring of 1782, decide<l to prepare for collc^je. In 
1787 Uezekiali Packard taught the Grammar School in Cambridge and bad a 
room in the oollege. He was a tutor hi mathematics Ibr four years from 1780; 
was pastor of tlio church in Cliulmsford from October. 1793. to July 29. 1802; apas- 
tor at Wiscasset, Me., from 1802 to 1830; pastor at Middlesex Village of C helms* 
ford, Mass., from 1830 to 1886 ; for sCTonteen yean a traslse of Bowddn (Tollefa 
and for ten years Vice-President ; l»e died April 25, 1849, at Saleni. See Memoir 
of Rer. Hexekiah Patikard, D.D.; chiefly autobiographical (1K60). &8 pp.; J. 
Adams, Memoirs, toI. rili. p. 400 ; Memories of S. Willard, vol. i. p. 

• Eleazar James (H. C. 1778) was a tutor from 1781 to 1789. Timothy Un- 
dall Jennisim (U. C. 1782), bom July 16, 1761, at Douglas ; tutor 1785-1788 ; re- 
ceived the honorary degree of M.D. in 1824 ; died in Cambridge Oct(>l>er 19, 1845. 
" Harvard College, 1786-1787" in H. Adams, Historical Essays, pp. 106, 118. 

* Philip Doddridge, Course of Lectures on Pnciimatolopy, Ethics, and Divin« 
ity, 2 vols., 1763 I2d ed., 1776). When J. Adams was in college, all Juniors 
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into the hands of the thoo1of];ic;il professor, whirh h its proper place j 
and gome attention to history is to \m called forth by the recitations 
on Saturday moruings. Tbo mathematics will be taught iii better 
Older than they have been heretofote} and indeed U ■Iways apfiearM 
absard to nw, (liat Sopbomoree thoald atadj Eudid, and learn common 
arithmetic after they cominenoo Juniors. Hent^forth arithmetic, with 
some little practical geometry, survejing, trigonometry, d:c., nre to be 
taught them before they begin upon Euclid, — all the chantjc.s which 
the doctor mentioned wiU, I think, be for the better. Dined with 
Mr. Andrews and paaaed the afternoon at eollego. Jntt as I wai 
going into prayers, I was stopped by a coupio of French officers from 
on board the fleet now lying in Boston Hitrl>our.^ They desired to 
see the colleger. I waited on them into the library, the mnsontn and 
the philosophy chamber. After they had satisfied their curiosity, they 
•at out for Boston, and I ibr Bratntree. It was hotween six and serai 
o*do^ before I got away ; at abont nine I arrived at Braintrse, where 
I found all my friends well. 

5.'th. In the forenoon I went to Weymonth. to return Dr. Tufts's 
horse. Dined at tlie doctor's and passM the afternoon there ; wnlk'd 
leisurely home, and arrived at about sunset. This morning Mrs. 
Crsodi and Iter son* went to Boston. My consin intends to read 
law with Mr. Dawes,* and will enter his office next Monday. Very 
damp sultry we.ither. 

26tb. I did not attend meeting this day. Employ'd myself chiefly 

and Seniors were n!h;;:c J to attend aserieaof lectures on divinity and were exam- 
ined " on auigned portions of tbe theological part of Doddridge's Leokores.*' 
See JoMSh Qainejr. Hist of Harvard Unirerdtf, rot. ii pp. 250, 240. 

' August 28, 1787, thcrt' arrived in Boston harlior a French gquaiiron of iercn 
sail under tlte command o( tbe Marquis de SeaaeTiUe, who had brought to Amer- 
ica, in 1778, the treaty with France. It remUned tUl September 28. See the 
••Centim l " 

s " William Cranch, of Braintree, was seventeen the 17th of last July. The tin 
eff blood, strengthened by those of the rincerest Mendship, unite me to Mm fn tbe 
nearest manner. Our sentiments upon most sulijeots are so perfectly similar, that 
I could not praise his, without being conscious of expressiug a tacit applause of 
my own. Bis manneit I can however pronounce amIaUe ; his spirit, nobly inde- 
pendent; his Judgment sound, and liis iiuftgination lively. His thir.«t for useful 
knowledge and tiis fondness for study is not surpassed by tlutt of any individual 
in the dass : happy were It for me. If with a perfect coincidence with his opin- 
ions in general, I could unite the same talents and the same accomplishments." 
Diaiy of J. Q. Adams, March 19, 1787. William Cranch was a classmate of J. Q. 
Adams at Harvard. He was appointed by John Adams a Judge of tbe Circuit 
Court of the District of Columbia, and wss later its GUsI Jnstks. 8ss ApptetODt 
(^lopmlia of American Biography. 

• Thomas Dawes (H. C. 1777), bom in Boston in 1768, studied law under John 
Lowell ; 1792-1802 a Justice of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts ; 1802-1822 
Judge of the Municipal Court in the town of fiostOO. W. T. Da? is, Hist. «f 
the Judidaty of Massachtuetts, p. 186. 
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in reading and writing. Bfr. WelcP preach'd for "Mr. Wibird,' and 
diije<l liete. Miss Street and one of Capt'n lieale's sous, with Mr. 
J. WaiTdo ' dined with lu likewise; ia the evetiiog Mrs. CrftDcb mad 
Dr. Tufts returned from Boston. My onde Smith has been Ibr some 
time very ill of a complication of disorders. The doctor thinks he 
is at present better than ho has been, but that the symjjtoms arc yet 
dangerous. Up late in consequence of an afternoon nap; read some 
poetry and some proee, in a cursory manner. 

27(h. I employ'd mysdf in the forenoon with making some neoee- 
■ery prepamtions before my final departarefor Nc\T})ury-Port In the 
afternoon I accompanied the ladlos to Mrs. Qiiincy's.* ^lis^ Nancy 
h:i3 been very ill, and is ranch thinner than when I saw her last. 
She is, however, recovering. Pass'd an agret»able afternoon, and 
mtarn'd home just after dark. 

28th. Rode out in the mommg with Mrs. Chmeh.' It rain*d hard 
all the afternoon — chilly north-<>ast wind. The fruits of the earth 
are at this time extremely backwanl, f>n f^ccount of the little Iieat 
and the great ruins that have prevailed this sianmer. The protiuctioua 
of our lands require frequent, laiher than plentiful rains, and great 
heat» as the sammors are so short. 

1 Rev. Ezra Weld (Tale College, 1750). pastor in the neighboring South Pre. 
dnctof Braiatree from November 17, 176'2, to August 17, 1807; bora inPomfrety 
Conn., June 18, 1786; died at Bniniree Janiuiy 16, 1816 ; brother-in-law of Dr. 
Mtcnjuh Sawyer of Newburjport. Burd, Histof Norfolk CSoontj^l*. U8; Bwd, 
Hist, of Essex County, 1744. 

* Rev. Anthony WiMrd (H. C. 1747), pastor of the Nordi Freelnct of Brain- 
tree, later (after 1702) known as Quincy, f*jr forty-five years, from n'),") to ISOO; 
born at Portsmouth Febmaiy 14, 172d-'2^; died at Quincy June 4, 1800. In 
1760 John Adams describes bim as baying a great knowtedge of baman nature^ 
but as being steeped in a " ilroiiisb efTeii>in;icy ; and, on Fast day, 1775, Mrs. 
Abigail Adams drove to DedUam because she " could not bear to hear our inani- 
mate old bachefair." J. Q. Adams wroto, April 15, 1787; * Went to meetiog in 
the fori-nooii and licard Mr. Wibird preaeb. The inr)3t ])leasiti(; part of liis i>er- 
XonaaoccB is his reading the Psalms : I never hearc] any person road poetry with 
SO much .propriety, and energy. He appears inspired at those times, though 
never in his own disconr:^e3. I did not go in the at'^ernoon." John Adams, 
Works, voL IL pp. 60, 72, 1U7 ; Letters of Mrs. AbigaU Adams ( 1 H 18 ) , p. 48 ; C. F. 
Adam, Three Episodes of Massnchnsetts History, pp. 641-648, 762, 841. 

» Probably Joseph Warren III. C. 17S0), son of General Joseph Warren, bora 
August 10, 1768; died April 2, 1790; an officer at the CasUe. FroUuagham, 
Life and Times of Joseph Warren, p. 645. 

* M«. Ann Quincy, widow of Josiah Quincy (1709-1784), grandmother of 
Jusiah Quincy, President of Harvard University. " Nancy " married the Rev. 
Asa Packard, of Marlborough, a brother of J. Q. Adams's cbssoiate, Hezckiah 
Packard, and (bed Febraary, 1844. at the advanced age of cffblgr. Edmond 
Quincy, Life of Josiah Quiney, p. 5G. See infra, p. 28. 

* Mrs. Mary Smith Cranch, aunt of J. Adams, wife of Richard Crancb, 
motherof Judge ?nUiamCranch.^ 



Digitized by Google 



DtABT OF JOHlf QUIKOT ADAMS, 



28 



29th. Riin'd in the fore part of the day, but dpared np in tlio 
afteruoou. I weut with my gun down upon the niardhea; but had lo 
Sport. Game laws are said to be Erectly opposed to the liberties of 
the subject: I am well persuaded that tiiej may be carried too &r, 
and that they really are in moat parts of Europe. But it is equally 
certain that where there are none, tliere never is any game; so that 
the difference between the country where laws of this kind exist and 
that where thsgr are nnknowii must be that in the former very few 
isdividwds will enjoy the privily of hnntin|f and eating venison, and 
in tlie latter this privilege will ho enjoy'J by nobody. 

30ih. Staid at home the whole day. Doctor Tufts was bom in the 
mornitijr, on his road to Boston, and in the creninfr on liis return. I 
took a uap lu the afternoon and had a strange dreaiu. 1 cannot con- 
ceive where my imagination nmsadk'd the ideas wbidi prevailed at 
that time in my mind. This part of the action of die human sonl is 
yet to be accounted for, and perhaps has not been scrutinized with 
so mnch accuracy as it might have been. In the evening I read 
about one half of Mr. Jefierson's Notes ' upon Virginia and was very 
much pleased with them ; there is a great deal of learning shown with- 
out ostentatioDi and a spirit of philosophy equally instructive and 
entertaining. 

31 St. A very warm day. Ramblinj;^ al! the mornin;^. T met a couple 
of French officers, gunning on my uncle's f.'irm. In the afternoon i 
went with the ladies, to see my Grand-mamma;* returned at about 
dusk; and dosed the last day which I propose to spend in Braintree 
lor some time. 

Saturday, September Ist, 1787. 

Between nine and ten o'clock this morning I departed from Braintree 
with Mrs. Cranch ; we got to Bfr. Foster^s at about twelve. I went to 
Mr. Dawes's ofBce, whore I found Cranch and Forbes; dined with 
tlie former at Mr. Foster's. Stroll'd about town all the afternoon, and 
just before nrnwi T took a walk to Cambridge; where I arrived at 
about eight o'clock. 

2d. Attended meeting all day. Mr. HilUard* preach'd; much in 
tibe old vray. The meeting house» however, did not look as it was wont. 
The s^me defidoftcy I found there that I had perceived m the ooll^iee 

1 The first English edition of Jefferson's "Notes" was i nni!, 1782; the first 
American edition, rhiladelphia, 1788. 

^ SuMiuina Roylston Adams, daughter of Peter Boylston, of Broekliac^ bom 
March 5. IGdd; died April 17, 1797. A. N. Adams, Adams Hist 

• Rev. Timothj Hilliard (H. C. 1764). pastor of the First Church in OambridRe 
from October 27, 1788, until his death. May 9, 1790. Born Kcnsin-t n n. h., 
February 28. 1747; tutor at Harrard V^mi; pastor at iiarosubie 1771-1763. 
rkt|s^Iilst.afCemMdgs,p.m . 
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•nd emywlMra in tbit town. All my dummtes gone. I dined 
at Hr. Wi^gletworth'i with Packard. Pegg7 ftppMrs as amiabla 
M 6v«r« I pus'd tfa« evening witb my brotherii nod lodg'd witli 

Tom. 

M. I pass'd about an bonr, before dinuer, with Mr. Wiothrop, the 
late librarian. He is much of a politician ; his opinion with teapect 
to the iltnation of the eonntry b nlwaya fitvonble. IXoed with Hr. 
Andrews. Lincoln,* the Senior, was there ; n yonng Ind of good abilities, 

and of great application. In the afternoon I mt-t a couple of French 
offiwrs in the College yard, who wish'd to see the libmry and museum; 
but the butler was not to be fooud, and they were obliged to defer 
the gniifieatioa of Ihdr cnrioaily to some Ibtmv opportunity. Li the 
evening I sat about an hoar in my brothers' diamber. A nnmber of 
Jnniors were COlleGted in a chamber near there, and were enjoying 
fill the pleasures of conviviality; It broti'^ht to my mind the frequent 
scenes of a similar nature, at which 1 was present, a short time ago. 
An involuntary sigh arose iu my breast ; I left the chamber to put a 
Stop to melancboly reoolleetbn, and went to the bntler's room; I 
lirand Mr. Stedman and Mr. Andrews with him, and pass'd the 
remainder of the evening very agreeably. Stedman • and Harris " 
exerted their talents at telling stories, and diverted us very much; 
between nine and ten, I retired with Mr. Andrews and lodg'd wiUi 
him. 

4tli. After breekiast I retnm'd to College, and on Ae way stopped 

at Ihe President's. He was not at hmne, but Mrs. Willard desired me 
(0 take a letter for Sophy,* who h now on a visit at Newbury-Fort. 
At about ten o'clock I went with a number of scholars in the stage 
carnage for Boston ; just as we were going off we met Craiich who 
hid indk'd up from Bostcm, expecting there would be a me^ng of the 
^ B K thb forenoon, bnt as it is deferred till to-morrow, be retnni*d 
witb us. I attended Court, but there were no causes of any great 

1 Abncr Lineoln, bora Joly 17, 1766, in Htngliam ; married Hannah, ^ughlcr 

of Gi-ncrnl Benjamin Lincoln; wns preceptor of ! i rl y Aratlemy 17W-1S05; 
died June 10, 18^ Hist, of Hiogbun, vol. L part ii. pp. 138; voL iL 
p. 481. 

^ Sterimnn, the InxT student with ThcopbUas Fhiions; see nipra, p. 14 ssti. 

* Harris ; s«e infra, p. 20 note. 

* Sophia Willard married Fhin<'Is Dana, Jr., Auprust 4, 1801 Faise. Hist of 
Cambridge, p. 6<J2; II. Adams, Ilistoncal Ra«ays, pp. 102-104, for J. Q. Adams's 
opinion of President Willard. " Cranoli and mjself dined at the Fresident's. 
Mrs. Willard Is as dtflerent In her manners from the President u csn be; they 
form quite a contrast. Mrs. W. is easy and utiaffccte<l, and appear* not to be 
made fur cerioiony. He ia stiff and formal, attached to every custom and 
trifling form as much as to what Is of consequence ; however, he was quite 
sociable ; much more SO lodsed thstt I shonld hsTe •xpaoUA,** J. AdasMb 
Septenber 10« 178ft. 
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importance argned. Dined with Mr. Dawes, in company with Mr. 
Gardiner,^ who was oooe an orator on the 4th of Jaly. He is an 
oiigiual duutMter, hat ahowi much more wit in his private oonversft- 
tion thnn in bin pulilic perfomuwoea. I had (M);:a<^'ed a place in the 
stage to go to 2s'e\vhuiy-l*urt to-morrow, and I found some diffionlty to 
dtiicngago myself ; however another person applied in the afternoon, 
and I retaia'd my place for Friday. Pass'd the evening at Mr. 
Smith's, with Mr. and Mrs. Otis and Dr. Weldi' and his Lidy; lodgU 
with mj ooDsin at Mr. Foster^s. 

5th. Took an early breakfast, and walk'd with Cranch to Cam- 
briclge ; we got to Packard's chiimber, y.wt nftor nine o'clork. There 
Was a meeting of the <^ B K. The president * and vice-president^ being 
both absent, Mr. Andrews presided fur the meeting j a number o£ new 
xegnlationB were mtroduoed ; the ret^nation of the president was read 
and accepted. Just before twelve, the officers for the ensuing year 
were baliotted. Mr. Ware^* (who arrived josk before the choice) was 

1 John Gardiner, the Boctonian who serred at junior counsel in one of the 
celebrated " John Wilke* " ca««fl in Baf^and, dsllvMcd the enutoa at Botton on 
July 4, 1786. See J. S. Loring, The Hundred BotKKi Qratoi% pp. 168-178 { 
Appleton, Cydopffidia of American Biography. 

* Presamably Deacon Isaac Smtlh of the Dratda Square Chwcb In Boston ; 
8:imuel AUeyne Otia (H C 175^)), brother of James Otis, father of H irrisnu 
Gray Otis, one time speaker o[ the Hoote of Delegates of Massachusetu, Secre- 
tary of the United States Senate, et& ; Haif , hts seoond wife, daughter of Deacon 
Smith. This tame grnim, inc;! tiding Dr. Welwh, ia mentioned in the di.iry Sep- 
tember 26 and UctoUer 14, im. Thomas Welsh, M.l). (U. C. 1772J, bom at 
Charlctlown Jane 1, 17GS; married Abigail Kent, Araghter of a sea^ptaln of 
Charlestown, niece of Dencon SmUh ; was an army pnri.-( m rt r( \inetoii and 
Bunker Uill; March 6, 178S, delirered the lost of the avrit^s of orations at the " Old 
Bricic Church" on the site of Combill-sqaare to eommcnorate the Boston Ma» 
sacrc. In 1787 Dr. Welsh was a physician residing on Sadbury Street in Boston. 
In 1709 be was surgeon at Castle Island ; physician at the hospital at Haiasford's 
Ishuid for many years ; memlier of the Boston Board of Heattb : viee-imsident 
of tliL' !M i^^^ iiusi rts ?.Ti lical Sodetjr in 1815; a member of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences; died at Boston February 9, 1831. J. 8. 
Loring, The Hundred Boston Orators, pp. l&i, 155; Wyman, Genealogies of 
Chnrleslown, pp. 571, 1007; J. Q. Adiiras, Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 4; etc 

* Joshua Paine (H. C. 1784), son of Rer. Joebua Paine, of Sturbridge, bom 
Peee m ber 6, 1T6S; rsoelTed the degree of A.lf.from Tale in 1787 ; installed orvr 
the churcli in Charlestown January 10, 1787; died February 2C, 1788. See Peter 
Thacber, Somon preached at Charlestown, February 29, 178^ on the interment 
of Her. Joshna "Pwbm, Jr. llr. Pidoe was [at Mr. HUllard'sl and appeared 
quite happy in his new situation. The people of Charlestown, who never 
oould be united in their opinions for a nitnister» are universally very much 
attached to him, and hie talents and Th-tues are such as wilt probably preserve 
him tliat esteem, which he has erery where acquired. Mr. U. appears to bo 
Tery fond of him, and prcnd cf hhn M a brother." J. Q. Adams, Janaaiy 
15, 1787. 

* B«r. Bcnix Wan^ Tie»-Fkcrfdant| 1786»1787i rteiidcn^ ITBT-ITU. 

4 
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elected president; Mr. Harris,* vice-president; Abbot,^ secretary; and 
Phillips,* treasurer. Lnmodiatelj after thia Imiineas waa Ibushed, we 
iralk'd in prooemon to t!ie chapel, preoeded by tha two oratora 
(LowM and JWmmoi). Freemaa ** gm us m omtido eontaining mis- 

> William Harris (H. C. 1786), tiwn a atndent of theology ; later (lflOS-1816) 

rector of St. Mark's in New York anil (1811-1820) President of Columbia CoiloKC. 

« Probably Abiel Abbot (H. C. 1787). bom December 14, 1766. at Wilton, N. U. ; 
taught at PbilUps Andoverind at Harvard; pastor of tiiedrareh at Gorentrj, 
Conn., 1795-1811 , compelled to resign for " heresy " ; Principal of Dumm«r 
Acailetny 1811-1819; farmer in AndoTir ; in 1821 established a school at Chelms- 
ford ; in 1826 took a farm in Wilton ; 1827 to 1839 pastor at PeterboronKh, N. H. ; 
received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Harvard in 1838 ; died in CaoH 
bridge January 31, 1869, aged ninety-three. Sprague, Annals of the American 
Pulpit, vol. viii. pp. 220-211 ; Cleaveland, The First Century of Dummer Acad- 
etnv, p 42; Abiel Altbot^ ele., Genealo^cal Begister of the Abhot Family 
(1847). p. 7. 

* John Phillips (11. C. 1788), a member of the Massacliusetts Senate for nearly 
tweuty years and first Mayor of Boetoo. See J. Q. Adaou, Mcmoin^ t<^ L pp. 
i49, 4f'.7, 4fW; vol. viii. p. 40r). 

* April 'J, 17S7, J. Ailams wrote: "Nathaniel Frremnn, of Sandwich, 
County of Burostahle, was twenkj-one the 1st of last month. Few persons are so 
libiT.illy giftiii by nature as this gentleman — he is of a middle sire, luit extremely 
well prupur ttoned, his countenance is very handsome and full of dignity. As an aui- 
mated speaker he sMnes unrivaled in our class, and f or britlisncy of imagination 
))'.' is inferior to none of his fi llow stuilonts. He appears to be well acquainted 
with liisi peculiar excclloiice, aad has therefore cbielly attended to composition; 
perhaps he Ims v;onc too far in this respect so as to neglect other studies eqmdly 
useful. In tlie laiigii.'tges, in the mathematical, and plii!o»ophical pursuits, and in 
metaphysics, thuugh superior to the generality of the students, he is, however, 
surpassed by many individuals. He was formed for an oratoir, and as saeb ha 
will bo ili»linf(uislieil whether he plead at the bar or ailrTir-iHtcr at the altar. 
With great sensibility lie unites great ambition; but notwiihstaudiag his numer- 
ous advantages he is as free from Tani^ as an j person of my aeqoaintanee. 

is warm in his friendship, and perhaps rather too keen in his rcjtentments. Ilia 
passions are strong, but their violence is counteracted by the generosity of his 
heart He has many imperfections which are the eoocomitante of homnnltj; 
but upon the whole it would be dtfflcnlt to find at this unircrsirj a more promis- 
ing character." Tlie son of General Natlianiel Freeman, M.D., he was bom in 
Sandwich BCareh 1, 1780; studied law; in 1794 neeived a unanimous Tote, sere 
onn, - ReprojiontatiTf' to Confess, and served two terms; died .\uiru8t 22, 1800; 
a brigade major for sixteen years of his short life. See Freeman, Hist, of Cape 
Ced, ToL t. p. 661; vol. «. p. 187. The " Mass. Centtnel" toe Jnlj SI, 1787, 
gives a highly laudatory account of his oration at the Harvard Commencement. 
On May 21 Mr. Adams wrote, " Was employ'd the chief part of the day in 
wrHing my part for Commeneeneot, and have not yet Unlshed it As I am 
conisciouM of liaving no talent at rhetorical cotnposltion, this allotment has given 
me a vast deal of anxiety. As my part is of tlie same kind with that of Freeman 
whose ddef talent, among many otheiv. lies in this kind of compositions, I dread 
the comparisons wliich may be made; and altliongh my friendship for him is 
such that 1 shall rejoyce to see him perform his part with universal approbation 
and unbounded applause, yet I cannot help fearing Aat eentrasts may be drnwi^ 
whiehwitltdbetdlsgnMiipoBttia.'' Apparently the fMn liara axpiaaiad 
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cellaneons obserrationg, witliout nny professed suhjfrt ; and tliis like all 
hia other porforniances wo-h extrcim-ly well written, and equally well de- 
liver'd. Lowell ' gavo us au eucouiiutn upon historv, which coiitaiued 
a number of very <;uod obMnratioiMf bat his delWery wm not withoat a 
share of that affectation wbieh, if I tnay to ezproM mjselff is natural to 
him. The students attended very generallj except those of the Senior 
class ; who V-pt off, from a spirit of envy, all except D.' We return'd 
to the butler s room, and soon after proceeded to Mr. Warland's, where 
we bad an excellent dinner provided for va. Besides the members of 
the preeent Senior dass, tbere were present Mr. Kendall,* and Mr. B. 
Green,^ Mr. Ware, Mr. Andrews, Mr. Harrw, Packard, Cranch, Free- 
man, and myself. After passing a eou[»le of hours in friendly niirih and 
festivity, at three o'clock we aiijourn'd again to Packard'^ chamber, 
where we voted to admit Mr. Baticroft^ a minister of Worcester \ Mr. 

unfounded, as andcr d.ite of Commencpment Dny (TnJr 18) he wrote that he " wai 
complimented and flattered on everj side. One such daj ever/ jrear, would 
niia ms." '*Banrud College, \t9^Wn^ in H. Adaou, Historioal Etaajs^ 
p. 99. 

^ John Lowell (U. C. 17^), son of Judge John I^well, became one of the 
Isaden of the FcderaUf t Party In libMMidniietts. He and J. Q. Adams do net 

seem to hnve hnrmniitzed when they were both mpmlK?r?i of the Massachusetts 
Senate in ; Joha Lowell was then one of the supporters of Timothy Picker- 
kif ; later, a tigDcr of the letter of November 28. demanding of J. Q. Adams 
the nnmc'3 of the Federalist lenders charijed with wishing a dissolution of iho 
Union in 1808 ; he also signed the " Appeal to the Citizens of the United States " 
of January 28. 1829. J. Q. Adams, Memoirs, vol i. pp. SSS, 260, 46B, toL tL p. 14 ; 
H. Adiims. New Enjjland TV Icrili-tn, pp. 45, 91, 1?5, 4]0-n4; etc. 

* D. did not sustain an euviable reputation in later life. lie became a min- 
ister ; divided Ae etaareh at Porofieti Cmiii., and tliereby secarsd a peslorate 
for himself; hut became a drunkard sad lost it; dlsd 1808. See D. Bon^ 
Hist, of Tomfret, Conn., pp. 14, i& 

* Sanniel Kendal (R. C. 1782) was piertdettt of the Society, 1781-1788 and 
1784-1786. Bom at Sherburne, Mass., July 11, 17."^ ; enrried to Xova SloI!,! by 
bis father; worked on farms till he could purchase tlie last two years of bis 
minority ; croning the Bay of Fundy with a friend ia a little boat, be made his 
way to Slierl)uriic ; studied under Rev. Elijah Brown; joint-d tliL' army when 
the war broke out; entered college when twenty -Are; supported himself when 
there by teaching sebodil at Waitham in the Tacation, eta ; was a pastor at 
Weston from November 5, ITSO, till his death. February 16, 1814. See W. B. 
Spmgue, Annals of the American Pulpit, vol. rili. pp. 170-181. ^ 

« Benjamin Green (H. C. 1784), bom at Waitham to 1704 ; siristant pastor at 
Med way for fiye years from June 25, 1788; at M.irbleliead ; removed to Maine 
in 1798; was preceptor at Berwick Academy; read law ; became a Judge, and 
was n. 8. Marshal for the District of Maine; died in 1837. See Jameson, Hist, 
of Medway, pp. 382, 383. He married a daughter of the Rev. Jonas Clarke, of 
Lexington, in wliose house John Hancock and Samuel Adams were the night 
Panl Revere gave the alam. Three other daughters married nembsrs of the 
♦ B K Society, Oie Rst. Dr. Ware (1786), Ber* Dr. FIska (li86),andtlie Ber. Dr. 
Harris (1780). 

* B«T. Aaron Bancroft, DJ). (H. a 1778), pastor of the Unitarian cborehiA 
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Packard^ of Marlborough ; and Dr. Barker,' of Hingham, as members 
of the Society without the usual forms. On account of the Dudleiaa 
lecUifB we adjoara'd the meeting till 6ve o'dodc, wkea we agam met, 
bat there bemg no further business, ti\e moetiog was tbeo dUioked* 
Tlie Ifcttire was preath'd by Dr. Howard-* The subject was natural 
relfgiou and bis text was from [^/jlank]. And we also are his offspring. 
The sermon was replete with sound sense and a wholesome doctrine, 
M ell the lennont that I ever heud from this gentlemaii have boon. 
In the evening I called at the Preaident'a and at Mr. Wigglei«oitb*a» 
and took their lettert for NewbiU7«Port. Lodg'd at college^ wiA 

Clarke. 

6th. This morning after breakfastinj; with Mr. Andrews I walk'd 
leisurely lo Ikiiiton. Just before I left (Jambridge tlie parts for exhibi- 
tion were distriboted; Charles has a dialogue with Eraenoo.* The 
circumstance gave me more pleasure than any allotment that I ever 
had my.-^elf. As soon as I arrived in IJoston, I iuunediati'ly went to 
Court, and found them engaged u[>ou the trial of one Johu Sliehune for 
burglary. The Attorney Greneral * began, in behalf of the Common- 
wealth* He examined hb wUaesses and said hot little» observing that 
he should wait to see what defimoe the eonnsel Ibr the prisoner had to 
make. Mr, Wetmore * spoke first for the prisoner ; at the first ontse^ 

Worcester from February, 1786, until his deatb, August 19^ 1989; first President 

of the Antericiin Uiiitariftn Association (1825-1836). 

* Asa Packard (H. C. 1783), a broUier of J. Q. Adams's classmate, nezckiah 
Faclcard, bom in Bridgewater, May, 1768; entered the army nt sixteen as a 
flfer; woundet! at lliirlern Hci;iht"; was a pastor at Mnrlbornu^rli from .NJun-h '23, 
1785, to May 12, lbli>, witli the exception of a few moiitlis at the time when the 
Unitarian scln'sm oocmTed ; died at Lan H'-tcT, March, 184^ He married NsiMiy 
Qoiriey. St-c> tuftra, p. 22 ; C. flmlson, Hist, rif M Tr!h')rouKh, p. 4*27. 

* Dr. Josliua Barker (U. C. 1772), a piiysician in liiuKham,b<>n) March 24, 1753, 
at Hingham ; died April % VBM. J. Tbscber, American Msdicsl Biography, 
ToL L pp. 143, 144. 

* Rev. Simeon Howard, D.D. (H. C. 1768), the well-known pastor of the West 
Church in Boston, who li.nl recently (1785) received the degree of S.T.D. (rota 
EdinbuTj;h University. The text waa Acts xvii. 2B. "Doctor llowaril tlicn 
delivered an excellent eern^on [at the iiistiillation of Hev. Junathaxi Burr at 
Sandwieli) to the general satinfaction ; full of candor, benevolence, and piely, 
with the mmt lihcTHl spntitiionts." April 1ft, 17HT, d-nry of .1. Q. Ad.'iuis. 

* Kc'v. Williani Knierson (H. C. 17b9), only son of Kev. William Emerson, of 
Concord, grandson of Rev. Joseph Emerson, of Halden ; father of Ralph Waldo 
Kmer^on; p.istor of the First Church in Bo'«tr>n 1790-1811. Later, when a resi- 
dent of Boston, J. Q. Adams attended thia chim-h. and September 13, lb07, liis 
Mn Charici FTmnds Adams was baptised hj William Emerson,— rsodvidg Ms 
fir^t nnmc in rcmemhranfp of the Chnrlet Adams mentioned in tlie text, wliowas 
nu longer living. See McMnoir in 2 Mass. Ilist. ColL, voL L pp. 

* Robert Treat Paine of Boston, proseeelor hi the Boston Ifessaore tlisi la 
1770; signer of the Dt cUration of Independence ; etc. 

* WilUam VVeunore (il. C. 1770), born October ^U. IW). in Middletown, Conn. } 
for manj jmn an attoncj at fialam; sines 1786 a "Banister at Imw,'* rcsMlng 
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Be attempted to address the passions of the jury. Mr. Dawes who sat 
next to me observ'd that this was a bad omen. The pathetic, he said, 
shoulii alwajs b e reserved for the latter p a rt of th^ ^ga. A man should 
gradually grovT wwrm (aaid M Im» advaneee in his subject ; Uka a 
whMl which Msqwret heftt bj rolling. The evktoooe whidi Mt, Wet" 
more produced was very favorable to the prisonw* If true, it proved 
an alihi ; aud it proved likewise that Shehaiie had bought the arti- 
cles which he was ch^rfjcd with stealing; but ihpy told so many dif- 
ferent stories, and the Attorney General produced such evidence that 
they were perjured, tliftt J think no elreM coold be hid upon it. Mr. 
Tudor ^ spoke much at length in the aftenxKin; and very ably. Mr* 
Paine, closed for the Commonwealth, at about seven in the evening. 
All the Judges ' (there were four present) appeared to be of oiiitiinn that 
the prisoner was guilty. At hall past eiglit, the jury vim puck d, and 
the Court adjonru'd for an hour; bat the jury liad not then agreed upon 
ft yerdiet; npon which the Court adjonm'd till nine o'dock to-morrow 
moniing. I was so en^rel7 engaged the whole day in hearing this trial* 
which was very interesting, that I had no time to go any where else. 
Between ten and eleven at night I carried vay bundle to Mr. ColmauV 

hi 1787 in Bofti» ; later a Judge in the Court of Common Fleas of Su£Fulk Cotmty 
and, after the reorganixsUon of the eemts in 1811, of the niddle of the six 

circuits into wiiirlj ^fas•achusett« waa (livided — inclinling SufToIk. Essex, nnd 
Middlesex counties ; he died November 19. It^, in Boston. W. T. Uaris, Hist, 
of the Jadieiaiy of Haia., pp. m-DH, *m, 296>297. 808 ; Fleet's Almsaack for 
1787 nivc'g a list of twtnty ' ]^i:;i-tors at Law" in Miissadiiisetts, of fortjr-nine 
" Attomles at Law practising at tlie Supreme Judicial Court," and of fourteen 
* Attomlet practising at the Common Ptess." Both WiUiam Tndor and WUUui 
Wetniore belonged to this liigliest onler of "Bacristerii*' the qosiillMtiom of 
wbicli ate given by W. T. Davis (pp. 296-207). 

1 William Todor (17SO-1810) had studied taw under John Adems, and was a 
classmate nnd inl:ni;iti' fiirnd of Theophiius I'arsans; later, in 1802, he was a 
<M>Ueague of J. Adatus as a Cummissioner of Bankruptcy in Massachusetts 
and as a State Senator. He wss one of the fonnden of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society. Se« Memoir by his son in 2 Mas-!. Hist. Coll.. toI. riii. pp. 
28&-326; also 1 Bfass. Hist. Coll., Tol. vi. pp. 140-154; see also John Adams, 
Works, ToL X. p. 482, for a long oorrespondenoe from 1816 to 1819 on the histoiy 
of the Revolution ; J. Q. Adams, Memoirs, vol. i. pp. 250, 253 ; etc. 

* In 1787 there were five justices on the bench of the Supreme Court of Massa* 
diasetts: Willfaun Cashing, of Scituste; Nathaniel Peaslee Sargeant, of Haver* 
hill ; David Sewall, of York ; Increase Sumner, of Roxbury ; and Francis Dana, of 
Cambridge: the latter had not sufficiently recovered from bis illness to attend. 
Fleet's Almmaefc for 176T. See Proosedings, xiii. 2U5, 296 for brief sketches of 
tlie members of the Court. 

* A line of stages ran from Casco Bay to Georgia three times a week ; the 
stage for the east left Ool. Colman's adjoining the Mill Bridge," i. «., the bridge 
on Hanover Street over the Mill Creek which has since been filled in. Fleet's 
Almanack for 1788, eto. See Winsor, Memorial Hist, of Boston, toL iL p. zUi, 
for a map. 
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from whose bouse the stage sets off, nnd I took a bed therCji in order 
to be ready to go very earlj ia the morning. 

7tb. At three in the moming I wae routed, and got into the earriage 
in company with a merchant of Portsmouth, and a sea captain of 
Newbury-Port, lately arrive<l from South Carolina. Nothing very 
interesting occurred in the course of our j j'iniey. Wo dinfMl at Tpswi'rh 
and reach'd Newbury-Port, between two aud three o'clo. the afteruouu. 
After taking poaaesiion otmj room at Mri. Leathert's, I went to Ur. Pai^ 
aotts's office, where I found Thomson and Townsend.*^ I eoon went to 
•ee mj friend little, whom I found at Dr. Swett's.^ I passM an hoar 
there, and then went with Little, and deliver'd the chief of the ktfcrs 
with which 1 waR rharged. Little came home with me to my lodginira, 
and passed pan of the evening with me. As I was up so early in the 
morning, and was aomewbat fatigued with my journey) I retired early 
to bed. 

8th. I arose in the morning quite refresh'd, and immediatalj after 
breakfast went and took my station in the office. T bojran upon the 
^ first volume of Robertson's History of Charles the V.' which Mr. Par- 
sous recommended as containing an account of the feudal institutions, 
from which were derived many of the laws which are now establiBhed 
in different parts of Europe. I have already read the hook; but 
thought it wouM be best to peruse it again. I was no where this day, 
except at the office and my lodgings, Saturday evening : rather tedious. 

1 Horatio Townsend (IT. C. 178.1). born in Me»inf!<l March 29, 1700: oponeJ 
Lis law office there ; in 17^1 his name appears in the liat of attorneys practising 
at the Snpreme Court of Massaehusetti ; in 1790 he wu appointed spi^cial justice 
of the Court of C n Pleas and boom after clerk of the CourtM ; he waa removed 
bj Governor Gerr>- iu 1811; was re-appointed the next jear, and held the office 
till his death, July 10, 1898. His residence was {n Dedfaam. Burd, Hist of 
Norfolk County, p 15; Tiklen. HUt. of Medfleld, p. 498. 

' Dr. John Barnard Swett (U. C. 1771), descended from one of tbo original 
grantees of Newbury, bat bom at Marblebeid June 1, 1752, where hia father was 
a merchant lie was adopted and educated by his preat-nncle the Rev. John 
Barnard, of Marblehead, for whom he wa« named and who prrieved when he failed 
to become a minister. Be studied surgery at Edinburgh for three years under 
Dr. William Cullen, living there at the time of Hume and Robertson ; served SS 
surgeon on an expedition to the Falkland Islands: visited the hospitaiR of France 
and England; returned to America in 1778; served as a surgeoii in the army 
under General Sullivan in Rhode Island and in the expedition to the Penobaoott 
returning from the latter, after the destruction of the fleet, on foot to the Kenne- 
bec; settled in Newbury in 1780. lie died in August, ITiW, in canjbHtiiiK an 
epidemic of yellow feTcr that was terrorising the town. He was a memher of 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences; Com^spondin;; Secrotiiry of the 
Massachusetta Medical Society; and toolc a very active intorc-t in tlic fraternity 
of Freemasons at Newburyport James Tliaclier, Anierie.m Medieal Biopraphy, 
vol. ii. pp. 106-110 (article sttmcd D. A. T. — is this Dudley Aikins Tyngi). 
Moses Little was studying medicine in Dr. Swell's office. 

• The flisteditliui was pubUibed hi 1700. 
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9th. I (lid not attend meeting this day, for Bcveral reasons. At home 
the whole day ; it was extremely long and tedioua. I amused myself 
with NftdiDg in the first toIuom of Bidr't* lectarea. I ba^e already 
penned die work ; bat 1 dunk it dosenret a teoond reading. Betirod 

early to bed, merely from ennui. 

10th. AttC'iuletl at the office thf v.holr day. Continued Robertson. 
Thomson en^aijcd this morniiij; to uke the charge of one of the town 
scbooU,' ^OT a year. It will interfere very much with his attendance 
at the office. His fother,* who it very rigid in his religions opinions, 
and probably entertains an nn&Tonrable idea of the profession of the 
law, is very averse to his son's engaging in it; and takes every oppor- 
tunity he can to di-scoura^c his son from the study ; and it is supposed 
he took this method among others to draw od' his attention from this 
parsttit. Bat he will oertainlj fsil in the attempt, and I doubt whether 
Thomson will keep the school, more than half the year through. In 
the afternoon we walk'd to Mr. Atkins's, and found Mr. John Tracy * 
with him ; we pass'd part of the evening at Mr. Tracy's house. I 
tluin' t with a French gentleman with whom I coiivers'd about half 
au hour, litituru'd home between eight uud uiue iu the evening. 

11th. Thomson began liis attendance upon the sdiool this morning 
and attended at the office all the Idsnre time he had. If lie should 

1 Ircctiirei on Rhctorir nr. 1 Relic? Lcttrp? hy tho Rov. Hogh Blair, B.D., 
pastor of tlic» High Cliuft;a ui KdinLurgii auu ii kciurer at the Uaivtrsit^'. Lotk- 
don, 178.}, 2 voln. 

- The North School on Bartk-tt's Lane, now Winter Street. The building is 
still Btaoding, having been a dwcUing-licmHe since 1826. S. A. Emery, Keiuiois* 
ceocM of a Nonagenariaa, p. 220; J. J. Currier, **Ould Newbury," p. 613. 

• Deacon Thomas Thompson (-i^o'it f nrty-flvc years of n^it^) was a deacon in 
the cJiurch of the Kcv. Samuel Spniij,' — iiio SeconU Congrcpatiimal or " Norlli" 
Chnich in Newbaryport — the one formed in 1709 by tlie amicable withdrawal 
of the more orthodox from the " First Tteligiou* Society of Newburyport," on the 
ioatallfttion uf the llev. Thoiuaa Ciu-y. Samuel Spring, Discourse delivered 
March 13, 1808, in consequence of the deatli of Deacon Thomas Thompsoin; 
The One Hundred and fiftieth Annivensiy cf the Hist BeUglons Socle^, pp. 
28. 2y, etc. 

* John Tracy (H. C. 1771), hi 1787 a man of thirty four; bom April 10. 1763^ 
married in 1776; a Justice of the Peace; an Adjutant-General of ttie militia; a 
inemt>er of St. John's Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, a vestryman in St. 
Faal'a (B|iIioo|m1) Church for over tbirt]r>flTe years ; died March 1, 1816. He had 
seen a brief service in the army nrdcr General Sullivan in Rlioile Island, ani 
like his brother, Natlianiel Tracy, had prospered as a merchant during the early 
days of the war end later lost hsevilj. Tet he itilt dwelt on sriitocfatie BIgh 
Street in one of its finest residences, secured to his children by his father. 
Judge John Lowell built tliU house, the duplicate of the "Timotliy Dexter 
Boom." which stands beside it. Bev. Dsnrld Tappan, pastor at West Newbury, 
and Dr. J. B. Swett were his classmates; see supra, pp. 12, "0. Stc Currier, 
"Quid Newbury," pp. 618, 677-681 XUuatratioDS of both houses will be Xound 
there. 
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make a practice of this it muRt, necessarily bf> ps^t^ntirtll y ii jurioas to 
his health. I dined this day with Xuwu&tiud i yma d tiiu uveuiug at 
home in reading and wiitbg. 

ISth* Tfaining day for tho alarm lisL From sixteen to mxtj years 
the iuhalntants of this Commonwealtb are subjected to the duties of 
militia-men. As a student of II irvard University, I shall be exempted 
for three years, for all the sons ut ilarvard are cousidered as students 
at that seminary uutill titey commence masters of arts. This forenoon 
I finish'd the first volnnie of Robertson's Charles V. and, as I read near 
]a connection with my studies, I shall not proceed with the other vol- 
umes. In the afternoon 1 took np Vattel's ^ Law of NaUire and of 
Ifations, 

13th. Dined with Dr. Kilham ^ at Mr. Carter's. This is a very 
Iriendly, obliging old geotlemauf about eevettty-thrae years of age, as I 
collected from his conversation. He is very sociable^ and is a great gen- 
ealogist. He gave me a much more circumstantial account of my an- 
cestry, for four or five generations back, tluin I h \<\ ever known before; 
and i am toM he can give the same kind of iulurtaaliuu to almost any 
body clae. He has two sons with him ; both 1 believe between twenty- 
five and thirty years old and one daughter.* One of his danghters was 
married in the beginning of the sommer, to Mr. W. Smith of Boston ; 
and his eldest son proposes to be marricrl in the spring to Miss Eppea 
Cutts. who has made her appearance heretofore in this journal. Her 
sister, Miss Nancy Cutts, is now upon a visit at Mr. Carter's, and dined 
with U8. I think she is handsomer, and that her manners are ttaaet 

1 VatteU L« droit des gens, etc. Neufchltel, 175S. 

> Dr. Daniel Kilham (H. C. 1777). a fellow boarder at Kn. Leathsfi's. Bom 

at Wenliam, he was prepu-cil for collctio at Dumincr An loniy, Btu'lii-d mo«1icine 
with Dr. Hol^oke, of iMileui, disliked tiie work of his profe«aion, and decided to 
be an apothecary at Newburyport In 18M he retired in ill kealth to hb fsna 
in Wenlmra; died October I'l, 1841, aged eighty eight ; was never married. He 
was one of the fouoders of the American Aoulemy of Arts and Scieooes. See 
M. O. Anen, Hist.' of Wenham, ppw 146-148. 

• Mary Carter married Edward Cutts, brother of IM'-s Eppes Cotts, April 17, 
1790; lived in Porumouth, N. U.; died in North UartiHtid, Vt., March 11, 1840, 
aged aereoty'four. Nathaniel Carter, Jr., married Elixa Eppes Catrs May 1, 
1788 ; (Jieil in Kennebunk June 10. 1842. His wife was born In Portgmouth, N. fl., 
May 5, 1765, and died in Kennebunk June 23, 1857. Anna Holyoke Cutts, boru 
in NoTember, 1767 ; died Aagntt 80. 178S. C. H. O. Howarcl, Genealogy of tlie 
Cutts Fan>i[y, pp. 4"2, 43, 79, SO. The }ounf,'or son of Mr. Carter was probj»])ly 
Mr. Joebua Carter, a slup^wner in Newburyport, who represented Uie town in 
the Leglslatare In 1790, and took an aeUve part in the erection of a new meet- 
ing-house for tlie First Parish Cliurch in 1800. J. J. Currier. "OuM Newbury," 
pp. 442, 445, 711,712; Hard, ilist. of Emcx County, p. 1741. William Smith 
(H. C. 1776), son of Isaao and Elltabeth (Storer) Smith, bora Jnne 10, 1756, in 
Boston; married Hannah Carter; died April 6, 1810; a merchant in Hnston, 
having, in 1789, a store on Sute Street and a house on Court Street ; a kinsman 
of Mrs. Abigail Adams ; a brathcr id BeT. Isaac Smith (see tupra, p. 20). 
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than those of Irer niter* How the comparison might be in mentil qml- 
iflcatioiis r am not able to decide. I was alone this aftenioon iu the 
oirici*, as Townseiid and Thomson were both gone to see the manor'uvres 
of the four companies of militia of the train band, who were thia day 
Ibxiiiiog themaelTM for aotdien. 1m the evening I pass'd an hour at Mr. 
Tnas'a. Kn. Tafia ie very nnwelL 

14th. The weedier for dd* week past has been from day to day 
alternately very warm and very cold. These sudden tmitoitionfl, which 
in this country are very couiaion, are ahuost too powerful for our con- 
stiiutioiis: to foreigners they are almost intolerable, and I believe 
even the inliabiteata» who trcm tbetr hirth have heen oted to them, 
•offer more fipom them than they ere aware. This fbrenoon I recdved 
a letter from my friend Forbes, enclosing one for Miss Jeneii and in 
the evening I called and delivered th-u wliich was consi^ed to my care. 
Mr. Parsons arrived just before dark from Boston, and was the be:irer 
of a ahort letter from Cranch. The Supreme Court have adjourn 'd 
from Boston till some time in Deeember. jSUAorc, the fellow whoie 
trial I attended, was found guilty, and is now under seotenoe of death. 
liUt al] the prisoners who were convicted of treason have received a 
full and free pardon. Is it mucli to tlie credit of our government that a 
man wiio has stole S0£ worth of plate should die for the otFence, while/ 
otiiers commit treason and murder with inpumty ? ' I pais'd the even- 
ing and aupp'd with Townsend. We amnaod onraelvsa by playing 
backgammon. At about ten I retired home. 

ITith. Dined with Townsend and Thomson at Mr. Parsons^s. I 
finished tliis day the lirst volume of Vattel. Tlic first book treats 
of the duties of a nation with respect to itself : the second of its obli- 
gations towarda others. His sentiments and prindpiss appear to be 
dictated by good sense and real virtue. They appear all to derive from 
that law of nature, which every person of common sense and common 
honesty must wish to prevail : — Do as you would bo done by. Mr. 
Parsons endeavoured to persuade Thomson to give up his school ; he 
told liim it would in&Ilibly «ther murder hia health or his studies ; he 
himself had tried it for two years and it had almost min'd him. My 
trunks at Iwgth arrived from Boston, and I shall at least have more 

' Tlie ftlliislon is to the exorcise of poneral clemency on the part of Governors 
Bowdoin and ihincock to tho«e conoerncd in what is known as Sliajs's Rebellion. 
This uprising bad bc«n tnpiirMMd darini; the month of Febrnary, 1787. The 
trials of tho?e concerned in it took place during the following Marcli, and four- 
teen were convicted and sentenced to death. Eight were pardonedi and the 
mnafnder rsfprieved hf Ctovemor Bowdofn dnring his term ox offlce. Ck>v«nior 
l?ow(if,in was succeeded by Govenior Ilancock in May, 1787, and a final pardon 
was issued by him on the 12th of September, two days before the data of the 
entiy in the text, ooreringr the cases of neRrly all under tenteneei Sea fiaxiy, 
Hist, of Mass., vol. iii. p. 255; Fiskc, Critical Period, pp. 188^184; MinOtkBilt 
of the Insucrectiona in Massachusetts in 1786, pp. 171-188. 
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oonvenrcnco than T have as yet had here. Little paas'd the CTening 
with me at my lodgiugs ; aud his company is always agreeable. I 
received a letter from Braintrea, The French fleet have received 
ordffiM to mQ immedlitely for tad it b added thejr Mjoined 
to avoid all Eng^th floeta. Ik U eonjectar^d that the afikirs in HoUaod 
are now arrived at a crigi^ and it is not impidbalile that £ii0^d and 
France will support the opposite parties.* 

16th. I took a walk this murniu'i as far n?? Dr. Tucker's meetinjr 
house ; ^ but it wm to litile purpoae, uules:i tiiu exercise of the walk 
was Boffldently benefidal to me to oompenaato my trooU^ lor Mr. 
Kimball happened to preachi and delivered the same sermon which I 
heard him read at Haverhill four weeks ago. As I did not incline 
to hear the afternoon sermon twice, 1 attended at Mr. Carey*8.' Thia 
gentleman ia a good preacher ; but appears extremely indolent. Uis 
manner ia alao lar from being graceful. After meeting I vent wiUi 
Dr. ffilham to his shop; and he lent me a number of pieoea of good 
music. He has a very pretty taste in thb art, though he does not 
perform upon any instrument. Just before dark I took a walk with 
Townseud, and called in at Mr. Atkins's. He himself was not at home ; 
his mother ui.J aister were.* Mrs. Atkins is a very sensible, agreeable 

^ 8«e Leckj, Hist of England in the Eighteenth Century, rol. t. p. 78. No> 
▼ember 10, 1786, a traa^ of aUianoe was formed iMCween Fnaat and HoUaad, as a 

re sult < .f tlio t^nmlty which h il s rnng upbetwe<?n KnRl.md and Holland during the 
Ameritittn war. The Prince of Orange, tlie hereditary Stadtholder, favored £o^ 
laad. Septerabsr, 1786, as a tesnlt of dHBealties In Hollsnd, the States deprived 
the Prince of the military authority. In J inn, 1787, they arrested tlie I'min: -s uf 
Orange on the way to tlie Hague. Her brother, Frederick William IL, king of 
Pnssia, intettoed; and the day after this entry in tiie diary (September 10) 
Utrecht surrenJered to the Prussian army without any att, inpt at defence. 
Prussia and England guaranteed the hereditary stadtholderate ; and, for the 
moment, English InHueooe became predomfaiant over French In6nfinoe in the 
Ketlierlands. 

s Dr. Tucker's meeting-house was in Newbury, about a mile from Mew* 
boiyport. It was the first diureih In the town. 8se J. J. Conler, Hist ef 
Newbury, pp. 335-344; Bar. John & Piq^Ua, Salmons preached 4 and 

September 17, 1806. 

* The ReT. Thomas Cary (H. C. 17GI), bom In Charlestowo to 1748, liadbeen 

the pastor of the first parish in Newburyport for nearly twenty years. This was 
the church over which the Rer. Jolm Lowell, ancestor of the Lowell family of 
Massachusetts, had been the first pastor and to wfdeh, in the present century. 

Colonel T. W. Higgineon and Rer. R. C. Watcrston gare brief periods of lervice. 
On the settlement of Mr. Gary, an Arminlan and Calrinist schism took place* 
the church losing a third of its members who were CalTinistically inclined. 
The legal profession was well represented here — Judge Bradbury, Judge Green- 
leaf, and Mr. Theophilus Parsons being members of the congregation. See AnnU 
Tersary of the Meeting House of the First Religions Society in Newburyport, 
<ktober 81, 1901 ; Currier, " Ould Newhury," pp. 480-447 ; etc 

* Ptidlcr .Atkin? (U C. 1781) cl.rin:;; d hi-> name in 1790 to Dudley Atkins 
Tyng to mUent from barah Tyog Wiuaiow &u estate in T/uguborough. In 1787 
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old hdj, whose oonTonation unites the TiTacitj of yooth with the 
Boond jadgment of experieDoed ege^ Her deaghter appears to be 

about twenty. She may hv more, or less, for near that period of life 
tlio cou!!tr^n:ince retaiDs nearly the same nnpfarmfe longer, pL-rliajn, 
than at any other age. She has fine eyes, and a very pleasing symmetry 
offefttaree; batnoteiiheiidioiiietetof leetb. We peat ebont en hoor 
there ; Towmeod stopp'd et my lodgings, and tarried the remainder of 
the eTening here. I received a coople of letters from Cambridge; 
one from Packard, and Uie other from Chirke,^ who ia now a Senior. 
Retired late. 

17th. Three of as in the office were employ 'd the whole day io tak- 
ing copies of the writs which are to be entered at the nejtt Cooft, whieh 
will sit in this town next week. General Freeman' pass'd through 
town this day, aod came to visit Mr. Parsons. Id the afterooon I took 
a walk with Littlo. At homv nil the eveiiin?. Weather very cold. 

18th. We had some mure writing to do this forenoon. Mr. Parsons 
went to Exeter, where the Supreme Court for the State of New Hamp- 
shire are now ntting. At iwdve o'oIocIk, I attended Townsend before. 
Mr. Justice Tracy. One M'Intier had prosecuted a Sarah Bayley for 
defamation in saying that he was a thief. T!n> parties could not ajn^e. 
They had not their evidence ready, and the Court was adjourned till 
three o'clock. Townsend and I dined with his worship. Mrs. Trac) * 

he was twenty-ftercn jrean of age and a Justice of the Peace. Descended from 
Oovenior Dndlej, he had been a tntor In the famllj of Mrs. Selden of Virginia, 
and gtmlicd law under In r brother, Jml^^e Mercer. Ilia father, Dudley Atkins, 
lepresented Newbuijport in the LegisUture at the time of the Sump Act, bat 
was M royaiitt ; hii faoOM^ tt is sidd, would hare been mobbed except for the 
prt?8ence of mind and tact of his wife. Sarah Kent Atkins. She wns left a widow 
with tix children in 1707, itroggied many years against porertj, loet one >on at 
tea, and taw two danghten roMrled. Reeentlj the had pnreihaaed a houie in 
Kewburyport, where the lived with a son and a daughter, Kebecca. SIic died 
October 16, 1810. Rebecca Atkint, bom March, 1767, died unmarried, June 23, 
1842, lired on High Street, and waa known at the **(Hend of all the joung people of 
the town." In 1796 I). A. Tyng waa appointed hy Washington Collector 
of the Fort of Newbury port, but loat the place under the Jeffersontao r^ime; ia 
beet known as reporter of the decisions of the Maasacbatette Supreme Oonrt 
from 1806 to 1822. See Memoir by liis friend John Lowell in 3 Mass. Hist. Coll., 
▼ol. ii. pp. 280-295 ; F. H. Atkins. Joseph Atkins : The Story of a FamUj, pp» 
57, 87-06; S. A. Emery. Reminiscences of a Nonagenarian, pp. 166-108. 

1 Edward Clarke (H. C. 1788) bom September 10. 1770, in Boston; tnteied 
the law oHlcc of John Lowell ; died July 6, 1791. at Lancaster. 

• General Nathaniel Freeman, of Sandwich, a well-known ReTolntionary 
patriot and versatile man, student of medicine and of iatv, di-tinguished a 
physician, an orator, and a soldier, Brigadier-General of the militia of Barnstable 
County from 1781 to 1793. His son Nathaniel was a clastmate of J. Q. Adamt. 
See tvpra, p. SO. 

• John Tracy married Margaret Laoghton May 2, 1775. She waa born May 
12. 1755, and died November 9, 1806. Currier, "Gold Newbury," p. 679. 6ie 
alto p. 681 ftttlie opinion of the Marivlt do Gfaaitalliis. 
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is an agreeaMft wonian^ still handsomo, hut with her share of vanity. 
At three o'clock the Court waa again opened : the parties Lad agreed to 
compruoiise the matter, aud hay\cy in to pay ihu costs. Neither of 
them, I beliflvef oould be easily d^veaed, hat htd the case been tried I 
auspeci the plaintiff' would have recovered damagea. After this weighty 
aAiir was brought to a conclusion, I took a walk with the Squire and 
Townseml nhnnt fhr-^e miles out of town, to one Sohier's, where we eat 
a couple of tiue muskiuelous ; it was dark beturo we got back to Mr. 
Tracy's. We stopp'd there and play'd backgammon about two hours, 
after wluch Towoaead and 1 returned to our homes. 

19lh. Tlie eqninoetial storm, whieh has been gathering m the 
heavens for a week past, has now appeared with all its violence and 
rage. Stedman arrived in town last eveuin,';;, and lias attended in the 
office this day. He brought me no letters from Cambricige, but left all 
frwttds welL We bad a violent debate io the o0ioei between Stedman 
and Townsend, upon a point of law. The contest began by a differ- 
ence of opinion between Townsend and me. Stedman was on my side 
of the question, and the dispute sfmn centor'd in iheni ; hook.-i were 
prrKluced and authorities hrougiit which both parlies declared to bo 
plump lu their favour respectively. Tuwutieud at lust finding three 
agmnst bim, (for Thomson bad sided lilEewise) got out of patience, and 
hinted to ns that we oonid not understand the meaning of the terms, 
as we had beeu so short a time in the office ; so we left him to battle 
it with Stedraan. An appeal was agreed upon to Mr. Parsons. Town- 
send, however, after shitting bis ground several times at length discov- 
ered that there was aothing in the case bat a misuuderstauding of 
words, and appears at present to give np the point. Bat he is food 
of these debates, and foiider of his own opinion. Thomson did not 
appear in the afternoon ; tliis, however, was quite peaceable. The 
weather was such as rendered a lire iu the ollice very comfortable. 
I was at home all the evening, reading llousseau's conft^sions.^ This 
is (he most extraordinary book I ever read in my life. 

20th, I expected this morning when I waked np to hear the winds 
whistle and the tempests roar; bat all was still and calm ; the storm 
was violent but short. We were pretty still tliis day at the ofTice ; but 
four at a time is certainly too many. 8ume one or oiher of us is talk- 
ing almost all the lime, and consequently reading does not proceed 
rapidly. little came and pass'd half an hoar with me in the evening ; 
but was engaged fiv the remainder of It. I cofried some extracts, and 
wrote a letter. 

21st. Quite still in the office this day. I read a good deat This 
afternoon Amory arrived j aud thus we are all five here. 1 called at 
Mr. Carter'a and desircNl him to take charge of a letter to W. 

2 iutt edition, Gt-ncra, 1782. 
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Cranch. I pMs'd Ml bouT OT two with Mr. Tufti. A T«I7 bMUtifill 

evening. 

22d. This forenoon I fuiish'd Vattel, Tho third book treats of War, 
Mid tlitt fottrth o( Peaoe ; moeli in the Mune manner ai ba tranli tba 
other parta of his rabjeel. ** Honetty is tho beat policy " Myt nabire ; 
and so suys Vattel. Mr. Parsons returned from Exeter before dinner* 
I intended to have gone to Haverhill this afternoon, to spend tho Sun- 
day there; but the weather was such as threatened a storm, and I 
gave up my plan. I went up with Townsend, Stedman, Amory and 
Staoey ^ to Sohiei'a taTorn about three milea out of town, where we bad 
aome floe meloni. We retom'd in tho dark. I ptaa'd the etening, and 
aupp'd with Townsend. 

23d. Attended upon Mr. Carey the whcle day. His manner fs not 
very agreeable ; but his stile is much better than common. Townsend 
called here in the erening. Amory set off thia morning for Boston. 
They aay it ia impoiaible for bin to atay three daya at a time b one 
plaee. He has been absent aix or w^t months and promised Mr. Pur- 
sniis some time ago that he would comt', and lie very steady .'ill tli rough 
the winter. He arrived here on Friday, has not yet been teu uiitiutes 
together at the office, and now is gone again. He is gone however upon 
buaineaB, and intenda to return to-morrow. 

24tb. Townsend went to Topafield to bear a cause tried beTore a 
JiMCioe. StedoMn has been hunting all over the neigbboarhood for lua 
horse, who disappeared on Snturrlay. Thomson has a whole week 
respite from his school ; but did not come to the othce in the afternoon. 
I was there alone. Amory return'd from Boston beween four and five, 
and at about aix aet off for Exeter. To-morrow he goea to Portsmouth 
and Wedneaday morning be intenda to be here again. Amidst tlie noise 
of the ofRce, which was greater than usual borauso thia is the last day 
before the sitting of the Court of Common Pleas in this town, I made 
out however to read about eighty pages of Blackstone's Introduction, 
and. making a few extracla. I eopied otiiera in the evening till quite 
late, and at thb moment my fingera are ao flil^ed with writing that 
I positively must throw by my pen. 

2oth. I have given up all pretences to sttidy any more this week. 
The Court of Common Pleas sits here ; and I shall attend that. It 
was near one o'clock this day before they met, and tlien they immedi- 
ately adjonru'd till die afternoon. I was there alter dinner. Nothing 
was done bnt calling over the actions. Judge Greenleaf * gsTe a very 

1 Geoi^e Stacej (H. C. 1784), bom in Ipswich; studied Isw ; die<l 1808. 

* Judge Benjamin Ori>enleaf (H. C. 1761), bora In Newburyport Match 10, 
17n'2 ; died January 18, 17!>0. Before and during the Kevohitionary War, a nu m- 
ber of tlie Executive Council ; now, 1787, Chief Justice of the Court of Common 
Flees for Essex Connty. HewaatfiafiitherlnJawofTheopbllQaFaraooi. B,y. 
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biiort charge to the grand jury, tu wliich lie obseired to them that 
freqaentlj persoas were charged, bj malicious eueuiies, o£ crimes 
whereof they were entirely iunooMit; end he reoommeoded to them Co 
/ be apoB their gunri], so as not to be deceived by falae aoetuations of 
that uature. The Court adjourned by five o'clock. I went aud took a 
walk with Mr. Syuiuies ' mul Tovvusend, Sytnmes was sworu in at 
the Court of Common Fleas this time hist year j but has not, 1 believe, 
M munediftto prospect of mwkiiig bb fortutie in the proibMioD. I wu 
iHtb Townaeud «t hie lodpugs till between mt«i and ^ht o'clock. 
Mr. Bmdborj * tbu afternoon told me a piece of newi which sbock'd 
me exceedingly, — that S. VT. was rusticated ; and for a crime which 
is the more luAimous becau^te it can be attributed aeither to joatbfill 
Icvuy uor to the extravagauco o£ ebriety. 

S6th. Attended Court the whole dftj. Little wee done in tbe fore- 
noon except calling over the cases. But in the aAernoon, a cause was 
tried by jury, between one Smith and James Brown. Smith had 
attached certain lands as tbe estate of Brown's father, to satisfy a debt 
due to him : Brown claim'd those lands as his property, aud produced 
in court two deeds, bj whidi his fitther bed made over tbe lands to 
him. The qneetion to be tried by the jurj was, whethw those deeds 
were valid, or whether they were given merdy to evade the payment 
of the father's dehL-^, and in order to secure himself a maintenance 
during the remainder of his life. Mr. Parsons, for the plaintitF, proved 
that for the real estate of the father, which at that time was assessed at 
£450, James bad only allowed him about 280, and that the chief of this 

Smith, Hi«t. of Newburjrport, p. 847 ; J. J. Currier, " Ould Kewbury," pp. 882, 
455; J K Greenleaf, Genealogy of tbe Grcenleal Family, pp. 66^160^^18-428^ 
etc.; W. T. Daris. Uiit. of tbe Judiciarj of Masa., p. 180. 

* William Symtne* (H. C. 1780) liad been a taw student with Mr. Partona. 
Tbe son of the Rev. William Symmes, D.D., pastor of the churcii at North 
Andover, he was bom Maj 26, 1700 ; died in Portland January, 1807 ; never 
married. On NoTember 15 of this year (1787) the young lawyer wrote his well* 
known letter to Peter Osgood, Toicing tbe opposition to the Federal Constitution, 
and yet asking for U a candid consiileratiuti. iliii reasoning against tbe Constitu- 
tion seuured him an clccuon to tlic Ma4i«Huhuaetu Cunvention, and he was there 
one of tiie ablest and most interesting opponeBts of Its adoption in its existing 
form. After the introduction of amcnipionts subsequently, by Governor Hancock, 
Mr. Symiiiea >Tit)Kircvr his oppositiun, utid, uulil(d his colleagues, Toted for tlie 
Constitution. North Andover did not follow his lead, became Strongly antl- 
fL'iierai, and, it \-i made life uncomfortable for liim, 80 that he removH to 
I'ortland iis curiy as 1790. Sec speechus of January 22 and I'ubruary ti. llisT, in 
Klliot. DebatLs, vol. ii. pp. 70-7'), 172-174; Memorial Discourse by the Hon. 
Nathan Il i/on; Kurd. Hi t of Essex County, pp 157(V-ir>H1 ir,G7, 167^1077; 
Abiel Abbot, Ui&L of Andover, p. 149; J. A. Vintou, bymmca Memorial, pp. 
80-61. 

' IV'^b.ibljr Theophilus Bradburr, wbcisP son George Brrt lbiiry wa?» a ■if'i lont 
in ILirvard College. 8. W. was for »unae yean a teacher in Vormoati diud at 
the age of teren^Hdne in an Iniaae ujfhm. 
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was bj paying debts for which he bad been previouslj bound with bis 
lather. Mr. SnlfiTaiit^ for the dtfe&daa^ tndnvonred to thow thai 
aiich dedncUoDB wen to be made from this estate as would redace it to 
•boot 280£, ami tiiat some other charges oaght to be added to what 
James had ailuwed his f:itlicr, which would make his contract quite 
equitable. The pleadiugs wero very interestiiifr, and it was after seven 
in the evening iiefore the case was given tu the jurj. The Court then 
adjonnied till the morabg, at nine o'dodt. 

27th. The jury upon the case of Smith and Brown gave their verdict 
in favour of the plaintiff*, and declared the deeds fraudulent. The next 
jury case which came on was between William Bartlctt and Daniel 
Dodge^ both of this town. Dodge, who is a mason, engaged to build 
and plaiiter a brick boose for Bartlett ' at a certain price, in the year 

1 James SalliTan, forQr>three yean of age, a Barrister at Law resident in 
Boston, had resigned a ptaee on the bench of tlie Sapreme Court to practise his 
professinn, and was alreadj well known as a member of the Legislature, of the 
Executive Council, and of the Congress of tlie Confederation. Later lie was 
Attorney-General (1700-1807) and Governor of Massachusetts (1807-1808). In 
1793, when the qucttion of the neutrality between England and Vnaot, tlie 
guarantee of the West India Islands, the reception of GciiLa, ami the revocation 
of the exequatur of Consul Duplaine were being agitatei), J. Q. Adams wrote 
two series of essajs fa the Boston " Centinel " under the signatures of .Marcellna 
and Columbus. James Sullivan, then A ttomor General, replied in the " Chron- 
icle" under the signatures of Junius and Americanus. J. Q. Adams retorted 
nnder the signature of Bameveldt; and the highly controversial papers of 
Americanos and of BarnevehU often appeared in the same issue. Attorney- 
General Sullivan was not ofTemkMl by this sli&rp criticism, but, ud the coutrary, 
employed the young and waiting lawyer in several oases. Their support of 
Jefferson's embnrff^ policy pro'lnccl r iHtical as well as personal friendliness be- 
tween the two, when J. t^- Adams wais a Senator and James SulUraii, Governor 
of Massachusetts; when OoTemor Sullivan died, J. Q. Adams was requested by 
the family to prepare an obitnary notice, which appeared in the " Chronicle" on 
the day of the iuoeral, and iias been reprinted by T. C. Amory in his Life of 
James Sullivan, voL iL pp. 320-325. See J. Q. Adams, Memoirs, vol. i. pp. 27, 
28, 502, 542; T. C. Amory, Life of James Sullivan, vol. i. pp. 288-290; vol. ii. 
p. 318. James Sullivan was the first president of the Massachusetts Uistorical 
'Bodely. See 1 Mass. Hist (Ml.,ToLLpph UB-SM; also T. C. Anoiy, vol. 0. 
p. 167. See infra, p. 56. 

^ William Bartlett (1748-1841), from a poor boy apprenticed to learn a trade, 
was, at forty, one of the wealthiest merchants and sMp«wnei« hi Nswbvryport 
A man of an iron constitution and of a sturdy nn 1 i;nyieMing Calvinism, as "a 
matter of conscience " strictly demanding " from the poor as well as rich, a prompt 
oomplianee with eentraotf,** be was a muoMloent donor to Andover Thediofiaal 
Seminary, and was even ready to release freely a promising apprentice like Pat- 
rick Tracy Jackson that be might better his fortunes by a voyage to India. 
B. V. Smith, History of IlewbnT3rport, fvp. 810-861 ; J. J. Currier, * OeM New- 
bury," pp. 162, 709-712. Mr. Eben F. Stone, at the Two Hundre<l and Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Settlement of Newbury (p. 100), noted that Newboiyport at 
this tima pos s ss s sd two classes of rich man, — Datton, Hooper. Tiafqr, Jaeksoiw 
John Coffla twM, hub of maU^ and of edncation, llriiif in aasa and dafsiioa 
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1778k Id tbe eomw of hU doing the irotk Ae ptper eotreiM^ depre* 

ciated considerably, and the question now is whether Dodge is to be 
held to the original sum, or wlietlier the monies he received at different 
times is to bo reduccH by the Rcalu of depreciation at those timps. Par- 
sons was for the plain uJl, iiradbury ^ for the defendant. Parsons, in the 
mldrt of bia plea, broke off end proposed to leave tbe matter to a refer- 
enoe. The paitiM agreed ; and the jury, after being employ 'd four or 
five hours upon this cause, were entitled only to half-fees. However,' 
they were probably gainers by the circumstance, for the case was so 
ditficult and intricate that they would have found it very difficult to 
agree upon a verdict 

After tbie was over two negroes and two wbite men were arraigned 
for different thefts. Ail of them pleaded guilty ; and were sentenced 
to whipping, hard labour, &c. At about dusk the Court adjourned to 
nine in the morniug. I dined at Mr TuftH'a. Thoni«K)n, Little, and 
Putnam passed tbe evening wuh mc. Putnam came to apply again 
Ibr ■dmlsjion into Mr. Paraone'i offiee. There was a btf meetiiig 
tbis evening, and tbe matter was to be laid before them. I saw Mr. 
Tbaxter after ibe meeting was OTor, bnt be woold not tell me what tbeir 
determi lint inn was. 

28ih. 1 learnt this day that the bar determiueU last evening to abide 
by the rule which they had adopted some years ago, which was that 
there sboold not be more than three stodwita in an office at onoe. 
Putnam therefore cannot be received by Mr. ParsoDS. I understand 
he has this day applied to Mr. Brndbury, who will receive hlni imme- 
diately. Court sat ail day, but fnially a<ijourn'd this afternoon, till 
next Aprili when they will sit at Ipswich. There was one trial by 
jury this forenoon. It was between Parson Hnrray ,^ of this town, and 

on the hillside ; Bartlett, Brown, Cooinb8« Marqaaod, etc., the new rich of that 
day, building their homes within sight cf their whaiTM and ttorehooses. 

1 Tlieophilua Bradbury (H. C. 1757), Barrister at Law and Justice of the Peace 
and the Quorum, resident at Mewboiyport; later member of Congress (17(>5-1T97) 
and Justice of the Supreme Ooert of Massachiisetts (179T-1H08). Titeophiius 
rnrsoiia liad studied law in his office in Falmouth (i'. «. Portland) befoieitWSS 
burnt by the British ; aftsr that both men returned to Newburyport, 

* Ber. John Murray was the pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Newbury- 
port, fanned In response to the preaching of George Whitcfleld. Tliin case in 
the law court was an incident in a long struggle of over fifty years. In 1749 
Jonathan Parsons, then pastor, complained in a letter to Blisha Williams in Lon- 
don that for refusing to "pay taxes to ministers on whose ministry they never 
attend, they were ' dragged about upon the ground.* 'dressed up in bcnrskins and 
worried,' were thrown upon carts, hauled through streets, and imprisoned with a 
— ' Lie there till you have paid the utmost farthing.' " Bj ITMtbe question was 
settled so far as tlio inlnliitants of Ncwbiiryixn-t were concerned But non- 
residents did not have dear a case- Tlieir riglits depended here upon the in- 
terpretation of the third article of the Declaration of Rights In the Cbnstitutioa 
of 1780^ which provided " that the seveial towns, psrlsbss» piedncts, and other 
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Ihe inhabitants of Salisbarj. One of the people of SaliBbaij attended 
always at Mr. Morray's meeting, bat was assessed in his own town : 

the question was whether his tax should be paid to ^Ir. Murray, or 
whether it sfioul.l to tlie support of the minbter of Sali>l)iiry. The 
jury brought in a verdict in favour of Mr. Murray. A similar case Ims 
two or three times been determined in the same manner. 1 tbiuk very 
improperly j and SO tlunks Mr* Pavsons. In the afternoon a man was 
eonvii^ed of stealing a oonple of sheep, fbr which he was fined thirty 
shillings* Parsons raid in England he would have been hung ; but I a 
little doubt. I dined at Mr. Carter's, Mr. and Mrs. Smith from Boston 
were there. Mr, Smith brought me a letter from W. Cranch, which 
gives me an account of the rustication of \V'. Tiie circum-stauces are 
madi to bis dbgraoe. I had likewise a letter from my &ther/ and 
one from my mother, of the 18th ft 20th of July. Some letters are 
yet remaining. Little was with me about half an hour this evening. 

29fh. T attended at the office the whole day, aiul resumed l^lack- 
stone, whom for three or four days I had laid asnie. i did not, how- 
ereft read a great deal. In the ereoing I took something of a lutig 
walk with Townsend; and as I retura'd stopp'd to sup upon the birds, 
whidt Amory and Stacey bad been bootbg for in the course of the day. 
There were thre^ otlier gentlemen there, ^fr. Coffin, Mr. Wiiislow, 
and a Captain Cocliran. We crot to ringing after ."UfiptT, and the 
bottle went around with an unusual rapidity, untill a round dozen bad 
disappeared. I then thought it was high time to retreat, and with 
some difllcuUy sUp'd away £rom those of the company who appeared to 
be the most inspired, and took a walk with Townsend ; it was after 
one in the morning when we got to my lodging^. After setting there 
about an hour and smoking a pi{>e or two, we both went to bed. 

80th. Although I had not last night been guilty of an excess so far 
as to be intoxicated, yet 1 had not suffidently consulted what my feel- 
ings would be this day to be entirely prudent I therefore arose this 
morning with a very disagreeable bead-acbe» which continued the whole 

bedlet poiltie or rriiffoos soelstles afian at all times bavs Ae ssdutiTe ri gbt ef 

electing tlifir public teaclicn and contracting with them for rheir support find 
maintenance. And ail moneys paid by the subject to the support of public wor- 
sM|N and of the pnUle tmeh«n aforesaid, •ball, tf he require <t. be nnlfom^f 
applied to the support of thr public teacher or tencbers of hi» own reUgioos iset 
or deoonaination, provided tliere be any on whose instructions he attends. Othcf^ 
wise it may be paid toward the iupport of the teacher or teacher* of the pwMi 
cr precinct in which said moneys an.' rai»i''l." Thi'* qutg'-on nrose nfrnin In 1706 
as to some inhabitants of Newbury who attended church in Ncwburyport, 
and It WM then settied hy a leglslatlTO act In thefr favor. J. J. CtNTier, *'Oald 
Kewbury " pp. 608-617; Iliatory of Newbury, pp. 381-384; H C. Horsy, 
Orifiia and Annals of the Old Sonth First Presbyterian Charcb, pp. 32. 33. 

1 John Adams was in London u Mf niater Plenlpoteailaiy to the Court of 
Bt Jsmee. 

6 
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day. I tiotdd neither attend meeting nor read» nw write; and peae'd 

t!ie day with much tediousDesa. In the eveouig, however, I took a walk 
with Townaendi and, after retoming, paaa'd an hour aft Mr. Tufta'a. 

Monday, OcLobor 1st., 1787. 

I have not yet got over the cousequenccs of our froHck on Saturday 
evening. Three whole evenings I have by this means entirely lost; for 
I eannot yet write with any comfort. How inaeparably in all caaes of 
intemperance is the punishment allied to the firaltl Stedmau went 
this day for Portsmouth ; will return here to-morrow, and tiikt; his final 
leave on Wednesday. IIo is going to open an oflice at Cuniltrid.jo, 
where I heartily wish him success. In the afternoon I weui with 
Townaend and ThomBon and laitle np to Sohiev^a, and had the nmal 
&re. We retnm*d leianrely in the evening* I waa too much fiitigoed 
to write much ; having, withal, a little of the head ache. Putnam 
arrivotl in town fhis afternoon, and, I suppose, will enter Mr. Brad- 
bury's office immediately. I t-hall find, 1 l>*'lifvo, very much the want 
of Mr. Par»uu»'s prc^uuce, when ho gous oil. iLn alteadaauu upon the 
Gen'l Court will engroaa hia time very mudi. Next week he will go 
to Beaton^ and will be gone, I suppose, nearly two months. There are 
n thousand questions which I shall want to propose to him, from time 
to time; but which I sludl be reduced to find out by my own indofttry 
and what assistance Tuwusend and Amory can give me. 

2d. I have at length recovered my nanal tone, and have been able 
thia day to attend to businesa with aa mndi aatiafretion aa common. 
Stedman came back from Portsmouth this afternoon. In the evening 
I carried a j);icket of letters to his lodgings for Cambridge. I brgan to 
ropv (tfl not a small volume of forms for declarations. This is u pieco 
of (irudjjury which certainly does not carry its reward with it. But it 
ia a necessary piece of work, for which reaion I think the tooner it ia 
liniahed, the better. I waa in liopea before I came here, that I should 
have Ume for reading books of entertainment; bnt, i^er passing eight 
hours a day in the offic», and spending four more in writing minutes 
and forms at home, I am not husband of time suHicieut to set any 
more apart for any kind of mental application. And indeed if for 
three yeara I can proceed with aa mueh industry aa I have done since 
I entered the ofBce, the d — 1 will be to pay if I have not some stock of 
law. Health is all I shall ask. 

3d. Continued in the first volumo of Blackstone. In the course of 
my reading this day I came across a paragraph which surprized me; 
it waa thia It ia a prindple of umipenat law^ thai the natnral-honi 
anljeoi of one prinoe, cannot by any act of liia own, nO| not by swearing 
aUeipance to another, put off or diBchaige his natural allegiance to An 
former: for thia natoral allsgianoe waa intrinsic and primitive, and 
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antecedent to the other, and cannot be devested without the concor* 
rent act of that prince to whom it wu8 first due." I enquired of Mr. 
Paraous hi& opinion upon the subject. Ue said that if instead of uni* 
vuHkl hm it wm «mmiioii la», the aMertion would be just ; but tiiat, 
in his opinion, bj the lew of nature every man had a right to pat off 
hb natnral allegianee, for good caose. And this I think moch more 
reaaou«h!e th \n to say that a man is obliged to serve and assist his 
sovereign, however cruel, tyrannical and unjust he may be. The doc- 
triuu uf Blackiiioue mutii, I thiuk, imply that of passive obedience j 
wbldi is not noir to ho refoted. It maj indeed be said that every 
unjust act is a tacit eonsent to the discharge of the snbjeet's allegiance t 
but this is struning the meaning of words a great length ; and I think 
it is much the best to cut the gordian knot, as Mr. Parsoos did.^ I 
wrote aluug in the evening till late. 

4lh. I this day concluded the first volume of my author ; and em- 
p\oy*d all the afternoon in copying from it, under heads. As Parsons 
goes to Boston next week, and will stay there so long that I shall prob- 
ably finish the book I am now reading before he returns, I cnqtiired 
of him, what would be best to take up next. He recommended, Sulli- f 
van's lectures,^ then Wright's tenures,' and then Coke>Littletoo.^ This 
eveuiiig I was at Mr. Tufts's; present at the marriage of bis daughter 
Dolly to Mr. Geo. Odiome of Exeter.* Mr. Gary perfonn*d the oere- 
mooy. I staid there to supper, but came away soon after that, as I 
spent my timo rurlier tediou-ily. Mercy Bttx^k^" from Medford was 
there: she is one ui the very lew unmarried women with whom I can 

* See J. Q. Adams, Memoirs, vol. ir. pp. 146, 147, for an applicstion of this 
principle by him, aa Secretaty of State la Prssident Monroe's Cabinet 

* FrancU S. Sullivan (University of Dublin), Leuturea on the Constitotion and 
La we of England, etd^ London, 1776, 2 vols. — a second edition, revised and en- 
larged, of a work pablitbed In 1770, and entitled An Historicai Treattse on the 

Feudal Law and the Constitution an<I Laws of England," etc. 

* Sir Martin Wright, Introduction to the Law of Tenares, London, 1730. 

* The flnt edition of Coke's CommentuHcs upon Littleton was published in 
1628. Accordingly it had been a legal text^book for one hundred and »\x{y years 
at the time of this entry. As the standard elementary treatise in tlu- Imnils of 
students of law, the Institutes were not superseded until the publlcatiun of 
Blackstone's Commentaries in 1765-1769. 

' " Dorothy Tuft«, eldest daughter of Dr. Samuel Tufts of Ncwburvport," 
born Marcli 22, 1767 ; married George Odiorne, " engaged in trade " at Exeter, 
N. H. ; died September 8, 17V8. iMer Odiorne removed to Boston, was a 
bank president nine rears, an nMerman in 1823 and 1824 ; and one of fif- 
teen to a»«ume reaponsibility for the erection of Park Street Church; died in 
Maiden December 1, 1846. J. C. Odiome, Genealogy of the Odiorne Family, 
p]). 7 f -H?,. '< Mr. Samuel Tufts " was on the Committee of Corresp<Mldenos and 
Safety aiipointed in 1774. Hunl, Hist, of Essex County, p. 1744. 

^ Mercy Brooks, born September 3, 1763 ; married, March 6, 1788^ CoCton 
Tufts, only son of Dr. Cotton Tufu, of We/nOOth. fiso SI^IV* P* 10, MOte Ij 
Usher, Uku ot Medford. pp. 628, 664, 66& 
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be 9(11 i:il)le after a short acquaintance: whether it is owing to some 
peculiarity of circumsiauceji or of character, I know not ; bat the fact I 
am tore o£ . . . 

5th. After writing a few lines in my oommon place boolc, I took the 
Bticond volume of Blackstone, which treats of the rights of things. I 
did not read much, and with the extracts which I make I shrill not be 
able to proceed with very rapid progress. Thomson, notwitbfitandmg 
he keeps schools, hold* an equal pece willi me. However he reads ia 
the evening, while I am empbyM fa copiyUig off the fonne. This he 
has already done, having been more than four months iu the ofltoe. I 
dined at Mr. Tufts's. The new married pair appeared quite calm find 
composed. Tn the afternoon, befof' it grew dark, 1 went dovvu with 
Thomson! and found Futnam ; with hiui we went to Dr. Swell's and 
ibonl little. From thenoe we redred very abruptly, and went home 
with Moeee. We epent the evening there and sttpped, after which we 
all returned retpeetively to our homes. Here I sat a few minutes with 
Dr. Kilham, my very worthy fellow boarder, and then retired to my 
room, where, what with copying forms, aud wliat with relating the 
business o£ the day, I have almost brought it to one in the nioruiug. 

6th. I altered my plans of study, and determined to copy forms io 
the day time, because I can do it notwithstanding all the noise tliat maj 
be going forward in the othce, and read at my own lodgings. I extract 
a great deal, and ara almost tired with it, but Mr. Parsons ndvi^es me 
by all means not to give it up. In the evening I received a long 
letter from my sister,* and likewise one from W, Cranch. 

7tb. I attended at Mr. Carey's meeting all day. In the forenoon he 
was qnite severe upon all persons who either did not attend divine servtoes 
BO Steadily as they might, or who, being at the house of the Lord, do not 
behave with proper decorum and respect. No person, said Mr. Carey, 
who is going into the presence ol aa earthly prince, will appear io a 
lobse, neglected attire, as it would be considered as a mark of con- 
tempt, and as an insnlt to the d^nitj of the sovereign. Ilenoe he 
deuced the necessity of a serious, devout, attentive mind, at times 
when we go more immediately into the presence of God. His conclu- 
sion, were it placed as a distinct proposition, uo oue I presume would 
deny ; but his perfectly stale and hackney'd allusion is in my opinion 
not only false, but impions. I wonld ask Mr. Carey, why it is neees* 
sary to appear with such an aoonrate precision of dress at the Court of- 
an earthly prince ? What other canae can be assigned for the impor- 

1 Mr<. Abigail Adaroa Smith, only t'nter of J. Q. Adams, two yenrs Iiis senior ; 
bom July 14, 1766; DuurieU June Vi, 1780, Colonel William Stephens Smith, 
who, a stranger to the family, had been chosen by ConfrreM as Secretary of 
Legation when John Adams waa sent as Mini^!ter to Kngland in 178'i; the died 
August 15, 1813. John Adams, Works, vol. iii. p. 298 ; vol. viii. pp. 2:29, 423; A. 
N. Adsmi, A Oensslogfcal Hiiloiy of Hsniy Adams, etc., p. 407. 
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tanco of a tiling so very indifferent iu itself, but the ridiculous Tanity 
and fantastic iopperj of the great? It is impossible to dcniuco an argu« 
meat from iimtUritj of effeet^ anlea» a lUce ninilaritj of caum wista^ 
and in thb caie the •uppositioo is not to be made. la abort, if oar 
preachers in general would not l«ke ao mncb puns as ti.ey do to prove 
facts which no man in his senses can deny, they would cave tliemielves 
much exertion of thought, wirhout injuring tlifir re|-u;at iotis. Iu the 
evening I went with Dr. KilliHm, and pabt an hour or two at Mr. 
Gerter'e; the family ere «n of them exceedingly agreeable. Miat H. 
Emery ^ waa there, a young lady with a beautiful coanlenaaoe, Ml 
elegant person, aod (I am told) an amiuble mind. What more c»uld 
any person wish to find in a female? a fortune? — ah! can a vile 
metal drag'd by the haudii of slavery from the bowek of the earth 
be put iu compotition with charms like those ? The wretch who could 
berboar the idea deservM to be barred forever from the picaanrea of 
friendship and of love. 

8ih. Atteiidtd iit the office, and wrote diligently all day. Cold 
we:ither coming on apace. Tliomson and I had some conversation 
before we left the othce at night. He is iu low spirits, and sees gloomy 
prospects. I hope be will realiie more happy ones, for he it an 
amiable, worthy youtli, with a dear head and a aonnd heart. Prom 
the oHloe we went 10 Ptttiiara*s lodgings. There Sam and I play'd 
together, he on the violin, T on the flute, for a couple of hours; after 
which wo sat with him till nine o'clock and then resix^ctively retired. I 
sought my bed quite early this evening. I cauuot study now much iu 
ray own room for waoK <i a fire. 

9th. I received a short letter from W. Cranch. I make a pretty 
rapid progress with my book of forma, and, if I am not interrupted, I 
hope to finish it by the latter end of next week, which will take one ^* 
heavy load from my shoulders. Putuam came to our otiice this after- 
noon ; he and Little paaa'd the evening with me. I intended to walk 
with lAtdBf but found it waa raining liard. I proceed very slowly with 
Bladcstone. 

1 naonah Tracy Emery, descended, it Is claimed, from Oovemor Thomaa 

Dudley, bel<jiigtJ to the N'cwbury branch of the Emery family; bom at 
Exeter, N. U., March 7, 1771. Ucr father, John Emery, waa lo«t at sea during 
this year (1787) i her grandfather, Noah Emery, for manj years derk of the 
Tlnuso nf Assembly an'! of the court in New Hampshiro, (lied the following Jan- 
uary (i788). A girl oi " itweet sixteen," she was living with her mother in Ncw- 
iNityport. Four years later (NoTember 1, 1791), the married Benjamfa Abbot 
(II. C. 1788), for fifty years printipnl of PhllUps Kxetcr Academy. She died 
December 6, 17^^, leaving one son, Jolin Emery Abbot (bora August 6, 1798^ 
graduated from Bowdoin CoOege in 1810, suoeeeded Dr. Barnard as pastor of 
the Nortl! Church in SnUni in ISIT), rlied unmarried, October 7, 1819; a rohimo 
of his sermons has been printed, with a memoir bj l>r. Hcury Ware, Jr.). Uuf us 
Emery, Oenaalogicai Recsorda of Descendants of John and Antliony E1M17, Mo., 
pp. 830^ 810, i Abial Abbots eto., Bagiitar of tba Abbot FamOy, pp. 4, ft. 
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10th. A very fine day. Amory and Townsend with n number of 
Other lads went out of town this aftenioon upon a partj. But I did not 
ftel duposed to join them* Tbomaon spent pari of the oveoing with me. 

11th. This aflernoon I took a ride with Dr. BSlbeni) m far as New* 
town to Bee Mr* Daltoo, but neither he nor bis lady were at home. 
We rode a mile or two beyond that, and returned just after dark. 
That road is very pood and the prospects all arontid arc very hpantifnl ; 
but the leaves begiu to fall, and tho year appears to proceed rapidly on 
a decline. Amory was with me part of the oTening. 

12th. The day pass'd as tmiel) e»sei^ that I had some potitical ehat 
with Mr. Parsons. He favours very much the Federal Constitntion, 
which has lately been proposed by the Convention of the States. Nor 
do I wonder at all that be should approve of it, as it is calculated to 
inerease the influence, power and wealth of those who have any already. 
Tf the CoostitnUon he adopted it will be a grend point gained in fiivonr 
of the aristocratic {)arty. There are to be no titles of nobility ; but there 
will be great distinctioiiB, and those distinctions will soon be hereditary, 
and we shall consequently have nobles, but no titles. For my own 
part I am willing to take my chance under any government whatever; 
but it is hard to give np a system which I have always been taught to 
cherish, and to confiMS that a free gOTemment is inconsistent with haman 
natnrc. 

13th. Captain Wyer ' wn"^ in the ofTice this afternoon, a conple of 
hours ; very zealous for the new Constitution. Was deairous of having 
a town>meeting to instruct their representatives apon the occasion} 
qnite enthnuastic^ and so are many other people. Tliis affcemoon I 
went, and requested the favor of waiting upon Miss Jones to the ball 
next ^roT. liy ; she will go if her health will permit. Little pass'd the 
evening witii me. There was a very brilliant northern light. 

14th. I wrote two long letters this day. One to J. Forbes, and the 
other to W. Cranch. Went inth Fatnam in the aftamoon lo Mr, 
Tncker^s meeting; and was mach pleased with the doctor^s preaehing. 
Putnam spent an hour or two with me after meeting. 

I.'ith. Rather dissipated the whole day. Could not study with 
proper attention, and indeed gave the matter up in tlie afternoon. At 
about seven o'clock we met at the dancing hail, and from that time 
Ull between three and Ibnr in tlie mwning we were eontinuallj dancing. 
I was nnacqu^nted with almost all the company ; but I never saw a 
collection of ladies where there was comparatively so much beauty. 
Two or three gentlemen got rather over the bay ; but apon the whole 

s n«iiimaUy Ga|ifeaiB WQUam Wjer, a tfiTiNmister,— om of the tix fonndera 

ef the Marini> Snriptv of NewburjTiort In 177*2 to promote the shipping interests 
and to sssUt needy etupniMters; died August 14, 1810, aged Beventy-five. Hunl, 
Hill, of Eissz Conn^, p. mi; CUrtisr, ^'Onld Newbsry/' p. 710. 
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the propcef^ings were as re^ilnr and agreeable as mi^ht be expected. 
Little lodg'd with me, and the clock struck four juat before we went 
to bed. 

16th. We roM at about nine o*doek. Dr. Kilham was jost going 
to take his seat in the ktage for Boston. The Dr. repreientB this 
town in the Gen'l G)nrt and goes to Boston now to attend at the ses- 
Bion, which opens to-morrow. I was at the ofiico in tlie forenoon, but 
could not attend much to any study. I took a walk with Townsend. 
Beturu'd again to the office, and, just as I had got ready to sit down to 
hosineis, in came W. Orandx and Leonard White from Haverhil], who 
insisted upon it that I should go there with them this afer i n ion ; and 
in sucli a pncifivc mfinner that I could not deny them. They rlincd 
with rae at my lodgings, and, at about four in the afternoon, we all 
mounted our horses for Haverhill. The wind was very high, and 
seattered the dnst so mndi that the tiding was Twy disagreeable. We 
drank tea at Rustell't and were almost half an honr crossing the riveri 
though the wind had considerably abated. At about seven we got to 
Mr. Shaw's honno. ]\ri?^s N. Qnincy and Bliss B. CrnTi(^!i * camo in 
from Mr. Duncan's soon after. Mr. Janies Duncan ^ invited ^V. Cranch 
and me to diue with him to-morrow. The troop of horse of which he 
is 1st lientenant are to parade in the morning, and he makes an enter- 
tainment for them. It was pasteleTen this evening when we retired. 

17th. This day a regiment of foot and a troop of about sixty horse- 
men paraded and were review'd by Genl Titcomb.' The weather was 

1 Elizabeth Cranch, cousin of J. Q. Adams, daiiRhter of 'niclmrd and Mary 
(Smith) Crancb, of Braintree; baptised November 27, 17G3; married, February 
11. 1TM, Rev. Jacob Norton, of Weymouth (■«• infra, p. 127) ; died Jaauafy 25, 
1811 Nash. Hist, Sketch of Wcjmniith n. 171. 

^ James Duncan, Jr., brother-in-law of John Thazter, First Lieutenant of the 
Seoood Troop of Horse In Bow Oonnty; In butfnen with his father James 
Duncan; became one of the leadinp mcrch'.i f ITaverliill. Ue eataMIsIicJ a 
Store, potaah-worlcs, and a mill for grinding tiaz«e«d at Lebanon, M. H., and it is 
said that in a period of twentj-iix months tie sent thither hj ox teams for the 
Country trade nmetj* thousnn 1 Tulliirr- wurlli of K<'>f>ds. He died in 1822, wlicn 
over sixty years of age ; his wife wm Rebecca White. Chase, Hist, of Haver- 
hill, pp. 462, 628; Hard, Hist, of Essex County, pp. xiri, 2003; Fleefk Ahna- 
rack for 1788. 

* Jonathan Titcomb, Migor-General of the militia of Essex Cotmty ; in 1787 
a man of about sixty ; pramineat In town and State daring the War of the Revo* 
lulion; selectman 1773-1775, 1777-1778, 1780, 1786, 1788; mndprntor of town- 
meetings 1778, 1779, 1781, 1780, 1787; Bepresentatire in the General Court 
1778-1788, 1786 ; delegate to tite State Constitutional Gonrentlon in 178(V and 
to the Convention that ratified the Constitution of the United States ; his mili- 
tary experience had been gained in the militia and as colonel of a reginaent in 
tlie brief campaigns of 1777, 1778 under General SulliTan in Rhode Island. Ilurd, 
Hist, of Ea.sex County, pp. 17.Si>-1741, 1763. In 1789 General Wnsliington 
appointed bhu naval officer of the distcict of Jlewbunrport; he died March 1& 
1817. 
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rather dkagreeaUe, though not so wiuUy as it was yesterday. One oE 
the foot eompaniet WM drest in the rtAo noifonn; that of the hone 
WM red faced with green. The horses in general were good, but the 
company has not been formed long, and are not yet perfect in their 
exercises. AVe dined at Mr. Duncan's. I chatted with Mr. Symmcs 
upon tlie new Constitution. We did not agree upon the subject. While 
we were talking Mr. Bartlett came io, and waa begiuowg to attack 
me. I told him I wiah*d to change the aubjeet, as I Alt utterly anequal 
to the task of opposing two persons of whoae judgment I had so high 
an opinion as Mr. Symmes and Mr. Rirtlott. IVirtletl luugh'd and said 
1 waa wry polite. " Adams,'' says Symmes, "you shall go lion;'" with 
me, and Laku abed to-night "3 — and I found that France in not iho 
only country where Toriek^s caeraf baa ita influence.' We walk'd up 
the hill whew the regiment waa parading in the afleraoon ; but the 
weather was so cold that I rctum'd back some time before they finish 'd. 
The General was drest and mounted ratlier shabbily : he haa never been 
employed iu military life j and uobo<ly knows how he came to be a 
major-generaL Passed part of the evening at Mr. White's; found 
Hr. Allen * nnd Mr. Tucker at Mr. Shaw'a : they ataid till abont 
nine o'clocli, and then returned to Bradford. 

18th. "We dined this day at Mr. Bartlctt's. Captain Wier wna 
there and Miss S. M'Kiustry,* who is uj)on the point of Ixnng married 
to Major Starke,* and Miss Barrell, a young lady from Boston whose 
coontenanoe indicatea miafortune. She had n loTCr, who fonook her 
upon disoovering that ahe had not a fortnne^ aa he had expected. 
Townsend came into town yesterday with Miss P. Greenleaf, and 
return' ! this afternoon to Newbury. The young ladies drank tea at 
Judge Stirgeant's. I spent the erening till between eight and nine 
o'clock at Mr. White's. 1 had m the course of the day, and have had 

1 The allttsfoii {• to the two lAapteni to the aeeond Tohmeof Stame't " 8eDtf> 

mental Journey," entitled "Tlip Riddle" nn<1 "The T?i(M!e Explained." "I 
stepped bsctilj after him : it was the Tery luau whose succeu in asking charity 
of tba wooMD before the door of the hotel had so poaded me, — and I foond 
at once his si ort-t, or at least the basis of it : — it was flattery." 

> lier. Jonathan Allen (U. C. 1774), bom in Uraintree February 16, 1748-8; 
ordained at Bradford June i. 17B1 ; Aed llaieh 6, 18S7. J. D. Eiogibnry* MeuK^ 
rial Hist, of Bradford, pp. 106-117. 

* Sarah McKinstxy, daughter of Dr. William McEinsti7, surpon-gcneral of 
the British hotpitalt at Boston hi 1770^ formtriy of Taenton; married M^|or 
Stark in 1767; died September II, ISflO. ngcd scvcnty-two. 

* Major Caleb Stark, eldest son of Major-Geoeral John Starlc. then (17S7) 
twentj-eiglit yean of age and a merelunt in HaTcrhill. Rtmning away from 
home wlien a Isid of fifteen, he joiiieil liis fiitlicr in tli. irmy on tlic eve of the 
Battle of Bunker Hill, and served throughout the War of lodepcndcncc. See 
C. Surlc» Bfenoir and Offldal Connpondaoee of Qenoval John Stark, pp. 844- 
S71 ; Ap^ion, Cjdopadia of American Biography. 
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every day since I came here, a great deal of oonversati -n with Mr. 
Shaw couceraiDg S. W., who still persista iu declaring himself inno- 
cent, tboagh every one who it ticqnainted wilih the dtconvteiioaf mmt 
be M fully eonTineed of his guilt, as if ho hud mmi him do the deed him> 
self. Mr. Shaw was much afflicted. He had great expectations lh>lD 
W., who had been his pupil, and whose reputation would in soniQ 
measure have rnflerterl honour upon his ijOStrttOtor} bat ** how art 
thuu fuliun, Luuier, sua oi the morning I '* 

19lh. W. Crencb moA the two young UdioB let off tl^ morning Ibr 
Boeton. The weather ia mooh inilder for them than it baa been for 
several days past I spent the forenoon with Mr. Thaxter at bis 
office. He is to l» published next Sunday. Dined at Mr. ShaVs. 
Just after dinner Mrs. Allen ' came in from Bradford, and inform'd us 
of Deacon Smith's death.' He died on Tuesday morning. The news 
came by Dr. Williama, who lodg'd et Bradford laat night Between 
three and four I set out to retora home^ and overtook F. Bradbury* 
and Winslow in a rhnise going the same way. At about half pa^^t flvo 
Igothome; and went and passM the evening with Townaond. Amozy 
ia quite unwell ; retum'd thiii day trom Porumuuth. 

20th* I waa more attentiTe a( the office than I cspeoted to be bo- 
tweea ^wo folliea. I had determined before I went to Havorliill, not 
to go ao for aa Boaton till the apriqg; but I have now altered my 
resolufions, and shall go from hence next Monday, for a fortnight. 
This is not the way to accjuire the science of the law, but dissipation is 
BO fatihionabie here that it is necessary to enter into it a little in order 
not to appear too aingolar ; and aa "Mr* Fanona will probably be abaeot 
for three wedca to oom^ I know not that I ean tdko a more eligiblo 
time for a vacation. 

21st. I attended Mr. Carey in the forenoon, and went with Putnam 
to hear Dr. Tucker * iu the afternoon. He is a very good preacher, 

1 Wife of Rev. Jonathan Allen, of Bradford. 

* iMse Smith, born in Charlestown Julj, 1710; married Elizabeth Storer 
October 9, 1740; a merchant in Boston; died October 16, 1787. He was a 
brother of Kef. Wm. Smith, of Weymouth, an uncle of Mrt. Abigail Adams, 
father of Ttaac Smith [tupra, p. 20} and of William Smith {tupra, p. 32, note 3). 

s Francis Rradbury, second eon of Hon. Theophilus Bradbury, of Newbury' 
port; bora 1766; died 1837; married October 6, 1803, Hannah Jones Spoooer, 
of Dorchester. W. B. Laphatn, Bra<Ujury Memorial, pp. 89, 118, 119. 

* Ranr. John Tucker (H. C. 1741), at this time nearly seranty years of age, 
had been pastor of the First Prirish in Newbury forty-two years. He received 
the dtpree of S. T. D. from Harvard College a few months before. Born in 
Aniesbury ; satlled at Nswbury in November, 1746 ; died March 22, 1702. On his 
in'atallaiion gome of the pnrin\'., thtnktn^'^ liitn inclined to Arminianism, withdrew 
and formed the First Pres by tor lau Cliurcii m Newbaryport He engaged in many 
•harp doctrinal controversies with the neighboring ministers. See Appletoo'a 
American Bi<)(,'rapliy for attsi of his satoions Iq print} J. J. CiuriAr, Hiskof Mew« 
bury, pp. S39-<^;; etc. 
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but the generality of his hearers Icw^k as if they were form'd of the 
coarsest clay. A namber of female Cgures iu particular leem to chai|^ 
BAtnre with having made groee nistakee. I paned the evening tOl 
aloioet nine o'doek with Pntnam. Towneeod took me from thei e uid 
carried me volens uolcns to sup with him. I iuteoded to have written 
a great deal this day, but all ray tchemes vanished with the lieeting 
hours, and I must now refer this matter till I return Uom my intended 
joaniej. 

22d. Hie weather jMterday did not look pnoifling, )mt ie tide day 

very clear, and for the teaeon nncommooly warm. At about half past 
nine I mounted my horse, and Towusend said he would take an airing 
and ride a few miles with me. The pleasantness of tho weather led him 
on till he finally agreed to go a£ far as liaverhiU, luteudiug tu return 
in the aftemooo. We rode part of the waj with Sobier, the eoliegian, 
who was on hit way to Groton ; and we got to Haverhill juat before 
twelve o'clock. I found Mr. and Mrs. Shaw had set out thit morning 
for Hingham. At twelve we went to Mr. Thaxter's lodgings, nnd 
found fifty or sixty people heartily at work, in which we very readily 
joined them. At about two, there were eighteen or twenty lefi who 
•at down to a table eovered with ** big bellied ** bottlee. For two boon 
or more Bacchus and Momua joined hands to increase the festivity of 
the company; but the former of these deities then of a sudden took a 
fancy to divert himself, and fell to tripping up their heels, ^fomus 
laughed on, and kept singing till he finally grew hoarse and drowsy ; 
and Morpheus, to doee the scene, sprinkled a few poppies over their 
heads, and set them to snoring in eoneert. Thb is, I bdieve, the first 
time that I have dived any depth into the pagan mythology since I 
undertook the direction of these very interesting memoim I haV6 
always bad the precept of Iloraoe in my mind, 

Nee Deus iutersit, nisi dtgrms vindioe nodus,* 

(i!id T trust the gentle reader will not think I have in thi9. instance 
violated that rule. But to return to plain insipid narration, by five 
o'clock tliey were all under the table, except those who had been pecu- 
liarly cantions and two or three stent topers. I had been very mod* 
erate, yet felt it was neo^sary to walk and take the mr. I rambled 
with Leonard White, over the fields, and throogh the streets till near 
seven o'clock. Then went home with him, and, after passiiiga ooaple 
of hour& iu chat, retired quite early to bed. 

23d. Rose at aboot eight this morning, and felt no inconveniency 
Ihmi the scene of yesterday. Townsend, who got so mveh engaged as 
to give up all thoughts of returning last night to Newbary-Port, break- 
Issted with us this morning; and then mounted his horse. It was ft 
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little after nine when I ?tartiMl from (ho opposite shore of ilio river, 
and it was about twt-lve wiicii I ^'ot, to the tavern in Wilmington. Mr. 
Tlmxt«;r, aud Mia^ Duucuu, and her brother James^ a Mr. Howe, aud 
two or throe otber ladies dined at WilmingtoD. Tlie Isndlord is 
oppoaed to the proposed Conttitation. I stopped about a qoaitw of 
an hour at Medford to see my friend Freeman, and delivered him a 
couple of letters. I exported to have seen him at the ordination 
tO'morroiv ; but bis schoul retains him at Medford. We <rot into 
Boston just before sunset. We stopp'd an hour there to get dre&s'd, 
and take a disb of coffee. It was quite darlc befofe we got out of 
town; and we arrived at Bruin tree between eight and nine. We 
found that the yonng ladies and all the company that was disposed to 
attend tlie ordination ha<l gone to llingham this afternoon. I was 
very much fatigued. I once beforu rode this journey in a day ; {v : 
p. 25) and was still more fatigued ; but tbat was in the middle of 
summer, when the weather was veiy warm, whidi made it more 
tedious to ride on horseback. Kirkland ^ and mj brother Tom were 
l>ot!i here, bii>1 eoiild not go On to Uingham for want of honses. It 

wa.s almost eleven before we retired. 

24ih. At a)H)ut leu this meruing I set off for llingham. Mr. 
Thaxter and Hiss Dnncan went somewhat earlier. I got there between 
deven and twelve, and went immediately to the meeting hoose.* It 

was very much crowded, and I found great difficulty to got in. I 
finally obtained however a very good place. They began by singing 
a good anthem extremely well. The first prayer was made by Mr. 
[^blanky Mr. Hilliard ' then preach 'd a sermon from U. Corinthians, 
1. 24: — Not that we have dominion over your &ith, but are helpers 
of jonr joj. He delivered his sentiments very freely, though many 
of them were in opposition to the prevailing custom?. It was the beat 
pf^nnon I ever heard him preach, and upon this occasion it was natural 
thai he should exert himself. Mr.* [bUmk] gave the diarge; Dr. 

* John Thornton Kirklanti, "PrcsideTit o' TTanrard University, 1810-lB2f<: then 
(17S7) a Jonior ia college. See J. ii- Ailami, MeoMrfrs, vol. vii. pp. 134, 186, for 
a rsferenee to the sermons preached by Dr. IHrkland at Qidncf hi nwoiorjr ef 
John Adams (and of AbigaQ Adsms) ; see fil = (' Amf^rirm Academy Memoirs, 
n. s. V. L (1838), pp. iii^xxxipfor a Discourse iu coiumeaioration of J. Adams 
and T. JeflbraoD, O^ober SO, 18S8. 

» The celebrated '*Oid Ship " nsetfaif-hsiiss was ainadlj. hi 1768^ ofw a hun- 
dred years old. 

* Rev. Henry Watv had stadfed tlicolofy under Bev. Timothy nniEard, of 

Cambridge. Sermon printed in pampjilet form, Salem, 1788; Cambricl^'e, 1828. 

* The charge was given bj the Rev. John Brown. o( Cohasset (U. C. 174 1)> 
son of Rev. John Brown, of Haverhflt, boni March 9, 1793 ; paster at Cbhasset 
Septrmher 2, 1747, till his (7^a'h. October '22. 17'M Ser "A Sermon preached 
October 24 1787 at the Ordination of tlie Rev. ilenry Wore ... by Timothy 
HiUiard. A.1C. . . (Salem, 1788), p. fi^ fi»r the eharge ; pp. 27, 28 for the right 
hand of fcUowiU^ Oobasssi was the Second Parish hi Htaighsm until 1770. 
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Hitchcock' made the ordaiQuig piaycr ; ^Ir. Shute^ gave tlie right 
hand of fellowship, and Mr. Ilaveu* made the last prajer; the cere- 
monies wer* thm concluded by anothar anlbem m well perfonn*d m 
the finL From Ihenoe the oompany reUred. I went to pej my 
compliatenti to Mr. Ware, my' old chum;* and to tell him how happy 
I am to see him ao well settled already. I inteuUed to dine there, but 
was called away with Mr. Gannett by Mr. Caleb Tharter,' where wo 
went aud dioed. There were betw^u thirty aud forty persoits at table, 
bat chiefly young gentlemen. After dinner we had two or three songs, 
and then walk'd* We went to Col* Kce%* where we found * nmilar 
company, smoking and singing. We rambled about till almost seven 
o'clock ; and I then went to iSIrs. Derby's ball, where, it wim pnid, 
there was to be a dauce. \V e fouud here a scene of confuaioa Giuiilar 
to that which ^e had last spring at Sandwich. However, by a manoeuvre 
which pack'd off about one half of the company, our numberi were ao 
much reduced diat we were able to maiutain a degree of order and 
rC)gnlarity. I was so lucky a.^ to dmw Sli&s S. Smith of Sand -vu li for 
a partoer, aud danced with her a great part of the evening. It waa 

Hifit. of ningham. vol. L part il. pp. S&, 40j Hard, HiiL of Kerfolk County, p. 
2it3i Jacob Flint, Two Discourse!, containing the History df the Cbnrch and 
Society in Cohasset, delivered December 16, 1831, etc 

* Rer. Gad Hitchcock (H. C 1748), pastor of the Second Parish in Pembrolce, 
now Hanson, 1748-1803. Bnrn February 12, 1718-19, in Springfield ; a chajilain 
occasionally during the War of the Revolution ; member of the State Conslitu- 
tionni Convention of 1780; incapacitate 1 hy paralysis July, 1790; died August, 
1803; he is remcmherc<l as a man of juvi-il di^noeition^ wp!l ns a vi<rnro>is 
preacher. See liU Election Sermou, 17 < 4. bee also toi»rugue, AiiiiaU of the 
American Pulpit, vol. viii. pp. 2*J-;51. 

' Rev, Daniel Sluite (II. C. 1713), pastor of the Second Church in Hinj^ham 
1740-1802. Horn .July I'J, 1722, in .Maiden; in 17u8 chaplain of a ri-nimtiu for 
Cati:«la; 1780 dflegate to the State Cunstiiutional Convention; 1788 delegate 
wit!) fu neral Bonjaiuin Linct)In to the Convention which ratified the Consliiution 
of the Unitcii Statcii; a colleague settled in 1799; died August 30, 1802. See 
K^H^ ,1) in Convention against requiring a reUgioos test as a qualification for office. 
Elliot, Debates, vol. ii. pp. 118, ll'J ; Hist, of Hingham, vol. i. part ii pp '27, 41, 

* Itcv. Jason Haven (li. C. 1764), pastor at l>edh*m 176G-lvS0;i. Horn March 2; 
1732-3 in FraminKhara; died May 17, 1803; member of Sute Constitutional Ooi^ 
Mention of 1780; Sprague, Animlg of Aniorican Pulpit, vol. i. pp. 5.57-669. 

* iL Adams, Ilislorieal Kssays, p. 86 (" Harvard College, 1786-1787"). 

* Caleb Hiaxter, a baelielor of thirty-aix, eonsia of J. Q. Adams's tutor and 
kinsman, John Thaxter. Bom in Hingham April 18, 1751 ; he died November 
12. 1828, unmarried. Hist, of Hingham, vol. i. part i. pp. 209, 270 ; vol. iii. p. 233. 

* Colonel Nathan Bioe (H. C. 1778), In 1787 alwut thirty-three years of ago, 
•on of Rev. Nathan Rice, of Sturbritlge; a law student with John Adams ; an aide 
to General Lincoln in the War of the Revolution ; engaged la trade 1783-1793; 
represonlod Hlnghani ta the Qeneral Court 1801-1806; remored to Bnrlinirton, 
Vt., in 1811 ; died April, IBPA. Hist, of Hin(jhara, vol. iii. p. 120; G. Davis, Hist. 
Sketch of Sturbridge and Southbridgo, pp. 02-M ; Worlu of John Adams, toL is. 
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between two itnd tbree in the moniiog before we broke np. I Ihen 
went to Col' TLazter^s,' sapp'd, end, mt about helf nfter three, went to 

bed with Charles. 

25th. The town is not so mnch crowded this day, as it was yesterday. 
That clasa of people which is called by some persons the ruMe, (by 
whieb word ii meant people wbo bevo neither a fortane nor an ediioa> 
tion at oar uniTereity, oHat a liberal education) went off diiefiy last 
night ; and there now remains nothing but the genteel company, or other- 
wise people who have no bnsiness to call them from scenes of dissipation. 
I walk'd in the morning with Mr. Ware and Col' Kico down to the 
landing place, where I foood a oumber of people empluy'd iu preparing 
fish. There ii lome little budneBt of this kind done here. After return- 
ing into town I eaitnterM about tall dinner time. Foeter,* Learned,* 

' Colonel John Thaxter (H. C. 1741), fanner and colonel of a regiment, towa 
tnaMUW for many yean ; iMira In Htogham NoTenber 22, 1721 ; narrtad, Faly 

raarj 24, 1743-4, Annn Qnincy, daughter of Colonc) Jolin Quincy, grear u'T-nii l- 
lather of J. Q. Adami; died October Q, 1808. John Tbaxter, J. Q. Adatu«'« 
tntOTt waa Us aoo. Hist of RlagiMKB, ^ IH. p. 2S2. 

• ** BoAsenger Foster of Boston was nineteen the 0^'' nf In^t December. Of h!m I 
can tay bat little ; he is a very good tpeaker. and ha« a good natural genius, but 
baa not been vwy assidaoiis In Improving the talenta entraatcd to him hj natore. 
Hii conrersntion and munner* are often ptierile, and Terj seldom show hiin t t 
great advantage. His chief excellency hes in declaiming an elegant piece of 
oompoaitioii, aitd la ptaying <m tiie violin ; fai thew iNutlciilBra there Is not, per- 
haps, his superior in Cnl'e^'p. He is remarked by soine.aA beinp of a n rr w dis- 
position ; but this stigma is cast by certain characters upon every persoo who 
keeps within the boonda of common frogaOty ; and. If fhi* were Foster's only 
fault, I shool ! srt litm down na an excellent dinraeter." J. Q. Adams, >!'ir! li 2'>, 
1787. Bom lM.ember 0, 1767; a classmate of J. Q. Adams; entered the law 
offleeof TheopMlns Parsons la 1788; lived later in Cambridge ; died January 17, 
1816. unnmrrieil. His father, Bostenger Foster, nioveil to CHni1)rJdge nnd lived 
in the " Batcbelder boose " opposite Sl> John's Ciiurcb. Andrew Craigie was his 
maternal rnicle. See P. G. Fierce^ Fosttr Genealogy (1800), pp. 936, 937. 

8 "Elveiiezer Learned of Medford, Middlesex Co., will lie twenty-flve the 80*i» 
of next Oct'. Without possessing a superior genius, by mere dint of application bo 
has become a respectable seholar; his mind Is perhaps more attentlre to matters 

of small moment thftn is rictressary. lie has candour cnouf;h to confess himself 
envious, but says be cannot help it Ue appears to be sensible that bis abilities 
are not of the first rate, yet he acknowledges that his sottl is tortured with am« 
bition. I would not f;ive a fip for life, said lie, one day to me. if I could but plant 
immortality upon Ebenezer Learned. There is not at present any prospect that 
his name will obtdn Immortality ; but he Intende to be a preacher, when he may 
comfort himself with the idea that his sotd tTinst be immortal. lie was, as lie says 
himself, too old when he entered tlie Univeraiiy. From fourteen to eighteen I 
should soppoie the beet age lor entering. The stodies wbteh are pnrsned liere are 
just calculated for the tender minds of youth; but the decree of liberty that is 
eqjoy'd renders it dangerous to young persons, before they have acquired a certain 
degree of jud^rtnent" 3. Q. Adams, diary. May 7, 1787. Learned (H. C. 1787), 
eliosc the iin lical profession; studied under Dr. Ilolyoke, of Snlem, and settled 

in Hopkinton, il. IL, about 179O4 being (he first educated physician in the town. 
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and Vo*e with liis sisters ^ went awaj before dinner, Din^ at Col* 
Rice's. The company was not larn;e ; the cliaracter thiit I remarked 
the inost was a Captain Clup, who is ail soltiier. He a|>[>ear8 to delight 
in whateTor b military ; CoP Bice's aoo» a lad of seven years old, 
oommitted some little impropriety; "yon rogue/' says CSlap» '^nothmg 
biat your ajG;e can excnse and protect you." Who but a genuine eon of 
Mars would hare thought of correctinrr, in that manner, a boy of geveu 
years? It wa» prupotsed tltat we should have another dance thiii uight, 
and Bhike and Perkins, a couple of young fellows, both strangers in 
town, undercook to be managefs. We drank tea, a number of ns, at 
Ur. Caleb Tbaxter's, and, at abont seven, went ugain to Mrs. Derby's 
hall, wliL-re a partition between two chambers had been taken down, 
which made it much more convenient than it was tlie ni<;lit btfore. 
There were aliout thirty gentlemen aud forty ladies; about twenty 
couple conld stand ap at once, and Uie rest amused themselTCs either 
with converMtion, or with playing at cards. Between two and three 
we broke up, and I retired with oor yonng ladies. We sat about half 
an hour at Col'l Thaxter*8, and I then went to bed. T5ut a number of 
tiie lads, after couductiug their ladies home, retained the music, aud 
went a serenading all over the town till daydight 

2$th. We went and escorted a nomber of ladies to the padrat $ * and 
by eleven o*clodc almost all the company was gone, and the town look'd 
as solitary as a deserted village. I took a walk with Mr. Q. Tliaxter* 
and Mr. Andrews d<nvn to Gen' Lincoln's Mills.* It was half past 
twelve before I got back to Mr. Tbazter's. Of all the company that 
had been them Charles and I only remained at dinner. At abont two 
we mounted, and arrived at Mr. Cnmdi's in Braintree at abont half 

He was tiw flrst President of the Uerrimadk Comaty ARrienlCunl Society, 

founder of the Ilopkinton Academy in 1B27, Vicc-Prenidcnt of the State Mc<lical 
Soci«>t7, first Delegate of the Hamp«bir« Medical Society to DartaiuuUi ; 
died October 0^1831. 

* Solomon Vose (H. C. 17S7), daMmate of J. Q. Adnm?. hut not accounted 
one of hU friends ; aon of General Joseph Vose ; bom in Milton February 22, 176B ; 
went to Charieoton, S. C, u a trader ; itndied tew under Lert Linootn, senior, at 
Worcester; practised Inw nt Northficld, Maas.; was t!ie flr^st poitmaster there, 
and a UepreRcntative to the General Court ; reiooved to Augasta, Me., in IbOd ; 
dted of apoplexy In 1809. In 1787 he had flve listen between the «{tn of 
eiplitecn and twcntj'-flve — nil nppnrpntlj as yet tintnnrrieii — 8arrih, Mnrj^aret, 
Dolly and Nancy (twins), and Naomi. Milton Records. Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths. iee!t-1848, pp. 72; etc; A. K. Tiele, Hist of Uaton. p. 611 ; J. W. North, 
IVm. of Augusta. Me., pp. 886, 387. 918. 

> The communication between Umgham and Boston was then by water, across 
Boston baf. 

' Quinry Thftxtpr, brother of John Thaxter (former tutor of J, Q. Adftni!i); 
bom March 28, 1702; married August 27, 1786, Elizabeth Cashing; died Octo- 
ber 9, 1837 ; a farmer. Hist of Hingbam. toL UL pu Sdft. 

* A iloar and gnUn mill en Weir RIfer, bdonglng to Qenenl Benjamin 
Xiacolo. 
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after three. The young ladies had got home before dinner, and were 
much fatigued. I was not so much so as I expected to bo, from keep- 
ing so coustauUy on the go since the beginuiDg of the week. In the 
begiDoiog of Ae evening Judge Sargeont ceine in ; be came fiwa 
Taunton wliere the Snpreme Coort have been tttting tiiia wedc, and 
completed their business last evening. 

27th. Judge Sargeant, wetit away this forenoon proceeding on his 
way to Cambridge. Tom went to Lincoln. In the afternoon, I went 
with Charles and Kirklaud to see my uacle Quiucj.^ Mr. Wibird was 
here in the erening* 

28th. I attended upon ^Ir. Wibird in the forenoon ; and pass'd die 
afternoon down at my father's library.' W. Cranch came from Boston 
last evening, and returned there to-night after meeting. I wxs very 
much eutertained in reading some journals of my father's, from 1769 to 
1776." 

89th. At about 10 o'dock Hr. Thazter came in from Hbghami on 

hw way to Boston. He atay'd but a few minutes, and I setoff with him. 
We got into town before one. I dined with Miss B. Smith,* who still 
lives in the hnnso that was her father's. Mrs. Cranch was there, and 
went for liramiree sooq after dinner. I went and spent the evening 
with Dr. Xilham at his lodgings. He has made himself rather anpopu- 
hr, by opposing the sabmission of the Federal Constitution to a State 
Convention ; and I thblc he ia perfbctly right in prefenring hia inde- 
pendency to his popularity. 

30th. Sauntered about town the chief part of the day. Attended in 
the gallery of the House of Representatives, but there was no matter of 
any great importance before liiem. Dined at Deacon Storer's* with 
Mr. Thazterj who ia very busy in making prepaiationi for his marriage. 

1 Nortra Qnincj (H. C. 1780), son of Colonel John QnbMj ; miel»of Mrs. AbW 

gnil Adams; was in close harmon7 with Jnhn Adamn at the outbreak of the 
Revolutiooarjr troubles, presided over the Braintree btamp Act meeting which 
adopted John Adams** ivtolatioiM ; served willi him as sotei^man in 1766 ; headed 

the committe«> of correspondence appointed by the town in 1774, etc. ; died I'^ftl. 
He lived on Mount VVollaston. C. S. Adams, Three Episodes of Massachuaetu 
History^ pp. 88% 8fA, 860; 86& 

8 In the house still standing, nt Pcnn's Hill Qirnrv. 

' Subsequently published. See Life and Worlds of John Adams, vol. ii. pp. 
816-488. 

* Elizabeth (Bctsej) Smith, daughter cfDcacmliaaeSaiidiyWlio died Oet»> 

her 10, 1787 ; bora Januaiy 80, 1770. 

* ShenezerStorer.merehaBtonSiidbiny Street; tmwwerof Harvard College 

1777-1807; for a time a Jeacon of tlie Brnttlc Sqii iro Church, and the title 
clung to him. Baptized Februarj 1, 1730, he di«fd January Q, 1807, aj;ed 
Mventy'Sevcn. Apparently ho was ttie unelo of William Bmilb, who married 
Hannah Carter, of Ncwburyport. Tloconls of the Church in Brattle Square 
(1902). pp. 3d, 117, 162, 279, etc.; fleet's Almanack for 1787; Bosloa Directory 
to 1780. 
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I drank tea at Mr. Dawes's, and pat>s'd the evening at Mr. Foster's 
witb Dr. Tiifti. Lodg'd it Ifr. W. Smitli'i. 

81st. Saw Charles in BmIoii, on his way to Cambridge, as the vaea- 
tion closes this day. At about noon I set oat for Cambridge myself. 
The Supreme Court sits there this week. I dined nnri lodg'd at Judge 
Dana's. I attended the Court in the affcertioou, but no case came on 
of any consequence. Saw Stedman there. He has not jet opened an 
ofllee, but proposes to do so Tery soon. The House of Representatives 
this day rejected a report of a Committee for erecting a bridge over 
Beverly ferry.* In the evening I called at Mr. Wigglesworth's iod 
passed an hoar : Peggy is as sociable and agreeable as ever. 

Here endeth the eeooiid Vdome. 
1787. 

TlMtrsda7» November 1st 1787. 

I attended m die morning and in the afternoon at tiie setting ef the 
Snpveme Oonrt Judge Dana took his seat for the llrst time sinoe his 
illness, from which he has not yet, and T feir never will entirely re- 
cover. I dined at his housf, and pass'd the evening with my old 
classmate Sam' Williaiufi.^ The cases beiure the Court were not very 
interestiug, except one which wsa so intricate that I eoold not entirely 
comprehend it Sullivan and Lowell spent their lungs for three or 
four hours upon the caase, and it was eight in the evening before it 
was given to the jury. Sullivnn RSfierted that iu the Courts in this 
country it was customary to take parol evidence, in preference to 
matter of record. This bare-faced falshood was noticed by all the 
Court. Sumner* sboolc his head. **Toa are totally mistakent Mr. 
SulUvan," said Cusbing.* "They have done so,'* said Sullivan. 
** Then," said Sewall,* " I hope they wiU never do so again." This is 

> In 1788 the Essex Bridge was buflt over Revorly ferry, connecting Sftlcm 
with Beveriy; the flnt luoke strack May 1; furmally opened for traffic Sep- 
tamber 94. "nds, with the Chailes River and Haldea bridfsa, was the prMe of 
MassachasettB ; "far ma^riitnrlp/' the "Centinet " asserted, " not rqtiallr 1 hy anv- 
diiny of the kind in America." Massachosetts Centinel, SeptewUer 10 and 24, 

im 

8 Samuel Williams, son of Her. Samuel Williams, IToUis TV nft ?^nr of Mathe- 
matics at Harvard 1780-1788; bom October 0, 1770; died March 1, 1808. 

* Incroaso Sunmer (H. C 1767), Jostioa of the Suprane Oottrt 178S-1707; 
Governor of Massachusetta law student under Samuel Adams. 

* William Cashing, Chief Juatice of the Supreme Court; appointed a Justice 
before the Warof Independenoe, saeeeeding hia father and Ms grandfather; 1789 
resipnod to accept appointment to Supreme Court r f tlic United States. Jolin 
Adatus was Dominat«d to (be position of Chief Jaatice, but neter (qualified. See 
Isttar from John Adams to Willhun Cnahing, Jane 9, 1770. John Adanu, 
Worlcs, vol. ix. pp. 800-392; J. Q. Adams, Memoirs, vol. vii. p. 136. 

* David Sewall (H. C. 1766), of York, Maine; daaamate of John Adams; 
Juttae of the Supnme Cewt ef Msmschuistts 1777-1780 ; United StOss Judgs 
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not an nnrommon practice of Sullivan's ; and when the whole Court 
are tbua luudly against him he does not appear iu the least ababhed, 
but appears to display a coanteuaoce which never knew a bliuh. X 
Iddg'd at FtodcMd*a diMaber. 

2d. I broAkfaiied thii numiiDg with Stedman. A namher of the 
lawyers were there ; rather nettled at a bill now before the Senate, 
for the better regulatin!» the fee«?, &r , of nttoriipy! arnl practitioners. 
The Committee bj whom it was drawn up and presented, was com- 
poMd of tboM penoot who for thsM two ywMB pMt bavo beon lha 
moat violeot of the oomnmiiitji in dmr aotipatby to lawyen — bl«Med 
ttmotl^ I wat ao modi angii^'d tliii foranQon in otbar mattert that 

of the District of Maine 1789-lAlBL See JeliB Adaros, Worki» Tel. ii. pp. 241- 
24i, vul. ix. pp. m-fiaa, vol x. p. 99; FiroceedlBcs Mate. Hist, 80&, toL J. 

pp. mo, i'M. 

^ This entrf has an historical signiflfleaee. In IT'^S the legal calling; vcit, Tint 
without caus«, looked apoo io M*»»ach'i9ett« witli nMich popular disfavor. The 
country was very poor, the people in debt, and me currency dieordered. Paper 
money was wholly diseradlCed, and there was little silrer in circulation. **Tlia 
sutTeringg of the debtors in Massachusetts, eflpecially in if» wntrml and western 
counties [were] embittered by the devices of attorneys to increase their own 
emoloments, and aggrieved the barbaroua lawi of that day which doomed 
the drhtor, howerer innocent, tn i; a prison ment at the caprice of his creditor." 
Bancroft, History of the Foromtioti of the Constitution, vol. i. p. 274. See also 
paper of John Noble la Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Sodely for 
October, 1902. Tina condition of afFaira had led to the uprising in the autumn 
of 1786. 8o great was the popular discontent at the time, and so odious bad 
lawyem become, that at a town meeting held at Braintree, where J. Adana 
Wrp'], on tfte 25th of September* 1786^ iti fepreeeniaUre to the Qeneral Court 
WAS instructed as follows : — 

*' Wtif, We humbl/ reqaeet tiiat tfiere may be aneb Laws compiled as ma/ 
crash or at least put a proper check or rp<^;mint that order of Gentlemen 
denominated Lawyers the completion of who«e modern conduct appears to ua 
to tend rather to the deetmeiloB than tbe pieeerratioa of thto Conmoo wealth." 

** 8thly. That Real and Personal Estate be a taodei (br all debit whca oall'd 
for* provided the Interest be punctually paid." 

Some tlx monthe later, and under tbeae dreanetaaeei, Mr. Adana, then a 
irrmh- r of the Senior class at Harvard, was assigned, as a part at the spring 
exhibition, " a conference in English, upon the comparatiTC utility of Law, Fhysic« 
and Divinity." He wae to advoeate Law; bti elaMmatee Uoeea Little and 
Kathaniel Freeman spoke fur I'h vAics and OtTialty* Tba foUowlaf eatliOi In 
Mr. Adams's diary relate to tbe subject: — 

'* Mardi 14tb. Was employed almost aU day to tiiiakhig npoa tba tabjeet of 
mj conference ; wrote a few lines, with mocb dUBcollgr. Did oot like the tub- 
Ject. Wished the conference to the deviL 

*' March 16tb. All day, engaged again In writing my part of the eenferenoet 
I do r it knriw tTint I ever fonn l so much difficulty to write upon any subject. 
Little and Freeman are not much better pleased. In the night, however, between 
twelve and two o'clock, I began to have eoimtUog like a flow of ideaa ; I wrote 
more than I had done in two whole days." 

The opening paragraph of his conference indiottes tbe causes of his " dlfll* 
cttlty," and alao the popofatr IbaUaf toward lawyaie:— 

8 
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I oould not attend at the Court. I called at Mr. Dana's and at Mr. 
Wigi^eaworth V took their Utttn for Newlraiy-Port Dined at 
M" Forbes'c Jaiek,* and hia biotlier iwam,* nnived from fioatoo jott 

"At a tinM wben the p rof wilen of Hw Law, iabewa under the hearj weight 

of popular indignation ; when it is upbraided the original catue of all the erila 
with which the ComnioDwealUi ii diatmaad; when the legialature hare been 
publicly exhorted bj a popalkr wvfter to sbotbh it entireljr, and when the mere 
title of lawyer ia sufficient to deprive a man of the public confidence, it should 
•eem thii profeaaion would afiord but a poor eubject for panogjric : but iu real 
utility ia not to bo datenninad by the •h«t4iTed frensy of an inconsiderate mul- 
titude, nor by the artful misrepreaentationa of an insidious writer. With tliig 
conaideration I shall rely upon the candor of the aodienoe^ witboat bainf ttniflad 
the prerailing pr^udice of the day." 

November 4, 1786, " An act regulating the admiition of attomej*! " forbade the 
employment of more than two lawyeri on altber aido in any suit. Movember 16, 
1780, an *' Act for rendering proccMes in Uw Ion ezpenaiTo" limited the number 
to one on either side " in any cause before the Court of Common Pleas." 

But the people wished further restrictions, and on Thursday, October 18, 
1787, it was ordered in the House of Representativea tliat "Dr. Holton, Mr. 
Wiiite A Mr. Dawaa, ba a eommittee to revise tin lawi Ibr randan ng processes 
in law less expensire nnd report such alterations as may be necessary to be made 
therein." (MS. Journ.il of the House, p. 166.) And five days later the Senate 
took action: " Tlie ilon. Peter Coffin, Esq. bro't down the foUowin|[r oi^^r, ^>S! 
In Renafe. Oct. 23, 1787, Ordered that Aaron Woo<I & Beiij'n Austin, Junior, 
Esq'rs, with such as the Uon. liuuse may join, be a committee to bring in a bill 
for regnlattnf tlie pcaetioa of the taw in this Commonwoaltb ftlbr eatabUsbinB 

faea Ibr attomey», practitioners & wi;ne«3c8." The IIous*' rDnctirrc'l at onco 
and appointed Mr. Ciirnes, Dr. Coney and Mr. Clarke. (House Mb. Journal, 
p. 173, October 28, 17S7 ) 

Oti TV 1i;ps(iay, Oct«)ber 81, a bill for this pi3rpr>se was cnn«ir!cred in the 
Senate, and ttie second reading was assigned for 1 hursday at 10 o clock, the day 
btfora that on which J. Q. Adaroa bnakfatltd with Stedman (MS. Joomal of the 
Senate, p. 183). There h nn rpcord that it came np on the date a.tsipncil ; but, on 
Tuesday, November 6, it was negatived in the Senate, and notice to that effect 
wai Mot to the House. 

In the issue of the " Massachusetta Centiner* for !nf>sday, Noraaibor Sl» 
1787, a simiUu* action by the House is recorded as follows : — 

** LMt eveniaf a bill for regelating the praetioe of the law, wm ddmlsd and 
finally rojcetefl in the House of I<rprr=rn!.i'-vrt — n!thr-nt:h Mr. Carncs, in a 
lengthy speech — Did a tale unfold — (VVhose lightest word would harrow up the 
loot) of Lawym's impoaitiom, eharvee, fees, enongb to make the hair te Maad on 
end. l:V,n quills v.-p-^n the fretful Porcupine." 

1 Culuiiei Edward Wiggles worth, of Newboryport, was a cotitin of Professor 
Bdward Wiinrietworth, df Cambridge. Thej weie grandaont of tiie avthor ot 
"The Day of Doom " 

> John Murray Forbes, classmate of J. Q. Adama. Under date of 3Iarch 28, 
1797, 1. Q. Ademi wrote t ** John Forbet of Cambridge waa fifteen flie 18th of laet 
AupuBt IIo is tlie youngest person in tlie class, ari>1 Wis en*rr:"p the unlvcr»ity 
at so early a period has been an esaential ijyury to him. By being left so much 



* Jaaw Oiant 1IWbei,aa elder brother of John MniiajFmbea ; ham Neren- 
bir 21; 119^1 eominiMloned UemananUMIonel of the FvijStoonA Inlkntiy, 
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before dinner. It was almost five o'clock, when I got on my borse, and 
took leave of Forbes and Packard. Jiut after dusk, I got into Boston. 

to hU own direction at twdre jroars of Agp, he acquired habits of indolence and 
idlenesi which are not easilj shaken off. He has an unuummun share of wit and 
•a extraordinarj memory ; but he haa not aufficientlj learnt to retpeet tdmaelf. 
As Jie has always found hi* fellow atudentt ready ro !rm;:!i at lus satirical 
wit, he hat acquired a great degree of impudence, and raihcr than mita a joke 
fllla hfeeonvemtion ftvqoentljr with the meet low lived aonrritilj. Ae Iw Midom 
lose* mnch of his time in thinking, ho is not sensible that the rery persona who 
applaud his aatire despise tbo speaker, or that the reason wbjr no notice is taken 
of hh Intuit* [to] bceaoM he to luppoMd to have no nwudoc in what h« laya. Bto 
mind like the sand will receive nuy impression, and the impression will Inst about 
as long. All these foibles however maj be attributed to hia youth, and it is to 
he hoped a few yeare ef experienoe will oomct them ; he to always good*natnTed, 
and has a j^jreat deal of 9cn?ibility, ^Ti:!i nn excellent genius which wants nothing 
but cuUiTatlon to make it flourish among the first. I have been intimate with 
him dme I entored College and have always etideaTOttred to Tetatn the same 
sentiments concerning him, though his friendship for nie appears to ebb and flow 
as frequently as the tide. If he should throw off those childish foUies which now 
dtograee hto character, aad apply with diligence to study, he would be an honour 
to his friends and an ornament to society." Born in St. Augustine, Fla., 
August IS. 1771, Ids fatlier being the rector there ; brought by lus motlier, Doroth/ 
Mnrray, of Hilton, to Massadtutetts to 1778; prepared for college by Dr. Samuel 
Kendal, of Weston; was engaged in the practice of law in I3oston, 1794; after 
1790 lived mostly abroad. In 1801 appointed consul-^neral for the north of 
Europe, residing at Hamburg and Copenliagen ; November 16, 1810, recoro- 
rociideil liv J. Q. Adams to Monroe as special agent to the governnKiii of Chili, to 
demand restitution of property taken from American citizens by lord Cochrane 
within its jurisdiction ; appointed agent for commerce and seamen to Buenos 
Ayres, or Chili, as the existing a^cnt, B. Prevost, might choose (instructions 
dated July 5, 1820) ; appointed Secretary of Legation at Buenos Ayres in 1623 
to CMar Rodney, Ctiarg^ d'AAdrea, who died Jun^ 1834; nominated by J. Q. 
Adams, Marcli 5, 1H25, Charg^ d'Affaires at Buenos Ayres; died at his post 
June 14, 1831. A strain of boyishness still lingered, apparently to the end ; 
being troubled with gout, he to said to have diosen for bis crest **a gouty foot 
couchant, crossed by two crotches rampant," with the motto, " Toujours souf- 
frant, jamais triste." He never married. See J. Q. Adams, Memoirs, vol. iv. 
pp. 443, 445; toI. t. pp. 129, 157, 16^, 104 ; toI. tL p. 520 ; American 8tato Pvstf, 
Foreign Relations. toL It. pp. MO-aSQ ; ToL vl. p. 281, etc; A. K. Teetob Hut. of 
MUton, pp. 667, £68. 

August 1, 1813 ; serred under General Jackson ; was at one time commander at 
Staten Island. Wlien McGregor was ruling at Amelia Island, Forbes was there, 
and was invited to become a member of the sham legislature at Femandtno, but 
decline<L Later, in April, 1818, he gave J. Q. Adams " many particulars of tho 
proceedings of the sham patriots under McGregor and Aory, and of ttiecltaracters 
of the men. confirm i n g c very thing that has been said of their profligacy." In 1820 
he again gave vahinble information as to the pretended port of St. Joseph, 
and the case of the Apdlon. In Marcli, 1821, J. Q. Adams recommended him to 
tlie Prendent " as Commissioner to cany the order from the ffing of Spsin to 
the Governor and Captain- General of Cuba for the delivery of the Floridas and 
of tlie archives belonging to them. The President assented to this appointment. 
I sent for Forbes, who came to the office and agreed to gow** How weartoome 
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Went to "Mr. Dawes's, and found Wm. Cranch with whom I went and 
pass'd the evenitior nt Dr. Tufts's lodgings. Lodg'd at Mr. W. Smith's. 

3d. Between ei<;ht and nine this morning, I cross'd Clmrlestown and 
Maiden bridges. I rode as far as Danvers before I stopped. There I 
lonnd Mr. W. Parsons^ and his wlfe» Mr. T. PanoDSi and Mr. J. 
Tracej. The? started from thence before mdf but I GMne up with thoni 
apjain in Ipswich, where we diued at nom:iiiN tavern. Parsons wat 
qnite witty, but strained rather too much for it, as he frequently does. 

John," said he to Tracej, who made jou adjutant general ? " " Mr. 
Bowdoin." **SiMiige! how the wiaett mea wUl err tomeUmes!" 
This kiod of wit may, I thioh, be conpwed to » tkj vodtet, whidh 
tpsndf ell its force in hiMing, and then disappoints us with such % 
weak explosion that it can scarcely bo heard. Rut wit to be plea-sing 
must, I think, be nneipected, like fho li<7htenii)<» wliich flashes in our 
eyes. From Ipawich 1 rode iu compauy with them to Newbury, and 
M about tuniet I retnm'd aj hone to hit owner. I met Tbomiwoa 
in the ttieet, and went with him to Putnam's lodgings. He stay'd only 
a few minutes, but I tarried there till almost aine o'doekf whea I came 
borne and retired to bed. 

4tU. I was so much fatigued in consei^uence of my yesterday's ride 
fluit IdSAnei iltetid neetiug. I wn>tet«iiB liiM at hornet ■"^ fiuiahed 
reading the first volume of Bnffon't Theory of the Earth.* I am exceed^ 

hia mission was may be seen in his despatches. See American State Papers, 
Foreign Relations, yoI. ir. pp. 711-748; Memoirs, toI. ir. pp. 74-76; toI. t. 
pp. I'JO, S22. 418. 420. 422; A. K. Teele, Hist of Milton, p. 567. 

* William Parsons, brother of Theophilus Parsons, born in ByfieM Aaguet 6, 
1756 ; a sailor and shipmaster for five years ; moved to Boston to engage io 
comtncrce In 1780, with an oiBce (in 1780) on Parsons's wharf and a house on 
South Street; " an invaliti from cliilJhoo<l," yet outUred all his connection, and 
died March, 1887, the "oldest mercliant and shipowner in the city." Memoir 
of Theophilus Par^tons, by liis son, Tlicopliilus Pari^ons, pp. 18, 331, 332 ; A. 
Tonng, Memorial Discourse of March '20, Boston l)irc< t'iry for 1780. 

' Between 1781 and 1785 there was published at Edinburgh an English trans- 
lation in nine volumes of the worios of the French scientist, George Louis Ix'clerc 
do Buffon (1707-17H8). the precursor of Curler. "The Theory of the l-Iarth" 
and " The Natural History of Man " formed parts of this larger worlc. The origi- 
nal publication in French wat noteworthy for iu literary merit. CuTier, J. Q, 
Adams's junior by two years, owed his interest in natural history to Buflbn. so 
Mrs. H. Lee, the puj il aud intimate friend of Cuvier, wrote. As a boy he "was 
never without a volume of this author in his pocket, which was read again and 
again. . . . The admiration which he felt at this youthful period for his groat 
predecessor never ceased, and in public aa well as private circles, be never tailed 
to express it. The charms of Buffon's style, a beanty to which M. Caviar was Twy 
sensible, lind always afforded him the highest pleasure, and he felt a sort of grati- 
tude to him. not only fur Uie great seal he had evinced in the cause ol natural 
liiitory, not only for the enjoyment afforded to liit yonthfld lebare, bet for the 
many proseiyt s who had beenatttnoledby tlwnia^of bbbngoafe^" Mamoln 
of Baron Cuvitir, pp. 11, 12. 
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inglj pleased with the stylo an l manner of this writer. It is concise, 
nervous, aud elegant. The theory 1 c^not properly judge of till 1 gefc 
through the othar ▼olaina. 

(th. I ftttended at the ofltoe. Amory was there; retnniM yetter* 
day from Salem« Townsend went to Boston last week, and has not 
yet retum'd. Tn the afternoon, we attended the funeral of Mrs. Daven- 
port, • sister of Mr. i^arsons; she died of a consumption a few days 
since. Little and Thomson puM'd an hour with me in the evening, 
after which I w«it with the latter to Mr. AtUos't. Thomion was nuoh 
affected on hearing of the death of one of hk •chool4ioj«, who died of 
the scarlet fever, after a very short illoess. I caiinot write yet in the 
evening, for vrnut of fire. 

Cth. Mr. TarsQus went this morning to Salem, where the Supreme 
Court sits this week. I pass'd this evening with Thomson at the othce, 
and had a great deal of oonvenation with him upon diTors sobjecta. I 
feel my attachment for this young gentlenuui daily increaiiitiv. The 
more I become acquainted with him, the more my expectation of enjoy- 
j"n great benefit and satisfaction from an intimacy with him increases. 
Indeed I have hitherto bad reason to think myself fortunate in my 
IbUow students, who are all very agreeable, although thsir dispositions 
are essentially diffiftreot. I pass'd lu boor this iorenoon very soeiaUy 
with Miss Jones. 

7th. Quite industrions this day in copying form^. Alone in the 
office a great part of the d.iy. Amory, even when he is in town, is 
not very attentive at the oliice. I pass'd ihu eveuiug with Putnam. 

8lh. Fini^ed my book of forms, and wrote an index to them. So 
that henceforth, I shall be able to attend more steadily to Bladutone. 
Townsend retum'd this morning from Boston. 

9th. Amory went to Salern this afternoon. T)ioy have a ball there 
this evening, said to be given to the Court. Auiory went to attend it. 
I pass'd Uie evening at Mr. Bradbury's, whero we play'd a number of 
taoes in ooncert, besides a cheatbg game of cards. I got ehrongh the 
theory of the earth. I am moro and more pleased with the author. 
One part of his tlieory is merely hypothetical, and might perhaps be 
called extravn!jn!)t. lie Ruppose3 the earth and the other planets 
were origiuuliy a part of the sun, and that they were sever d from it 
by the shodt of a oomet, yet even in this part his reasoning is very 
ingenious; the other part of his theory is fonudad upon lacts; he lays 
very justly much more stress upon this, and his arguments are very 
strong and convincin^r He supposes that the continents and i^^Iands 
which are now iububite(i were covered by the waters of the o' ean, and 
that they will be so again j that at some future period the Alps, the 
Pyrenees, and the Aodees will be at the bottom of the sea, and that 
the earth now beneath the AtlanUo and Padfio oceans will be the 
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abodes of men, adorned with splendid cities, and crowned with vener- 
able forests. The phenomena from which be dedaoes hi« strongest 
aigomento are the eooUniiml motion of the ae* from east to weat, the 
oocrespondent eogles of moimtaiiia, the boriaontal and parallel position 

of tho different etrnta of earth, and the innumerable qnantifieR of sea 
shells and other marine productions found in all })arts of the earth at 
a considerable depth under-grooud. If the auiiior is sometimes mis- 
taken, he it certainly everywhere phOoaophicnL 

lOth. Attended at the oflke aa oaoal, and read Blaekitone. Paaaed 
the evenbg with Putnam at bk lodginga. B^ffoi to read Bnffon'a 
Natural History of Man. 

1 1th. Attended meeting, with Townsend, the whole day at Dr. Tuck- 
er s; much pleased with this gentleman as a preacher. Little came 
borne with me. In the erening Williams came in, — from Salem yee* 
terday* We went with him to Putuam's and finished the evening. 

12th. I had some writing which I wished to do this <lay, and I 
therefore did not attend at the office. Williams and Little dinr- !, and 
past the afternoon with me. lownsend came in just before dark ; I 
went with him and spent an bonr or two at Mr. Atkins's. This family 
is Tery agreeable. Mrs. Atkins is a sooiaUe, cheerf ul| sensible old lady ; 
Uiss A. is handsome, and a favorite of Townsend^a. I went home 
with Townsend and supped there. The evening was excessively dark. 

13th. Williams set out this morning for Cambridge. I at letigth 
got me some wood, and Lad a fire in my chamber, which will enable 
me henceforth to study more in the evenings. Thompson was with ma 
an hour or two titw night 

14th. I find I am getting fast into the same onmeaning dull same- 
ness, which has frequently abhrevinted the 8j>ace of ri day in these 
pages. Study does not consist merely in acquiring the ideas of others, 
but it is necessary by reflection to endeavour to form some for our- 
tdves. But I am ibarfnl that I have not yet acquired soffident knowl- 
edge to derive much advantage from my own specolations. Ars longa, 
vita brevis^, ig a maxim the truth of which I am exjK'rieiiciui: daily 
more and more. There is not one art or science in which I have nny 
degree of proficiency, and I have now ondertaken the study of a pro- 
fession which alone ought to employ all the time I can devote lo study 
fior twenty yeara to come. My eyes and my health boi^n to fail, and I 
do not fed that ardor for application which I should have to be a 
man of science. In short the nv>re I do, the more I find to do ; and it 
is almost discouraging, to see one 'a labour increase, as we proceed in it. 

15th. Amoi^ and Thompson went upon a dancing party yesterday, 
ibej invited me to join them, but I did not feel ^posed. This aftei^ 
noon I went with Townsend, and attended Mr. Spring's ^ lecture. I was 

1 Rev. Samuel Spring (PrincetoD, 1771), in lT87anian of about fortj, pMtor 
of the Horth (CoDgregational) Cborcb of llewbuyport over focty ysars (1777- 
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miMlL better pleated then I expected to be with this gentlttueu'i 
preadiing. His aentitnwits era extremely eontrected sod ilUberel, end 

he nxaintains them with the zeal and enthusiasm of • bigot, but his 
delivery is very agreeable, and I believe his devotion sincere. Although 
I shall never Ini a convert to his principles. I will not condemn them m 
impious and heretical. Little, I'utuam, and 1 spent the evening with 
Thomiooy ftt Us feiher*s. A letter from W. S. was canvassed ; it was 
stiff, inelegant and tri?ial. I gave this as my opinion, and although 
tbej charged me with being prejudiced against the writer, yet I foand 
their sentimeut^ on this point agreed perfectly with mine. 

16th. I fioiahed the second volume of Blackstone, and began upon 
the third, whieh treats of private wrongs. And this evening I got 
through Buffbn's NatnnI History of Man, which is still more enter* 
taining than The Theory of the Earth. 

17th. I ?et out for Haverhill between three and four this afternoon, 
and arri \ l I at Mr. White's a little after five. Leouiml was at my lodg- 
ings lasi Tuesday, and made me promise I would stay with him the next 
tiaae 1 should go to that town. I was inform'd of Mr. Thezter^s mar* 
riage. Last Tuesday was the day when he departed the life of a bacbdor 
•nd was ushered into a new kind of existence. His friends had ex- 
pected it would not be till next Tuesday, but he fairly crave tbem the 
slip. I went up to Mr. Shaw's this evening, and spent an hour. 
Lodg'd at Mr. White's. 

1 8th. In the forenoon I attended at Mr. Smith's meeting : he preaefaee 
without notea, and, like all the preachers wiio malEe n practice of thw 
that I ever heard, often repeats the same sentiments. In the after- 
noon I went to hear Mr. Shaw. After meeting I went up there, and 
pass'd part of the evening. Mr. iiedington and Captain M^rsh and 
Deacon Eames were there. 

19th. I lodg'd at Mr. White's again last night; went this morning np 
to Mr. Shaw's and past an hour ; and between ten and eleven set off 
for New l)ury- Port. Got home at aboiit one. Called at the officti ; found 
Amory was gone to Salem for a we*»k. Mr. Parsons says, he will spoil 
himself in spite of anything that can be done. Towuseud dined with me. 
We were not modi in the office in the afternoon. Little spent the 
evening wiA me. Bather nnweU. 

1819) ; iOBOf an " opulent farmer'* of Nortlibriilge ; studied theology under Drs. 
Witherapoon, Hopkins, Bellamy, nn l Wvst ; served as a chaplain in Gi'neral 
Arnold's disastroos expedition tu Canada in 1776 ; installed at Newbur> port, Au- 
guBl, 1777 ; died March. 1819 ; published a Dialogue on Duty and several aer^ 
mens ; was instrumental in founding the Amcricnn Board of CommiasionLrs for 
Foreign Misstuos, Andover Theological Seminary, and the American Bible So- 
ciety. Gardiner Spring, more than sixty years |Mistor of the Bridk Presbyterian 
Church in New York City, was his son. Dunning, Congregationalists in Amer- 
ica, p. 287; CoDtribtttioos to the Ecclesiastical History of Essex County, pp. 



64 



DIABY OF JOHN QUINOY ADAMS. 



20tli. FftMeed ilowly in the third voliiiiie of Bhekstone. As Ihit ii 

the most important author of all thoM that will oocor, I make large ex- 
tracts from him, which takes me up so much tin^e that I cannot road al u ve 
tweDty or thirty pages in a day. TownsMmJ pasg'd the evouni^ at my 
lodgings, — «iuii weather. ilii4 al'tcruoou thure was a town-meeting 
for the purpose of diooaing mMubers to repreeeot thi* town hk the Stele 
Convention which is to meet in Janiurj, end cenveas the proposed 
Federal Constitntion. The persons chosen were Mr. Eiug/ Jtt^p 
Grcenleaf, Sir. Parsons, and Gen' Titcomb. They are al! \n favour of 
the Constitution, and the low a appears to bo very uuauimous for it. 

21st. I this morning requested of Mr. Parsons his opinion, whether 
it would be moat adveaitageoas fiv me to porsue the profeesional study 
in those hourt when I ahontd not attend at the office ; or whether it 
would be l>c'8t to devote those of my evenings which I shall pass at my 
own lof^ffinrps, to other purpo-rs, and a diversity of studies. He an- 
swered by observing that I cuuld not attend to any useful branch of 
eeleDoe in wliieh I siiould not find my aooonnt; he wonhl rather 
adviie me to read a number of ethio writeie. It was neoeuary for a 
person going into the profession of the law to have prlndplet strongly 
established ; otherwise, however amiable and however honest his 
disposition might be, yet the necessity ho is under of defending indis- 
criminately the good aud the bad, the right, and the wrong, would 
imperceptibly lead liim into niuTeml skeptidnn. He advised also 
Qninctilian and the beat writert npon Christianity* He himself, he 
■aid, was convinced of the truth of the Christian leli^on ; be believed 
revelation, and it was his reason that had been convinced, for he 
entered upon the world rather prejudiced against revelation. It 
Stormed in the afternoon. I pass'd part of the evening at Mr. Par^ 
•oas'a, and the remainder with Towneend at his lodgings. 

22d. Weather remarkably mild for the seaaon. I have been rather 
unwell for a week or ten days back, which prevents me from applying 
myself with so much assiduity m I should wish to. I passed thia 
evening with Thompson and Putnam at Little's. We were very 
aooahle and eheerluL . . , 

28d. The events of the day were quite nninterasting. I had how- 
ever an opportunity to observe the effoots of the paaaionS) how despot- 
ically they rule! Ik \v tlioy lend and master tbf> greatest and the wisest 
geniuses! 'T is a pity i 'tis great pity! that prudence should desert 
people when they have the most need of it. is pity that such a 
mean, little, dirty paanon aa envy ahonld be the vioe of the most eapa> 

1 Rufus King <H. C. 1777), fonnerlj a law student with Tiseophilus Parsons ; 
entered political life In 1784 as a RepresentatiTe firom Nswburyport ; had just 

turned from the CunBtitutionat Convention of 1787. Wm H»«^^iiiiii fjnumi 
leaf and General Titcomb, s«e M^ro, pp. S7, 47. 
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cioaa souls. Human Nature, how inpxplicahle nrt than ? Oh, may I 
learn before T advance upon the i>olitical stage (if I ever do) not to put 
my trust in thee ! This grave apostrophe, with the liaos that precede 
it, may be mysterkms to you, sir, hai if Mk, remember that it It nooe of 
jonr busineBs — and m I wish yon good night. 

24th. I went in the forenoon nnd exhibited ay complaints to Dr. 
Swett, but li" told mc they were not worth speaking of ; and so I will 
e'en let them Utko their chance. Tliis afternoon Townsend aud I 
went down to Mr. Tracey's, upon a ditiagreeable piece of business, bat 
which we got through quite comfortably. Ben Hooper called on m» 
in the evening. I have again begun upon Gibbon's Roman GhUnty, 
and hope I shall this time go through. I read the first volimie last 
ipring; but at that time my avocations were so numerous that I could 
not proceed in reading the book. I admire the style, aud iu general 
die sentiment, though I think there is sometimes an aHectation of wit 
in the one, and lometimeB a glaring tinsel in the odier, whieh are far 
beneath the majestic simplidtj of nattira. 

25th. 1 thought I was too unwell to pass two hours in a cold meeting 
houFe this forenoon, and staid at home. In the afternoon I ventured 
out, and went with Townsend to Dr. Tuckers meeting-bouse ; but Ond> 
ing there was no serrioe Cheray we went to church. Parson ^ss * ie 
not much of ta orator, and was ratiier n^ligeni in treating oomnuMi 
place topics in common place language. Drank tea at Mrs. HoopeHi^ 
and passed the evening at Mr. ,T. Tr acy's. Capt ' Fletdior ' was there. 
Tracy* was (juite warm upon the auitject of the lute election. He is a 
militia officer, and possessed very strongly of the esprit de corps. He 
was offended that Gen* TStoomb should come in the last of the four 
members for this town ; and, in the course of couTersation, went rattier 
beyond the bounds of prudence. 

26th. I took an additional cold yesterday, and am still more unwell 
than I have been. I pass'd the evening at my lodgings, reading Gibbon 
and translating a piece from the French. 

1 Rer. Edward Bass (IL C IIU), rector of St. Paul> (Episcopal) Chorcb in 
Newburvport, ITSS-IBC^; bora in DorehMtcr Noveniber 28, 1726; on« of the 
few T.; iHcopal clergymen who reniniiieil, and his parishioners wiili him, during 
and after the war, the church and the country attaining iadependenca and self* 
•opport In the tame year; in 1797, when orer seventy years of afe, chosen 
the first bishop of Massachnsetts and Rhode Iahin<l, imlding the two offlcea of 
bishop and rector for sia: years; died September 10, 1803. Araong his parish^ 
fcmers were many coUei^bred merchants, as Jonirthan Jsckson, Trlstrara Dalton^ 
John Tracy, Stephen Hooper; also Dudley Atkins, etc. 1). D. Addison, I4fb 
and Tiroes of Edward Bass ; J. J. Currier, " Ould Newbury," pp. 403-410. 

* Frentmably John Fletcher, sea-captain. Treasurer of tfie Ifarine Society of 
Hewburyport. Fleet's Almanack for 1787. 

* John Tracy was Deputy Adjuunt-General of tiie militia of Essex Conntgr, 
of wbud) Jooatiian Tltoomb was MaJor-OeneraL 

9 
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27th. Better than I have been for these tea days past; all the time 
again at the otlice or at mj own lodgings. It is of great advantage to m 
to have Ur. Parsooa in the office. He ii ia himsetf • law-Iibrarj, and 
I a proident in vnrj usefiil braneh of adenee ; but h is dtdet ezoeUeocf 
is, that DO student can bo more Ibnd of proposing questions than he is 
j of solving them. He is never at a loss, and always gives a full and 
[ ample account, not only of the subject propofied, but of all matters 
which have any iutiinaui couoectiou with it. I am persuaded that 
the adntntage of having sach an instmctor it vcr^ great, mod I hope 
I shall not misimprove it» as aooM of hU pn[nU bavo done. Where 
nature is deficient, application must supply her place; and, if Nature 
is liberal, there is so much more reason lor taming her partiality ta 
advantage. For 

never lenda 

The smallest scruple of her excellence, 
But like a thrifty goddess she detennioSS 
Iltirself Uie glory of a creditori 
Both thanks and nse.^ 

28th. . . . Mr. Parsons, after making much difficulty, has finally 
consented that we should pass the evenings till eight o'clock at the 
office, at ToMmsend's importonitj. It will make at this season a large 
addition to the time which we wnploy in the profeesional stadia^ 
though I do not know that it will be of any great advantage to me. 

29tb. Thanksgiving day : between eight and nine o'clock this morn- 
ing T BPt out for Haverhill and got to Mr. Shaw's a little before eleven. 
I Attended meeting. Mr. Shaw preach 'd a long sermon and a good 
one. Vr, Farker and hie wife dined with ns. I did not admire them, 
the woman partienhrly: afae baa a hard maaeuline eonntenanoei and 
black eyea iriiieh espreis aa modi aoftnen aa those of a tyger. But 
she is a very good woman; only has rather too much temper, nr as it 
is called in New-Kngland too much stujf. I went down to Mr. ^S'bite's 
in the evening, but Leonard was not at home. I was going to Mr. 
Bancan's, bat met all the younger part cf the fiunily ia the atreet I 
fbond Leonard White at Mr. Shaw's, and Mr. Flint who oame this 
day from Lincoln. 

80th. I passed the forenoon with Leonard, who has been making 
two or three unsuccessful attempts to make phosphorus ; his glass vials 
melt in the process. Dined at Mr. Dnnean'a. Mia. Thaxter has got 
two or dtree wrinklea on her forehead. I went to aee the honae an 
whkh tiMjara to live— paaa'd the afternoon with him. Ilia bonny 
noon ia not yet patt. I waa at Mr. Wbito'a in the evening. 

1 Uearan ftff Maasaxe, Aet L Sesna L 
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Saturday, December li^ 1787. 

I dined at Mr. White's ; after dianer I went to Mr. Sbaw's, staj'd 
ftboot m boor, moA jmk belbra Mm-set departed for Newbary-Pott. 
I got inte the lown jott u tbe dock stnidc seven. Fass'd the evoi^ 
ing with Putnam, and came home at about nine. I found Dr. Kil- 
ham at home. He rcturu'd from Boston on Thursdaj ; and although 
his conduct during the late session of the General Court, upon the 
Bubject o£ the proposed continental constitution, has not met with the 
approbftttoik of his oonstitaeiiti in genend, jet I think he is vezy much 
to be applauded for that independance of spirit which diaduns to sacri- 
fice a sentiment to the breath of popularity.^ Bat men are too apt 
to suspect the motives of those with whom they differ in sentiment, 
and although in this country religious bigotry m almost entirely done 
away, yet the same principle, in another garb, appears in all our 
politicBl BuuKBaTres. 

5th. I pass'd the evening with Little and Townsend at IMIss Caz- 
neau's. We play'd commerce and whist; but it was dull work. Miss 
Caznean has nothing in her person to recommend her, but a very gooU 
shape ; her eomplesitni is very darl^ and not Twy dear,— no leatnra 
of her foee is pecnluurly agreeaUe and her eyes are rather onfavorable 
to her. A capricious, passionate, imprudent character is stamped spon 
her behaviour. Slip 'ii'^plays rather too much levity, and a trifling, 
unuUeresttnff vanity is conspicuous. I call it uninteresting vanity, 
because there is a certain kind of vanity that I have observed in some 
women which is exceedingly interestiog, and which is sometimes pro- 
ductive of snch pleasing manners that I shoold be at a loss whether 
to call it a foible or an accomplii-^liment. Miss Tucker, who likc'^.-iso 
passed the evening there, is fair, rather too large for gentility, with a 
countenance which has not sufficient animation or expression to be very 
strikingly agreeable. Her manners are pleasing. If I coold find fimlt 
with any part of them, it wonld be witb Uie appearance of an affectation 
of woftntu. Thu defect is not uncommon ; bnt however amiable a real 
sweetness of disposition may be, this appearance of it in the manners 
is not calculated to win my heart. However, if I were to judge of the 
tempers of these two ladies from their behaviour this evening, I should 
prononnoo the latter infinitdy the most amiaUo of the two. I canM 
home at about nine, in the evening. 

Gth. Spent the evening with Thompson and Little at Putnam's 
lodrnrs^s. We conversed upon a diversity of subjects. Law, physic, 
imtory, poetry, religion and polittci, by turns, engaged our attention. 

^ Sec " Massachusetts Centinel " October 27, 1787, for a report of Dr. Kil- 
ham's speech in the Legislatwe in ojppoiition to the Federal Constitution. 
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These mcotings rcnow tho recollection of those happy scenes whicli 
we have all gooe through ia college ; and in this mantuT I now pass 
some of my most a^eeable hours. But alter I came home this even> 
Ing^ and ^ker reading mi boor or two^ I ftAt a deprauion of ipiritt 
to which I hove hitherto been entirelj o stnuiger* I bovo Ireqaently 
Iblt dull} low •(drited, in a manner ont of tune ; but the feelings which 
I now experienced were different from what I ever knew before, and 
Bucli an I hope I shall never again experience : thej kept me awake 
a great part of the night* and when I finally feU asleep thej disturbed 
my rest by the moit extraTi^(Mit dreema. 

7th. Mr. Parsons has reoOTored in a great measure from Ua iIlBea8| 
so tliat he was the chief part of this day in the office. I spent tho 
evening in part with him — play'd hack-gamraon and draughts. At 
the former of these games he boats me; at the latter | beat bim. I 
ahonid anppoae him to be a great profident at thoie gamea wMdi 
reqaire refleetion and a train of reaaoniog, which ia wry mndi tho 
oaae with draughts ; but much of thta akOl dq;ienda ODtirely upon 

practice ia which he is deficieiit. . . . 

8th, . . . Tovvusj^nd caiix- hiiine and sat an hour wifli mi:'. "We 
oonversed upon several topics, but chiefly upon ambition, that virtue 
or vieoi aoeording aa it ia directed. Wo did not perfectly agree upon 
tho snbjeeti though oar aentiroenta were not very different. In the 
evening I wrote, and among others brought myself down to the present 
hour in thia book| wikicb I have not done before for theae iaat two 
months. 

9 th. Attended Dr. Tucker's meeting in the forenoon. He gave us 
an ezoellent sermon npon the atory of Haman, from which ho drew 
a nnml»r of very rational reflections upon tho oviia of pride, haughti- 
ness and ft rercngefuU dispositiou. In tho afternoon I went and heard 
Mr. Carey. Townsend called upon me in the evening, and I went 
with bim to Mr. Atkins's, where we stay'd about an hour ; after which 
we went to aee Thompacni, who ia qtute nnwell. We lat lialf an hour 
below with Mr. Thompaon. Paraon Spring^ waa there; and we omi- 
vexaed npon the topic which is now prevalent — the Federal Couatito* 
tion. I came home early and wrote a long letter to W. Cranch. 

10th, This forenoon Townsend sot off for Boston. Mr. Parsons 
intended to have gone likewise, as tiie Supreme G>urt sits by atljuurn- 
meat there thia week. Bat he waa ao much tvoidiled with an ague in hia 
face and the toothach, that he could not go. I paia'd the evening 
with Little at Dr. Swett'a. lira. Swett ' ia a pretlsy wonasi and agree- 

' See supra, p. 31 

* Mrs. Charlotte Uouroe Swett, daughter of Judge William Bourne, of Marble- 
haad i after Dr. Siratt'b iaaA aMitiad John Taylor OOiuaa, of Ezetar, FedanBat 

GoTemor of New Hampshire 1794-1806, 181^ IRlft Tln-hpr, American Afcliml 
Biopsphy, voL il. p^ 109; MoClintock, History of 2Sew llau)i»shixe, pp. 44(>-448. 
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able; not endow' 1, T hplievp. with great strength of mind; not much of 
a rcasoner, nor much of a patriot, and proft'sses to kuow nothing of 
politico, which the sapposea to be entirely out oi the tpiiure of the 
fiBiiude MX. It would perhaps be as well, if all women thought so, 
and condocted upcm the pfindple; yet I wish even females to Ibel 
lome inlereat in the welfim of their country. The Dr. is a man of 
learning and ingenuity Tie went thronfrh n ronrso of professsi'inal 
studies in Scotland, and has travell'd in different parts of Europe ; but 
he has a mean idea of human nature, and I should not wonder if all 
physidane tiad ; fbr tbej are ineeiMiitly convenant with the physical 
defects and infirmities of mankind. They see hnmanity in n slats of 
humiliation^ and it is no wonder if they have no idea of its glory. 

11th. Beading Biackstone all day; and I passM the evening at the 
office till eight i after which I went and past an hour with I'utnam. 
F. BradHmry wss with him. We had some eooTemtbn upon the 
stale topie of self love and diiinterssted benevolence. A snbject jxgon, 
irhidi I have very freqnmtly conversed with many different pexwns, 
and, notwithetanding every thing that I have heard said upon the 
subject, I Btil! r^fain the opinion which I adopted when I first reasoned 
upon it. 1 wiii not venture to say there is no such thing as disinter- 
ested beoefoloMS^ but I most say that after searehbg as deeply as 
possible into my own mind, I cannot find a trace of it there. Talk'd 
with Dr. Ktlham upon the Federal Constitution. The elections which 
have hitherto been mado in different parta of the State} appear to be 
generally favorable to it. 

12th. This day I finished reading the lonrth and last volume of 
BlacksUme's Commentaries. This is one of the most impoitant books 
in the profession, and I have, comparatively speaking, taken more time 
in reading it than I probably shall for any other hnok ; yet T am very 
far from being master of it, and I intend before the end of niy tliree 
years, if I should live and have my health, to go through this book 
once or twioe more. I began in the afternoon npon SnUivan's Leetore^ 
and read a few pages; bnt not snffident to get an idea of the merits of 
the book. Thompson has so fiw reeovered, that be was at the office in 
tlie afternoon. I psss'd the eToning at my own lodgings, reading and 

Writinp^. 

IStb. The repetition o£ the same events, from day to day, is the only 
Tariety whieh can supply materials for this reeord of my transactions. 
Conversations are seldom interesting. New characters seldom arise, 
and I am employed more time in thinking what I shall say for one day, 
than I am in writing the occurrences of a week. Fertility of imagina- 
tion might supply the deficiency of materials, bat my soil produces no 
spontaneotis fruits . . . 

14th. I was abottt an hour with Dr. KUhamathis shop imnwwliately 
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after dinner ; I took up one of the volumes of Junius's Letters,^ aud 
carried it with me to the oillce. I read the whole afteruooOj and waa 
intexTUptod only hy the ahgdom of the vfwng. I c«U«d upon litde, 
md Inmii^t hSm home with ma to mj lodgiogs. W« poa^d » vaiy 
•odaUe evenuig together. Aiieat he was gone, I took up again mj vol- 
nme of Junius, and just before I finished it the midnight clock re- 
minded me that the hour of retirement was again come round. This 
iiour and Uiat of rousing from the night's repose are ec^uxilly disagree- 
able to me. My mind teems ia this veqpect to partake of llie tIs iner- 
tie of matter. I cannot poMiUj rise early, and I am obliged to run 
forward into the night for those moments of contemplation and study 
which perhaps woald be more advaatajieottsly taken before the dawn of 
day.* 

IdHu A TUkleot north-west wind blew the whole day, but we have 
no snow yet . . . Spent the evening with Fatnam, who has lately 

taken a great fancy to digging in metaphysical ground, though he is 
not perfectly acquainted with the nature of the soil. He has drunk just 
enough of the Pierian spring to intoxicate the brain, and not sufficient 
to sober him again. 

16th. I waited npon Paieon Caiy this forenoon, in expectation of 
moeh edification ; but he ga^o v a more indi^nent sermon than 
usual, wliich, in addition to the weather's being veiy cold, prevcDted 
me from going in the afternoon, instend of wliich I read three or four 
of Torick's sermons." Townsetid, wiio returned last night from Boston, 
was here all day. In the evening I concluded the first volume of GilH 
bon's fatstoty. The two last chapters whidi treat of the rise and pro- 
gress of dbristianity are written neither with tike indulgence of a 
friend, nor even with the candor and ingenuous openness which an 
enemy ought ever to show. The sentiment however with which ho 
concludes the volume is a melancholy truth ; aud it is to the immortal 
honour of the present age that no new religious sect can gaiu ground, 
became it cannot find a pnrseonlor. 

17th. I have continued reading in SuIliTan's Leetnres. The book is 
entertaining, and the author* so far as ho goes appears to he master of 
his subject. In general ho is perspicuous aud intelligible, but the 
treatise is rather hLitorical than professional : it waa a poethumuus 

* Written between 17C9 and 1772. 

' Later ia life, as is well known, J. Q. Adams overcame this disinclination to 
early rising, and became at last a Ttettn to it December 31, 18S8k he wrote: 
" My rising hour hai v^rieil from qnart«r-past four to seven — tlio average being 
about tive. AfUT makm^ my fire, 1 have be«u coustaatly writing till breakfast 
time, between nine and teB.** Memolxi, voL viil. p. 88^ See alao iUsf., toL tiL 
pp. 97. 165, 3G5 ; t-tc. 

• The Seraion« of Mr. Yorick ; or, Sermoni by Laurence Sterne, rublicatioa 
bsgsa hi ITflO; had pasisd thraegh ssTsml edithms bsfoie 1T87. 
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work, and therefore probably mach moro imperfect than it would have 
been bad the author himself given it to the public. The stjle is rather 
harsh and iuharmouious, and there are many inaoearMies evea of gram- 
mar, whidi are probably nothing move than errors of an anoorrected 
piCM. TowDMod and I pass'd the evening in the office till about mgh^ 
after ^hit h I went in and play'd with Mr. Pareona at back-gammon 
about an hour. 

I^ih. Passed the day at the office. Townsend and Thompson were 
there in the evening. 

The qneetion, what am I to do in thia world reenrs to me very fre- 
quently ; and never without causing great anxiety, anil a depression of 
spirits. My prnspectR r^ppenr flarktT to me every day, nrv! T nni olili;;'cd 
sometimes to drive the bubjeut from my mind and to a&sumo gome more 
agreeable train of thought. I do not wiah to look into llitnrity; and 
were the leaTos of fate lo be opened before me, I ahonld shrink from 
tiie perusal. Fortune, I do not covet. Honours, I begin to think are 
not worth socking, and as for " the bubble reputation/' thotT^'h deck'd 
with all the splendor!? of tbfi rniiiUow. yot those very bjueniior.s are de- 
ceitful, aod it Sttldoui iails tu buret from Llie weight of the drop which 
it eontaina. 

19th. I spent mj time this day in the same manner that I did the two 
last. I came home to my lodgings at about eight in the evening, and 

not b('i!i?^ d!«i)osed to study felt quite dull. When Dr. Kilham is not 
at home, I am entirely without company, for my landlady is in fact a 
good woman, but merely a good woman. 

20th. The cold weather appears to be setting in serionsly $ and in- 
deed it is high time tliat it should. It snow'd some part of tlie day. 
Jost after dusk, I walk'd v itli Tl omp'^nn and Putnam to Little's home 
m Newbury, but he was gone to atteud the ordination at Byfieid.' Wo 

* The ordination of Iter. Elijah Tarish (Dartmouth, 1785), pastor of the church 
at Bjrfleld for thir^-eight yean ; the strong Federaliat whose election sermon of 
1810. prepaied at the invitation of a Fedmllst LegUUtnre bat delivered to a 
" Jacobin " one, waa quoted for its bitior, stinjiing phraseology, by Mathcw 
Carey in his " Olive Branch " (1814), umI by Rubert Y. Uayne, of South Carolina, 
in the 8enat« debate with Webster; instrmneiilal in fonoding Andover Tlieologi* 
cal ."^i iniii .ry and tlie American Hoard of CommiMioners for Foreign Miwiong ; 
born at Lebanon, Conn., in 1762 ^ died October 1^ 1826; a '* Uopkinsiiui," like 
Dr. Spring, of Newbury port See J. N. Dnmner, Brief History of Byfleld Goo- 
grcKational Church ; Appleton, Spra^iue, etc. Sec also •n/ra, p. 76. Dr. Tucker's 
daughter, in iter jonraal under date of July 7, 1788, shows in another aspect 
this Inlerestini; man the "Taeaacy " of whose coonttiianoe J. Q. Adams noted. 
Ridiii}: over to ByficM, she came into the raidst of a retiTal; or, as she worded 
It, " Parson Parish, I find, is much celebrated as a diTine, and has been so sue. 
eessfol as to diseompose many of hfs Hearen," adding a distrust of the nioT«- 
ment with the "great appearance of sanctity and tliis wild kind of euthusiaam." 
Thus the imprssaion made bj Dr. Parish during the first months of his minisiry 
se am s to hare been diaracteristie of the man and of his osreer; Cram the begui' 
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return'd, and tbu pas^^'d the evening quite socbblj with me till 
nine o'clock. Captain Wjer wm hen in the evening. He mw, he Mjft 
■n enthttftiaBt for liberty in 1775» hot finds it all a farce; he is now 

no less an enthusiast; and he may chance to find his present object, 
which h different euough from Li>»ertv, more tra<jical than morrv.' I 
fiuislied ihiA day with Suliivaii'tt Lectures j and am not displeased to 
have gone through iL 

Slst. I read throogh Wright's short treetise upon the feudal 
tenures. I found nothing in it but what I had before read upon the 
subject in oth^r writorg. lu tlie beginning of the next vreek, I shall 
take up Coke upon Littleton, which seems to he the great msigaziue for 
law knowledge, but it is one of those unlucky folios which appear so 
formidable to mnoy students in the profession* I set myself down for 
three months nt this book. 

22d. I pass'd the day as nsosl at the oflBoe; Imt there was scnroe n 
half uu hour at a time without some visitor who entered into conver- 
sation with Mr. Parsons, and prevented us from paying any atLeiitioa 
to our books. This is too frequently the case and much of our time is 
lost in thirt manner. LndcQy tiiis was to me n leisnre day, and I only 
made a few extracts from Blaokstone. Little pass'd the evening with 
me. Weather quito modente. I should wish, in order to give some 
kind of variety to these paires, to bring in the aid of something 
more than a mere insipid narrative of my journeys from the oflice to 
my lodgings, and from my lodgings to the othce. 1 have heretofore 
made free plunder with the characters of persons widk whom I bad any 
connecUons, but on many acoonots I have fonnd tUs a dangeroos prac* 
tice ; for as I cannot keep these volnmes so secret as I should wish to, 
and lis the nioilels may by some means get access to the picture, I am 
obliged either to forfeit my siucerity, even towards myself, or to run the 
risque of making enemies. My disposition has prompted me to prefer 
the latter evil and I have sometimes experienced the disadTantages of 
committing my real opinions to writing. I have been thinking whether 
the method of recording observations, without exemplifying characters, 
would not bo equally agreeable to me without being dangerous. If my 
observations are collected from a concurrence of facts, and if they should 
be upon suljecia of any eonsequeuce, I might in that manner pluck the 

ning a Tigoroua peraonalitj, a rugged man, making on Alice Tttdker afanost as 

nnfavorablu an impression as on J. Q. AiUinis, ynt wit'ldin^: a groat influence over 
the peuplu to wlujtn he ministered, auJ, lattr, in his dcuuminatiun and poUtical 
party. At a later date (January 4, 1790) Miss Tucker wrote: "Afternoon 
Parson rnrish call'd and drnnk tea with ui. He is a little. HoclnWo ninn. nnd 
quite agreeable in conversation." Manuscript journal of Alice Tucker (1751- 
1800), now in the posscisian of the daughten of Mr. John TedMr frinoe. 
^ See m^prot p. 
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rose, without pricking my finger with the thorn. I believe I shall en- 
deavour, though not immedtateljf to practise upon this plan, 

23d. I went this forenoon to hear IWton Manray^prMdi. Heozpae 
tiated somewhat largely upon the seveuth commaudment. I was not 
very much pleased with him, — his voice is clear atid strong, and his 
delivery agreeable ; but I have heard even extempore speakers preach 
more to my satisfaction, ilia argumeuts agaiu&t a cnmo which must 
moot with general abhoireoce wen noty I think, the most forcible thai 
might have been brought^ and he extended it fiirthw than I thought 
reaiiouable. I did not attend meeting in the afternoon. We fiuallj 
have got a violent snowstorm, which begun thii morning, and hat beea 
acquiring fon^e the whole day. 

[On this day Mr. Adams wrote the following letter to his mother : — 

Dkah JIaoam, — ... In the b<»jnDninp; of .Sc[)tcmbcr I cnmo to 
this town, and l>egau the study of Ilisv with Mr. Fartiouii. I could not 
possibly haT6 an instractor more agre^Ue then thie gentleman. Hia 
taleuu are great ; his application haa been indefa^able ; and hla pro- 
fessional knowledge is surpassed by no gentleman in the Common- 
wealth. The study itself is far from being so destitute of cntertaliunent 
as I bad been led to expect. I have read three or four authors with 
pleasure as wdl as improvement; and the imagiuary terrors of tedious- 
ness and disgust have disappeared apon the first approach. Bot in 
their stead other fears have arisen which create more anxiety in my 
mind, and which will increase rather than suhsido. The popular odium 
which h:i.s been excited against the practitioners in this Commonwealth 
prevails to so«great a degree that the most innocent and irreproachable 
life cannot gnard • lawyer against the hatred of hia fellow dtiaena. 
The Ywy despicable writings of Honestoe were jnst calculated to 

^ Il«v. John Murray, pastor of the First Presbytsrian Church ; bom May 22, 
17^, in Antrim, Ireland ; edocsted at Edroborgh University ; in May , 1 706, « pas. 

tor at Philadelphia ; in J uly, 1706, at Boothba y, Me. ; had a career as an extempore 
q>eak«r and evangelist lilte that of WhiteflelJ ; delects from the Boothbay region 
to the Provbudal Congress of Massachusett* iu 1775, and took an active part Ui 
ita proceedings; was so vigorous in behalf of the American cau^c that the Britbh 
Commodore in the Maine waters in 1779 placed a reward of five hundred guineas 
on liis liead; by a stirrin;; sermon rallied a company of volunteers in Newbury* 
port; installed there 1 n i l, 1781 ; died March 18, 1793; was esteemed nn oratst; 
known as " Damnatiou " Murray tr> disthiguish hhn from " Salviition " Murmy, 
who was then preaching in Massachusetts the faith of the Univcrsalista. Jonatluin 
Grseoleaf and Captain Vttliam CoomV>s were elders in his church ; among the 
DRincs of his parishioners are to Iks founrl Titcomb, Knight, Tufts {'♦f Koino of 
tlie iicighboriny jjastors, especially Dr. Sjirin^, did not receive him into cordial 
fellowship. See A. G. Vermilye, Memoir of Kcv. John Murray in Blaine 
Ili^t. Soc. Coll., vol. vi. pp. ir..'>-170; II. C. Hovey, Oripin nnd Aiina!s of 
"Tiie Old South" First Presbyterian Cimrcb, pp. 37-42, 58, 199; J. J. Currier, 
"Qua Nawboor,** p. 683; ete. 

10 
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kindle a flame wlilch will subsist long after thej are forgotten. The 
author after being hokted by this weak instrament into the Senate 
baa already letnni'd te bis native inaignificancj, and tinder die new 

adopted signature eC CaudiduB defends a good cause without ability 
and without success. But the poison has been so extensively com- 
municatccl that its infection will not easily be stopped. A thousand 
lies iu addition to those published in the papers have been spread all 
over the eonntry to prejudice the people agamst the "order,** as it has 
invidionsly been called; and aa a free people will not desooid to dis> 
guise their sentiments, the gentlemen of the profession have been 
treated with contemptuous neglect and with insulting abuse. Yet 
notwithstanding all this the prolessiou is increasing rapidly in nuuil < r^, 
and the little business to be done is divided into so many shares liiat. 
they are in danger of starving one another. When I consider these 
disadvantages, which are in a degree peculiar to the present time, and 
those which at all timr 5 ;sii1>>ist, when I reflect that with good abilities, 
great application and a favourable fortune are requisite to acquire that 
eminence in tlio profession which can ensure a decent subsisteno^ I con- 
less I am mmadam almost dlsoooraged, and ready to wish I bad 
engaged in some other line of life. Bat I am determined not to 
despond. TVith industry and frugality, with patience and perseveiaQCO 
it will bo very hard if I cannot go through the world with honour. T 
am most resolutely determined not to spend my days in a dull tenor 
of insipidity. I never shall be enough of a stoic to raise myself beyond 
the reach of Fortone. Bat I hope I shall have so ranch resolatioa aa 
diall enable me to reodve prosperity without growing giddy and eoc* 
travagant, or adversity without falling into despair. 

I board at ISIrs. Leaihers's — a good old woman ; who even an hun- 
dred years ago would have stood in no danger of being hang'd for 
wit^oraft She is however civil and obliging, and, what is very much 
in her favonr, nneommonly silent— so that if I am deprived of the 
charms, I am also free from the impertinence of conversation. There 
is one boarder hf^ide myself. A Dr. Kilham (T hnpo the name will 
not scare yon), one of the representatives from this town, a very w<>rthy 
man} and a uian of seu^e and learuing. Was it not for him I should be 
at my lodgings aa soUtaij as an hermit There ia a very agreeable 
aode^ in the town; Ihongh I seldom go into company. 

I passM two or three days at Haverhill about a month ago, and had 
the pleasure of finding Mr. Tbaxter. From tho Boverest rensurer of 
every trifling attentions between lovers, he became as fond a shepherd 
as ever was celebrated in the annals of Arcadia. He expects some 
pecnllar animadversbna from yoo, Ibr hb desertion of principlea which 
he formerly boasted were so deeply rooted in his mind. But it b the 
old story of Benedick. The absnrdity ia not in abandoning a vain 
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inofToctual resolution ; but it 13 in pretending to adopt ft raiolation 
which every day may bo reudered futile. 

I bftve frequentlj been prevented from expadadsg in my letters 
opoo poIiticRl Io|riosy bj the ttetiliij of the rabjeet ; nnoommon fertility 
now proddoeB the same efiect. I tan only aaj io general terms that 
parties run very high, and that we are most probably it tlie evo of 
* revolution. Whether it will be effected in sti t>r:co uad without a 
■trngglet or whether it will be carried at the poiut ui ihe sword is yet a 
question. The newspapeis will show 70a bow mndi the publio it 
•ngngnd In the discosiion of tbo now oontinantal fbrm of govornmenti 
which I fear Hill be adopted. • . .] 

24th, Began opon C<>ke-Litt1eton, and ren<\ about a dozen pages. 
Paas'd about an hour in the evening with Mr. i'arsons, playing back- 
gammon. . . . 

S^tii. CShrittaiM dej. Penoo Bow preuhed « lennon, but I did not 

go to hear him. I dined with Townsend, and pass'd the eftemooa 
there. At about dusk, I took a long walk with Iiim, and then returned 
to my own lodgings. The Dr. this day took a rido out of town. In 
the evening I fell to speculating apon political subjects. I regret ex> 
oeedingly thnt I hnte lO litde time nt my own diipoteL A tiMnuend 
tnbieets eall my nttention, end excite my corioHty. MosI of them I am 
<A%ed to pass from without noticing them at all ; and the few to whiclk 
I can afford any lei»nre, only Ipad me to regret th.it I cannot go deeper. 
The tedioug study of a pn fcj^Hion, which requires indefatigable iisdti?- 
try and mcessaiit appiicauuo, is alone suflicient employment. But the 
am and acianflaa in ganend, and in particular the fibonl arte, moat not 
be negiaetedi I anapect I aball aoon drop Uiia joonaL 

• • • • • • 

27th. St. John's Day. An entertainment for the Society of Free- 
Alasons. In oousoqucnco of Stacey's exertions, we had this evening a 
good dance. There were only thirteen gentlemen and fifteen ladies. 
The divenion waa geoera]» and the company apiritad. Upon aoch oocn« 
•ions there u almost alwnya aomebody who mabea peculiar amusement 
for the rest of the eorapanv. A Captain Casey was this evening as 
singular aa any of the gentlemen. As a Mason, he had the generosity 
of his heart at dinner rather than the reflections of prudence, and as 
thia, like moat virtnes, inoraaaea by being put in action, he had not laid 
any fllibend raitrainta npon himaaif in the evening. It increeaad ex- 
oeedingly bia activity, and after all the company had done dancing be 
retained vigonr to walk a minuet and to skip in reels. In all this there 
waa nothing but was perfectly innocent; yet so fond are the sons of 
men to remark their respective foibles, that the Captain was not totally 
exempted from the amilea of the company. Thia waa the most particu* 
lar ctrcnmitance that took place. In gsneial I waa mndi pleased. It 
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was between four and fire in the morning before we broke up. Pat* 
nam came tod tat an hoar with me and Little in garrvlout conversa* 
tion. A litde after the dodc etnidc tw, Patnam went hoiMj and I 

much fatigued retired to bed. 

2*^111. We rose Vn^'wpfn ten aud eleven in the forenoon. Little 
took a breakfast with rue ; after wliicb i went to th»? offiff, but felt 
entirely incapable of doing anythiug sorious. I pass d the ume there- 
fore tlU dinner in Idle cfaat. Lithe aftamoou, I paaied anboorwith Dr. 
KUham ; and agate lepaind to tiho <Aoe, with at little tnooeas as ever. 
In the evening, all the gemlemen who were last ntght at the dance 
w ere at Putnam's lodgings. We drank and smoked and sang there till 
niue 0 clock ; but, notwithstanding a forced apj»earance of hilarity was 
kept ap, there was in fact no real mirth. Ail were fatigued hy the last 
nights riege, and vnable to bear another, toch aa the inesluraatible 
Bpirits of Amory would have relished. At nine Cherefore we retired, 
and not long after I got home, I went to bed. 

29th. Not entirely recovered yet from the fatigue of Thursday night ; 
bat could in some measure attend to reading. Mr. Parsous's students 
all dined with him. Uiaater Hoody,^ from ByQeld, with a son of Dart- 
month by the name of Parish were likewise of the company. Mr. 
Parish has to perfhoUon the appearanee and manners wliidi have dis* 
tinrriished all the young gentlemen from that seminary with whom I 
i;:iN Li liad any acquaintance, — the same uucouthnesa in hi^ appearance, 
the same awkwardness in his mauuers, and, really I am not illiberal if I 
add, tlie same Taeaney in his oonntenanee. That a man should not at 
the same time make a seholar and a fine gentieman, that the graces 
and the muses should refuse to reside in the same mansion, is what 
T have never thought strange ; that they seldom unite is at once my 
sorrow and my consolation ; bat the students of Dartmouth, appear 

1 Matter SamtMl Moodj (H. C 1749), the gental and eeocntife pneejAioe of 

Pummcr Academy. Born April 18, 172*3, at Yurk ; a teacher thvrv fur sixteen 
or seventeen years ; first preceptor of Dummer Academy 1762-1780 ; a bachelor ; 
died Deeember, 1796, at Exeter, V. H. Held hi tlw highest and most affectionate 
esteem by pupils such as President Willard and Professor Webber of Harvard, 
Theopbilus Parsons and Ruf us King, with a l<M>g and honorable record of servioe 
over a floarlsMRg idiool, his best days were in the past The son of ** Haod1[er> 
cliicf Muudy " and grandson uf " Faithful Moody," the eccentricities of his 
character and intellect were becoming so pronounced as to impair his usefulness 
andoomfMl his resignation. Again Miss Tucker's Impression is in accord with 
that of J. Q. Adams, for a year later, December 3, 1 THS, she calls him the " vont- 
erous Master Moody," and spealis of " his high sounding roiubility.'* And on 
May 9, 1700, writes : " Mastnr Moody spent the day with us — how he em- 
barrasses one by his gross extrsTsgant compliments — certainly he docs not 
possess any true politeness, and is a stranger to that delicate sensibility winch 
is cautious of offending." Manuscript Journal of AUce Tucker. N. CieaveUnd, 
The FlntCtatttiy of Dunncr Academy, pp. 8ss nj/io, p. 861. 
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detcmtne<l to raise no riralship between these seta of sisters, and there- 
fore discnrd them nil. Mr. Moody wa» extremely full of high flown 
oomplimeutt) ^ the grossest, the most fuUome flattery was incessantly in 
his moath. Every virtue »nd every accomplbhmeDt he lavMhed awaj 
upon Ihe oompenf, with to little oonaidemUon that he teemed to forget 
that modesty was in the list. He went oS* however very soon af^r 
dinner. "By 0, Bradbury,* I received a couple of letters from Cam- 
bridge wiikch gave me no agreeable news. Bradbury wati wiiU me in 
the evening; be relieved me in some measure from my fears. The 
Colleget, it leenM, in the eonrse el the lest quarter have iMen in greet 
eonfasion, and the etndents are much irritated. 

riOth. Attending meeting the whole dnj nt ^Tr. Cnr^^y's. Dined at 
ilr. Hooper's^ in company with Mr. SyuHin \vlir> return'il in the after- 
noon to Andover. In the evening 1 walk d with Dr. Kilham to Mr. 
Certei^s; foand nobody nt liome. Wo them went and pass'd the 
evening with Mra. Bmery. The conversatioa was agreeable, tho' not 
extremely interesting. 

31st. In the evening T went with Townsond to eeo "Mhn Cazneani 
and to fulfill a promise of playing on the tiuto for her, which I made 
some weeks ago, aud reuew'd last Thursday. The character of Miss 0* 
I propose to delineate at a fntnre periodt if I ebonld eonUnae to draw 
any.^ At ei^ht I left her and pese'd the remainder of the evraing nt 

Mrs. IIooi)er'3. 

The night which puts a period to tho revolving year always presents 
to my mind a crowd of the most serious reflections. But none are 
mora hnportant than thoee upon the ehortneee of hnman liCa, A 
twentieth part of the days of man has nearly elapsed since I began tliia 

journal; yet bow uninteresting the events! bow much of that period 

lost! how much mis-spent! but revert the question: how much em- 
ployed to make me wiser, better aud more useful ? Ah I how shall I 

auiivver ? 

1 George Bradbury (II. C. 1780), son of Thcophilas Bradbury, bom in Port- 
lAod October 10, 1770; a kwjur io Fortlnnd ; a member of the MasBSchusetts 
Lsgislatars 1802 (from Newburyport). 1806-1810, 1811-1812 (from ForUand) ; 
a ReprcsenUtlve in Congrt>M 1813-1817 : etc. ; died Movember 17, 188S. W. B, 
Lapbam, Bradbury Memorial, pp. b9, 118, 110. 

> See in/rOt p. 108. 

■ Bee supra, p. 67. Fcbrunry 11, Aliro Tuckpf wrote: " MIjb Cflrneau 

came froai towa aud took tea with me; lively coDTersation ; she is a young 
lady of humour^ and veiy ▼otatile"; and a^In, Deeember 9t "The lively 
laughing Miss Caznean came in the afternoon and took tea n-ith m." It is 
eTident, from an entry In this journal of March 24, 1789, that this family had 
known days of greater prosperity, bat wsin then ledaoed ** to iBdlgeneek" llaan> 
seripl Jounal of Alice Teeksr. 
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Tnesdaji Jnmrj Itt, 1788. 

Pua^dtlie day mud «Teiuikgst the office. Bead at mj ewn lod^gtegi 

till one o'clock id the morniog. I feel every day a greater disposiLion (o 
drop this noDBense. It takes op a great deal of my time ; and, m it ia 
iucessantly calluig upoQ me, I can uever have aoy respite. In Uic ex- 
treme cold of winter I have no convenieuoe for writing, and was it not 
for die pleasnfe of eomplaiiiiiig to myself I belioTe I should have done 
Umg ago. I often gtA in anean» and then I have as moeh time to reo*> 
ollect the circamstances of one day, as at other times I have to write 
for four. These inconveuieiices however are most prevalent in tbo 
severity of the winter season. As 1 have got so far through this, 
and moie portkailarlj aa I have now begqn the year, I will make 
an eflfart to oany it on for one more rerolatioo of the ean; and, if I 
Hien fitel at avene to writing m at present, I will e'en stop, at least 
vfh'ih the events in which I am concern M are trivial as t!iey Jiro at 
present. One cotisiduralion npon tliis Rultji f L, at lea-^t, aflbrds me some 
satisfactioD : iL is, that when I look back lu these volumes, and peruse 
^ temporary prodocttoos of my pen, I am at least aUe to say at die 
dose of the day, tint day I did tomethiag. 

2d. In the beginning of the evening Putnam called at our offloe^ 
and invited me to go with him and pass a couple of hout^ at Mr. 
Fra/jar ; ^ after debating with myself some time upon the subject, I 
determined finally to go. We found there a number of young gentle* 
men and ladies. Afler we had sat a little while the in&UiUe request 
to sing made its appearance. One ooald not sing, and another could 
not sing, and a total incapacity to sing was declared all round the 
room. If upon such occasions every one would adhere to his first 
assertion it would be very agreeable, at least to me ; for in these mixt 
companies, when ttie musioal powers are finally exerted, the only reo> 
ompense for the intolerable tedionsnest of urging genwally fa a few 
very insipid SOngs, sung in a very insipid manner. But the misfortune 
u that Borne one always relents, and by siiijiinfT furnishes the only 
materiala for a conversation which consists in intreatiea for further 
gratifications of the same kind. When we had gone through this 
eeremony and had grown weary of it, aoother equally stupid m> 
eeeded. It waa playing pawna: a nnmber of pledges were given all 
round, and kissing was the only condition npon which they were re- 
deem'd Ah! what kissin'^'! 'tis a profauatiou of one of the most 
endearing demoostrations of Love. A kiss onless warm'd by sentiment 

1 Presumably Moses Frazier, a member of the OoanBftlSB of Safoty of Se|^ 

tember 23, 1774 ; selectman 1778-1781, 178Q. town trpunrer 17S2; reprcscntatiTe 
in the Le^slatore 1777, 1778, 1781. UurU, Hut. of iuttaex County, pp. 17ad-1740, 
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Aod enliTened bj afiecUon maj just as well be ^ven to the air as to 
thtt nuMt beinli&l eg Um nuMk aeoom^ialied o^eet in the UnitWM. 
After going throngh this Ukowiie, at if the Pope had done oa any iigiiiTV 
BOtihiiig woald do but we mmt break his neck. It is the fate of the 

poor representative of St. Peter to be abused at this day. But we 
were peculiarly cruel, for we persecuted hiui without any kind of ad- 
vantage to ottrseUes. Thus we pass'd the heavy hours till about tea 
e'dodc, when we all retired. I did intend to mentioD the young ladiea 
tiiai were present and give my notioieBlia upon their persons and 
manners ; but thia day has already usurp'd more thnn it^ proportion of 
the volume, and I will take some other opporUuiity for delineating. 
For the present I will quit the pen. 

dd. Fkaa'd the evening at Little's in Newfaoiy. A Mr. Coflin,^ who 
giadnatedtwo jeara ago at Harvard, was tfiere. We qwnt oar time in 
•oeiable chat and in singing ; not such unmeaning, insignificant songs 
as those with which we killed our time last evening, but good, jovial, 
expressive songs such as we sang at College, "when mirth and jollity 
prevail'd." One eveutug of this kind gives me more real satisfaction 
than 6ftj pasa'd in a eompany of girls. (I beg their pardon.) 

4tli. Nothing. It would be a fine theme to expatiate epon. It 
has been well expatiated on. When I look around me and tee the 
vices, the follies, the errors of my fellow rreatnres. when I look into 
myself and enquire into the springs and motive:^ of my actions, when I 
look forward and ask what am I to do, what am I to expect, an invol" 
votary sigh acknowle^pee tliat notking is the only anawer. In the 
physical world, what are sensual gratifications, wh^ is the earth, and 
nl! it contains, whit is life itself? — nothing. In the moral world, 
what is honour, what is honesty, what is reliijion ? — nothing. In the 
political world, what is liberty, what is patriotism, what is power and 
grandenr? —nothing. The oniTarae la an atomi and iH creator ia all 
In all. Of him, e»s^ that he esista, we know nothings and eonae* 
quently onr knowledge is nothing. Perhaps the greatest tnatb of all 
is, that for this half hour I have been doing nothing. 

5th. I have this week becTi rLadmi!; Cecilia,* a novel of pomo reputa- 
tion ; it was written by a lady, and docs not ealiil>iL that knowledge of 
human nature, wbidi ia the greatest OKoellenc^, perhaps, of novels. 
Some of the oharaoters, however, are well drawn; thej are generallj 
exaggerated, and appear rather too strongly marked for perfect imitationa 
of nature. The ehanoten of Mies Larollea and of Meadows appear to 

1 Cbarisf Coffin (H. C. 1786), horn fn Kewlniry September 4, 1766; a tiaclMV 
and physician in Portsmonth. N. H., and afterwards at Beaalbr^ 8.CL; diid 
6q>teniber, 1^. J. J. Currier, Hist, of Newbury, p. 669. 

* ICiss Barney's "CedUa," hi Ave volamea, bad than been pabUshed sis 
Tian. In 1768 sbe nunied Oenaial S/AMaj* 
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AM original and ferae^ tibmtof Lidy Femberton h pleiaio^ but mmAj m 
imitHtion. The story in geoenl i» wdl told and Ao intereat is pi«- 
aorvad; but in many places probability is not safBciently consulted, and 

the repetitions of the mistaken at Belfiald's lodgings l)ecome tedious 
and wearisome; the catastrophe is not jnst as I should wish it, yet 
perhaps it is more judicious than it would have been to have prt^ervtMl 
her lortane. If the book was made shorter by two Tolames, I thfink H 
would be mneh better than it is ; but even now it is tafinitely superior 
to the common herd of novel^^, which are mere nusances to Literature. 
I passed the evening quite in a solitary way at my own iodginga* 
The weather has this week been extremely cold. 

6th. Heard Mr. Carey preaflb two sermons this day; but the 
weather waa Tery oold. In the afternoon the Parson waa extremely 
vehement ; in an occasional discourM npon the renewal of the year, he 
complaini!(I exceedingly that the language of the people was *'the limo 
is not come," and, with all his powers of eloquence and of reasoning, he 
exerted to prove that the time is come. He was rather too violent : his 
aaal was so animated that he almost bad the appeaianoe of being vexed 
and chagrined. Bat be said be waa not aiming at popnlari^. 
Passed the evenhig with Dr. Eilham at Mr. Carter's, where we had a 
whole magnzino of antiquity. Miss Sally Jenkins wns there. I was 
pleiised with her manners. She is of the midiliing female size and 
has a fine form, the features of her face are regular, and were not the 
nose too vaash inclined to the aquiline, would be very handsome. 
Twenty two, I should think her age ; but perhaps she is two or three 
years younger. She conversed not much, and indeed in the state of 
female ednration here there are very few young ladies who talk and yet 
preserve our admiration. For my own part, the most diilicuU task Uiat 
could be assigned me weidd be to carry on a conversation with one of 
our fine ladies ; the topics npoh which they are able to be flnrat are 
so totally difierent from sny of those with which I have ever been con- 
versant, th;it I feel the same emharas?ment that I should with one 
whose ].\ngn:igo I should be wholly unacqnainted with. This is not 
meant however to apply to Miss Jenkins, who is, I hope, of a did'erent 
casts perhaps I shkU discover on abetter aoquiUntaaee attraetiona in 
her besides those of peraon, and they will appear the more amwUe as 
they are the more rare. 

7th. ... At eight o'clock I left t!ie office, and went to Dr. 
Swett's, where i found Little very agreeably situated. He had been 
writing part of a letter to Frsemau. I join'd with him, and scribbled 
about half a page npon the subject of Mias Gasnean. I know not but I 
should have done best to adopt the prudent style of panegyric ; but what 
is done cannot he helped, and I must run my chance of incurring the 
tremendous rescutmeut of an offended female. If she should discover 
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what I liave written, my only resource would be to flatter her. This I 
believe would bo an iufallible recipe for appeasing her. While I was 
Mtting with Little, the sexton oune in. " You meationod a matter to 
me the other day," nid he; ** and I met with one yestwday ; all entire* 

Has been there but a few years. The flesh ha;; sunk away not mnch ; 
rather dirty, as the clod:* fell ou him .'h I \s l, <!iir'jinjj; but It'a easy to 
w;usli that away. If yon wint one uow, you tuay have hioi early to- 
murrow muruiiig/' Liiiie told hioi such au one would not answer his 
purpose, not beiug freth enoagh. I ble«*d myself Ibr not being a 
student in phyaie, end for being exempted from an application to any 
art by means aglinst which humanity revolts. Uow much is an 
honest and a humane physician to be respected and esteemed ! no man 
certainly can render himself useful to his fellow creatures in a 
manner more painful and disgusting to himself^ and few men have a 
poorer prospect of obtaining the reward of their labours; in this 
oountry espedally. I eat about an honr with latlle, after whieh I 

retired to my own lodgings. 

8th. It snow'd all the forenoon ; but, as the weather kept continually 
moderating, in the afternoon it began to rain, and before the weather 
deared up the snow was almost gone. I went with Townsend} and 
drank ootfee at Mr. Tlumipeon's. Uis son goes to Boston to<4nonow. 
I gave him my letter for Cranch. After we went from there, wo called 
in at Putnam's lodgings, and found Captain Noyes there. I\Ir. Town- 
send soon went away. I sat there till after nine o'clock, and heard 
the doleful btory of the ch^ck upon Mr. Murray's meeting house,^ which 
the other night kept striking without eeasing almost the whole night, 
and how it is an indisputable omen, foreboding the death of the Parson, 
who is very sick. Superstition and bigotry will ever be inseiwrable 
companions, and they are always the tyrants of a mean and contracted 
mind. 

9th. This day our State Convention is to meet in Boston tot the pur- 
pose of assenting to end ratifying the Federal Gonstitntion. The mem> 

bers from this town Went Boston yesterday, except Mr. Parsons, 
who will go to morrow. The conjectures concerning the issu j of tfieir 
debates are difli'rent, according to the dispositions of the specuiaLors. 
Some think there will be a great majority for adopting the Constitu- 
tion, while others hope the opposite party will greatly preponderate. 
In the evenbg I pby'd with Mr. Parsons at iNidc-gemmon, and was 
beat by him. AAer leaving the ofTlce, I passed the remainder of the 
evening with Townsend at Mrs. Hooper's. 

1 TUt dode had a hexagonal dial with a dnf^e arrow sxtendiof across It to 

mark t!io hours — minutes in those slow dars not beinj^ worth counting?. II. C. 
Hovey, Origin and Annals of " The Old bouth." First I'resbyterian Church, 
pp. 191. 193. 
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lOtk. Between eleven and twelve Mr. Taraons went for Boston. . • • 
I went Hhia evening to Dr. Swett's with the ialmtiaii to paw the e?eih 
ing fbere, liat nether the Doctor nor hit ledj were at home^ I called 
vpOB Fatnam, and would have gone with him to Mr. Bradburj's, bat 

they were all out. I met Little in the street ; he came home with me, 
and sat half an hour. Tbc Conventiou met at Boston yesterday, about 
three hundred members present. They chose Mr. Hancock President, 
andt as hit inflrmities are Mich as will probably preTeat turn frequeotly 
from atteadiag, Judge Cu>htng was chosen Vice-PlesidenL But thoj 
have not ynt proceeded to business of any consequence, nor doos it ap- 
pear which party is most likely to prevail. From which w© may pei> 
haps iuler that in eitlier case the majority will be smaU. 

■ ••• ••••• 

lStb« Satorday erening I was, as nsosl, all Ae erentng at my own 
lod^ga. I spent my time in reading Gibbon's Boman histoxy, second 

volume, and now at twelve at night, upon compulsion, I am to say 
something for myself. And I know nothinrr lx»ttpr than to testify that at 
Mr. i''uriiOUt>'s ollice I have loal a great part ui iIum week by ouuvei-»iug 
with him and with Towosend. Mr. P. is now gone to BiMton, and I 
hope to God I shall not go on in this way sqnaodering week after weel^ 
I till at the eud of three years I shall go out of the office as ignorant as I 
entered it. I cannot, must not, be so negligent. All ray hopes of going 
through the wurld in any other than the most contemptible manner de- 
pend opon my own exertions, and if I continue thns trifling away my 
timet I shall become an object of diarity or at least of pity. Ciod of 
Heaven ! if those are the only terms upon which life can be graated to 
me, oh ! take me from this world before I cargo t!>e day of my birth. 
Or railu r, five me resolution to pursue my duty with diligence and ap- 
plicatiou, thai if my felluw creatures should neglect aud despise me, at 
least I may be cousoioos of not deserviug thmr oontetupt. 

ISth. Hits morning Townsmd eslled on me, and invited me to go 
and hear Parson Tucker. We met Little in the street, who turn'd 
about, and walk'd thnt w;iy witl? ur. When we got to the meeting 
house wo fuuud thtni was to be no service there in the foreuoou, aad 
as it was then too late to go auy where else we turu'd badE and went 
Iiome. Dined with Dr. Kilbam at Dr. Swett*s, and Little dined with 
ns. We spent the sftemoon and drank tea there. Mrs. Swett is hand- 
some, and, like most of our ladies, is perfectly acquainted with tho 
various forms of propriety in company which have been established 
here. She has too much good breeding to know auy thing upon specu- 
lative subjects, and she bss a proper arerdon to politics. She hasy how- 
ever, I believe, a good onderstandiD^ and is infinitely superior to many 
of our female beauties who flutter in all the pride ol variegated ool- 
onrs. After I letum'd home^ Xhompson called and delivered me n 
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letter from W. Cmtich. I went with the Dr. to see Mr. Jackson,* but 
he was not at home, and we CfilU'd in at ]Mrs. Enjerj's.'' Tliis lady 
and her daughter converse more to nay gatisfneti on tliau the generality 
of mj female acquaiutance. In their oompauy my time passes away 
fiMts end I em not crfken able to lay ee modi. 

14lb. . . . This eveniiig I went witli Townaend in the first pUoe 
to lEr. Adcins's ; this too is an bouse whcro I always visit with pleas* 
ure, as I am always sure to meet with g(X)d sense and sociability. 
From thence we went to Mr. J. Tracey's, wlicre we found throe ladies, 
ail drcst iu liie deepest mourning, and Captn. Furris,' who lately lost his 
mh, Mrs. Traoey is miicb such • lady as Mrs. Swett, though diore are 
afewdistingQishiDgcbarscteriBtiGS. HerbesbandbasiDgelarity. But 
he is a justice of the peace and deputy adjutant general of the militia; 
and with eqiial !mport;inct> and dignity he wields the scales of justice 
and the swurd ot Bellona. lie frequently tells of his judicial perturm- 
eikoes, and takes pleasure in boasting that to do his duty he must see 
every man in tbe ooonty oooe a year. Bat be is friendly and bos* 
pitable^ and indeed, except wb«i moonted on one of bis two bobby- 
liorses, a very good companion. 

15th. After passing the day a8 usual at the office, Townscnd came, 
spent the evening, and supp'd with me. Tbe weather for these three 
or tour days paat hss been ezeeisive oold ( bnt bas moderated greatly 

' Presumably Jonathan Jackson (II. C. 17G1), son of Edward -Jackson, of Bos- 
ton, and Dorothy Quincy, of Braintree; born in Boston June, 1743; classmate of 
Stephen Hooper, Colonel Edward Wigglesworth, Rev. Tlionms Cary, of New- 
bury port, and Professor Samuel Williams, of Cambridge ; iutituate friend uf Juhn 
Lowell (H. C. 1760) ; began his bnslneflt Uf« a clerk in tbe office of Captain 
Patrick Tracy, of Newburyport ; married, as s second wife, in 1772, Tracy's daugb> 
ter, Hannah. In 1771 Jackson and Ix>weU bought Uud on Iligh Street and 
boflt companion hmiscs, — Jackson's betng known later as tbe " Timothy Dcxtor*' 
house. Jackson was a member of the Committee of Safety in 1774 ; a repre- 
sentatire to tbe ProTiocial Congress at Watertown ; a delegate to the Continental 
GoDgreM 1781, 1789 ; moved to Bottoa in May, 1785; mardied onder Geocfsl 
Lincoln to suppress Shays's Rebellion in 1786 ; soon after that returned to New- 
buryport ; in 1789 was United States marshal for the district of Massachusetts 
and was Uvlng tn one half of what Is now the Pnblie Ubnoy Bvildiag; removed 
to Boston again in 1795 ; was treasurer of Maasachuietts flre years and of ITiirvard 
College throe years; died March 6, 1810. J. J. Currier, "Ould Xewbuiy," 
pp. 664-609,— a portrait of Jackson painted abeet 1784 is reprodneed there. 

' Mrs. Margaret Gookin T'nicry, daughter of Rer. Nathaniel Gookin, of North- 
wood, N. IL, wife of Jolm Emery ; bom August 11, 1746 i died August 12, 1788; 
motiier of Hannah Emery > ice tvpra, p. 46. 

• Presumably William Farris, born in Belfast, Irclmi !, ui 175.*?; cnme to 
Amertea when twelre years of age; Joined the expedition against Quebec; serred 
on tlie sea first aa midshipman and later as commander of a privateer; snflbred 
imprisonment Bereral times; became after tli< war a merchant in Xcwhury- 
port; was a Representative in tbe Legislature 1827-1838; married l<'auny Jen- 
Unt ; died in 1887. B. V. Smith, Hist ef Nswbttryport, pp. 869, 370 ; Uurd, BIst. 
ef Biaez Coonty, p. 174L 
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this eraiiDg. Aftar nipper I unniod myieU an hour w two viA 
writing ; and I have been reading two or three of Shakespear's hii> 
torical plays. I believe I Bhould improve my reading to greater advau- 
tagc, if I coQtmed inysell to oue book at a time; but I never can. If 
a book doefi not interest me exceedingly it is a task to me to go throogh 
it; and I fear for thU raaaon, I ihall nover got throng Gibbon. la- 
dolo&ce, indolence, I fear, will be my ruin. 

16th. It snow'd all the forenoon ; but the weather continued moder- 
ating, and in the afternoon a steady rain took place of the bqow ; and 
when I came this evening from the officei, the ground was covered all 
the waj with one oootiiinal glare of ioe. It wat dangerous walking, 
and I came a* much ai half tho way witbont liftbg my Ibet I tpent 
the evening at home, writing to make good the time which I have 
lately lost; but I accomplished my purpose only iu part. It mny bo 
observed that I say of late little but of what 1 do in t!ie eveiiln^^; and 
the reason is, that the only varieties of any kind that t ikt; placti are in 
that part of the day. At about nino in the morning 1 regularly go to 

/tb» officot and when I do not lose my dme in chat with Amory or 
Townsend, I take up my Lord Ck>ke, and blonder along a few pagee 

\with him. At two I return to dinner; at three again attend at the office, 
and again consul l my old author. There I remain till dark, and as Mr. 

i Parsons for special reasons, to him best known, objects to our having a 
fire in the office in tiie evening while he ia afaeent, as aoon as day-light 
begins to fail we pat op onr books, and then employ the remainder of 
the day as best suits our convenience and the feelings of the moment. 
I f»o hut little into company, and yet I am not industrious. I am rcrlu^e, 
without being studious; and I find myself equally deprived of tiie pleas- 
ures of sodety, and of the sweet communion wiUi the mighty dead. I 
am no stranger to ttie midn^|fat lamp ; yet I observe not that I make a 
rapid progress in any landable ponmit* I begin serioosly to doubt of 
the goodness of my understanding^, and am not without my fears that 
as I increase in years the dulness o£ my appreheusiou likewise in- 
creases. But we are all mortal. 

17th. Putnam called at our office this forenoon, and retnm'd Sulli- 
van'a Lectures, which he borrowed about * fortnight ago. I pass*d the 
evening till nine with Little and Putnam at Thompson's. We con- 
vers'd upon the subject of originality. Thompson opposed my sentiments 
upon that liead. fhoucrh T Iwlicve he does not diffiT very widely from 
me. I told him I was iuud of novelty in characters, and was even 
pleased with ezomitridty if It was not afleoted, I cannot bear your 
people who have no charactem at alL And yet I could name many 
young gentlemen, who, being merely blest by nature with a good 
memory, and by art with diHg:ence and application, bustle through the 
world, and even find people who will call them men of gooius. • . . 
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18th. This afternoon I wrote a coaple of letters to send by Mr. 
Atkius, who goes to Boston to-morrow. One for N. Freeman, and the 
other from [for?] VV" Crauch; uiid as I could not finish before dark 
I Ten tared to tUj in the oflke till seyea o*cloclc. I then went with 
Townannd to Mr. Atkins's, to give him the letters. Miw Dnthwood 
wa8 titere, a young lady from Boston. She speaks thick and quick, 
vrhich is at present all I have to say of her, excf^pt Uiat by candle-light 
she looks handsome. I came home ; and then wetit with the Doctor to 
Mrs. Emery's. There we found Mrs. Jadcaon and Miss Fletcher.* 
Mra. Jaekton looks better Unn I ever mw hot, and was in high spirits. 
She talk'd almost all the time, and woold hare talk'd well, had Aa not 
Appeared rather too fond, in repeating some gentleman's speeches, to 
render every wonl, even those wliich are most superfluous, words which 
if used before women, even by a man, at least argue ilUbreeding, bat 
which the lips of evwy woman ought to be ignorant of prononndng. 
Ifisa Pleldier sat two honra, and soaroely opened her month. The 
poor girl is in loTe, and when her friend is absent she can otter nothing 
but sighs. Tliis evening, it is true, she had no chance to speak, h'lt slio 
was not only silent but absent. She did not appear to enjoy the 
conversation, and all Mrs. Jackson's wit could scarcely soften her 
features to a smile. After thej were gone, we sat there ahoot 
half an boar in chat with Miss Emery. She is Thompson's IkTorits^ 
and in this as in many other instances he shows the goodness of his 
taste. 

19tb. At home all the evening. Master Moody called to see me; 
''Don't you think, said he, tliat I am very condescending thas to come and 
visit yon ? " It might be very tme, considering the dignity which his yeats 

have given him, but the address was ymrj much that of a schoolmaster^ 
whopn !inbitR of rommandin:: q^ive Mm a prescriptive title to importance. 
He sat with mo about an hour, and then departed. I have been more 
attentive to studies this week than I was the last. I have made con- 
siderable progress in my folio, and have got some insight into one or 
two pertienlars which had hltbsrto hem involv'd in intrieacry and ob- 
scurity. I hsTO spent three evenings this week in my own room, and 
have in some measure retrieved my particular arrearages. Hie weather 
has been very favorable, bo that I have not been forced to drop my pen 
from the stifTness of my fingers. The winter i^ already far advanced, 
■nd is now rapidly passing away. I can afford, if the severity of the 
weather should require it, to fall baoik once or twice more; and the ez- 
tromity cannot, I think, last so long as to make me lose the thread of 
my adventures. It seems as if we were fated to have no laettnp: ?no^ 
this winter. It snow'd again all this forenoon; but so soon a guf- 

> Lacy Fletcher, probaLIy tho daughter of Captain John Sletdttr; mankd 
••ber irioul," William Amory, Augast 9, 1780. 
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ficient quantity had fallea to make good sleighing, it tom d to rain, 
which, I suppose, will tweep it all away agun. 

SOtb. I Attended at Panon Cafey'a meetiiig. We lied two wniiOM^ 
ia eontiniiBCioo of a eubject upon which he preached leat Sunday} the 

excellency of Christianity. I pass'd tho whole evening in writings very 
inflnstriously ; not a little to the increase of tliis volume. It thaw'd 
ail iaat uiglit, but not so as to carry oO' all the snow. The streets were 
like » river the chief of the dmj, bat et eboat Ave the wind got rooiid to 
die nortb-weet end blew with tome violeoee. In two home time the 
streets were dry, and the ice strong enough to bear a man. I think 
I never saw a more sadden or a fireatx-r alteration in the weather. 
The wind subsided to a degree before miduighty but left it very cold. 
And now I bid adieu to my pen and to my book. 

21st. I began upon the third book of the fint part of the fnatltntee,^ 
end read a few pegee ea neneL In the evening I again look'd into 
Gibbon, and made some progress in his second volume. T hrivo also 
been reading for these two vr tfiree days past the letters from a Chinese 
Philosopher,' which are a number of essays upon various subjects, 
wrought into n kind of n noveL They ere tttttnieining, and exhibit 
oo bad pietnre of English mannen. The aooonnts from Boston this 
evening are disagreeable. Tlie opposite parties in the Convention 
grow warm and irritable ; Mr. Dana and Mr. Gerry, it is said, have 
come to an open and public rupture.* Mr. B. Lincoln,* the General's 

1 "Institutes of the Iawi ol Kflgland; or OommeDtaKjr on Littleton"— •.«« 
Coke npon Littieton. 

• This work by Oliver GoMtmith — " Tho Citixen of the World ; or Letters 
from a Chinese Philosopher residing in Londwn, tohit£ri«iids in the East"— 
bad been published twenty-five jemrs before, ia 1702. 

• A letter dated Boston, January 19, 1788, and writtea by J. Q. Adant'i 
youn(^$t ctiissmate, John Forhcs, s lad of 8ixt«en« ^V«t a rather tBtwasttng 
if boyish view of this well-known episode :~ 

<* . . . The Cooventton are now iltthig ia thb town. I have attended the 
debates till I have hecnme quite interested. The weight of arpninent cffcr't! 
is to much in favor of the Constitution tliat I cannot but at present beg to tliiv- 
aant with jea and tena myself a Federalist I am seny to fatftma yon that 
your opinion Is no poorly advocated — there is nnt a man of education flitt hro 
speak in opposition to the plan, there are but few on that si^, and tliose f«w, 
ISteriag eoavledeB» are fortifying their prsjndiosd mindk witli a&tnantine obstl- 
nacj. The characters tlint snt prrt it r.rp ?ri respectable tliat shou'd it be ra> 
Jeoted hi this State it will retir« without a blush — Uana, King, Gorbam, Stroag, 
Paraoos, Cabot, Ainet and Sedgwtdc are eharaeten so pore that nothing bnt 
Gerry's spirit of oppoeition couM soiL The Anti have made every exertion 
in their power and hare got Gerry as a dictionary to tise oocasionaUj. Thsy 
randnd me <tf the old profeib— 'give 'em an inch and theyH teke an eU.' 



4 Benjamia Liaeola (H. a 1777), bom in Hiogham November 1, 1766; studied 
law w^ Levi Uaeoltt, of Worcester ; an attorney in Boston; died Jannaiy 18, 
1788. Hitt of Hlngham, toI. t part ii. p. 881. • 
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80D, and Dr. Adama,^ aoa to the president of the Senate, died last 
week. 

S2d. Thif altamooQ, Laonard White eaUed on me^ $soA Mt ebont 
half an hoar. Ha eania from Haverhill this moming, and retoms to 

night. Between fonr and five I received an invitation from Putnam and 
F. Bradbury to join them for a party at sleighing. ThouL'H not pecu- 
liarly desirous to go I did not refuse ; and at about six o'clock wo started. 
We went to Sawjer^s ' tavern, about three miles off, and there danced 
till between twelve and one. The company waa rather cnrionilj sorted, 
but the party was agreeablo. I danced with the eldest Misa F^asiery 
with Mi=!5 Fletcher, and with Miss Coats.* Miss Fletclier nppears to 
be about twenty. She is not tall, but has what is called a very f^fnteel 
shape. Her complexion is £ur, and her eye is sometimes animated 
with a very pleasing ezpreaaion ; but onfortoDatalj she is in love, and 
nnless the object of her affections is preseni ahe loaaa aU her apirita, 
grows dull and nn.sociabIe, and can be pleaaed with nothing. This 
evening she was obli;»ed to dispense with his company; and the \3?ual 
efr»'ct took placo. I endoivourM as much as possible to bring on a 

Cuuvursation { but nil lo uo yiiriioso. 

** She sat like Patience on a monument^ 
Smiling at grief."* 

An(1, as I found she could talk only in monosyllablop, I was glad to 
change my partner. Miss Coats is not in love, and is quite sociable. 
Her manners are not ezaOly whal I shonH wMi for a friend of mine ; 
jet she is sgreeable. I am not obliged with her both to make and sop- 
pott the oonvefsation ; and moteorer, what is verj mnch in her &?onr» 

They obtain'd a vote to question Mr. G. on certain Artides ; from this ttwy wlsh'd 
to gtve him the privlledges of a delifrate, and allow him to speak to Article 
wch motion F. Daoa opposed witli violence. Tlie irane wa« interrupted hy an 
adjournment till Monday next I am sorry to say that the objections are prin* 
dpalljr founded on miseonstruction. I embark for Lancaster next Tuesda/ 
morning. Shou'd have gone before had not the debates prevented." 

Several of J. Q. Adams's college friends gathered in Boston from the surround- 
ing towns to attend the dd ntes, and sent him accounts of the proceedings. 

1 Dr. Samael Adams (H, C. 1770). only son of Samuel Adams, bom in Boston 
October 27, 1761 ; preparcii for college at the Latin School; studied medicine with 
Dr. Jnsnph Watntii senred as a svigsoafrom Lexington and Bunker Ilill to the 
end of tlio wnr; an inTiUid for mnnyyean; died Janoaij 17, 178& J. Thacfaer, 
American Medical Biography, p. 89. 

• Sawyer's tarem on the Bradford road, jnsl bryond the Artichoke Rirer, near 
Brown's Sprint's, nearly opposite 'hr I;nuse in which Pr(»identFd(on Ol HsXTaid 
was born, and not far (roin Tri.Htruiii iJ ilton's country estate. 

■ Elizabeth Coates, only cliild '>f Cai>tain David Coatee; married, Norember 2, 
1791, John Grccnlcaf, son of Jndf^o IJeiij irnni nn-r nlf^if ; died a year Istet, Sged 
tweo^-sevcn. J. K. Greenleaf, Genealogy oi the Greenleaf Fuullj. 

« TinIfth]!Iig1il,AekiL8esne4. 
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uho ia an only daughter and her father haa mooej. We retura'd to 
totfli » little mfter twelve ; but the weather wm not very agreeable, aa 
it mow'd yiolontlj. After we had carried home the ladiee^ Putnam 
came to lodge with me. We eat end chatted about an hour, and then 

retired to bed. 

23d. ... I pass'd the eTeoiog at Dr. Swell's. Mrs. and Miss Caz- 
neau were there. We had lonie agreeable and entertaining oonver* 
■adon, hat ein^ng loon came on to the earpet, and then the nanal non- 
■enoB ■noceeded. I belioTO I will try one of these daye and see if I 

cannot stop the career of this enme siuging, at least for one eveuiog. 
1 even got quit this time with sin^'ing once. lu order not to appear 
BiQgular, 1 was in the commoa way urgiug Mies Cazmau to sing; she 
told me she would upon oondition that I ^uld siug drat. I humm'd 
orer a tune^ but avoided daiming the fnlfflnent of Mist Ca ptomisoi 
and eo she would not sing, which happened veiy much to mj latiaiiM- 
tion. A short time before nine I left them. 

24th. Mr. Atkins returned from Boston, but brought me no letters, 
which is somewhat surprizing to me. The quatemity pass'd the even- 
ing at Putnam's lodgings. little left ui, however, at about eight o'clock. 
Townsendcame in soon after ; and between nine and ten I walk'd with 
him* P began yesterday upon another attempt to a'^cemi Parnassus; 
and this time I am determined to take it leisurely. I have frequently 
made a trial of my strength in this way ; bul my patience has always 
been overcome after prooeeding but littto. I bve, I suppose, begun an 
hundred times to write poetry. I have tried every measure and every 
kind of strophe, but of the whole I never finished but one of any 
leugtli, and that was in fact bat the work of a day. It i*? contained in 
a former volume of this Journal.' 1 fear I shall end this time hs I 
alwitys do. The Convention ure now proceeding iu the examination 
of the proposed Conttitatbn by sections } but we cannot yet presume 
how the scsle will torn. 

25th. Leonard White came from Haverhill again yesterdnv, and 
called to see me this moming. He informed me that both my brothera 
were at Haverhill, lu the evening I went with him to Dr. Swett's, and 
paae'd an hour with LitUe. I communicated to Little my design of 
diawing a number of teale characters, but I doubt whether it will 
ever be anything more than a design. 

26th. At home as usual all the evening. Read a little in Gibbon. 
Wrote in the same slavish way as I have done now for more than three 
years. But I feel dull and low spirited. I have neither that insati- 
able ambition, nor that ardor Ibr pomtiDg the means to gratify it, which 
not tong ago wae an aigament which my vanity offerad my mind to 
prove fialk, if Kfe dionld be g^ven me^ It wonld not be to live unknoii^ 

» FkitfcdIiyE. AdsashiH]slOKbaiais^rs^fp.U8-UL 
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ing and uuknowQ. I feel uo extraordinarj inclination for stady of anj 
kind. FntBun mdi IftWM ftit,or fastm* tbui I doi sad, if there ia to 
be oo elteretioo in the ntoitUon of mj mind, he will make greater im- 
proTementa in his three years than I shall in mine. Before the cold 
weather came on, I expected to derive great advantajje from the long 
winter evmiings which were approaching. In my ininjj;iiiaUon, T had 
written volumea aud read books without uuiuher. Yet &o toLallj dif« 
Ibrent has been the OTent, that I have written scaroelj any thing except 
what tbia book ooataios, and, though I b^gan Gibbon three months 
agOy I liare not got half through the second volume. In my Lord Coke I 
trudge along at the rate of about eighty pages a week, and ilo not under- 
stand a quarter part of that. Yet when 1 call myself tu an account 
an[d] enquire bow I ous-spend my time, I do not find a spirit of dissi* 
peticm in my conduct. I hvn, I believe^ npon an average, spent one 
half of my evening this winter at home ; and» when I do, I almost 
always hear the monjitic dock. I somewhat suspect that irregularity 
is one great cause of my poor success, and, a^ I am peculiarly fond of 
trying experiments, I will attempt soon to be periodical in my visits at 
home and abroad* J£ thia will not do, I can only cnbmift to my fatou 

S7th. Heard Paraon Garej, the whola day. In the forenoon he 
waa intolerably lengthy^ M the weather waa very cold. I intended to 
have T!.<iitcd somewhere this evening, but got engaged In writing tO 
Packard, which employ'd me till teu o'clock. 

28th. Mrs. Hooper's family are in great distress. Ben waa brought 
home dead last night between twelve and one o'dook. and to make the 
misfortune as great as possible there is every reason to aoppoie that 
he was the wilful author of his death. He hud been from town more 
than a week, and on Saturday m^ht he took a ciuantity of liquid lauda- 
num at Robertson's tavern in Salem ; he died in violent convulsions 
in the course of the same night. The verdict of the coroner's jury, 
St b said, waa wilfiil self murder, bat the information ia indirect^ and 
therefore not entirely to be depended npon. To his mother the shock 
must be dreadful. Indee<l shn setnT! to have been marked out for mis- 
fortune. Her father waa formerly one of the wealthiest merchants in 
this town, aud her education was suitable to his fortune. She married 
n Mr. Hooper, whose dreamatanoes were no leas advantageous, and 
entered^ hot little more than twenty years ago, npon tiie stage oif the 
world with the most pleasing prospects. Bat her husband was a maa 
of plcnsiire and dissipRtion, and moreover opposed to the late revolu- 
tions, wherefore he left the country at the beginning of the late war, 
and went to England, where he still remains ; since that time she has 
been lednoed to the necessity of supporting herself and her three 
children by teUng boarders. For although several of her huabaod*i 
searest eonnectiona era atill penooa of the graateit affioenoe that 
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are in the town, yet she has nerer reoeiyed much asBiataace from 
them. 

Doneo eris f elix, moltos numerabis amioM : 
Tenapora si f uerint nubila soloB erii. 

She endeavoured to (^liirato her children as well as possible ; but a 
father's care was wantiiig, and indulgence is the defect even of the most 
aocomplished women. Ben, for several jears, bad followed the seaj 
•ady in the ftll, wm dbtpfKUDted of nillDg with for London. 

Ho had been very diieipated and debtnched ; he Ibmid himielf deititato 
of employment; his repotetbn loe^ his means of continuing in the 
conne of life which he was pursuing <Tone, and his resolution insuffi- 
cient to reform his conduct. He determiued to put jiu end (o all the 
disagreeable feeliugs of his mind, aod to ^' die in the bed of hoaour," 
he expressed it Ho was sceroe nineteen years old. Snch was the 
deplorable fate of a youth, whose disposiUon was such that he woold 
have injured no one but himself, and who might have been an orna- 
ment to society had he been e<Iucated under the prudent seventy of a 
judicious father. They intend to bury him to-morrow, but it is doubt- 
ful whether the nofeeling passions of the maldtade will suffer them 
to make a pnblio fhnenL Mj Inothen Charles and Tom came into 
town this forenoon. Alter dinner, I took a ride in :i sleigh np to 
Sawyer's, with three of the Bradburys and Charles ; drank tea at 
Mr. Tufts's. I p-i<<8'ii the evening and supped at Mr, Jackson's. 
Dr. Kiiham was there, and as usual conversed upon poiuical sub- 
jecti. Charles spent the erening at Mr. Fiaiier*B| hat came and 
lodged with me. 

89th* It snow'd part of the forenoon ; then tamM to rain, and, after 
making the streets very disagreeable, cleared up in the afternoon. I 
dined with my brothens at Air. Bradbury's. We had some conversation 
npon the subject of Ben Hooper's fuueral. I could not agree in seuti- 
meot with Mr. Bradbary. I told him that although I abhon'd the aedon 
Itself as much as any one, yet after a man was dead to refuse to attend 
his funeral would only be an insult uj>on the feelings of his friends^ 
without being any kind of punishment to hiin. And indeed I cannot 
but think that laws against suicide are impolitic and cruel, for how 
can it be expected that hniiMA kwa* which cannot take hold of the 
oflender personally, sboald restrain from the commission of this crime 
die man who could disregard the natural and divine laws, which upOQ 
this f<ii1'i''Ct are so deeply imprinted nnon the heart? Whrn we con- 
sider Loo how easily such a law may be evaded, bow many ways a 
man might put a period to his own existence without exposing himself 
to the severity of any law that the hnman fimsy codd invent, we can 
only suppose that these punishments must fsU merdy open a thooght- 
Ibsb yondi, or npon one ignoxaot of tbe,6sisteooe of such wgulationai 
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Mr. Braribnrv, however, tbink? differently and is perhaps in tlic ri:;ht. 
I pass'd about an hour in ilio eveuinij with Putnam ; he then went 
with G. Bradbury and my brothers into a company of youug ladies ; 
and I eroia'd ^ •treet and Mit till nine o'dodk with mj friend 
ThompBon. Tom lodg'd with me. 

30th. I went up to the office in the morning, and sat a couple of 
boors ; but I felt restless and dissipated. I couhl not study, and 
therefore walk'd down in town and saunter'd about. Dined with 
G. Bradbary and Charles at Hjp. Hoofwi't. He is very sanguine in 
his hopes for the adoption of the Constitotioo. Pass'd the ereDtngf 
at Sir. Bradbury's. Dr. Smith and all his family were there. We 
hnd some music in the beginning of the evening, and afterwards play'd 
a number of very amusing sports, such as start; wiiat is it like; cross 
questions ; I love my love with an A ; and a number more. Mj 
opinion of andi diveruoni I have already given, when it was confined 
to a nnmber of yonng penmia; but Aat the most inexensahle leritlea 
of youth should appear in tlie garb of oId-ao;e is something that caUl 
for more than disapprobation, nor will a grey hair'd trifler excite our 
pity merely, but must raise our indignation and contempt. Mr. Brad- 
bury,^ however, is a very respectable man ; and, as this conduct has 
here the sanction of custom, it is not him but the manners of the timei 
that I blame. 

3l8t. The weather somewhat cold. My brothers dined with me^ 
mid between three and four o'clock we all set off for Haverhill. We 
got there just after five, a little fatigued. The riding was not bad, 
bat in some places the cold had not been strong enough to harden 
the mow and the road was iloppy. 

Pfidaj, Fehnmrj 1, 1788. 

Faas'd a great part of the linreoooQ at Mr. Tbaxter^i. He b now 

q 11 i t o in the fiunily way ; he dined with ns at Mr. Shaw's, as did Leonard 

White and . lu the afternoon we rode in a couple of sleiffhs 

about BIX miles down upon the river, find rcturn'd just after dark. 

The party was agreeable ; but was au object of great pity. Ho 

hai ndoed his reputation irreTOoaUy; the fairest life lienoeforward 
could onty heal the wound; bat the treadmrous fear most forever 
proclaim in indelible characters that be onco fell. Nor can his dear- 
est frimkds help acknowledging to themselves tliat this ia viewing the 

* Mr. Tbeophilufl 'Braclbury (eeo supra, p. 40) was apparently fond of a social 
good tinw. In 1760, it is said, he and his wife " with several leading citiseos of 
FalnMntth" {i. Pordsnd) wsre Indicted for the crime of dancing at a tareni ; 
but won the case in the courts on the plea that the room was not a place of pub- 
lic xeaort because hired for priTSta porpoies, etc W. B. Lapbamf Bradboij 
Msworinl, p. 91k 
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prospect iu its fairest light To consider tUc appearances such as they 
most prweat flMmaelm to the imogiiwitioa of one disposed to see 
objects in tbeir most an&vonble eolonrsy most be shodiing to the 
feelings of every one who was once his friend. He appears to be in 
a perpetual state of humiliation ; he can enter into no satisfaction 
express'd by the company iu which he appears ; he cau enjoy no 
Mnusemeni and must feel n conscious inferiority to every one with 
whom be associatee. Yet if he oan be reeoTored at all it must be by 
■oflening measures. And those persons who wonder why people keep 
company with him, and wish rather to insult him in his distress, are 
in my opinion to bf esteemed bnt little better than himself. The 
disposition in human nature to sink a man that has fallen still lower 
than he is woold affbfd one of the ridiest themes for a misanthropist. 

2d. I dined with at Mr. Thaxter's. Ify brothers both dined 

at Mr. White's* In the afternoon we rode again in sleighs upon the 
river as far as we went yesterday. We In l a i:urober of songg, some- 
what in the coUegiatei stile; but, iu onier Lo bo exemplary, returu'J 
home quite early in the evening. Mr. Thaxter lives very agreeably, 
and has retracted his theory with respect to matrimoaj; and indeed* 
I believe, our sez are not less prone tliaa the other to profess a sys- 
tem which in fact we wholly disbelieve. Mrs. Sliaw shew me a letter 

which she has been writing to ; and I am in hopes it may have 

a good effect upon him. If be has any sensibility, or any principles 
remmning he mnsfc be affected by it. I had with Ifr. Shaw some 
conTersation apon Ae snbjeot of the disorders wliieh liappened at 
GoUego in the course of the last quarter. His fears fbr my brothers 
are greater than mine. I am per^^irtdcd that Charles did not deserve 
the suspicions which were rai?* 1 a^Minct liim; and 1 have c-reat hopes 
that his future cuuduct will cuuvmco the guveruors of the University 
that lie was innocent. 

Bd. I attended meeting twice lliis day. Mr. Shaw as nsual had 
company in the evening. I conTersed with Madam. Charles and 
Tom went out in llie evening. 

4th. This morning between seven and eight o'clock my brothers eei 
out to retain to Braintree and from thence to Cambridge, as the vaca- 
tioii dosea next Wednesday. In the formoon I wmit down to see 
Leonard White, who was not at home. I met hia however in the street 
w'th Mr. M'Hrird, to ■whose brvi?;e v;c vrcv.t nnrl snt an hour. I dined 
at Mr. Shaw's, and at aboi:t. fL 'jr 'vas ou my horse. I got home l)j dark, 
though the roads were much worse than when we went to Haverhill. 
I found my old lady had some company, bat Ihttf soen went away. I 
pass'd all tho erenbg at homo qoite in low spirits, as indeed I have 
been for a wttk or ten days pa^ Not even dissipation has been able 
to npport no. Mj nerrei have got into a disagreaablo trinv and I 
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fear I shall be obliged to pay still less attention to books tban I bave of 
late ; and, if that be the case, I am sure I must be very iguoraut when 
I leave tiie title of a itudent. It Memi verj unfoiioiiftte th«t there 
•hoald be do medifun tui tluit ft num moit be e fool or an iuvalid. 

5th. The weather this day hat been extreme cold. I have not 
experienced the severity of the season so much since the winter 1 
pass'd in Sweden.^ I pass'd the evening with Towuseud and Amory 
at Dr. Smith's. The old man is very foud of telling long stories, and 
indeed it ia qoile oeeeasary to attend to him. Then are, however, two 
youDg ladies in the houM, to whom we attend with much more pleasure. 
£Iis6 Smith may be twenty years oM ; she is not handsome, but has a 
great degree of animation in her eye, and, as the want of it appears 
conspicuous in every other feature, the mixture of opposites has a sin- 
gular effect upon lier oonntenanoe. Her pwreon la not elegaut, nor it her 
taste io dreaa auch aa auita my mind. She baa a aatyri^al torn, and ia 
fond of being esteemed witty. So mneb, I think, I can judge from the 
short acquaintance I have with her ; perhaps at some future pcrin l I 
may be able to say more. Miss Putnam I will mention the ne\i t;iiio 
I fall in company with her. We play'd at whi^t about a couple of 
hoars; after whidi we anng or attempted to ung; for, of all the 
company, Amoiy waa the only one that ooold nng lo aa to |^ve any 
Und of entertaiument. 

6ih. The weather hriq Trsoderated very considerably. In the even- 
ing I walked with Tbumpsuu aud Putnam to Little's, where wo past 
the evcuiug till nine o'clock, quite agreeably, without ceremony or 
restraint. 

7th. This day, at about noon, the news arrived in this town that 

the FedtTiil Constitution was yestfrdiy adopted and ratified by a major- 
ity of nineteen members in our St i'j^ Couvention. Tn th\% town t!jo 
satisfaction is almost universal ; for my own part, 1 have not been 
pleased with thia system, and my ac^uaintanoe have long-sinoe branded 
me with the name of an ontiftderatiA But I am now converted, 
though not convinced. My ladings upon the occasion bave not been 
passionate nor violent; aud, as upon the decision of thi<; question I find 
myself on the weaker side, I think it my duty to submit without mur- 
muring agaiust what is uot to be helped, ia our government, oppotti- 
tkm to the acta of a majority of the people to relMlliott to all intenta 
and pnrpoaes; and I ahoold view a man who would now endeavoor to 

* On his rptnrn from Tlussia to Holland at the close of 1782. Travelling 
alone, being then flfleeo years of age, he reached Stockholm on the 23d of 
November. There spent Bve vefy pleasaiit weeks, and, oa the last dsy of the 
year, set out for Copenhagcu ; but it took liim six weeks to get there. It was 
the 20tb of April before be rejoined his father at the Hague, six months, lacking 
tn days, firom the date oThltlaavinf St FMenlinrg; 
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excite commotions againat thu pUui) as no better than an insorgent 
who took anna laat whiter againat tha Coorta of Jnatiae. Tbh attar- 
noon I want, in oompany with a naoiber of yoong ladiea and gentlemen 

of this town, upon a sleighing party. We rode about eight miles into 
Newbury, and by dark retum'd to Sawyer's tavern. After driuking tea 
we went to danciiig, and, eiceptintf supper, continued so till about mid- 
night. I danced with Miss Coats and Miss Smith, both o£ whom were 
very agreeable partneie. At twelve we Iwoke up, and retum'd home* 
Tbompaon came and lodged with me. Mr. S. Cotler ^ came and sat 
about half an hour with me; he was exceedingly mortified at having 
ovorfifit hh sleii^h. Rome of the ladies were affronted, and some 
affrighted; so that, in returning, ho had somewhat of an uncomfortable 
time, sweating between two fires. In the company was an Irish gentle- 
man by the name of Hotchlnion, a man of genuine wit and humowv 
and a person of moch reading and information. He has a Teasel here 
loading, and expects to sail for Ireland in a week or ten days. 

8th. This afternoon the delegates from Newbury and from this 
town returned home from ConTention. A number of very respectable 
titisens, and a nqmber who warn not very respectable, wesA out <m 
horae-hadc to meet the members and eaoort them into town ; as thej 
came along the bells at the diffisrent churches were set to rio|^Dg, and 
tliTH noisy expression of joy was continued with some intermissions 
till eight o'clock in the evening. The mob hnzza'd, and one would have 
thought that every roan from the adoption of the Coustitution had 
neqnhed n sore ezpectancj of an independent fortune. I pass'd the 
evening at home in reading and writing. 

9th. Mr. Parsons gave me this morning a packet of letters whidi 
I have been expecting these five weeks. There was, however, but one 
short letter from Europe. In the afternoon Amury went for Salem. 
I took a ride with Townsend, S. Cotlfir, J. Oreenleaf Prout,' Thomp> 
eon, and three or four ladies in n sleigh. We rode out aa fkr aa Mr, 
]3aIton'« farm ; and, after taking sometbuig of a drcnitons rout, retum'd 
•od took tea at Sawyer's. After paaslng an hour we all retnro'd to 

1 Samuel Cutler, born in Boston October 6, 1762; uazried, Jaauary 8, I'M, 
Lydia Proat (bom March 8, 176'J) ; both were drowned, Janunrr 2S, iSo^. by 
the capsizing of the schoGner Rob Uoy between FortlanJ and ^^cwburyport ; a 
merchant; in later life president of :iri insnrnnoo company; also vestiynian and 
warden of St. Paul's Clmrcli. N. S. Cutler, Cutler Memorial, p, 3C5. 

• Presumably John Grec-uleaf, son of Judge Beujamtn Greenieaf ; born July 
8, 1760 ; married, November 2. 1791, Elizabeth Coates; resided hi Newburyport 
and in Topsham. Me.; served in the War of 181 2; died aboQt 1880l J. E, 
Greenlcaf, Genealogy of the Greenieaf Family, pp. 176, 427. 

* William Welsted Proat (1761-1800) in 1794 bad a ttore on Blfh Stnet; 
later cashier of the Newburyport Bank; married Sally Jenkin-' : left no ciiiMrcn. 
His portrait, as a young man, i« in the rooms of the Newburyport Uistorical 
Boeiatr- 
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town. I spent the evening at Mrs. Hooper's. It was the first time I 
liad been there sboe her nuafinrtane. She besis it well, though ire- 
qnent aighe rise deep fiom her breast. Mr. L. Jenkins ^ waa there^ 

a good, hooest, simple soul, without the least lund of harm in hhn. 
Mb.^ L'i(\v Knight was there too. She has a very amiable countenance 
a line form and n benevolent disposition. Townsend Bays she has no 
seiisibilitj, aud I think her countenance wants some of that expret>sioa 
which commttnicates the eham of sympathy to oar eoult. She may 
be poasessed of many virtues, and if so will attract mj esteem and 
respect; but she is incapable of lovinj^, and therefore could never be 
an object of love to me. A young fellow by the name of Rogers for 
a year and an half paid the closest attention to her; and when it was 
daily expected that they wonld be published he soddenlj left her, and 
n^lected her entirely. She wrote him a letter cmituning a dismissioai 
and appears not to have had a disagreeable sensation apon the subject 
ever since. A disposition like this certaluly smooths the path of life; 
but at the same time it certainly serves to make it narrow and 
contracted. 

10th. 1 want with Townsend in the forenooQ to hear Parson Tneker j 
he gave na an excellent disconrse npon Eodesiastea VII. 17. Be not 

over much wicked, neither be thou foolish: why shouldest thou die 
before thy time ? Without alluding to the late circumstance of Hooper's 
dealli, it appeared plainly that the sermon was dictated by that occa- 
siuu ; aud it was very weU adapted. He particularly exhorted his 
hearera to avoid scenes of deban^ery, of lewdness and intemperance^ 
and, with his usual liberality and ability, recommended the opposite 
virtues. I did not attend meeting in the afternoon ; but wrote a 
little and read a great deal, as very frequently happens with me. 
Townsend past the evening aud supp'd with me. I have done keeping 
late hoars. I flod they are wholly incompatible with my health. I 
have of hie several fimea, after aetting up at writing ^ one or two 
o'clock in the mominf^ been utterly incapable of getting any sleep the 
whole night. My nerves have got into an unhappy tone, nnd I am 
obliged to desist from continued application. My spirits for some titno 
have been low, and I have felt an incapacity of eujoyment; but that is 
BOW wearing off, and I an in Ik^ms that) beiwe long, I shall again be 
able to resnme at least aa modi diligence as I have been used to. 

11th. We have had this day very little Stodyhig in the office. Mr. 
Parsons is so fond of telling of all the manosimes which they nsed in 

1 Lewi* Jenkins married Rebecca Hooper, daughter of Bobert Hooper, of 
MarUehsad ; a wool-dealer living on State Street ; died 1799. Mrs. Tristram 

Dalton was a sinter, and 8tf>phcn Hooper a brother, of Mrs. Jenkins. S. A. Eraerj, 
Bemioisceocei of a ^uaageaoiian, p. 2«i0 ; Historical Coileciioot of Eisex la* 
stltuts^ voLnv.pbi. 
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and out of CouveuUuu, that he has giveu the same story to every body 
that came Into the office through the oonne of the day.^ He mention* 
with greet oomplaintioe the formidable opposition that was made, as 
it naturally euhancca the merit of the victory. He speaks with pleasure 
of every little trifling intrigtie which served to baffle the intentions of 
the arUifederalists ; though many of them to me exhibit a meanness 
which I acaroely should expect a man would boast Mr. Parsoni 
inake> of the science of politicB, the science of little^ indgniAcaat 
intrigue and chicanery. These principles may poenbly meet with sno- 
cess sometimes ; l)iiL it is my opinion that fair, open and candid proceed- 
ings add an intluenco as well as a lustn; to the most brillumt capacity. 
I called just before dark to see Mr. iiuichinson, but he wa^ not at his 
lodgings. I then tvent home, took my flute, and went to iee Pntnam, 
with whrai I play'd a namber of tanea. Frank Bredbary was tbereb 
Between nine and ten we both came away. I got home with some 
difficulty, as the walking in the streets is excessively slippery. 

12th. In the beginning of the evening I called upon Mr. Hutchin- 
son, and look'd over his musla He plays on the iiuie, and has a good 
oollection of mnsicel bodks. I found Townsend and Amory there. 
Between seven and eight I went to Mr. Bradbury\ where I found a 
number of tb« young gentlemen and ladies dancing. T took a share 
in the diversion, which wo continued till midnight, when I return'd home. 
I danced with Miss Nancy Jenlcius, a very pretty girl, about seventeen, 
not entirely fiee from affeetadon. 

18th. Ws afternoon I had something of a long conTersation npon 
the subject of the ball, which is intended to be on Thursday. He had 
determined not to go; but upon consideration of several circnm^tnnocs 
which I mentioned to him, !ie ■ un - to an alteaition in his sentiments. 
Ho was something piqued at not having an iuv;tation to join our party 
last week ; but whm I informed him of the reason for whtdi he was 
neglected he was satisfied with its validity. He and Thompson pass*d 
the evening with me. Little ought to have been of the party ; bat 
Aliss Oazneau had engiiged him to go with her to Captain Fletcher*s. 

1 4tb. I attended at the office only in the forenoon ; the after part 
of the day being employ'd in rigging for the ball. I had sent a billet 
to Ifiss H. Oraenleaf * requesting the honor of wmting upon her. She 
was not engaged and I was taken at my wOld, which will teach me to 
be sincere. It was late before I could get a carriage, and, when I went 
for my lady, I found all the rest of the family were gone, which was 
ai^tinst me again. The ball rooms were too small, — not one quarter 
of the ladles could danee it a time. I danced enough myself, and 
made out to ^Eront three or four ladies \ which is mudi in my fitToor. 

* See W. V. Wells, Life of Samuel Adama, vol. iii. pp. 2u7-202. 
s See infra, p. 98b 
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Townsend took cold in mnking tlie preparations for this h;iH, and was so 
unwfll that at about eleven o'clock he went home, and couBigiied hia 
lady, Miss L. Knight, to me. She being very ngreenble was, upon the 
whole, I bdier^ more tihe objeek of mj ettentioDa than anotber lady. 
Tbi» cannot now be helped, and whatever is, ie right. Between three 
and four in the mornini,' the renudoder of the company retired, Put- 
nam hxl^ed with rae. The party was perfectly a^eeable. 

l.nh. We indnljred onr.^clves this morning till almost twelve o'clock 
before we ruse. 1 called at the office, and pass'd about half an hour 
there. I fbit rather diaeipated, and somewhat inditpoeed for study. In 
the afternoon, when I odled at the office I fonnd HCr. Wendell there, 
— a singular eccentric character with whom I was acquainted while I 
was in College, and whom I have probably TOPntioned before now. He 
still persists in ha singularities, and iu walking from Boston the day 
before yesterday froze one of his feet. Townsend is quite unwell ; 
has an nncomfbrtable ooo^h and sore throat. Bat he went with me 
to visit several of the ladies who were of the company last evenings 
We first called at Captain Cooiubs's,* where wo only fonnd Nancy 
Jenkins. She holds her head too stiff for elegance and has read too 
many novels, which render her manners rather fantastical and affected. 
We stopped a few moments to see Miss Coats, who was well, and we 
then went to Judge Greenleaf a, where we drank tea. Here were 
young ladies, I had almost said, innameraUe { a cboloB of every com* 
plection, and probably of every disposition. Among them all Miss 
Derby has the mast promising appearance; but she in company is 

^ Philip Coombs, father of William, came to Newbury from the iaUnd of 
Guernsey, was converted under Whiteflcld, and was one of the founders of tlie 
First Presbyterian Church. He was taken as a prisoner of war to Franne, 
wliere he ilicd in 17')'). William Cuomtts, menfionetl in the diary as Captain 
Coombs, waj born in Newbury port in 17;>G, wlicrt- lie died May 28, 1814. Ho 
was actively engaged in maritime life till be wns forty years of age, when he 
dernteJ himself to merchandise. Coombs Wh;irf is iiinneil for him. He ovinr'l 
iiuiuerous vessels, ilis last voyage wa.n just Ijcfore tlie Hevolutlonary War, la 
order to obtain a supply of arms and ammunition for the Impending oonteat; an 
undertaking in wliit h liis sncccss excctMled his expectations, niid lie pcnerously 
ttimed over to the authorities without compensation the results of his venture. 
Captain Coombs was an ardent patriot* and did good service as a member of the 
Committees of Safety and Correspondence, which held the power of government 
till regular authority was restored. He was a Hepreseotative in the ]..egi8lature, 
President of the Harfne Sodety , President of the Merrimac Bible Society, trustee 
of the Dummer Academy, Chairman of the School rommittcc, pupcrlntcndcnt 
of tiie erection of the Essex-Merrimac Bridge, and of the Plum island Light- 
bouse^ and Viee-Ftesideot of the Humane Society, whidi guTe bin a gold medal 
for saving a life when he wns seventy-six years of afje. He wnj. a memhcr of tho 
First Presbyterian Church, and was noted for bis piety, urbanity and generosity. 
Hf ■ funeral sermon, by Rev. Duniel Dane, D.D^ was publiibed. ManuMn^ uotet 
of Rev. Horace C. Eefcy, P.D., pastor Of the Tint Prsttgrterian Ghurdi hi Kew^ 
harypor^ Mass. 

18 
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reserved. The Judge lalk'd about relitrion and politics, and Mrs. 
Greenkaf passed encomiums u[ion the British Constitution; but the 
young Iadi«t were all Bilent.* We took our depertnre qnite earty^ and 
I pew'd the remainder of the eveaing at Mn. Hooper'a whwe X found 
Hiss Knight and Mr. Cutler. Learnt to piny qoadritle. 

16th. The most violent snow storm that has Hfiporired in the course 
of the winter; it bej2;nn in the night, and coutii m 1 lit this d:ir. In 
the eveuifig it cleured up. Townsend was not out. Amory and I 
dined with Sfr. Panont. Captain Hodge 'likewiie was of the com- 
pany. I wrote a letter in the afternoon, or rather pert of a letter, to 
W. Cranch. From the office we went and pass''d an hour with Mrs. 
.T:irk'?on. where we found Mr. Wendell, feasting upon his applt's and 
Duts. lie slept last night in Mr. J. Tracey's green house, which is 
entirely unprotcct^ from the inclemency of the season ; and, the better 
to enjoy the benefits of the open tar, he etripp'd bimtelf entireljr naked. 
He converMa in the Mme style that he did a year ago; and ai^iears to 
me too consistent for a distracted person, as many suppose him to be. 
We spent the remMinder of tbo f".-Piiinij ni T)r, Smitii's. I made aa 
apology to Aliss Smith for a bluuder which took place at the ball. 
She appeared plainly to be offroded, but was saUsfled after I had made 
my explanation. I know not whether lo like or to dislike this girl, 
bnt perhaps time will supply me with the means of information. At 
Bupper Araory was excessively diverted with the appearance of a 
Bologna sansi^^c, which the Doctor introduced, and which Mr. Cutler 
observed would be ripe in June. Attor supper I got seated next to 
Mia Fotnam, nnd entered into convenation with her, I found her 

* Judge Benjamin Grronlmf mftrrieil, January 22, 17B4, ah a soconJ wifp, a 
widow, hln. Derby, wlio survived him many years. The daughters were 
Ssimh (bora Jane SI, 1763 ; died fai old age onroarried). Maiy (bom .Voverober 1, 
1765, died unmarried), Hannah (born November 1, 1765; married, Si ptember 22, 
1807, Robert Boyd, of Portkad, Me.). Jane (bom July 23, UUti; married April 
13; 1802; Ralph Cms. ef INntland). J. B. Gnsenleaf, Genealogy of tii» Greenteaf 
Faniilv, pp. 42rj-42S. 

> Captain Miclioel Iludge, a lea-captain previous to the War of Independence; 
one ef the fonnden of the Sfarhte Society of Newbury p'>rt in 1772, lit tecreiafy 
for twenty-six ye.'trs ami its presiilent for six ; appoiiitcil in 1770 iiRTal officer of 
Newbury port, and (M-obably held office until llan; appointed in 17ti9 aurreyor 
of the naval dbtrict which inctaded Newbnryport, Salisbury, Amcabury and 
Ilaverhitl ; held this office until his death, June 21. 1816. A member of the 
First Parish Church, he read the Declnration of Independence from tite window 
of lit meeting-house to the people f^athereil in Market Square below ; was uctire 
in fortifying the moutli of the Merrimf^c River, in 1775 one ofdx captain* of guns 
for the protection of the port; I77ft flr»t lieutenant of the Newhuryport (inile- 
pendent) Artillery Company ; on the staff of General Jonnthnn < ilDvt r, of .Marble- 
head, in the expedition to ):ho<k> Islnnd in 1778 ; town clerk 17S{)-17S'J ; selcctfllin 
178;?-lT«r, : ,]\^,\ June 24. ISlG.R^'e ] ^-vpntr tlir<?f» Ilurd, I?ist of Kssex Cona^t 
pp. Ui/J-ilod ; Two Hundred and iiiueth Ceiebratioo of the Town, p. 98. 
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ibdined to iktt«]7, a d«fsei not nncommon among our jonng hiSim ; 
Mid I WMwered her in her own waj, u I always do. When a lady 
paya me n compliment I always ooDBider myself indebted to her until! 
I return one at Itiust of equal value; an«i 1 am generally so good a 
creditor that I pay with large interest. I have even once or twice in 
my life so far rarpMsed a lady in tint way as to silence her, and make 
her ashamed of attacking me with those weapons ; but I never flatter 
a lady that I esteem. 

17th. Parson Carey is very sick; and consequently we had no 
meeting. So I staid at home; wrote a long letter to my friend Fi^ke/ 
and a page or two some ways back in this book. In the evening I 
went to Mrs. Hooper's to see Townsend, whom I found very hoarse, and 
with a bad cough. I pasa*d the evening there, as likewise did Mr. S. 
Ciit!pr. Within these two years Townscnd has lost two brothers and a 
sister by consumnf iotis, aud it i^ much to be f^'iired that he himself 
will be subject to the same mitilurtuiie. I am iu hopeii, howcvert that 
by their Isito he will be wam*d to take such care of himself as will 
preserve hit life and lengthen his days ; for I feel a great degree of 
friendship for him.* 

18kh. After passing the day at the offiooi I went and pass*d the 

1 "Oliver FUke of Brookfleld will be twenty-flve tho 2d of Septr. next. 
Solidity of Judgmeot, ind«peoil«ace of spirit, and candour of disposition ar« the 
chief chanotaristics of tlils geatlemaii. As a scholar he stands on the flm Ifae 
in tiie class, and his honour is unblemished. His circumatiinccs aru not rortunatv^ 
and in has been often absent from College, lie whs witli General Lincoln In 
Berkshire the greater part of the last winter, and wishes to follow a military life 
after leavinj? the Unirergity. lie wouM make, I believe, a very good officer, and 
whatever bis profession ia»j be, be will be ceruiniy an excvUent man." J. Q> 
Adams, March 26^ 1787. Dr. OHver Flake (H. C. 1747), son of Rer. Nathan 
Fiake, D D. (H. C. 17&4), pnstor of the clmrLii in Brookfleld (1768-1799); bom 
September 2, 1762 ; Tolunteered for service in the war, in 1780, and was stationed 
near West Point st tlie time of the treason of Benedict Arnold ; returned to 
Brookfleld and assisted his father on his farm until 1783; at the time of Shajrs's 
Rebellion, active in the Murti-Mercurian Band of University students; in the 
winter vacation of 17SO-17S7 engaged to teach school at Lincoln, but when the 
insnrfsnts interfersd with tiw eonrCs at Woveester hired a substitute and joined 
Goneml Ltncnln's army; studied medicine under Dr. Atherton. of Lnncaster; 
began practice at Worcester October, 1790; active in forming tlie Worcester 
Medical Sodetf, and was ehoeen Ila seeretafy. A petltloh to the Legislature for 
Incorporation M to n reorganization of the Mas?achnsetts Mcflical Society and 
the creation of district associations ; September 28, 1801, the NVorcester District 
Society was organised: 1806 Dr. PIske chosen Pk«sl<lent; Fcbrnarjr, IMS, 
appointed Special Judge of the Conrt of Common Pleas ; 1B0f>-TB1 1 member of 
the Execative Council ; 1816-1821 Begistrar of Deeds ; interested in agriculture, 
plantinf a nvnery of fralt and ornamental trees ; Seeretaiy of the Worcester 
Aa:riri]Uural Society; T^l' rirrn^poniiing Secretary of the Linnxan Society of 
New England ; Conncillor of the American Antiquarian Society ; died in Bost<» 
Janvary S6| 1^. F. C. Fierce, FIsIm and Fbk Family (1S96), pp. S73, 373»iMb 

* Townarad <Ded hi 18H^ aged stzty-tfueck 
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evening at Mrs. Hooper's. Townsend's cough hann«5 upon htm, but he 
is wetting better. We piay'd quadrille till &ii[)per time. Miss Knight 
is still there i she is very handsome and very amiable, jret not very 
interesting. 

19lli. Called opon Pnloeiii after leaving the office, and pasted the 
evening at lus lod^ngi. I have a greater regard for this young fellow 

than I had when at College, lie is friendly and good-natured, aud 
pursues bis studies with diligence and attention. Perhaps indeed that 
now the warmth of cmuiaiion has subsided, and we can in no instance 
be rivali, neither be nor I viev each other m the aame light that w« 
did nine months ago. 

20th. Mr. Parsons went yesterday to Boston, to attend the Supreme 
Judicial Court. This evening I past with Thompson at Mrs. Emery's. 
Misi Smith and Miss Putnam were there. We play'd cards about an 
hour ; aft^r which Miss Emery play'd us a number of tunes very 
agreeably upon the hazpaichord. I had another match with Uisa 
Potnam at complimenting, and succeeded tolerably well. 

Slst. Mrs. Emery and her daughter were going to Exeter this morn- 
ing in a Bin^lo sleigh. Dr. Kilham and I, after greatly debating the 
question, had likewise determined to go : so we i^reed to divide. The 
Doctor went with Mrs. Eknery, and I with the yoang lady. It was 
just eleven o'dock when we started ; and the roads were so diffioolt 
that we did not get to Exeter till three» nor the other sleigh till five. 
After sitting down my companion I went and dined ; aud then immedi- 
ately proceeded to the meeting-house where the State Convention for 
the State of New Hampshire were debating upon the subject of the 
Federal ConstituUon. I found Mr. Pickering,* a member from Ports- 
mouth, seahrasly, tboagh I cannot add very fordbly, arguing Ibr the 
good canse. Several other members spoke; but none of them, in my 
opinion, ninch to the purpose. They have gone through the system by 
paragraj)ii8 ; and are now considering it generally. I found Mr. Shaw, 
Mr. Tbaxter, aud a number more of our Ilaveriiill friends there, and 
pass'd the evening with them at Mr. Peabody's, a friend of the 
Doetoi^s, where we lodg'd ; for there was not a bed to be had at anj 
of the public houses. We were disappointed of an assembly this even- 
ing as we expected ; and the debates, I really think, were not worth 
the ride in a cold day ; but the saiisfacdon of riding with an amiable 
girl, and the novelty of the town, which I never saw before, will in 
some measure eonpensate fbr tiie &ilnre of my expectations. 

I John nekvriDf (R. C Vt9l), bow hi Sewtaigtoa StpismlMr i2, 1737 ; studied 
thcolofry nnd law; Attorney-General of New Hampshire 1786; member of the 
State Conrention 1701-1792 ; repeatedlj a member of the Legishiture ; Presidentol 
lbs Senate in 178D; 1790 appointed Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of New 
Hampshire : later District Judge of the United Statss; died AfHrll, 160& Hew 
Huapshirs Prov. sad State fapsra, fuL X. j>. 80l 
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S2d. I attended to hear the debate! in Convention again this fore- 
noon. Mr. Laiig<loii ^ began by making a motion that the Convention 
should adjourn to some future day, but said he would waive hii 
moiiou it' any geutlemau hud further observations to make upon the 
sjrsteni* Mr. Atberton,* tbe leader of the oppositioii nwe, tod in n 
tpeedl nf more than an hoar recapitulated every objection that he OOllId 
invent against the Constitution. He observed that confederation waa 
derived from the Latin word foedus ; and tliat consolidation was a 
metaphorical expression borroweti from the operations of cheDiistry. 
These were two of his most ingenious ideas ; and* upon the whole, I think, 
he maj candidly be pronounoed a miserable speaker, and a wone 
veaaonWi A leTOrend Parson Thirston* spoke aa long, and as little to 
the purpose, on the uther \ He talli'd ot France's demanding her 
money w in the dagg:er in her hand; and of Britain's sending 50 sail 
of the liuu and 00,UOU men to take New iiampshire; but did not 
even attempt to support the plan upon the fidr and honourable basis of 
intional argumentation. When these two gentlemen liad ezbantted 
the raaonroes of tlieir lungs, the motion for an adjournment was again 
brought upon the carpet. This was the ofT>pring of the fears of the 
Federal party ; autl was faintly opposed by the Other faction, who 
appeared to be eij^ualiy fearful of the event, though more cooiidcnt m 
their nnmben. The vote for adjournment, however, waa carried by a 
trifling majority. The time and place at which they should meet 
again was a snbject of tome convermttion; but finally the third Wednes- 
day in June, and ronoonl were agreed upon. We dined at Mr. 
Peabody's. Dr. Kilbam was troubled with the impertinence of one 
Hopkinson, a distracted fellow, who came and pretended to call him to 
aa account for coming and intermeddling mth concernt in which he waa 
not intereated. A little after three we got into the aleigh, and be- 

^ John Langdon f 1740-1819), leader of the Federal forces in the ConwJtkm ; 

one of the most noted mtn of New H.imp«tiirp, havinp served as du!('}.vit( in t!.n 
CoDtineotal Congrw, as Speaker in the House of Rcpresentatires of New Hamp- 
shire, as a Jodge, as a member of the Stat* Senate, and as ** president" of the 
State. Later was the first I'tesidctit pro tern, of tlie United States Senate and 
Qovemor of New Uampsliire. See J. B. Walker, Ulst. of the New Uampsbire 
Conirentton, pp. 7, 29 ; alio letter from John Langdon lo Rofns King, dated 
Fehruiiry 2o, 1788, in Bancroft. Hist, of flu Constitution, vnl ii, pp. 401, 462, 
Some membera, convinced that ratification was wise but ua willing to Tote coa- 
trarj to ISMr instmetions, asked an adjournment 

* Joshua Athorton (II. C. 1702). horn in Harvard, Mass., in 1737; a 
lawyer at Amherst in 1772; was imprisoned in Amherst jail for faroring the 
Loyalists, hot later regained tiie oonlldenoe ot the eommvnitjr. In ITVS wm a 
State Senator, and later Attorney-General of New nampildrt; died April 9^ 1809. 
New Hampshire Pror. and Sute Papers, vol. x. p. 36. 

* Rev. Benjamin Thurston (H. C. 1774) ; ordained at North Hampton, N. H., 
November 2, 1786; dismissed October 27. 1800; died 1806, near BddghfN.CX 
J. B. Walker, Hist nt the JHew Hampahire ConTention, p. 9. 
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tween six and seven cross'd the river from SalUbory. I immediately 
went to Tliompsou'd. I found Little tliere, aud Putnam came io soon 
after. W« pMt'd the evening in aodable chat till nine^ wheo I rBtimdl 
hoina. 

23d. When I went to the office this morning I found young FiA- 
inan ' of Salem there. I was acquainffd with him gomewbat in Europe, 
and I believe he mentioned in the first rolume of this repository 
(repository!) lie has beeu studying more thaa two years iu Mr. 
Pjnehon's* office, end proposes now lo peic five or iix months in Mr. 
Panooa'i. And I ahall he tttj happy in thii additieoal eomiianion, as 
Townaend and Amory are both soon to leave the town. I pessM the 
evenint; at home, nnd my friend Little spent it with no* Wrote 
nothinj;, though it was very necessary. 

24tb. Mr. Carey is still very sick, and we had no divine service this 
daj at his meeting. I again pam'd the whole day at home. I was 
dred in the erenbg and took a walk as far as Deacon Thompson's; 
and desired Tom to come and pass an hour with me, which he did. I 
called at Putnam's htit he was not at home. I wrote diligently in 
the course of the day, and acquired some little credit 

25th. Pass'd the eveniog at Merrill's with Mr. Hutchinson, and 
bad some very agreeable mnueal enCMftidnment Mr« H. is a performer 
npon the flute, and has a good collection of books. He has b en wait* 
ing a fortnight or three weeks for favorable wind?< to sail for Trtlandt 
Captain Cazneuii and Captain Casey were there part of tlie evening. 

2Cth. This forenoon, while I was at the office, I received a billet 
from Mr. Dalton, with an invitation to spend the e?«iing at hfs hense. 
Between six and soTen I went, and was introduced into a room full of 
ladies, with no other genUemao but the master of tho house. The 
situation was not perfectly aLrret-aMe ; bat I was relieved by a proposal 
of cards. I sat down to a game ol whist with Mrs. Jones, a l.idy from 
Boston, Mrs. Marquand * aud Fanny Jenkins, who soon aft«r resigued 

* Benjamin Pickman fIT. C 1784). son of Colonel Benjamin PIckman, a buo* 
cessful mercbmit of Salem; bora September 80, 1763, in Salem; educated at 
Dommer Academ j under " Master Moody " ; did not practise law, but engaged 
in commerce; was & Representative and a Senator in the MasMchusetts Legis- 
Jatnra ; a member of the Governor's Council, 1805 : of the Constitutional Con* 
▼entioo of 1830, and ef Congreai, 1809-1811 ; an Overseer at Harvard. 1810- 
1818, and president of many hiitorical and literary societi«i in Salem ; died 
August 16. 1843. He married, October 20, 1789, Anstiu Derby, daughter at 
Btias H. Derby, the moat eminent merchant in Salem. Hard, 248 b. 

^ William Pjiichon (H. C. 1743). bom in Springfield, Mass., December 12. 
1723; studied law with Stephen f>ewall, of Salem; died in Salem March II, 
1780. W. T. Davia, Hist of the Judiuiary of Moasachusetts. p. 300. 

' Presutnubly the wiUs of Joseph Marquand, one of tlie most prominent mer> 
chnnts in N'f .vl uryport Tip flt»f<! out pri vnf«»f>r«i during llie war and to"k 5<'vprrtl 
prizes, wiiU one ot them, it ui said, the library ol tlie iiuveruor-Geuerai ui Can- 
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her seat to Miss DaUon^ emphaUcallj so called even bj her parents, 
which bi raiber nnoaoal, bat % cttstom which is claiming iotroductioo. 
Major GrMalqaf and Mr. Hooper^ came in before rapper^ which was at 
about ten o'clockt and which was formal, cerimouioa^ and eooaeqnentlj 

elegant. The company pradually retired ufier supper, and between 
eleven and twelve Mr. Hooper gave me a place in his sleigh and I 
came home. The narrative is about as uninteresting as the scene. I 
found myself in the midat of a larn^e company of ladiea, with none of 
whom I had an aequaintanoe aufficieDt to warrant an agreeable famit« 
iarity. I soon got seated at a card table, with ladles whom I did not 
sufficiently admire. Mrs. Jones is young, uncommonly Iiandsome; an^!, 
having receiveil her education in Europe, is the arl)iter of taste and 
propriety in the complicated science of female fashions. To be insen- 
•Ible to all tbeae advantages would have the appearance of stupidity or 
of ingraUtade ; and Mrs. Jones takes eveiy opportunity to show how 
free she is from such vices. Soon after we sat down she complained 
that her gloves pinched her arm excessively ; and with some difficulty 
puUiDg one of them off she exhibited an arm, the beautiful contour 
and snowy whiteness of which might fire the imagination of a sensual 
Toluptnary, but which I nnfortnnalely did not thinic of admiring till it 
was too late. Ou the fore-fitiger of the hand sparkled a oostly dia- 
mond, which demanded its share of observation; aud perhaps in the 
mind of a polite spectator might revive a qumtion often debated, 
upon the mutual pretensions of nature and of art to the superiority 
of beauty. Mrs. Marqoaod equally professes to dictate the laws of 
fashion, but could not stand her ground agunst the irresistible power 
of the other lady, who could silence her in a moment by the resources 
which she i^rrw from her Encjlish educition. BTI^s Jenkins, she ob- 
.served, iooki il very raach like Mrs. Siddons ; and it Lliere is in fact not 
the most distant iik* ness, yet the remark might convince us that Mrs. 
Jones had seen that justly celebrated aetress. The only partieiilar in 
which she varies ttom the manners of the Buglish ladies is in her 
ardent afiectton for her husband. He left her here yesterday, being 
called by hifi bn<?!nos5i to B<tston, but is erpected hero nfjnin to-morrow. 
Yet thongli this absence is so short, yet she could not hear his name 
mentioned without fetching a deep sigh. She anxiously enquired for 
an opportunity to send a letter to him; and when somebody impro- 
dentlj suggested that perhaps Mr, Jones would not return till Thurs- 

ada m rma» for England ; lived in a fine hoine at tin bead of Waiqnand't wharf; 

collector of the port of Newburyp rt, l^^ll 1820; died September 6, 1820, aged 
seventjr-two. J. J. Currier, " OulU Newbury," pp. 162, 608, 710j Hard, Hist, of 
Bstsx Ceenty, pp. 1748, 1760; a A. ISmrft Bsminlievaees, «te., pp. 888, 884w 

1 Stpphen Hooper (H. C. 1761). brotlierof Mrs. Dalton ; son nf T?obcrt Hooper, a 
wealthj merchant of Marblehead, born July 14, 1741 i died January, 1802, in New> 
buy. He was elseted as a Fsdciallst to the Msmctiueette Ssnats hi 1815 sad IBML 
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dafi Blie held her handkecebiel to her eyes to oonoeal the in^olttntarf 

teer which was undonbtedly exdted by the distressing idea. A 
number of other circumstances, similar to those related, concurred to 
form tlie opinion whicli I entertain of Mrs. Jones's chararter, and tliese 
aaecdotes oaay exhibit it perhaps better thau the most laboured descrip- 
turn that I could write. This hdy has taken so mudi of 1117 time end 
of mj volvme that I most reallj wait for other opportonit^ to speak 
of tlie other ladies, who were Judge Greenlcafs daughters, Miss Prince 
and Miss Derby, Mrs. CnfTin, and Miss S. Jeoluns, besides Mr, 
DaIton*8 own daughters,* who teil up well. 

27th. Mr. Hutchiosou sailed yesterday for Ireland. The weather 
for several days past has been quite moderate; bat thu aileraooo blew 
up very cold again. I passed the evening with Tuwuseud and Pickman 
at Dr. Sawyer's.'^ Play'd quadrill with Mn. Sawyer aad Mrs. llay. 
The family is very agreeable. 

28th. The severity of the weather has been increasing, and is this 
lugtit but little inferior to the greatest extremiUes of the winter. Our 
social dab met this evening at Little's. The walk was rather long and 
bleak; but our enjoyment was suiruient to compensate for that. Not- 
withstanding Mrs. Jones's opinion, I eonfes^^ I do not dislike dobs. 
I think they m.iy be Bociabh; and friendly without In-ing slavish. 

29th. A uumuer of us spent the evening at Dr. Swelt's. I play'd 
on the Ante an honr or so. I have heretofore nrantioned Mrs. SwetU 
The Doctor perhaps may come nndn* the denomination of a reformed 
take. In his yondi he was wild, bnt he has become quite a ns^nl 
man. Sodi instances are rare! 

Saturday, March 1st, 1788. 

The weather b very severe. The month comes in like a lion, and 
according to the farmer's proverh it must go out !Ikt> a lamb. I passed 
my evening iu coutemplatiou and iu writing at home, and have very 
little to say for this day. 

1 Ruth Hooper Dalton. bora May 17. 1767, married, July 21, 1789, Louis 
Deblou ; Marjr, bom March 4, 1771, murried I^nard White, of HaverblU, Aaguit 

21, 171*4; Sarah, bom February 1776, dm) unmarried in Washington, I). C; 
Catherine, bora April 13, 1777, died in Alesandzia, Va., unmarried. Q. T. Littlt, 

The Descendanta of Geurgre Little, p. 26. 

' Dr. Miuajah Saw vcr (H C. 1766), son of a physici.in in Newbury, brother- 
in law of Kt'V. Kzra WVld, of IJraiiitreo ; born July, 1787; married Sibyl, ilaii;:li 
ter of iJauiul Farahaai, the Loyalist ; nicaiher of the Committee of Safety ap- 
pointed in 1774 ; treasurer of Duromer Aeadcmy 178-1-1809 ; member of the 
American Academy "f Arts and Scitnees and of the Massachusetts ^lerlicnl 
Society ; died SeplomlH i 21), Ittlo. Mrs. Sawyer died July 8, 1812, aged ninety- 
five. Thacher, Acnorii in Medical BiofFspby, VoL IL pp. 72-74; ApplstOO, 
Some IteMeadanls of William Sawysr. 
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2d. We bad no meeting at Parson Carey's. I was empioy'd in 
writing all the forenoon ; but after dinner went to bear Mr. Spring. 
Tbe •peeulatiTe «entiinentB of tbu gentlemMi upon religion are not 

such as I should admire. They niay, I think, safely be called illiberal ; 
though I am sen'iWe such charjjes are not in general very lil-cml. 
lie has a^lopted all the fancies of the Ilojikinfonian ^ sect, as they are 
called. Tbese people, while they prufuss to found their system eiuirelj 
upon diunttmud betuvotence, by what appeara to me a strange incon- 
■isteney ■uppoae that it may l» agreeable to tbe general plan of tbe 
■upreme being to condemn to eternal tormenta all tbe baman raoe^ 
except such as have experienced thn effect of savin*? grace. The point 
upon which Mr. Spring continually harps is, that holiness consist? in a 
total exemption fruui all seUi$>h ideas, and that all sin ori>^iuaics iu 
■elfisbnesi. I suppose be has not preacb'd a eermon theae ten yearn 
without intradadng these favorite eentimenla. Hia repedd<«s are bo 
frequent that they become very tiresome to one whom they cannot 
convince. But his delivery h very agreeable; there is an earucstness 
and a solemuity in his manuer which I witih I could find in preachers 
whose doctrines are more conformable to my ideas of truth. 

3d. Tbe weather continues extreme cold. Tbe mer is fast as low 
a^ this towUf and many persons have thb day crossM it upon the ice. 
Townscnd set out to go with mo this evening to Mrs. Emery's ; but 
would not go in when he found there was compauy there. It wm 
Judge Greculeaf's family. We play'd at cards and back-gammon as 
osnal ; and between ten and eleven I came bome. Miss Prince is not 
handsome, bat sociable. She is generally called sensible and very agree- 
able ; but I bare iminbed an unaooountabla prejudice anfitvonrable to 
her from tlie appearance of her person and manners. Perhaps I 
ouglit not to commit such a weakness to writing; but indeed it is a 
weakness from which, I believe, very few persons can boast of being 
free. 2^ Derby is bandsomei but her beauty b stem and forbiddbg. 
8be is reserved and unaodaUe ; her mannera are not wholly exempt 
from the appearance of pride. But the effects of thb pas^n, and of 
modest flitn.lencp, so differctit from it, are similar in appearance, and 
wtieu tlie causes of couduct may be various the most favourable cou- 
struction is always the best. The Miss Greeuleafs — > 

4tli. Doctor Killiam * went to Boston tbia day to attend the General 

> TUk is an obvious slip of the pen for " Ilopkinsian," the namegivea to the 
ftllowers of Dr. Samuel Hopkins, pastor at Newport, R. I. (1770-18(I8>. 

* Dr. Kilham failed of re-election ; the following year, 1789, an unsiirressful 
movement was again made in bis favor. Its first stages are described in a letter 
dated Febntmry ^ 178II, from James Bridge, then a law ttudent with Tlwophilaa 
Parsons, to J. Q. Adams, who was recuperating his health nt Quincy. " The 
attention of the wise beads begins to be turned pretty strongly towards the 
appfosebing elaetkna. The Hancoekoptans am bastbring themsilTes to get 

H 
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Ootirt. His opposiuou to the Federal Constitatioo has made him so 
HDpopuIar in tbit town that I do not expect he will be dioMo as Bepre> 
■entative at the next eleetion i and he maj, I think, with this seasioii 
take bis leave of the legislative body for the pre-^ent. I pass'd the 
evening with Townsend and TdompioTi at Mrs. Atkins's. The Justice 
was uot at home. Hetween seven ami eight o'clock, we were alarm'd 
hy the cry of fire ; but it was extinguished before we got to the bouse. 
While the Ooeler is abtenti I shall lead niofe than I can when lie is 
here. The iutenrals between the hours which I pass at the office I 
usually Rpend in couversation with hitn ; when he is gone I devote 
them to reading. I have taken up the Recoiid volume of Gibbon, 
which I have for a long time laid aside ; aud I am determined to try 
again to get through this book. I have possessed it several years, and 
have been all the time just about to read it ; but it has been like the 
biag^ of Tristnm Shandy's door— never don«^ becaue it eould bo 
done at any time. 

5th. I pass'd the evening with Thompsou and Putnam at ilr. Brat!- 
bury's. Frank came from Boston this morning, and hru't an account 
of llio interment of his Honor Thomas Cnahing, £.H4r., who died lasl 
week. He lias been Uentenant governor of this Oommonweelth ever 
since the establishment of the Constitation ; and it is probable there 
will be a vast deal of electioneering intrigue for tho diverse candidates 
for the place. Tho paper also contauis an extrnct from the conclud- 
ing letter of the third volume iu dcfeuce ut the Auierican Constitu- 
tions^ which speaks very &TOanibIj of the sjstnn proposed by the 
Federal Convention.' I ^ not expect it, and am glad to find I was 
mistaken, since it appears probable the plan will be adopted. We play'd 
cards an boor or two and then amused ourselves with mosio. There 

their idol coiitinuod in the chair and Mr. S. Adams into Gen. Lincoln's office. 
They intend also to change their present representation intirely. Instead of 
Uaster Persons, Coomlis and Harsh, yovr frfend Doe. Kilhan and Gapt. Fletcher 
are held up for election. Mr. Jackson, if fit? is not chosen a senator, is to be 
made the third. This inteligenoe is trumpeted forth in the streets and market 
ptaoes hj Stieknef, Sweeny the barber, and BlUtest Patnam. The opposite 
party are lyinj; upon their onrs, in t'xpecUtion of our m i-ti r's return. Doc. 
KUham's political resurrection might have furnished you with an entertaining 
subject of speeuhition. He was first seen riding out with Marquand, next he 
roile out with a lar^e party of to M;ijor Cnffiti's of New-town ; eoon after some 
of our respectable folks were seen to pull o£f their hats to bim as he pass'd the 
faisuraiice office. CoL Wigglosworth and some otheie get bim to tteir taoosee 
next, and now 't would be difficult to catch him at home. He wants no further 
assistance* but to be puffed in the Essex Journal which you will be seasonably 
here to execute, if so inclined." In 1808 President JefTeTson appointed him 
a Commissioner uf Bankruptcy in MassachusetU : in 1806, 1»07, 1810 and 1811 
he served on the Governor's Council, and in 1814 was a member <tf the State 
Smate. See 9uf>ia, pp. 32, 67. 

^ John Adsms, Works^ toL tL pp. S19,SMl 
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were several young ludies present, Miss Harriet's * compaiilons ; a sett 
that are almost always together, and who have at least more personal 
beauty than any equal number of other UDmarried ladies in ihia luwu. 
Miss Wigglti«iWorth* it ftboot wvmtefliu Her ttatiure ia rather diminu- 
Ixn I bat <iiMifin««f is sud to be one of the eiMDtial reqniailet of prstti- 
Mlf. Her features are regular and her shape admirably proportioned* 
Her disposition is said in be amiable ; but she talks very little. The 
greatest defect which I have observed in her is a frequent smile, 
which IS certaiuly mthor uumeauiug or insulliug. The only method I 
oan purtae when I catch her ^e ia to imile too $ and by this mesos 
pat lier oat of ooaiiteosooe. I^ios mnofa for the present I will talce 
•ome other opportanity to mentbu the oth«r stars that form this 

COnstcllruion. 

6tb. Wo met in the evening at Putnam's chamber. I did uot pass 
my time so agreeably as I usually do thonQ eveuiugs. Town»end aud 
Amory were there, and, instead of devoting oar hours to free and anre- 
strained eoOTeisatioa, we lost them In {daying on the vioUn and date. 
Between nine and ten we retired. 

7th. The weather begins to abate of its severity ; vf^t people cross'd 
the river on the ice all this day. Towusend and Pickmuu this after- 
noon went to Salem. I was at home all the evening, and Thompson 
spent part of it with me. He intends to quit his school in three or 
four weeks ; and I hope I shall then enjoy more of his company. 

8th. I this day got through my f lin of Lord Coke, whirh lias 
been hanging heavy upon me these ten weeks. It coutaius a va^nt deal 
of law learning, but heaped up in such an incoherent mass that I 
have derived very little bimefit from it» ~ indeed I think it a very im- 
proper book to pat into the hands of a student just entering apon the 
aeqaisitiou of the profession. I am persuaded I might have spent the 
tiniH which has been employ'd in reading this book to much better 
Bli vantage, and that a twelvemonth hence I could have read it iu less 
time aud with more pruiit. But if this be the case how much more 
laborious must the stmiy have been whMi this was the only dementary 
bo(A ci Ae professioa. The addition of Wood's InsUtntes, and more 
especially of Blackstone's Commentaries, has been an inestimable ad- 
vantage to the late students in the profession. In the afternoon I 
read a few pages in Blackstone,' and the contrast was like descending 

* Harriet Bmdbury, daughter of Tlieophiluo Bradbury; bom in 1773; mnrrkd 
Thomas W. Uooper (II. C. 17bU), sou of Stephen Ilouper. W. B. Laphitiii, 
Bradbury Memorial, p. 89. 

■ Preaumably Sarah, daughter of Colonfl F Ward Wiggleiwortb, bom De- 
Mmber 18, 1770; married Francia Alicliaei Ikquet, September lb, 17'Jit. Colonel 
DVigylsswonh (E. C. 1781) Mrved as a colonel in the Contiosntsl snny from 
177V lo 1779, and wfi? tlu n a merchant at Newburyport. 

' The rsoQgniUoa of iilackstone's m«fit wss immediate and deukive. Coke- 
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^om a raerr^-d. dnngerous aud almost inaccessible mountain iato a 
beautiful piaiu, where the unbooaded prospect on everj side presents 
the appeaninee of inrtility. I iMid with more adfuiUigo than xmui, 
ii I wM wholly alone in the offioe all day. I spent the evening in my 
own room uuintcrrapted by any intnition. I proceed in the leoond 
volume of GibboD, about fifty i>age8 a day. 

9th. Parson Carey got out to meeting this forenoon ; but he waa 
still so weak that the effort was too great. lie was scarcely able to get 
throngh the au»ming exercisea ; and in tlie afternoon the ehnreh wai 
aguo deetitole. I went to hear Parson Spring rattle away npon diain* 
terested benevolence, and pass'd the evening at home. 

10th. Pass'd the evening and supped with Thompson at Dr. 
Sawyer's. Mr. Busseli was there j be came from Portsmouth tbia 
morning and retnma to Boafeon with Mn. Hay, to-morrow. We play'd 
quadrilL Hr. Farnham^ took an hand, and la akilled in all the 
trifting conversation of a canl-uble. Every one, it is said, possesses hit 
peculiar excollonce. Mr. Fiinibam's talent lits in tlie science of polite* 
ness. Ue untU-rsiands to perfection all the nice aud subtle disuiictions 
between confidence aud assurance, between ease of behaviour aud tumiU 
mrity, hetween degance and foppery, <&&, a acienoe in whtdi I am very 
ignorant, aa in all othera. 

11th. Townsend and Pickman returned this afternoon from Salem. 
Townsf'iid lias been on to Boston and to Medfleld ; he brnu2:ht me two 
or three letters. I passed the evening with Tliompsou at Captain 
Coombi's. Mr. Cutler came in soou after us. There are several 
youug ladiea there. The Hita Coomha'a are neithw of them hand- 
aome, and I have not sufCcient acquaintance with them to form an ao> 
curate opinion. Famiy Jenkins is perhaps twenty one. A countenance 
more amiable than beautiful is her greatest personal ornament ; she is 
not tall enough to have an elegant form, but when she smiles such a 
lovely di&poaition beama in her eyes that no one conld wish her mora 
handaomOb She talks mnch and tolerably well, bnt when a yooQg lady 
[bjae io escdlent a temper, 

"Let her speak and whatever she say, 
Methinks I sboold love her the morai" 

Her aiater Nancy is about seventeen. She la tall and beaatifol in 
countenance and in the form of a peraony not leaa sociable but lem aeoaible 

UttletoB. first pnblisbed Id 1628^ did not iwwh the thJvtsenth edition nntll 1788. 
Blnck<!tone in 1787, eighteen years after the pabUoatioo cf the last Totunie, had 
already pasted through ten ediuoos. 

> Probably WUtlam Famhui, a brotberin-law of Dr. Sawyer. Alice Tacker 

wrote under dale of Sundav, Aujrust 2", l":^'', "After meeting Mr. T'uMiluun 
drank tea with us — a geDti«m«u with mauuers as soft as silk." Mauoscript 
joumaL 
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than Fanny. She has read too many novels ; her expressions are 
romantic, aud her ideas are far otherwise, lier disposition is, I believe, 
goody and a fevr years may cool her down to an agreeable sensible 
giri : now, it may Mtffloe to mj, the ia yonog. Bnt, after all, the best 
object of description it Mr. Cutler. He is somewhat singular, but it re- 
quires a much lon^jer r.'^qnnvntance to form a jii-:t opinion of the char- 
acter of a man than of a woman : the (!istitii;ui<hi:ig traits are deeper 
and much more nameroos, for which reason aud some others, I will 
defer speaking of Mr. Cutler toeome fbtore opportunity. 

ISth. I dined with Townaend at l&s. Hooper's. Amory went to 
Portsmouth on Monday, with several of his friends They return'd 
this day to dinner at Davenport's. We called to sco them, and snt 
with them drinking and singing till five o'clock. \vb<Mi tlu-iy] went for 
Jpswicli. I pass'd the evening with Tickman, at Doctor Smith's. 
Townsend went there with as,bnt found himself so unwell that he went 
home very earlj. Hu eongh has return'd, with several dnagreeahle 
symptoms. I fear ezc^dingly thtd he is not long for this world. We 
playM whist an hour or two at Dr. Smith's, and between ten and 
eleven retired. 

ISth. Thompson, Fickman and Little pass'd the eve at my lodgings. 
Townsend was ao nnw^ that he could not oome, and Putnam went 
home some days since, and has not yet returned. The office for a week 
past has been tolerably dear, and I baye made considerable progress 

in Blackstone. 

14th. Mr. Parsons return'd this afternoon from Boston, where the 
Supremo SaSkkl Oourt and the Gkmeral Aas«mbly are now sitting. I 
called with Fkknian to aee Townsend, who is now confined to the 
bouse, and psssM an hour or two with him. And for thb day I have 

nothing more to say. 

I5tb. I called this evening at Putnam's lodgings, and pass'd an hour 
or two with him. He went home last Sunday intending to be absent 
about a wedL; but he retnru'd yesterday without oompleating his visit. 
I told him some time ago, tliat I expected he would not be absent long 
from this town with any satisfaction to Mmselfp He says he is happy 
as the (lay is long. He admires Newbury- Port excee(!ingly, and never 
enjoy'd himself more than he has for the si.v inonllis pa-it. He mys 
he is not in love, and that is not the least reason from which I cuu- 
dude that he is. A young lady simiUr in her manners, and perbape 
in her disposition to him, has engaged his affections ; and the schemes 
which he forms to be in company witli her, and the manifest fondness 
which appears when he is with her, more than outweigh his declara- 
tions ; which, in cases less justiiiable than the present, are not always 
oon^ttit with troHi. 

16th. In tho fmnooa I attended at Mr* Gsrey's meetiiig The naa 
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that appeared in the pulpit I concluded very soon was a son of Dart- 
mouth. All was cummou-plaee ; Lis ideas were trifling, his lauguage was 
inelegant, and bit maoDer was an mrawBoeiaful attempi to the florid. 
He apottrophtted Itioooence, and said she waa channuig. In thort he 
appeared to me to have all the defects, without one of the ezoellenciea 
of a youthful, irrej»nlar imagination. After meefirH^ was over I heard 
his name was Oliver,' ami that he is settled at Ikverley. I had qnite 
enough of him in hearing hiiu ouce, and therefore iu the afternoon I 
went to hear Mr. Spring, who entertained me modi better, thoagli I 
am not a great admirer of bis doctrine. 

17th. Mr. Parsons held a Court this forenoon at ten; and at the 
same honr I attended at Mr. Atkins's, with several actiona brought 
before him. Mr. Parsons in the afternoou went from home to return 
Co Boston. I pass'd the evening at Mrs. Hooper's ; play'd quadrill as 
nsnal. 

18th. I am ainking agiun into the tame insipidity which I ha?e ao 

ofuTi lamented. The circumstances which daily occur are now more 
than ever alike, for I not only ppcTt ! the whole day in the same occupa- 
titin at the oiBcej but as Tuvvuseud is unwell and confined to his loclg« 
ings I pass almost all mj evenings witb him. We bave no news stir- 
ring of any kind, and as Dr. Salfaam said to me a sbort time before he 
went to Boston, I am tired to death of seeing one day only the dttU 
duplicate of another." 

19th. The weather wrv^ dnll, gloomy, and part of the day rainy. 
Amory invited me to dinu with him and Stacey and Azor Orue at 
Davenport^s, but I did not feel incUoed tliat way. I ealt'd aft Hra. 
Hooper*! in the evening, and spent a oonple of hours with Townsend. 
The lads who dined at Davenport's warm'd themselves so well with 
Madeira, that at abont peven o'clock this evening, they all set out upon 
an expedition to C'ai>e-Anu to attend a ball there this nisjht. Twenty 
seven miles in such weather and mch rouds after seven o'clock at night, 
to attend a ball would look extravagant in a common person; bat it 
is qnite characteristic of Amory. 

20th. Thursday. We met this evening at Thompson's. Pickman 
came, bnt rather late in the evening. Yonng Sawyer* was th^re like- 
wise. He epcndii the pr»j8eut quarter at home by order of the college 
government. I have not a very high opinion of bis abilities ; still 
lesa of his improvements, and least of all of his moral character. One 
thiu|^ however, may be said in his lavoiir,>~ he is in bis per^ 

1 Daniel Oliver (Dartmouth 1785), bom in Boston April 4, 1758 ; pastor at 
Beverly 1787-179T ; mf NtoiHiry In Roxberj and Boston ; died September 14, 

1810, at I!ii\^iir\ fu neral Catalogue of Dartmouth CDllcgc. 

« William Sawyer (li. C. 1788), ion of Dr. Micigah Sawyer i born February 1, 
1771 ; a physician ; died In Boston, April 18, 1680. 
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son. TTia father is a very reBi>eclable, worthy man, and the familj to 
which ho belongs ia very agreeable. 

[N. B. This opinion of Sawyer did him great injustice. April, 1790.] 
2Ut. I can read tolerably well when I am alone in the office, and 

make as much progress in one day as I can sometimes in a wetrk when 
all the other gentlemen are here. I have read tl)rf>ii<fli the first vol- 
ume and made some progress in the second of Blackstone. And I 
read it, I thinks with more adveotage thnn I did the first time; bat my 
progress is alow, too slow. 

22d. Amory and Staoey retnrn'd from their expedition. They got 
to Cape- Ann at about twelve on Wednesday night, and were about two 
hours at the ball. On Thursday they proceeded to Marblehe.id, and 
attended at the assembly which was held there. Last night they 
patrol'd the street* of Sdem» sereneding the honaes, end came home 
this aftomoon compleatelj fistigoed. Hr. Persons arrived in town too 
this morning from Boston, and held a Court for taking cognisance of 
Mr. Atkins's actions. Pickman paas'd the evening with us at Mrs* 
Hooper's. Mr. Cutler was likewise there. 

2<id. Puttmm hud agreed to go with me, and hear Parson Tucker 
preach this fimnoon ; but some dnmmstauce prevented him; so I went 
alone. The Dr. gave us a very good sermon npon the education of 
children. I went home with Mr. Tracey to dinner, and Pickman soon 
came in. We dined and pass'd the afternoon with Mr. Txacej.' 

> Nathaniel Tracy (II. C. 1709), classmate of ThM|ihnaa Partons and of 

Jftiiifs Wii)throp, tlif librarian at Ilarvuril; tliirty-cix yenrs of spc; eduCTitetl at 
Harvard and at Vale; sua of Patrick Tracy, who presented hiuion li is marriage in 
1776 to the beauty. Mary Lee, of Mnrblehcad, with the finest house in Newhoiy. 
jv>rt tlie hrick building on State Street now occnpicfl by tlu' Public Library. 
In August, 177.i. he sent out the first privateer frum Newburyport; 1776-1788 
he tent to sea, as principal owner, twenty-four cruisers manned by %800men that 
captured 120 ^ il in 1 with 'liom 2,2*2') prisoners of war; during tlie snme period 
lie aent, a« pnucipal oirucr, 110 merchant vessels, all but thirteen of which 
were loat or captured befoie tlie end of tlie war ; during the early yean of the 
Rerolulion he prospered greatly, — had fine hnri<o<< and the richest ot household 
appoiutiuenta; kept a pieaaure barge on Kimball's Pond for flihing-partiei; 
"owned an adraimble fiirm in Kewlnny, wliera lie coold breakfiist; Ten'Hill 
farm at Mcdford, where he cnuM dine; and liis Vassall House at rimhnMpo, 
Washington's Quarters, where lie might pass the night." Tltomaa Jefferson visited 
him and lalled with him on liis abip '*Oerei" to England hi 1784. In 1786 he 
found li!m?elf hopelessly bankrupt, and rutirod to th" sti nn mnnsion (already a 
century old ) of the Spcncer-I'ierce farm on tlie Merrinmc KiTcr in Kewbury. 
Here he died September SO, 1706 (Mary Tracy selling the farm for $12,800). See 
J J Purrier, " Ould Newbury." pp. 25-41, witl> a portrait of Nathank4 

Tracy and Tiews nf tlie farm-houte. See also an article by Colonel Samuel Swett 
(Htm of Dr. John Barnard Swett) In the " Newbury port Herald,*' KoTember 83^ IMS 
(Ronton Public Library, No, •! 15-1. tV' I ai 1 an article bv ^Uv. Il ^rritt Prescolt 
SpoSbrd io " Harper's Magazine " for July, 1875. The figures as to his mercantile 
and wariike ventmm daring the war eie taken fnm s& «r jNutt statsment^— a 
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Thia gentlemui was in ito ooarse of the war peculiarly fortnnate 
and aocanmlated an immensa fortnne i bat he has sinee been equally 
tmlm^ilj and ie now very mach reduced. The generosity of his beeri 

is equal to any estate whatever; and ri!fhf)ugh he h:us not been so 
prudeat as might be wishM, yet every oue who is acquninted with him 
must lament his miHrortunes, and heartily wish he may retrieve hit 
affiun. We rode iato towa in the b^noing of the eveniDg as the 
weather was rainy. We stop'd at Mrs. Hooper't. We found Miss 
Oasnean there ; and Thompson and Putnam came in soon after. The 
evening was dull. Miss Cazneau wouM sini^; and murderi'i! two or 
three songs. A pperimen of Towuseud's wit set lo laui^bing. 
Mr. raraons set out this morning to go to Boston, hut the weather 
being dtsi^ireeable he retnm'd home after prooeeding three or four 
miles* . . . 

24th. I attended at Mr. Atkins's Court; and appeared to the ac- 
tions. Mr. Marquand, who had hren summoned there, appeared and 
somewhat diverted us by his impeiuosity. 1 met young Thomas in 
the street, who gave me some information from Cambridge. This 
bong the last day of senrice, we have been nncommonly busy la 
the ofTice in copying the writs and making ont records according to tbo 
Justice's ant, which is useless anci even tn)uhl(»sorae on every acconnt. 
I this day finished reading Gil)bon's History, which I have had a 
long time without perusing. It has given roe much iuformation upon 
a part of history with which I was bat little acquainted. The style upon 
the whole, I thmk, is elegant, bat his manifest partiality against the 
Christian religion is equally injurious to his character as a philosopher 
and as an historian. He affects to despise those men who from a zeal- 
ous attju-liment to their relij^ion have adopted the effusions of enthusi- 
asm as reailily as the pure and indisputable relations of history; wliile 
be is himself guilty of the other extreme, wbidiln my mind is modi lose 

pstltloii to Congrcn. 8«« E. T. Smith, Httt f>f Newhnrjport. p. 107. Alice 

Tucker wrote, October 20, ITBO; "Just at dusk, I tnnk n, walk to Mr. Nnt. 
Tracy's. This antique buihUog is situated in Uie very bosom of retirement, 
and is snrroand^d by well eoltivated fietds and cpwdens. Ton have to view a 
thick wood, and a pretty water prospect completet the landscape. I found Mrs. 
Trac7, dress'd genteellj, sitting at her tea tabic with her children about her. She 
is a very handsome accomplished woman, and knows yery well how to keep up 
her dignity." A little over a year later she describo<l another visit : " As Moa 
as we got to their yard a neat looking maid came out to open the gate for DS, 
and condncted us into the hou»e and into the dining chamber, which is spacious 
and has a genteel and an airy appearance considering its ivntiquity. Mrs. Tracj 
received with that politeness which is so natural to a well lircd woman. Our re- 
past was slemler ; two cups of tea, and one small piece of liisriiit After tea the 
children (-:uno from tlie nursery, [Com] and with them an illegitimate orphan caii'd 
Lurv [(//■ ';i7.//-]. . . . How fortnnate are such chiMron wIm-h iht-y meet with 
reiations or friends that are disposed to give them suuabie educatiouA." .^iauu* 
seiipt jeonial of Alice Taebsr, Dsoemhsr IS, 179Qi 
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excusable. KniaXt* however, is, I believe, too severe when he says that 
tliis writer by meretricious and nffccted stile: far beneath tho native dig- 
nity and simplicity of tiie ancients h)is oii^ht the transient applause of 
the public, — and indeed the occaaioa upon which he passes this judgment, 
renders the oensore Tery rcprebeiMible. The leiSectioii opon Jaliu't 
leaTing Paro* was to me one of the most ingenioas passages in the 
book; aod 'Kjoot, hj setting btmself up aa ibe champioii of Englbh 
prejtidires, cannot be quoted by a neotral person aa an authority of 
great weight. 

25th. Copies of all tho actions which are to be entered at the next 
Court of Common Pleas were thia day sent to Salem to bo filed in 
the dark's office, seven days before the sitting of the coart, aa the law 
directs. And aa we have now got through the hurry of business^ we 

1 Viccssimus Knox, master for thirt>'-thrce years of a school at l unbridge, 
Eoglanil. Till ! I ige referred to reads as follows: "A writer of history, who, 
by an affected ami m r<_'trii:ious (.tylc, uiiliki; tlie miuirinegs of ttis* cla'sieal model, 
baa caught the trIllii^ii!U applau&c uf fashiuu, and whu seems tu be uiiibiiiuua of 
aotldring distinction l<y rQCutnmendiiig infldclitjr and Ubctdoism us f KiNCirU^ 
ppcuks, consistently with liimself, thus hijfldy of FKKvrir MA?fNKR9 ; those effem- 
inate uianaers whicli. Id tlie honest warmth of an EiiglishiQari, I have been led, 
in thia lectlon, and on all otcasioiiii to reprobate: ... I cannot think it consist 
ent with a good citizen an l a luvt- r of one's couutry to adniire and extol the mar- 
Ual spirit of that nation, which has so often been most hostile to all we bold dear, 
and behaved with saeb peifldy «• would stigmatbe an individnal hi private life 
with perpetual disgrace. 

" As a superintendent of education, I think myself boand thus publicly to dis* 
approve, an ewiy proper oocasioo, all work* whtoh tend to Insinuate oormpt and 
infidel principles into the bosoms of inj^'nuons youth. All mny err from passion, 
and be pardoned ; but to defend and even recommend, moral corruption on prin* 
dple, is a kind of wicksdneM wbicb even eaodonr most condemn as JiattlieA'* 
Liberal Ediicatton : or a Practical Treatise on tho Methods of arqnirinp Useful 
and Polite Learning, lOtb edit. 1780, toL it pp. 307-309. " It was a mean 
snbterfttge to make history the obHqve obann^ of theoloKieal infldelity. An 
fiiKcniions yonnp man takes tip the book, from tho laudable motive of improving 
Ilia mind with historical knowledge. But, aa he rcad«, be finds himself corruptedp 
and is cheated into Irreliglon and libertintim.'' V. Knox, Essays Moral and Lit* 
erary, 170r], vol. i. p. 110. 

The popular prejadioe was so strong that the President of Uarvard College 
deemed it wise to annoanee pobllely In tlie "Colombian CentineU^NoTember Id, 

17'.)1, that " niblion'a History was never thouj;lit of" for tlie Harvard curricu- 
lum, that Miliot'8 Elements were preferred ; — the latter a history in five Tol- 
nmes nps^repatini; some two thousand pages, translated from the French of the 
Abbe Millot and written undi r an ortler of the Duke of Parma. October 26, 
1786, J. Q. Adams wrote: I employ nuMt of my time at present in reading the 
Abb^ M111ot*B Elements of History. They ere well wrlttan but rery cwndse. Be 
is quite philosophical : in some passages perhaps too much bo. At least be calls 
in qoestion many historical ftcts without sufficient reason, I think. Uis reflec- 
tions, which s««ra to form the frsetest part of the wwk, ere for the most part 
|iut, and display mu< h btimanity, which is an essential reqntslie In an hlatorian." 
* Qil)boD, Decline and Fall* chapter xxU. 
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have tbU dfty been wry idle. Ur. Fanou lun been talkiDg all daj 
with some one or otber who came to the office. Much of our time ia 
lost iu thi-} manner ; and if we complain we are told we must learn to 
read wiihout sulTering ourselves to be iuterrupted by any noise what- 
ever — a direction with whidit I bdieve^ I thall new be able (o com- 
ply. And it woald be much more agreeable to me, if he would 
receive his company in the other room, and spare us the troable of 
an apprenticcbhip to an art which we cannot aojuire. 

26th. 1 took a long walk thb afternoon with Putnam, and as we 
came hack wo stop'd at Mrs. Hooper's. Townsend is still there, the 
weather being bo unsettled that he has not ventured to go much from 
the house yet. He must, however, go in a few days so [to] Ipswich 
as he is to be sworn in at that Court. Wo pluyM (lumlrill. Miss 
Knight and Miss Phillips were there; with the latter ftf tLe^L' hulies 
I have never hitherto had auy acquaiutauc^. I wcui a miic with her, 
after ten, to wait on her home^ and on the way met Master Thompson, 
but as I returned I oouUI not overtake him. 

27th* I WWt with Pkkman, Amory, Stacey, and Putnam to Salis- 
bury, to see a vcBsel launch 'd. Slit> htuck as she went off. ^Vu diued 
there, but the party was very far from hein<; afzret'ahle. A. Orne is an 
habitual debauchee who at the age of Hve or hix and twenty has brought 
upon himself the inflnnities of old age. Ho is one of those human 
beings whom to see is to despise. The deseriptton in the choice of 
Hercules beautifully expresses the character. At about five in the after- 
noon, I rcturn'd with Pickman and Putnam to Newbury-Port, and 
from thence walk'd up to Little's, where we fouud Tiiompson and Saw- 
yer. We pass*d the ev^ug agreeably ; and much more to our satisfiu)* 
tion than we ooold have done with those other hub whom we left at 
Salisbury. 

Vast happineHS enjoy the "ray Allies I 
A Youth of Follies ; au old age of Cares: 

Toung, yet enervate; old yet never wise; 
Tioe wastes their vigour, and ihtk Mind impairs. 

S8th. The weather was pleasant Townsend rode this day. I 
passM the evening with him« and found Miss Knight at Mrs. Hooper's. 

After having dismiss*d two or three inconstant suitors, she is now 
address'd by a Mr. Gregory from Boston, to whom she will probably 
soon be united. 

With all the charms of beauty richly fraught^ 

Lucinda'.s form my fond attention caught. 

A faultless person atid a lovely mind, 

I found with wonder, were in hat oombin'd 

DtjficiMit only in a single part. 

bhe wanted no thing but a feeling heart. 
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Calm and unrufHed aa a Summer Sea, 
From Passions' gales Lucindn's breast is ftee^ 
A faithless lover she may well defy 
Bfloall her heurt nor braitibe • single sigh 
And shouU a seoond inrove inconstant too 
She-changes on till she can find ona true.^ 

Rnoh a character may be esteenie<l ; it may likewise be beloved, for she 
has had more than one lover ; but their unsteadiness may possibly derive 
some excuse from this very disposition of hers ; for my own part, I 
never oonld ooooeive each eentimeats with respect to her as woiild 
enable me to be inconstant 

29th. I received two or three letters for Little, and after finishing 
the day at the office, T went and delivered them. He w» nf w ith me 
and p;uss'd the eveuiug with Townsond. Mr. Morland came in to wait 
on Miss Knight home ; but she prefei r'd slaying a Jay or two lunger 
where she was. Mr. Catler was an hoar or two with ns. Bomedme 
after ten, I came home. 

80th. Parson Top(>an of Newtown preach'd at our meeting this 
day. I attended all day and was very much pleased with hh ingenuity. 
He is quite orthodox enough, although he has contended with Mr. Spring 
upon some very knotty points. His delivery is not gracefol, nor even 
agreeable; but the soand sense and tngeonity which appear in bis eer- 
mODS more than compensate for defects which are so common. I 
Lave read through Knox's treatise upon Education,^ and in p;encral am 
muoh pleased with it. If his censures of tlie preseut time? did not 
some times border upon ill -nature, and if he had nut profess'd to main- 
tain the advantages of prejudice and partiality, I should place mndi 
greater confidence in his opinion ; hat his complaints in many cases are 
bnt too just and too applicable to the manners of this country. 

31 St. Mr. Parsons held a Justice's Court for the trial of a trifling 
action of trorer and conversion, — the dispute was about GOO feet of 
pine boards. The witnesses ou both sides were examined, and, after a 
trial of two hoars, Mr. Parsons advised them to settle the matter between 
themselves withoat any judgment, which they accordingly doA. The 
weather for a day or two past has been very mild and pleasant ; verify- 
ing the vulgar saying, mentioned at t!ie beginning of the month. I walk'd 
with Putnam this afternoon, and pass'd the evening with Townsend. 

Tnesday, April Ist^ 1768. 

The Court uts this day at Ipewich. Mr. Parsons went in the aftez^ 
noon. I dined with him. Pidkman gone to Salem, so that for two or 

1 <'Tlw^aii»,'*tn''FeemsorBsUgloosad6oelsty,»^yJ.Q.AdsaM(lflfiOK 

p. 111. 

2 Vicessimua Knox (17&2-1821), Liberal Education, or a Practical Treatise 
en the llslbods of soi|oiilD( Useful sad Bg|itsl«aniiiiv. London, 1781. 
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three days I have been wholly alone at the office. Putnam took a 
long walk with mo; he haa been amusing himself 'irith Stacey this day 
by the prescriptive privilege of deceiving. The manner was impfadent 
and the tluog kidf bMMath his yoan ; but there is a pleasure in play- 
ing the foot at tliiies ; and periiaps these are peculiarly ezeuieble. As 
we retaraed from our walk, I stop'd in at Mn. Hooper's to pais the 
last evening widi Townsend. Parson Bass was there, but soon went 
off. Amory took hi« usual rout'; a ^Ir. Hartz, who belongs to Balti- 
more, Mr. Cutler and ihompflou were wiih us all the evening ; and we 
Uti them a little after teo. 

8d. This day Townsend and Amory finally left as and were to he 
sworn into the Court of Ck)mmon Pleas at Ipswidl. They entered the 
office both nearly at the same time, ats'l h:ne loth (Continued here more 
than three years. Their characters atui iiis(»ositious are essentially dif- 
ferent. With Townsend I have been very iniimate ever since I came to 
this towD, but my aoqasinlaaoe with Amoiy has only been sndi as neeee* 
sarily followed from being so frequently with him. Townsend is in 
his twenty fifth year. Mis geuius is very good, and somewhat eccentric. 
While at College, and for some time after, he laboured under great dis- 
advantages from his narrow circumstances ; but fur three or four years 
past be has been well supported by a wealthy uncle who has no cbil- 
dnOf and who will probaUy leave lum something. Since he came here 
his stediee have repeatedly been interrupted ; and he has been obliged to 
attend for months together upon his Lrotli'-r, who died I.i'^t snmnu^r ni 
a conBiimpiion. The time which he could spend hern v, ns generally 
well employ *d. His disposition was easy and contented j ruiher apt to 
contract prejudices either Javonrable or imfitTonible to persons from their 
first appearance; his friendships Twy strong, and his averuoas rather 
severe* He was attached to his opinions, and would defend them with 
warmth ; so that many of his acquaintance think him obstinate. But 
he has frequently saul, and, I believe, justly, that obstinacy consists in 
persevering m au opinion without being willing to defend it when 
attacked^ not in bang onwilHng to give it up without snffldent grounds 
to eonelade it erroneous ; and if his definition be true I do not think 
he can properly [be] called obstinate. Upon general subjects his 
sentiments coincided very well with mine ; bat we differed very fre- 
quently in descending to particulars. Generosity, humanity and bo< 
oevolence are the ornaments of bis heart, and in short from bis whole 
ebaracter I have such an attachment Ibr htm, that I shall regret much 
his having this (own. My anidety for his health increases this regret; 
his disorder is alarming, and by so much the more as it lias been pecu- 
liarly fatal to his family. Amory I will meutiun to-morrow. I took a 
walk with Putnam this afternoon, and as we returned Putnam urged 
me to go in to Dr. Smith's, to which I finally agreed. Putnam psss'd 
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ft namber of high encomiums apon "Mhs Smith ; but as soon as we 
went into the house I found Miss Bnidhury there ; which explained 
Putnam's cajjcrness. I sat and conversed till about nine o'clock, aud 
tlicu came oil, leaving my compMuiou with his Dulcinea there. 

8d. Thompioii went yettwday morning to Ipswich, aod letamed 
Uttt eveniDg. I dined with him to day. Frank Bradbaiy and Fatuam 
were likewue there. Amory and Townsend were sworn into Oourt 
yesterday in the afternoon, and immediately went on to Salem. Amory, 
whom I promised to mention thh d^iy, is about twenty three. At a very 
early period of life he was engaj^cii in scenes of intemperance and de- 
bauchery, and oontnwted a fimdnecs for them which he has not yet 
conquered. Hift ima|^nation is lively and hia apfn^dienMon nncommouly 
quick; but a great degree of volatility and un'^tf-ndiness render all his 
reforming resolutions abortive. With any particular object before him 
he is indefaligably active and industrious } but when it is ou[c]e accom- 
piidied he too often tdbfuat Into dBmipaUoa and inittentioii. Ofnfanott 
three yean and a half whidi have past since be entered Hr. Panons's 
office, he has not, I suppose, spent two in thia town, and of that time 
perhaps he has not employ'd one half in the ofT\> o. Yet such are his 
natural advantages for improvement that, in tb< sli rt time which bo 
has devoted to study, he has acquired almost as much knowledge of 
the Law as a common person wovld, who shoold have been attentive 
through the whole period. Kotwithstanding his habits of intemperance 
he has formed a tender connection with a young lady in this town, 
who is undoubtedly firmly persuaded that he will marry her. It will 
certainly be a great misfortune to her, should she be disappointed ; for 
after so long, and so great an intimacy, with a young fellow whose 
piinctplee and practice are so repugnant to the general iteas of mo- 
rality and religion, it most be supposed that any other yonng gentleman 
would be somewhat punctilious before he would venture to pay hia 
addresses to her. Unfortunately the same causes wbirh are [irejudicial 
to her reputation will tend to render him faithless and inconstant. Ail 
that can be hoped is (and it is devoutly to be wished) that his native 
good sense and strength of mind will rise snperior to all liis youthful 
follies, and that of all the hetvogeneout qnidities which compose his 
character, the good only will remain. His manners and adilress are 
remarkably agreeable and insinuating, and he pos8es8[e83 candour to 
applaud m others even those virtues of which he is most destitute. In 
short we may fUrly say that, without an essential alteration in hn 
course of liiSa, be wiU ever be a worthless character ; bnt that, with 
Bocb alterations as time and experience may very well produce, he may 
become one of the best and most nsefal men in the Commonwealth.^ 

* Willinm Arrinrr, hnm 5n Poston ; a graduate of Harvard died in 

179^ aged tweuty-teveo. Ue married the young lady reXerred to in the text. 
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Dr. Kilbam returned tbU afternoon from Boston, and Mr. Parsons 
from Ipswich. I took » long walk after dinner with Putnam, F. Brud- 
}nujf and Tkompmn, and we peaeed the evening at Putnam's lodgings. 

4th. The weather has been rather disagreeable this day. In the 
evening T v>-<'nt with Thompson and Putnam to ^Ir. Bradbury's, where 
we found :i I ir^u company. Mr. VT. Parsons and bis wife, 5Ir. 
Sigoumey and his enamorata, and an innumerable quantity of Miss 
Greenleafa. We pass'd the evening as usual, singing, playing cards, 
dec Mr. Sigoamey has » very good voice, and entertained the company 
mn(:h more than sudt exercises generally do. We retired between ten 
and eleven o'clock. 

5th. Rain'd again a great part of the day. Putnam pasa'd the even- 
ing at iny lotigiugs. We conversed upon a variety of subjects. I am 
more pleased with him than I was while we were classmates. He is 
not exempt from that poerility which I mentioned as constituting lus 
character ; and I have sometimes seen him exert a degree of little cun- 
ning to obtain an end in trifles where it wa« totally unneresfiarT even to 
serve his own purpose. But he is gowl-natured and friendly ; willing 
and ready to oblige ; easy and contented ; enjoying the present and 
looking forward to fatnrity without sufficient anxiety Co embitter his 
happiness. I often envy him his feelings. For *'who by taking 
thought cnn add one cubit to his stature?" The pro?j>ects of life 
which are before me are by far the most frequent employmmt of my 
thoughts ; and uccoraing to the diilerent temperature of my spirits, I 
am sometimes elated with hope, sometimes contented with indifference^ 
bat often tormented with fears, and depressed by the most dlsconra|^g 
aippearances. Such reflections serve only to deprive me of my present 
enjoyinents; after all, the events which time is to produce must take 
their course and " suf?icient surely to the day is the evil therec^f.'* 

Gth. A Parson Allen preacb'd this day for Mr. Carey. I went to 
hear him in the forenoon. His sermon was sensible, but his delivery 
was quite disagreeabla Ills manner of speaking was SO singular that 
gcveral times it was with difficulty I restrained myself from laughing. I 
did not feel a great inclination to hear him again, and I therefore went 
in the afternoon and heard Mr. Murray. lie is an orator ; but if he 
did not betray snc^ a oonsdousness of bis own powers, while in the 
pulpit, be would be much more fdeanng to me. There Is no sitnatioot 
perhaps, in wbicli that consummate art of concealing art is more reqoi* 
site th:\n in the desk. Art is undoubtedly necessary in speaking to 
comm n i] the attention of an audience ; but if that art is apparent the 
solemnity uf the occasion greatly tend^ to increase the disgust which I 
always conceive against affectation. For when n preacher appears so 

and had two daughters. He bad already been admitted to practise before the 
Soptsms Conrt of Msmsdisietts. 
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wholly occnpied with the admiration of his own rlietorical talents, it 
seems ha cuu have but litile coiiceru for ihe icnpurutut subject of which 
hu eloqaoDce is only the uutrameiitf and wbicb ought to be the chief, 
1 had almost latd the odIj, object of hit thoaghts. 

7th. I went with Thompsoa to Mr. Atkins's, to answer to an action 
which we had brouglit before him this tlriy. The first Monday in 
April, being the day apjwiinted by the Cuostitution for the choice of 
Goveroor, Lieateoant Governor and Senators, the town meeting here 
began at ten in tbe momingf and the poll was dosed at four in the 
afternoon. Mr. Hancock and General Lbcoln had a great majority 
in this town, as well as in Newbury, and a Fe«ler:il list of Senators; 
for Fed and ami are the only distinctions at this day. ^Ir. S. Adams 
had a number of rotes for Lieutt. Governor, but, for what reason I 
cannot teU, ali the inflnence was a^^ntt him. The revolution that 
has taken place in sentiments witUn one twelve month past mast be 
astonislung to a person unacquainted with the wealcnesscs, the follies, 
and the vices of human nature. The very men who at the last election 
declared that the Comraonwenhh would 1)0 ruined if Mr. Hancock was 
ciioseu have now doue every thing to get him in. And the other side 
are equally capridous.^ We have not jet got sufficiently settled to 

1 A letter written bj J. Q. Adamt lo hii father, and dated Bnuatiec^ Jnae 80. 
ITB7, (k hcribes the ooodidons attending die elections cf the piecediog year. It 

reads aa follows : —~ 

"... Mr. Hancock was again elected govcrnour tliis year, and out of 18,000 
votes he had more than 13,000. Tliii plainly shows that the people in general are 
displeased wilh some part of Mr. Bowdoin's conduct: but it is tlie caprice of an 
ungrateful populace, fur which it must ever be impossible to accuuut. Mr. Han- 
cock Is rery much in volred la debt, if common report be true; it i» eren confi- 
dently asserted that his present estate would not b,v nnv means do justice to his 
creditors. It is therefore concluded that he would lavuur tender acts, paper 
cmreDcies and all those mcosareii which would give tlie sanction of the law to 
private frau'! and villainy: it was supposed that a Senate and an House of liepre- 
sentalives would be chosen, perfectly willing to abolish all contracts public and 
private, ready in short to redress the people's grierancca, that is, to gratify their 
pn^?inn<( nnd justify their crinies. But these fo.'irs were not entirely wo!] grounded ; 
there are indeed several Senators and many Representatives, who would stick at 
nothing. A WUlaid, a Drmy, a Whitney, and manj others, who have openljr 
espoused the cause of tronson nnd rclKdIinn, are now among the lef^islators of the 
country ; intestinam aliquam quotidie perniciem reipubUcie molientes. There is 
however la iMth brandiea of the legitlatoie a majority of well meaning men, 
who will support the dignity of ft- fjnvc-rnment, and who will not prostitnte the 
honour of their country. A motion was made a few days since, that a committee 
ahonld be appointed to examine the merits of a paper eerrraoy. and to report upon 
the expedit-ncy of fin emission at present, but tliere was a maj-jritj- of more th:in 
50, even against the committing of it. It has been resolved that the Court should 
move out of the town of Boaton, and tbe committee have flnally reoommended 
Concord as the rr.n^t proper place to which it nmy he removed. The i>eopIe in 
the coontiy are very earnest ia this point; and as usual without knowing wtiy. 
The salaries of all dvil offloen« wliich are sow too small, will infallibly be xedooed 
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Imt* itated partiw ; but we shall toon, I Iultb bo doobt, obtain Uio 
blessing. I pau'd an hour or two this evening with Thompson ai Mn. 

Emery's, aud ho spent half an hour with me, till nine o'clock. 

8th. Pickman returned last eveninrr from Salem. The votes in 
that town, and in several others from which accounts have been re- 
ceived, are equallj favorable or more so than they were in this town 
to Mr. Haneodc and General Ltnoolo. I called and pasted an boar or 
two at Mrs. Hooper's in dieeTMiiog. SCssCasneaa was tbere^ Game 
home early in the evening. 

Belinda next advanced with rapid stride 
A compound strange of Vanity and IMde 
Aronnd her imoe no wanton Cupids play, 
Her tawny skin, defies the God of D&y, 
Loud w!i<« her laugh, undaunted was her look. 
And folly seem'd to dictate what she spoke. 
In vain tiie Poel*s and musician's art 
Combine to move the Piissions of the hcart» 
Belinda's voice like grating hinges groans. 
And in harsh thunder roara a lover's moans.* 

9tb. Dined with I'ickman aud Thou)|>8ou at Mr Parsous's upon 
ealmon, which begin now to be oanght in the river. We did not do 
mnch business in the afterooon. I called upon Pntoao, after takii^ a 
walk with Thompson, but Putnam was engaged tot the evening, so 
that I soon came home to my lodgings. 

still lower. Mr. Ilnnrofk, who lia« r peculiar talent of pleasing the maltitndp, has 
compounded the matter by offitring to make a present to the public of B00£, bat I 
consider this as a pcmleioits praeedent; a palliative wane than it woold have 
been, had tlie legislature curtailed the salary. F*)r if one man gives up SOOjC, an- 
other, fl«hing equally for popularity, may give more, and the chair of goTeniment 
may Anally be offef«d to the loweit bidder. It Is impossible for a free nation to 
subsist without parties, and unfortunatLly our parties are not yet form' ! T'le 
democraticai tuaoch of our goremment ia at present quite uniival'd; snd we se- 
veralj feel die want of svffldent strength In the other braachse. The Benate lo< 
deed has several times wiiliin these eii,'li!een nKintlK-^ saved the commonwealth 
firom &?mplete anarchy, and perhaps from destruction; but its bands are tied; 
and the people are too generally disposed to abolish the Senate as an nselcss 
Ludy. I have indeed {jreat hopes that the Defence of the CotiJ^titutions will pro- 
duce an alteration in tiieir seutitoenu ; it will certainly have great weight. One 
I»riiiter In Boston Is employ'd in printing a new edition of this book, and another 
is retailing; it twice a week in a newspaper; so that I hope it will be sufficiently 
spread throughout the CommonweaUh. As to the monarchical power, it appears 
to be entirely out of the qnsstlon, and unless by a revolution it be establlebed 
upon the ruin of the two otheni» it will never possess iniiaenee snflkient to htdd 
tiie balance between them." 

The reference in the dosiog lines of the above letter is to John Adams's D» 
fence of tlie American Constitutions, London, 3 vols. 1787t 17881 Sse LUS and 
Works of John Adams, vols, ir.-vi. 

> " The Vision," a poem by J. Q. Adams in " Poems of Religion and Society * 
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lOtb. From tliA divert intorraptioiis wUdk we met with in the 
ooune of the dej, we dU bnl little at the office. We met this evming 

at Fickman's chamber. He has joined us, and h re;;:u1arly with as. 
Stacf'V likewise pafls'd the evening with us, ami Mr. W. F.irnliuin, I 
agreed to go with rickman to Haverhill to-morrow. From theDCO I 
intend in tbe bcgiuning of the next week to proceed to Cambridge 
attend at tlie ezhilntion there j and dien go to Bnuntiee and spend a 
Uw days. And I thai! probably meet my bcothen diere. I have 
BometimeB intended to wait for my lather's arrival befim I should go 
that way ; but it is almost six months since I saw my friends in Cam- 
bridge, Braintrce, &c., wlilch makes mo somewhat impatient; and, if I 
wait for my father, I know not whether 1 shall go iu one month or two. 
As I bave been so little absent throogb tbe winter, I may venture now 
to indulge myself for a fortnight 

11th. I set out with Pickman this momiog at about nine o'clock. 
The weather was clear though rather windy ; before twelve we arrived 
at Haverhill. I went immediately to Mr. Shaw's, and i'ickman went 
to the tavern to meet a carriage which he expected from Sslem ; but 
very onfortonately be fimnd the carriage bad past through tbe town, 
not more than a quarter of an hour before he got there. Such die- 
appointments arc peculiarly teaming to lovers, and arc felt perhaps 
more keenly than greater misfortunes.^ After dinner 1 went down to 
Mr. White's, and was sorry to find that Leonard was gone to Ham- 
stead with his mother. I call'd likewise at Mr. Thsztsr^s, but be was 
not at home. I sat belf an hour with Mrs. Thazter, who has met with 
U misfortune and been very unwell ibr some time past I thence 
went up to Judge Sargeant's to pay a visit there; and I found 5Ir. 
Tliaxtcr with him. T returned soon and drank tea at Mr. Thaxter'Sy 
and suou after went back to Mr Shaw's. 

12th. In tbe forenoon I went down and spent a eonple of bonrs 
with Mr Tbaxter ; the r^t <^ the day I employed in reading upon 
several subjects. I took up Iludibras in the afternoon, and diverted 
myself with it for an hour or two. 

13[1j. At:( nded meeting ail day. Diued at INIr. Thait^ir's with Mr. 
J. Duncan. And iu the afternoon after service, we took a long walk. 
When we retnm'd to Mr. Thaxter*s we found Mr. Bertlett and bi* wife 
and Leonard White there. Mr. Parsons came in so<ni after. He is 
going to attend tbe Supreme Court who will sit this week at Concord. 
The conversation poon turned upon political subjects ; I knew we should 
have over again what I have heard twenty times; and therefore I took 
a walk with Leonard White ; and weut home between nine and ten in 
tbe evening. 

> AysarsndahsIfUtsrPldmisa manisd Aastlss Derby, daughtsrol XUss 
H.X)eihy,thenMstsndnsntm8Khsnt hi Salsm. 
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14th. I met with several impediments in tho manang so Omt U ww 

eleven o'clodc before I cross'd the river. The weather was very good, 
but growing cloudy. I got to Doctor KittprMge'a* house at Andover, 
befure one. I stop'd to see my classmate W. Abbot,' and dined there. 
Bowman and Wyeth ' were likewise there. I would b»j something of 
Mra. Kitterk^ Irat it would be now a veiy Improper time to give an 
account of sncih imprassions. I left the house before three; and soon 
after it b«'jjan to rain, and continued without intermission until) I arrived 
at Cambridge J I got there at about six. I rode ei;;ht or ten miles 
with an Alm&bury man who is going to Concord Court upon business. 
Hr. ParwyiM ii engaged in liie cause, and the man had a deal to lay 
ahoot lawyers. I fotiod mj brothers at oar old dmrnfaer ; and after 
sitting with them half an hour went over, and pass'd the remainder of 
the evening with Packard. I found Cushman at his chamber, and we 
spent the eve very sociably. Clarke had been ri-linij in the rain, as well 
as myself the greatest part of the day. lie came irom Harvard, vvlu ro 
be went to aooompany Gn>s?enor, who went home very nek a few days 
ago. Cnshman * is apprehensive that he will not be able to obtmn his 

1 Dr. Thomas Kittredge, about forty years of age, served as surgeon of the 
First Haaaaehnactts Begiaient In tlie R«vdtttioa«i7 War; cleetad this year (1788) 

whh Willinni 8ymniea(aee ■./ ■ .• ji 'S) to the Massachusetts Cunventinn ; voted 
against the ratification of the Comttitution of the United .States; m02-ltiOU, Ibll, 
1815, 1817, represonted Andover in the Legialatwv; 1810-1811 on (he Govemor'f 
Conncil ; died 15^1H. His new mansion, built in 17B4, wng the finest in N .rtli An- 
dover ; still standing (1880). 8. Lw Bailey, Hist Sketcb«a of Andover, pp. 157- 
168. Abbot, a elaaainate of 3. Q. Adams, was a student in hia olBee. 

* " Williani Lovt'joy Abbot was tweiity-oiie January 18th. Hf belongs to An- 
dover, and ia tiie head of our class. He purposes studying Thysic. A very steady 
sober lad, he appears fond of bein^; thought a dry humourous felloir, and lias ao- 
quired a gn .-tt conimand of hl« counten»nce. His wit would not please in the 
mouth of any other person ; but iiis manner of producing it seldom failaof raising 
flie lauffh. He is a very good speaker, o«<pecially such pieces as COnceat the 
features of niirdi umliT t!ic mask of gravity." J. Q. A'iHms, ilinry, August 26, 
1780. Bom in Andover, January 18, 176&; died April, 17i^; a physician ia 
BaverhilL 

* Nathaniel Bowman (H. C. 1780) and Tapley Wyeth (II. C 1788) w«r« later 
physicians — the one at Qorham. Me.; the other at Sherburne, Mass. 

* "Joshua Cusbnian of Bridgwater will be twenty-three the 11th of next 
month. Poverty appears to be his greatest enemy ; she opposes his progress, and 
he has a very great struggle with her to go through College. For genius he is 
neither at the Zenith nor at the Nadir; but somewhere aliout half way between. 
For improvements, lw hat made as many perhaps as his circumstances would 
allow him. In compo^jtinn, nn ri'lmiration of tK antlfiil periods and cloufnnt ex- 
pression have taken from the; natural bistc for that siniplicity in which alone true 
beauty and degance consist. Ills conversation sometimes degenerates intu bom- 
bast; to express that he wants a plass of water he will say, that within the cfin- 
care excavation of his body, there arc certain cylindric tuhi^s which rc'iuire to be 
rsplcoislied from the limpid fountain or the meandering rivulet. In the publie 
•lerdoM of eompositioa* his greatest fault is prolixity. He will wfile two slieels 
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degree before next Commeucemeut. Tie tells me lie has not yet 
preached, as had been reported. Ciiild/ Kelloprg' and Mead^ are, he 
aajt, the oqIj ckwtnateB of oan wbo have vet uppesred in the pulpit, 
15th. The wwther was quite Agreeable for exhibllioii ; in oonse- 
qaenoe of whieh there was but little eompany. Phillips began the 
performances with a Latin Oration. His sulject was General Washijig- 
ton ; a subject which most be iDexhaustiUu or it would long fimvc have 
been exhausted. lie spoke welL Treadwell and Gardner next came 
upon the stage, in e foreiwc dispala^on. Their queaeion was something 
like this, — Whether mankind have any natural right to autliority over 
one another. They quibbled about words and said on mithcr side 
much to the purptjse. Treadwell, however, did better than 1 expected 
of him. Ill the syllogistic disjxitu CuiJs * was respondent, Blake 2 and 

of paper full for a forensic while scared/ anjr other of the class will scarceljr flU 
half one. He b however ettcened hy the cbm in general an amiable ehar* 

actor, if not as an uncommon Keiiiiis." J. Q. A'irinis, March 2M, 1787. Cushman 
settled in Winslow,Me.; was a lieprcaeatative and Senator ia the MacsachuKtte 
Legislatore, 1800-1811; a memher of Congress, 1810-1826; died in Aagutta, 

January, 18o4. 

^ Appar<;Dt(]r Child decided that preaching was not hh rocatioo, and became a 
physician and apodaocary in nortliera New York. J. Q. Adams wrote of him, 
March 17, 1787: "As a scholar he is not remarkable; and although he has en- 
deavoured more than once to display hia genios bj declaiming bis own com|i08itif>n, 
jet the most common opinion is, tibM he baa not socceeded. IKvinit/ will be bis 
profession, and be has already acqwred a niaieterfal caoti which is loch an 
enential qunlitj to a preacher." 

s 8amuel Kellogg, pastor at Hebron, Conn., 1788-1798 ; died at East Hartford 
hi 1820. 

• " Samuel Mead, of Harvard, Worcester Co., will be twenty-flve the 30th of 
this month. Ilia oratorical and scholastic talents are not remarkable un eilher 
side ; he has a coomand of hit countenanoe^ which gives him a great advantage 
in declaiming huniorotw pieces. lie is an exceedingly kin.l neighbour, and I 
liave lived In tlie chamber adjoining his, upon very friendly lerms, this year ; 
bat his politeness, I fear, goes too litt, for h appears to me, he is always of the 
same optniou with his company however f>pp^'«Mo tluit may be at different times. 
He has Lveii been accused of hypocrisy ; tins ciiargc however, I hope, ia entirely 
without foundatton, and I have tio reason to doubt of his honour or of his sin- 
cerity. The prento't Ipfect wliii h I have ohgerved in liim, has been a jealousy 
and suspicion of wnat others have aaid of liim. This circumstance has set him 
at TaiiiDOe with several of his dassmatei ; aad has probably been the caoseof 
those reports which have been cprcnri, injurious to his honour." J. Q. Adams, 
diary. May 18, 1787. Born May SO, 17G2, at Harvard ; pastor at Alstead, N. H., 
Jaaaary 16, 1791, to April 28, 1797; resigned because of a change in hii theologi* 
Cal beliefs to the T-rtarian faith; married Estlior Snrtwell Crafts, a well-to-do 
widow ; died in Walpolc, N. U., March, 1832. G. Aldrich, Walpole as it was and 
as it is. pp. 827, 828. 

* Chnrlea Cutis (IT C. 1789), Secretary of the Senate of the United States 
during the administration of I'resident Monroe. Born January 31, 1709; atndted 
law with Judge Phdtertogi Speifter oTtbe lower hovse of the Bew Hampshiva 
Legislaturo in im ; U. 8. Senator Secretaiy of the Senate 1814- 
182d ; died January 25, 181Q» in Fairfax County, Ya. 
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Wiggleswortli opponent**. I have forgotteu ibe quesiioa aiwa which 
the/ exerciced their ingenuity. Bradbury aud Hooper personated Plato 
And Diogenei, in * dialogue upon ihe oondoot of oonrtim: the onlj 
hali tbat eonld be fonnd was that Hooper's delicacy of person and neat- 
ness of dress contrasted rather too much with our ideas of Diogenes, and 
indeed with what he said in that character. Paine and Sliaw spoke 
a Greeii. dialogue in which I did not feel myself greatly interested ; aud 
Abbot* closed with an English Oration upon the slave-trade. The 
oompoaitiott waa verj good, and it was well apolcen, thongh cIm nataral 
disadvantage of a weak voice iujnred the effect of his ddivety. I do 
not recollect having heard any performances upon this suliject at 
College, and it will afford a fruitful source for declamation. The 
Governor then arose and made a speech addressed to the students, in 
which he oongratolated them npcm their profldene^, and exhorted them 
to go on in the ways of well^doiDg. The mtuio which aaooeeded was 
bat indifferent. They had no violin ; and Fay, tbdr best perfoimer^ 
was unwell, and dlil not attend. After the exhibition was over I went 
down to JufliiP TVina's, and dined in company with a number of ladies. 
Stedmau and iiurns, the butler, dined there too. There was a Miss 
Patten from Rhode Island. Almy Ellery is fond of her, and I will 
trust to her jadgment ; bat was it not for that I shoald not be nmch pre- 
possessed in the lady's favour. She is very tall, very young, and veiy 
diffident. Miss Bad^xcr I have seen before ; but there are three or 
fonr Miss Clarkes, - of whom I have heard much said, aud whom I this 
day saw for the Crst time. They are all agreeable ; and none of them 
hwidsome : Patty is the meet comely, me judice. After dinner I called 
at Dr. Wig»lesworth's, but the young ladies were gone over to the 
College, to drink tea. We went to Phillips's chamber. It was full of 
company. Between 5evea and eight we wont to Brown's rooms, and 
danced till between twelve and one. I wa^ completely fatigued, and 
glad that the company then disperse I pass'd the eveoing very agree- 
ably ; and, afker breakitig op, went wiUi my dassmate Foster, and 
lod^r'd at my brother's chamber; where by priority of possession I still 
claim a right. 

16ih. Breakfasted at Judge Dana's. Poctor Waterhouse ' came in 

> Bn^amfai Abbot (H. C. 1788), won of Ctptthi John Abbot; bom September 

17, 1762, in Andover ; marrieil, in 17!>I, Hannah Tracy Emery, of N<nvburyport 
(see nprtf, p. 46) ; was principal of PhiUips Exeter Academy for &ity years i 
died 1849. Abid Abbot, Hegiater of the Abbot Family, pp. 4, 6. 

' Daughters of the Rev. Jonas Ciarke, of Lexington ; see lupra, p. 27, note 4. 
'*FatQr " married Rer. William Harris, afterward President of Colombia CoUfge. 
Httdsoo, Hist, of I^xington, Oen. Register, pp. 4S-46. 

* Benjamin Waterhouse (ILD. Lejrdeo, \7&)), a lifelong frien J of John Adami 
and hit son, Hersey Profe«sor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine at Harvard 
(17a3-1812). See letter oi John AU&ai« to Dr. Wat«rhouM dated AprU 24, 
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and entertain erl m for "ome time with his qnaint wit T paid several 
visits in tlj^: course ot the forenoon ; passM a couj)le of hours verv a^^reo- 
ahly with Mm Wiggles worLh aud Aliaii Joues — tho hitter of Uiei>e two 

ladiM, ia finmier timei, wu not with me npon so good terms as at 
present. I Uioaght her GaprioioDS and ill-natured ; bat of late she has 
been much better. I once wroto a di^uble acrostic for her, neither part 
of which was true. As I did not insert tliem at t)io time T will 
DOW introduce ouo of them; for the contrast is false aud unjusU I went 
to see Mr. Smith, the librariaD, and also to Mr. Grannett's/ where Miss 
Locj Cnmdi * has been these two months past. The young loTers went 
home this forenoon with the Miss Clarkes; and Mr. Andrews did not 
get back till we had nu rirly diued. Immediately after dinner T mounted 
my horse; and got to Mr. Crunch's, between six and seven. My aunt, 
I found, was gone to Cambridge for Lucy, and expects to return with 
her to-morrow. I fonnd mj friends well except W. Gkandit who has 
been vwy nnwelli bat is reooverlng. . . . 

17th. Fast day. In the forenoon I remained at homeland spent my 
time in writinf; and reading- Tn the afternoon I heard Parson Wibird. 
l^Irs. Crane]! and Miss Lnrv carnn home this eveuiiiL' ; a person from 
iiu^sLuu bruughl us some iuticr;i wbicii came from iuurupe. Luiiaiiaa 

1786, recommending "your old acquaintance [at Leyden] John Quincy Adams'* 
to his " attention aad favor " on entering UarTard. John Adams, Works, vol. is. 
pp. 530, 531, vol. tiL p. 209 ; J. Q. Adams, Memoirs, vol. vli. pp. 14, 15, 230; voL 
viii. p. 546 ; voL is. p. 4 ; also letter from Dr. Waterbmise 10 J. Q. Adanw in FToe. 

Mass. Hist. Soc, 2d series, vol. xv. pp. 460-4(J2. 

I Caleb Gannett (H. C. 1763), steward of ihe collef^e 1779-1818; bom in Bridge- 
water ; pastor in Nova Scotia 176S-1771 ; identified with Harvard from 1773 till 
his death as tutor, fellow, or steward ; one of the projectors of tlie American 
Aeademy of Arts and Sciences ; a member of the Massachasetts Historical 
Society. See 2 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. viii. pp. 277-285. 

* Lucy Cranch, cousin of J. Q. Ailams, daughter of Richard Cranch ; bom 
September 16, 1707; married, April 4, 1795, John Greenleaf, a blind musician, 
son of Wiili.iin ( ireenleaf, of Boston ; resided in Qoincy ; died FSbmsiy 18^ 19M. 
J. E. Greenleaf, Ge?)i'f»li)vry of the Groptilf it" Finiily, p. 217. 

* Among them was the following clmracieriistiu letter from his father: — 

OaotnaiNi B«vaai, Jan. 33, VtSt, 

Hv DBAS Jomr,— I aoi much pleased with yowr oration sod roneh oUlfed to 

ynii for it. I* Fci ms to me, makiiijj allowntice for a fnther's nurti.intv, fr> full 
ot manly sen&e aud spirit. By the sentimeatH and priuciplcii in ttiat oration, 
I hope you will live and die, and if you do I dont eaie a fiurtbing how muMf aie 
preferred to you, for style, elegance and mellifluence. 

To Yattel and Burlamaqui, whom you say you have read, you must add 
Qfottiu and PuCTendotf mnd HeliMcdas, and besides this you should have some 
voltirrp of Ethicks constantly on your table. Momis, my boy, Morula slioiilfl 
be, as they are eternal in their nature, the everUwting object of your pursuit. 
Socrates and Plato, Cloero and Seneoa. Batlcr and Hatchioson, as wdl as the 
Pro()lic't9, EvanjTclists and Apostles, shouM be your continual teachers. 

liut let me advise you ia another art, I mean oratory, not to content yourself 
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was to sail about the first of this month, which wilt probably be ex- 
tended to tile fifteeuiii. iiy this time, X suppose, my frieuda will be 
at tea. 

18tk A oold north-east atom oonflned ns to the house all daj. 
I read a lew pages in one of Gilberts treatises, and wrote a little like- 
wise. The time hoTvcver was spent wirhont much iraproveroent. 
Doctor Tufts was over here yesterday, and this day be was atteoding 
upon Miss Quincy, who has been very Ul in oonsequenoe of making 
« mistake in takbg medidne, by swaltowing salt petre instead oi salts. 

19 th. The weather has been rather better this day than it was yes- 
terday. I went with both my brothers on n sli noting party, an amuse- 
ment which I follow nowhere except at llraintree, though there could 
not perhaps be a more miserable place for sport. Dined with W. 
Cranck and my brothers at Dr. Tuifts's in Weymouth ; and saw Mrs. 
Tufts * for the first time since her marrisge. t4i8t fall the was at New- 
bury-Port, when Mr. Odiorne was married ; and at that Ume bad no 
thoughts, or at least no expectation, of changing her situr^tio!! soon. 
But Mr. Tufts, who had always been remarkably backward m affairs 
of this nature, was e<|ually expeditious when he wait once engaged. 
He conld not even widt till he had got an honse ready ; bat mar- 
ried immediately and Uvea iot the present with his lather. We re- 
tnrn'd, 60 as to get home just before dark. 

20ih. I pass'd the forenoon at homo in writinj;;. In the afternoon, 
I attended meeting and heard Mr. ibird. After meeting, 1 went 
down to view the house,' which they are repairing for my father. 

with Blair and ShnidBa, bat fa» rsad Cioero and Qoiatflian,— tad to i«ad thtm 
with a dictionarT', grammar and pen and ink, for Juveiial la rvtf tight 

Stadium sine Calamo Somniura. 

Fretmrve joar Latin and Greek like the apple of your eye. 

When 70tt attend the Saperior Court, carry alwaya your pen and Ink and 
paper and take notes of every dictum, every point and every authority. But 
remember to show the same respect to the Judges and lawjers wiio are estab* 
lished in practice before you, a« you resolved to show the Fiedden^ tutors pro* 
feasors, and masters and batcheiora at CoUedge. 

Mr Parsons, your master, is a |tr«at lawyer and should be your oracle. 

But you have now an intercourse with hia clients, whom it is your duty to 
treat with kindneaa, modesty and civility, and to whose rights and interests you 
ought to liave an inviolable attachment Mr. Panoos's honour, reputation and 
interest should be as dear to you as your own. 

I hope to see yon in Ibj, — Metntfant I tm wittt the ttndsrest aftcctioo your 
Xltthcr. JoBK Anaiis. 

1 See supra, p. 43, note 0. 
' Tliia yr&§ the honst of Leonard VaaaaU, • West India planter, which, after 
tlu Tli volution, had been --.fqucslrated as Tory property. It was built in 17"1, 
and Mr. Adams boagln u m 1785. The Vassalls were genteel peupk, and rigid 
Bpiseopaliant. . . . The house in Quincy was used as a summer resort, and stUl 
contains one room [tho yinrh pRupled frnra floor to rilinrr in solid St. Dominpro 
mahogany. Originally a small dwelling, it iuubeen adUcd to." Here John Adams 
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I was not perfectly pleased witli it ; but it now appears in a yery 
unfavourable ii^^it. Thuy are oblij^ed to make tho most nt'cessary re- 
pairs very hastily, expeciiug my father in a few weekh. I am lu liopes 
that after my parents return, this place will be more Ut^j and agree- 
able to me than it U ftt present. I think I shall never make it the 
standing place of my residence ; ^ but I sball wish to pass modi of my 
time here, and hoix! the cliauge may be for tlio better. 

21$u We were agaiu confiued ail day to the house by the bad- 
ness of the weather. Mr. Cranchi however, went to Boston. I find, 
as I always have found, great inoooTienoes in writing here, and in- 
deed there are no small iuoonviences in thinking. I wrote, however, 
a little, and reatl a few pages in Gilbert's treatise of KvIJeuce,- it being 
a law book. W. Crancb is reading Bacon,' but makes no great prog- 
ress in it at Braiutree. It is a book which many instructors recom- 
mend to be read through in course; but Mr. Parsons aays it is eslcnlated 
only to make matter of fiiet lawyers; men, wbo^ without knowing the 
trao principles upon which the science is grounded, or the reasoning by 
which it is supported, will be confined in their knowledge to ita lex 
scripta est, and will be inonpable of ap[)lyiiig the prim-is^li's to new cases, 
or to circumstances dillereni from such as have already taken place. 

22d. I took a ride in the forenoon with W. Craaeh. Mr. Craacfa 
came home from Boston, and brought young Waters with him. Mr. 
TVeld, with his wife m: i !ier eister, passed the afternoon here; and when 
I retiim'd from my father's library, where I went to take a li^t of his 
law-books, I found Mr. Norton * here. He has some thoughts of going 
to Menotomy to-morrow, to Mr. Fiske's ' ordination ; and made this 

and hU wife spent their latter days and " celebrated their golden wedding, 
and here too, msrveloiM to relate, was celebrated the golden wedding of their 

sun John Quincy Adani'*. nnd tliat of their graud»on, Charles Francis A-lams " 
D. M. WiUoD, " Wtiere American Indepeodeoce Began," pp. d8, 99. Thi» Uiok 
eontaina sevend views of the home and many portndtt. The hoose Is still In the 
possc«sion of the Adatns f-milv. and is now (1W2) occupied aa a BUtnmcr n-^l- 
denve by Mr. Brooks Adams, bee also Three Episodes of Manachosetts Hit- 
toiy, vol. il. p. 6Sl. 

* It resulted otherwise. ?cc Memoirs of J. Q. Adtims, rnl vii. pp. 130, 160. 

3 Treatise on Evidence, by Sir Geoffrey Gilbert, chief Baron of the Exchequer* 
had been published a quarter of a oentvry; llrst edition 17V1. 

' The 15lenients of the Common Lavv, by Sir Francis Bacon, was first pub- 
lished in 1030^ and had been in ose as a text^book for one hundred and fifty 
yoers. 

* Rev. Jacob Norton (H. C. 1786). born \n Abinjjton February 12, 1764; sott 
of Saniuel and grandson of Captain John Norton; ordainrd at Weymouth 
October 10, 1787 ; married Bilabeth Craneii Tebmary 11, 1789 ; pastor at Wey- 
mouth 1787-1824; died at Billerica January 17, \^'>^; "a tali, erect, ipsfS lllaa 
of dignified appearance." Nash, Sketch of Wejmoutb* pp. lid, 171. 

* Bev. Thaddena FfsVe (R. C. 1786), bom tn Weston June SS, 1702 ; pastor 
at Menotomy (now Arlington) 1788-1828; murried June 17, 1789, Lucy, daughter 
of Rev. Jonas Clarke, of Lexington ; died in Charlestown Noremher 14* 
Cotter, Hist, of Arliugtuo, pp. HO-^t^ 
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a stawe on his way. He Is payin<»hig addresses to Miss Betsey Cranch, 
aud will, I 8uppo6e, marrj her, uuless some particular amdetit »hould 
intervene. He was eidaioed last &U at Wejmonth, in the parish where 
my grandfather Smith was settled ; and be is said to be a yonog man 

<lf good sense and a good disposition. 

'2'^ ]. The weather was so disagreeable that ^Ir. Norton gave up the 
thoughts of going to Menotomy, aud return'd to Weymouth. It has 
been very dull a great part of this month. March was much more 
agreeable. My brothers, however, went over to Milton in the afternoon. 
I intended when I came here to have returned yesterday to Cambridge ; 
but I have deff rr'd it, and sliall probably still defer it till Friday. On 
Saturday, I must certainly get home to Newburv-Port ; where by luy 
diligence 1 must repair the loss of lime which I iiavo su^itaiucd iu this 
town. 

24th. Ciuurles went to Boston this morning, and faronght me back 
some letters from Europe. I went in the forenoon with Miss Betsey 
Cranch down to Mrs. Quincy's, where she intends to sptnid a few days ; 
but I did not sec either of the ladies there. Miss Quincy has in some 
measure recovered from the illness occaiiiuued by a mistake ia taking a 
medidne. I spent my time this day, as I liave every day dnoe I eame 
here, somewhat misodlaneonsly. 

25th. I left Braintree between nine and ten, and stopp'd about half 
an hour at Gcnl. Warren's. He was jjone to PIvtnonth, but BIrs. War- 
reu was at houie. The Genl's political character has undergone of late 
a great alteration. Among all those who were formerly his friends 
he is extremely unpopular; while the insurgent and antifederal party 
(for it is but one) consider him in a manner as their head, and have 
given him at this election many votes for lieutenant governor. ^Fr^. 
Warren complained that he had b<>«'n abused shamefully, and very uu- 
deservediy j but she thought mu ujo federal to talk freely with me. 
I ealled Hsr a few minatea at George's ti&iM, wfaieh he has lately 
opened. I got to Cambridge a little before one, and called at the 
butler's room, where I found Mr. Ware aud Packard. Dined at Judge 
Dana's. Miss Jones was there, and agreeable as usual. In the af'tor- 
noon I went to Dr. Williams's. Sum has been gone about two mouths 
to sea. Jenny is still losing her beauty and will soon have none to lo»e. 
I was M Abbot's cbamber an boor or two, and retnm'd to Mr. 
Dana's with Packard to tea. Stedman and Harris, and my very good 
friend and classmate, O. Fiske, pass'd the evening there ; and it was 
uncommonly sociable. I had promispd Pickman to meet him this 
day in Salem, but was prevented by the weather, a.<i it raiu'd all the 
afternoon. I forgot to mention that my classmate Harris ^ dined with 

1 A lifelong friend of J. Q. Adams; pastor of the First Unitarian Church, 
Dorehciter, Msss., for nearly hslC a osntury. J. Q. Adsms wrote of Urn April 9^ 
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us at Jadge Dana's. He came a day or two ago from Worcester, where 
he is now kf'«'pin£^ school. It w^<? feared that he was in adeclin6| but 
I thiuk he looks better than he did wlieu we luft College. 

26th. Betweea five and six this moruiug, 1 left the Judge's hoDse 
with Mr. Andrews, who is goiug to preadi at Newbaiy^Port. W« 
stopp'd at the Colleges, to take their letters, but th^ bad not rn&n. 
The clock stmck six as we went out of the College jard. We break- 
fasted at Newell's tavern,* and sjot into S;ilem at about ten o'clock. I 
paid a visit to Mr. Ilead ; he is goiug to bo married, aud to a joun^ 
lady with a large fortuueiy which is rather surprizing. I met Pick- 
nuui ill the atreet, aod went home with him. After aittiog a few mln- 
iitet we walk'd abont the town; I went to sec Hiss Haien, who 
appears jusit as she did two years ago. Diued with Pickman, and at 
about two o'cloi'k Andrews called me, to proceed. The weather was 
so wiady, and the surf so great that we bad some little Uiihculty in 
getting over Beverlej feny.* We arrived in Newbrnj-Port at abont 
MTen. I went and pan'd a eoaple of hour* with Fkitaam. I then 
came home, and toon letired, a* I was ezeeedingly Untuned and felt 
Tory sUff. 

27th. I attended meeting all day, and heard Mr. Audrews. He 

1787: " TliJuMo'i'* Miwnn Harris of MaMen, Miildlesox, will hp ninote<'n the 
7th of next July. As & scholar he i« respectable, and liis naturni Hbiiiiies 
are far from contemptible ; he has a taste for poetry and painting which waota 
CnltivAtion, aiil a bt-nerolent heart which wants jnripmpnt to dirct it lie has 
a great share of sensibUitj, which liaA led him into au cxcessivf tondtiess for 
pathetic oomposttton ; so that all bis exercises appear to be attempts to roase 
the pRssiriTin, though frequently the subject itself will not admit of passion. 
His speaking is injured bjr the same fault; for ia endeavouring to call up the 
affections of hit hnHvii, he mns Into a canting manner, which dbgosts Instead 
of plea^o'nK'. This failinfif is how(>vor amiable, because it proceeds from tho 
warmth of his heart. Uis disposition I beliere to be very good, and if the 
pictnie is a little shaded hy vanity, a MUe so milTenal ongbt to meet always 
with onr indulgence. His constitution is feeble, and his circumstances am 
penurious, but bis spirit is mdependeot, and bis mind is cheerful." Octolicr 
1789, Samuel Pnmam wrote from Newbnryport to J. Q. Adnmi in Braintrse: 
"Our frioo'l nnd cln^^^rnirc Harris preuch't Itcrp t''C' Stin-liy afti'- A'-ilmy.s'g 
return. Ue was very ingenious, but his voice was very low. Jlis umuner is 
•olemn. On the whole be has Improved snrpristngly. He went to our elab and 
appeared at least to be aa happy as any of us." 

> Newell's inn, the most ancient Uvem in Lynn and one of the most cele* 
brated in the eonntry. Ktuated at the midway point on the road from Boston to 
Ralem, in a picturesque cpot above tlie Saugus I*.iver within ilfrht of the sun, kept 
by a long soooMsion of hospitable landlords, it had been the favorite resting- 
ptaee of travenert to the entward from Boston for over a oenmry, and eonthmed 
so until the new turnpike from Salem to Boston was opened in 180.1, and di- 
verted travel from the old road. From Governors Bradstreet and Endicott to 
Presidents Washlnfrton and Adams, it eoented among its guesm meet eC I3a» 
prominent men of the time. 

• live months later thej conld have crossed on the Essex Bridge. 

17 
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gpeaks very well, anrl hh composition was, I believe, jrenenilly pleading. 
I Bomptiraes think that ho mistakes his genius, and imagines that his 
faucy lA lively and bis first thoughts the best ; while iu truth bis con* 
eoption h iMtiirally Blow, vnd he ought to stody greatly bit writiiigi. 
Ho WM this dfty very brillieot in hk ezpteiMOiu end flowery in ld» 
periodSf but bis thoughts were rather too much in the oommou run, end 
thi^ fault I have frequeutly observed in his piecos. In the b(»g^nning 
of tlie evening, I called at Mr. Tufts's, to give inm a watch which I 
brought for him. I spent the remaiader of the eveoing, and supp'd at 
Deeoon Th<mip«ni*8. Welk'd with Vlr. Andrew* up to Hn. Fernham's, 
where he lodges ; be proposes to return to^norrow to Oembridge. 

28th. Dull weather. Wind north-east. It began to raiu a little 
after noon, and continued all the rest of the dny. I pass'd the evening 
at Dr. Swett's. We play'd whist, and I wa3 somewhat uufortuuate. 
Little came home and lodg'd with me ; the weather being so bad that 
he eonld not eooTeniently go to Newbury. 

29th. The weetber this day was tolerable. I went in the eveoieg 
with Thompson to Captain Coombs's, where we found the young 
ladies. Polly Coombs is very sick; they fear in a a>QsumpLioa. 
^'ancy Jenkins too has been unwell, and still looks thin. Mr. Farnham 
and J. Gteeideef were diere i and Mr* Cndw. We had ^ging as ommL 

30th. Very agreeable weather. After we had done at the oflloe^ I 
took a long walk with Thompson. We then went to Mrs. Emery*!, 
where we found Miss Roberts. We there pass'd a couple of hours, 
and from thence went to Mr. Frazier's. We found ourselves in ifia 
midst of a large company of young folks. All the College lads, and 
all the yoang miaiea of diat eett. We pest about an boor with then^ 
and then without much relnetanee left dieni. 

Thursday, May 1st, 1788. 

Pickraan returned this afternoon from Salera. The Club were in 
the eveuing at my room. Young Fowle,' Thompson's poetical clasa- 
matCi spent the evening with us. Pickman weut off quite early. He 
attended a ball in Salem last OTeoiogf and what with the fiatigue of 
dandiig, and that of riding thia day, he waa tired out. 

Sd. After passing the day at the office, I strolFd with Fiekman as 
Cir as Sawyer's tavern, where we stopp'd and took a dish of tea. When 
we set cut tn return there was a little spriukling of rain, which wo 
thought was nut sulTicient to stay our progress ; but it kept continually 
in cpo ai ing till it became quite a smart rain, and by that tine we were so 
much soak'd that we oooelnded the sooner we should get home would 

1 Robert Fewie (H. C. 17W),boni la Vewbnryport Aegmt 81, 1766; erdataed 

to the prii sthooil of theEpiacofil rhurch at Portsaioiith,K.H>, III 1701; "*''**f!Tr 
at UolderoeM, N. 11. ; died there October* 1817. 
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be the better. As moo as I got borne I was obligcil to change from 
head to foot. Pickman said it was one of tlif nL'reuahle rubs of life. 

Sd. I this day got tlirouijh the 4Lh volume of Illacksloue's Com- 
mentaries a secoiiU time, and 1 imagine I have derived no less beut^fit 
ftem a aeooucl penwd than I did from tbe first I bavo been longw 
about it than I wish'd ; but the interruption of an whole fortnight by 
a jonmej prolonged the time which I took for reading this book, 
greatly. In the evening I took a long walk with Pickman and 
Thompson, and as we were returning, we met Mr. Andrews, who was 
coming from Cambridge. Nothing new. Dull weather. 

4tb. I beard Mr, Andrewa preacb ; bia aemiona wett bodi wvrj 
abort, but better, I thhik, than tboae be delivered laat Siuiday. His text 
was "If they believe not Mosos and the prophets, neither would they 
be persuaded though one rose from the dead." Pickmnn observed that 
there was a sermon of Archbishop Tillotson,^ from the same text, 
and the ahnilarity ia ancb aa provea that Mr. Andrewa had raad it* 
tboogh not 80 great aa to eharge him with plagiariam. HoweTer, tbe 
pt>o|)!o in this town are so bigotted that a man of Mr. Andrewa'a 
lilii ! religious sentiments will not bo half so [>opular a preacher as 
one who would rant and rave and talk nonsense for an hour together 
in his sermon. I wrote a long letter to my brother Turn, which I 
gave to Mr. Andrewa, with whom I paaa'd tbe evening at Mr. Brad* 
bury's. Dr. Sawyer and Mr. Farnhani were likewise there. Parson 
Carey is still very unwell, insomuch that there are but little hopes of 
bis ever recovering so as to attend constantly to the duties of his pro- 
fession. Mr. Andrews is engaged to supply our pulpit three Sundays 
more. After wbiob he i« nnder other engagements till Commencement. 

5th. I b^n this morning at the office npon Foater'a Grown Law,* 
a book admirably written, I am told, and notwithstanding the barren- 
ness of the subject entertaining as it is instructive. I pas-^'d an 
hour in the beginninjr of the evening at Mrs. IIoof)er'8 and then went 
with Thompson to Mr. 8. Hoopers. Miss Roberts was there; I think 
I have already mentioned ttia lady : abe ia nnoommonly aenaible, and 
if abe baa not the advantagea of youth and beauty, neither ia ahe 
ehai^geable with ite thonghtlessneas and nonsence. Mr. Hooper, aa 
nsual, talk'd rather more of himieli than of any body or any thing 
else; but was very complaisant. 

Cth. In the be^nning of the evening, I took a walk with Pick- 
man, up to Mrs. Atkina'a. We fonnd only tbe old lady at home ; and 

1 Sermon preached by Archbishop Tillotson at Whitehall, 1678. Sermons 
oa several Subjects and Occasions by the most Ucvercnd Dr. John TiUotioii, 
Late Archbisliop of Canterbury (London, 1748), vol. vii. p. 332. 

9 Discourses upon a Few Branches of the Crown Law by Sir Michael Foster 
had been in use by law students for t«anty-slx jmot havbig bam tot pablishad 
hi 1743 aa a pact of a larger work. 
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■be was bo unwell that we supposed cnii)[i:iiiy u iuld not be very 
agreeable to her, and soon came away. We uiei ihompsou just as we 
were oomiug out, ho tnra'd about, and came buck with ns. I hava liuta 
to say. That part of my time whidi U best improTod i« prodoctive of 
nothing which may properly be r^sorded here ; and as these volnnie^ 
or the j^reater part of their contPiitu, are only an accoant of the occur- 
reuces of my idle buurs, they must bo pro(>ortioaably trifling and insig- 
nificant. While I was in College these books were useful, as tht:y 
contained eopiet of all my compoiitiona, which I wished to pr e se r f o ; 
but since I graduated, I have scarcely oompowd any thing, and indeed I 
have been much too negliiienl in that respect; but with so many other 
objects to engross my adention and employ my time, I haTe perbapa 
some excuse. 

7th. The wealhor wae very fine ; I took a long walk in the ofen- 
ing with Thompion and Putnam. Thompson left ns, and went to see 

Parson Spring. Putnam came home, and past the remainder of the 
evfiiiti:^ with me. I have used myself for several days past to rise 
Very early, and should wish to do ro tltronirh the sumtner ; but my 
propeueity to sleep is so great that it in aimuiit always impossible lor 
me to awake to toon as I with. 

8th. The town met this afleroooa to ineke choice of xepresentai- 
tives for the ensuing year, Jona. Greenleaf, Esqr,' Tbeop* Pareone, 
Esqr., Cajitn. W. Coombs and ^fr. Jooan. M«r?h* were the persons 
elected. Wo met in the evening at Putnaui's lodgings. Sta(»y 
desired to join the Club, and was accordingly received. Little did 
Bot come, and, as we began to be impattmt, we sent over to Br. Swetfa 
fbr bim, but they nent us word timt he was gone to be inoculated for 
the small pox. This disorder was introduc^'ii hy a mistake of Dr. 
Smith, in consequence of which a number of persons have been in- 
oculated, and removed to the pest house. Little went without leave 
or licenoe, and b liable to proceention for m doing ; but in hie dp> 
cnmstanoes, I thmk, he wat very ejtcneable in mnning the riak. 

9th. Violent north-east storm, all day. We all dined with Mr* 
Parsoni. Thompson pass'd the erening with me. This atorm givea 

^ J()Ti?i'l.an Greenleaf, bom July, 172.?. in Newbti'v, began life r poor hoy nt 
an apprentice to a ship-builder; married at twenty -ons Mary rresbory, the 
daughter of his employer; carried on the business fn person for over twenty 
yc:irs ; then entered imblic life ami held office nlmost constuntly from ITflS to 
IT^'Z, repressDtiag the town to the LeguUture before, during, aod alter the War 
of the Itovolntlon; was a member of the " Bssex Junto,** and known as "old 
fiilver tDnjjue" from Lis skill in persnailing politicjd opponents; was nn elder in 
the Preabyteriau church ; died May 24, 1807. See liiittories of Ncwburyport ; alto 
J. B. Greenleaf, GeDeslogy of the Qieeolaef Family, pp. 12, 17. 132, 133, 177, 

#05, m. 

' Jonathan Marsh, a member of the first Committee of Safety of the town, 
tepraiented it in the LegUlalure 17dd-17dl, 1799-1806 j died March 1, lb26. 
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me MKDe anxiety, at poaibly CalldwD mmj be noir iipoD the ooeit. 
I would hope however for tha best, 

10th. The strirm cnntitiucd all this dny, and rather with iocreas- 
iog violence, 'ihompson and I again dined with Mr. Pardons. I 
peised the evening with Putnam, et bis lodgiugs. I this day got 
throngb Foater, and have been more pleased than with any profeauonal 
book I have hitherto read; not even Bhiclcstone excepted. The sab* 
ject indeed being the Pleas of the Crown h not so immediately con- 
nected with a young lawyer's practice im many other books ; but as 
Foster always ascends to first principles, bis reasoning may by anal- 
ogy apply to very different bnnehea. The atyte la nervona and ele- 
gant, adtable to the dignity of the author ; and the pride of Tirtae," 
aa he himself expresses it, shines forth in every page of the perfor- 
mance. What increnses greatly the pleafiure with which this l>ook 
is read, is that the writer aj)|)ear8 not only a learned and judicious 
lawyer but an excellent man. l^e encomiums which be justly bestows 
upon Sir Thoa. Abney are said to l>e applicable in a atill more eminent 
manner to htmielf. And after all, ttie virtuea of the heart have a 
greater claim even to onr veneration and esteem than all the splendid 
appendages of geuiua. The compliment which Thompson pays to Pope^ 

For though not avaeterhis own Homer nngi. 
Yet in bis Ufa the mora andeariDg aong,^ 

is more to his honour than the most labonred panegyrie that ever 
was composed, of his talents. I have undertaken to read Mume's 
History of England ^ a'jain. It is almost seven years since I re;ifl it, 
and the connexion of important events in that kingdom has ulmost 
been oUiterated &om my memory* 

llth. I attended meeting to hear Parson Barnard* of Salem. He 
gave us two very excellent lennons; and his prayers were admirable, 
which 13 "oraething very uncommon. I am told indeed that he regu- 
larly coni]>08e8 this part of the service, as well as bis sermons; an 
example worthy of imitation. His address for Mr. Carey was tender 
and affecticHiatB, and the manner in which he spoke it was truly a%Gt> 
ing. ThtNupson and Putnam pasa'd the evening with me. 

1 Thomson, Seasons: Winter. 

s Hume'a History wai written between the rears ITfiS and 1761: fliaflrtt VOl« 
ume, coTering tlie rei|;n« of Jame* I. and Charles was publislwd In 176i; the 

hut two (Juiiua CsMHr to Henry VII.) in 1761. 

• Rev. Tliomiu Barnard (H, C. 1766), pastor of the North Church in Salem 
1778-1814; was descended from a ministerial family — his brother, father, Rrand* 
fntlier, and Kreat-irrnn Uiither bi'intr «ll ministers in Massacliosetts. He was 
bom in Newbury, and his sister was tiie wife of tlie Rev. John Tacker. D.D., of 
the First Parish Chareb of that town. See Rer. Jobn PriiH96^**8enB0ttpr«adlcd 
. . . oa the Death of . . . fiav. Thomas fiamacd/' 1814. 
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12th. I have been quite unwell these two or three days past; m 
disorder r«'< iirs willi which I hare been troubled in the spring, the two 
jears back ; aud it h more incoDveulent this time than it evt^r hus 
j been before* At Ur. Parsooi's recommeudation, I have this daj 
I takeo up Ilawkiiit'e FleM of the Crown.* I thiuk I ehonld not now 
j Lave selected this book, bad it been left at my option. Thie breach of 
tho law will be of no service to me witliiu thei>e seven years, and 
there are many subjects which will be niori; immediately necess^ary. 
I The theories relating to civil actions will surtsly be sufficient to employ 
I all my tune for the remainder of my three years, and I ehall oertainlj 
[ have enough Ideure time afterwarde to acquire a competent knowledge 
. of the criminal law, before I get to the Supreme Court, if I ever do. 
'. However, Mr. Parsons must know better than I what is to be done 
in thin case; and I tlifr»lMrH rheerfully submit to his direotiona. I 
took a long, solitary walk liiis evening, aud then came home aud 
amuied myielf for a half an hour with my flute. 

Idih. I took a walk with Pidtman up to Sawyer's tavern, and 
drank tea there. The evenings are now so abort that it was nine 
o'clock before we got back. Our future proRjM^cts in life were the 
subject of our conversation. The appearance befura him is very fmr, 
— bis father is a man of laige fortune, which although divided among 
eeveral children givei each of them a sum saflioieat for starting for- 
ward. He will now in a few months he ready to enter upon the pro- 
fession; he is payiiin; liis aildrfsses to a young lady whose fortune will 
proliahly be amply Bullicient ; aud from appearances I should judge he 
will be married ere long. Yet even he is anxious for bis future wel- 
fare, and how mudi fpreater reason have I to look forward with ter* 
ror. I have two kng yeart yet before me, which must be wholly 
employed in study, to qualify myself for any thing. I have no fortune 
to expect from any part, and the profession h so much crowded that I 
have uo prospect of Bupporting niy.self by it for several years after I 
begin. Thobu are great cau.-ea of discouragement; but my only hope 
and comfort is that diligence, industry, and health may overcome 
them all. 

14th. I walk'd with Thompson up to Mrs. Atkins's. The old lady is 

gone to lio^'nn to spend a fortnight. Mr. and BIrs. Searle * were there ; 
aud Mr. Atkius came home soon after. Atkins is a man of abilities, 

I TliGPtcAgof the Crown by WaiiMa Hawkins bad been in use for CTsr seventy 

years; Ist edit. 1716. 
• Mn. flearle (Mary RusteU Atkins) was Mn. Atkiui's sldeit daegbter; bom 

1753; married, 177" (Unr^'r Searle, a merchant in Newburjrport; died 18.36 in 
Bottoo. Mrs. Atkius was probably visiting Mrs. Samuel Eliot, ber daughter. 
Catherlae Atkins, bom 1758, married, Maj 14. 1788, Samuel EUo^ a memhant in 

15 lit on, yrnndfatluT rf I'r.'sitl.-nt Eliot of Ilarvard TTriiveiSily. V. B. AtkbU, 
JoMpU Atkins, The btory ol a ITamUy, pp. 72, 73, 7i-^. 
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bat of strong passions ; and, as ho, was cramped in his vonth by his penu- 
rious circutus Lances, his dispusiLiuu wiis suured aud iie ii> now excessively 
irritftUe^ and hit natond iksnkneBs hat d^enerated to the ttnfeeliiig 
UoDtnesB of a cjoie. He haa now the expectaacj ol a conftideraiUe 
fortane, at the decease of an aged relation ; and it is to be hoped that 
when that circumstance takes place, it may soften bis temper and recon- 
cile bim mure to bis feliovr morials. I still continue quite unwell ; it 
has had one good effect at least, that of making me rise early for 
ieveral dayt pasL 

1 0 th . CI ub met this eyenhig at Pickman's — all then bat little^ who 
is golug through the small pox. Mr. Faniham was there; the even- 
ing iv:i'' agreeable. Pickmau left US at half after eight, to call on a 
lady who came this afternoon from bolem. After nine we took a 
walk of ft n^e or two hdott we retired; jest as I got home I met 
a unmher of people who had jaat ooue from the town-home, where, it 
seems, they were entertained with a concert this eveniDg. 

lOrli. Took a walk ailer leaving the olTico, with Thompson and 
Putnam. We were for calling in at Mr. Frazier's, to see the young 
girls, but upon tiie presumption they were not there I would not stop ; 
aeeordiogty we proceeded. Tbompeon left na. Fotnam was very impa* 
dent, bat jast as we had tam'd the oomer into High Street, both Miss 
Fraziers, and Putnam's own Harriet appeared. He was as happy as 
present enjoyment can render any mip. We walk'd with the girls, and 
after conducting them home took our leave. Putnam afterwarfk 
called to see me. He had no idea of meeting the girls, nor did lie 
even saspeet that Harriet ooald he with them. The most exception- 
able part of this young fellow's character ia a afwrit of deoepUoo, a 
disposition to be cuuuiug, even in the most trifling occurrences of life, 
in which a complicated policy would require an appearance of the 
greatest candour and frankness. He is deeply smitten with his liuniet ; 
every looic, and every action affi»d dMnonstiation strong of this. Yet 
lie pfeleiids to deny it. He ia sare to meet her every evramg; and 
yet he bol(|ly declares that it never happens but by accident. Upon 
this subject, it is true, his friends have no right to catechise bim ; but 
he himself leads the way by making declarations which any person of 
common sense, aud any ways conversant with bim, must know to be 
totally repugnant with the troth* We laogh at him for this oooduct, 
but h» does not appear arasible how maeh it lessens our esteem Ibr 
him. And he ttOl attempu to carry on a deceptbn, wliieh we Itave 
told him was long since detected. 

17th. Dined at Judge GreenlcafB, with Pickman and Thompson. 
Two Miss Dultous were there, aud Miss Deblois, a young lady whose 
brother ia paying his addresaes to the eldest Miss Dalton. Miss Deblma 
haa beenmiifili celebnied aa a beauty; and she may elill be ealled veiy 
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hAodiome, though the be m nmch m twentj-uma. She u sociable 
and agraeeUe^ thoagh abe it not yet wholly desdtato of that kind 

of Tanity which is so naturally the ouniMDioQ of b«iutj. She pnekeia 

her mouth a littlr*, and contracts her eye-lids a little, to look very pretty; 
and is not wholly unsuccessful. The Bli&s Dalton«, as usoal, talk'd 
more about themselves and the family than aay thing else. The 
eldest ii eaid to bo bleet with a vocy aniabia disposition, and as Ibr 
PoUy, Hiss Deblois said aha niada bar langb yesterday beyond meaa- 
vre^ and it is well iba liaa tha taleot of exciting laogbter In others ; for 
unless her countenance very mu» h }wV\f*% her she h seldom guilty of 
such a trick herself. Judge Greeult af.-" daughtern are alwavs so nmcb 
addicted to sileooe that, akltough I havu been iu cumpauy with them a 
nomber of timasy I know not what o|4oion to fbrm of tb«n. In tba 
afternoon^ I took a long walk with Thompsoa and Ftttnam. Tho 
weather was very dull and dinagreeable. Thompson stopp'd at Mil* 
Atkins's. I pass'd the evening with Putnam, at his lodgings. 

18th. Mr. McKeen^ of Beverley preached at Mr. Carey 's this day, 
I attended to bear bim* His diseonrses were, though sensible, calco* 
lated to plassa the ganafality of tho andionoa; I did not Hka tfiem a» 
wall as those of Ur. Barnard the last Sunday. After meeting; Pict 
man cn!lpd upon me, and I went up with him to see Mr. Jacksoni 
where wo drank tea and pass'd the evviung. Mr. 5fcKo*"n and Mr. 
Farnham were there, but went away soon aiter tea. Mi&s Wendell 
was lUtawisa with Hn. Jaokson. She is not handsomot bnt ia awd to 
be vary amlabla. A little after nine I came awayt Piokman stOl 
renuuning therb 

19th. Began upon the second book of Hawkins. The first treats of 
all offences against the public; and this of ilie punishments to which 
they are liable. I walk'd with Thompson in the evening; we called 
at Hn. Hooper's, and pass'd an hour there, after which we went to 
Mr. Carter's. Miss Polly goes to Boston to-morrow, 

20th. Mr. Parsons had the frame of his house raised, and was 
iwnseqneutly very busy. Walk'd wit!i I'ickman. We met Thompson, 
and all went to see Mr. K. Carter, who was lately married. His wife 
is not quite so stiff in her manners as she need to be, a year and an 
half sgo; bat she has already adopted other airs» and appears no lees 
affoeied than formerly. De gustibus non est dispntandum ; There 's no 
disputii^ about the dioioe of a wife, Haaoj Cotts, Mrs. Garter's aister, 

' Rer. Joseph McKeen (Dartmouth, 1774), bom in Londonderrj, N. H.» 
October 15, 1757 ; a teacher in LondoDderry ; a soldier under General Sullivan { 
1785-1B02 pastor of the church in Beverly which th« Rev. Joseph WiUard left 
hi 1781 to become President of Harvard University; first Prcsiilcnt of Bowdoia 
College, 1802-1807; died at Brunswick, Me.. July 15, 1807. Dartmouth College 
General Catalogue ; Hard* liist. of Essex County, p. 707 ; Appletou, Cyclopedia 
of Awsrieaa Blogimpby. 
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appears much more agreeable; and upou the whole I think her the 
baud&omest of the two. However, Mrs. Carter was abuudautl^ com- 
plidMDt, and we fMus'd the evening tolerably. 

2l8t. I walk'd with Pickomn in the evening to SftWjei't, where we 
drank tea, and made it almost ten o'clock before we got home. I then 
went np with my flute to Stacey's lodgings, our general head quarters. 
About a quarter before twelve, Stacey, Thompson, Putnam, with a 
couple of young lads by the name of Greenougb, and myself aalUed forth 
upon a scheme of aerenading. We paraded romid ihe town till almoit 
four in the morniiig. The wea1her» which was not very agreeable when 
we first set out, was growinrf worse continually. At length it hf^gan 
to rain smartly, upon which we all separated, and respectively retired. 

22d. I was up before eight, and bad not slept well even the short 
time I waa in bed. I felt ttiffand unflt for almoet e?ery thing. I read 
but little at the office, and omitted one thing wUdi for three weeha 
past has claimed my attention very eonatantly. The Clab were at my 
lodgings this evening;. Stacpj however went away somewhat early, to 
meet some of hia fi icnds ti-om Au lover ; and we were all too much 
fatigued by the last night s jauxil tu ha very sociahlo or gay. At nine 
we Mparated aa osmd. 

28d. Continual north eait inndf have prevailed for » week pait> 
This evening I past with Thompson at Captain Coombs'i. We fbond 
Mr. Porter and Mr. Kellogg, two young parsons there.* The evening 
was tolerable, and something more. Fanny Jenkins was as easy, as 
good natured, as talkadTO as usual. Jenny Coombs' is sensible and 
dever. Her iiiter PoUy, It fe feared, ii in a eontnmption — a dia- 
order by which Captaitt Coombs has already lost two of hia children* 
Poor, miserable beio^ we arel dependant fbr oar happiness, not only 

1 Perlifips Ambrose Porter (Dartmouth, 1784), who entered theufalistrj, and 
died at LandatT, N. II., November 1, 1H'!'2: mi l I'lijah Kellogg (Dartmouth, 1785), 
studied far the ministry under Rev. John Murray, of Newburyport (pastor of 
Captain Coombs) ; pastor of a church in Portland, Me., in 1786; died Haidl% 
1842. See W. Willis, Hist, of Portland, pp. G47-048. 659-661. 

' Jane Coombi, second child of William and Mary Coombs ; bom in New* 
hnrjpork, Mass., January 22, 1764 ; married Eb«nexer Greeolcaf in Deecmbar, 
1796; united in 1799 with the First Preshyterian Church of Newlv.irypnrt, of 
which Dr. Daniel Dana waa pastor ; extremely active in religioaa work, and i» 
nid to have bromght one hundied coawnU into the chwcb. For tbirtj ymn 
she was pcrsnniMr nrtivr in mission work, and look the main reaponsibility of 
providing miMtiooary laborers aod funds fur the Isles of Shoals, then a com- 
muallgr of some dx Imadred flshemien. Mrs. Otcenleaf took great ialmMit ia 
foreign missions and in the catiso of temperance. !!rr nnTTospondenoe with 
philanthropists and clergymen was exteosive. Uer husband died in 18S4, aged 
mrwtj years. 8he benclf lived t» be moM thaa eigbty-ievan jmn of age, 
She If ft twr, cliil lron to surviTe her depnrtnre, one of whom was the Hor. 
WUliam Coombs Greenleaf, of Springfield, 111. Her daughter published her 
iMBkoin. ICaaasGK^nolaeof fiev.HoFiatG. Hongr»]XI)L«efllewhiii7porti 

18 
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upou our own couduct, but equally upoo the caprioea of fortune and 
tho cMVftl ocenrrenoM ct » day. Wliat most be tbe feelings of a 
{Muwnt, wbo^ afier rearing a anmeroiia hmilj of promisiug children, 
just as they are entering utx>n the stage of life, aud when he begius 
to reap the rewards fur his puius in educating them by being witness to 
their usefulness in the world, when he fondly hopes to leave them in 
the enjoyment of prosperoiu dreomstances, to see them drooping and 
dying under the operatioii of a long, lingering dieeaa^ in whidi tba 
terrors of death are increawd bj ite glow and gradual approaehei. 
Yet, this is the situation of many parents. And if tbe causes of misery 
are thns distributed, as well to the virtuous aud the good as to the 
abaadouod and unprincipled, what is the lot we have to expect in the 
world? I look forward with tenor; and hf so mooh tbe niore» aa 
the total exemption £roin any great evils hitherto leads me to fear that 
the greatest are lud np in store for me. 

24th. Pickman went to Salem this mortiing. In the evening I 
took a long walk with Thomj>son, down towanU Newbury Bridge/ in 
hopes of meeting Mr. Andrews j we were, however, unsuccessful. When 
we retoniedy I stop'd and past an hour with Pataam. He told me 
they had reoetved a letter at Mr. Bradbory's from Andrews, informing 
them that his health would necessarily prevent him from ooming to- 
morrow, but that ho will send somebody, if he can, to supply his place. 

25th. Mr. Webber preach'd here for Mr. Andrews; aud I was much 
pleased with his discourses. They were quite argumentative ; and his 
manner of reasoning was snob as shewed him to be an aonte metaphy- 
saoian. He has always had a peculiar attachment to mathematioil 
studies, and has ac(iuired great knowledge iu that branch of science, 
which has at tiio same time habituated him to a de;;reo of precision iu 
his reasoning which few people possess. After meeting this afteruooa 
Putnam called at my room, and urged me to g^ to Mr. Spring's, where, 
it seemsy they were not contented with two servioes, but were going 
upon a third. Putnam went, I believe, rather from the motive of see- 
ing cerfnli! von ng ladies there lhan from an excess of piety. But as 
I wished to write a letter to \i. Cranch, and as Mr. Tarsous w ili go 
for Boston early to-morrow morning, I declined going with Putnam. 
After writing my letter I went and took a long walk quite alone, the 
weather being very fine, and as I returned I stopp*d an hour at Mrs. 
Hooper's. Thompson came in soon after me. We walk'd again, and 
as we were passing before Mr. Frazier's door, tli(^ young ladies were 
Standing there. We stopp'd aud went in. Mr. aud Mrs. Fnutier re- 

1 Newbuy or Parker River Bridge, with its nine pi«rs and eight wooden 

nrchef, dating frmn TTri'-' though rebuilt in 1784, wis* fmir milps fmni N'rir^-iry- 
port on the road to Boston. " Ould NewbiUJi" pp. 4>Ja-0iiy. JSu bridge had us 
y«t beta built across the UsrainiaB. 



DIABT OV JOHN QUIN07 ADAMS. 



189 



tarn'd borne n few minutes after, with Miss Phillips of Boston, a lady 
whom I saw at Hinyliam last fal), who has phiy'd the coquette, for 
eight or ten years past, with a number of geallemeoi but who hiu> now 
ft prospect of bebg married •horUj. Wa aoou came tway } Thompson 
pew'd an boar at my lodf^og*. 

26tli. Id the afternooUf I took a walk with Thompioii to aee Little. 
He has the small pox full upon him at this time. Wc returned, and I 
pi'it^M the evening at Mrs. Emery's. Judge Greeuleaf's daughters 
aud Miss Suiiih aud Miss Weudell were there. The evening was sot 
•greeable ; there was too much oeiomony and too Me iocSability. We 
ooodoeled the ladies home, aod retired. 

27th. Mr. Jackson sent one of his sons to inform me that he heard 
last evening, at Beverly, that Callahan had arrived in Boston. The 
report 1 find is all over the town ; and T have received the conjjratu- 
luliuus o£ almoiit all my aci^uuiutuuce heru. ihis evening, by uicuus 
of an aoddent which was ooutiived in the morning, a number of gentle- 
men and ladles happened to meet at Mr. Brown's honse, where wo 
danced till aboat twelve o'clock. The weather was rather too warm ; 
otherwise the party was agreeable. "Wc often chan^zi il partners. 
And, as there were Hoveral more ladies than gentlemen, one or two 
of the young misses thought they were not suffidently noticed, and so 
much mistook the intrinsie value and importance ni their resentment 
as to display it in a manner wllidi raised an involunutry smile, — in- 
voluntary, I say, because no one surely could willingly smile at the 
resentment of a lady. I escorted Mias ^fewell home ; aud then retired 
likewise myself. 

28th. Election Day. And there is not a poor devil who has lost 
his olecdon in the Commonweattb that feels half so mudi vexed and 

disappointed as I do. After enjoying the satisfiution of snppoiing my 
friends all arrived safe, I find this day that the report was without any 
foundation ; that Callahan has not arrived, and has not even been 
spoken with, as has been said. I walk'd iu the evening with Siacey, 
and called afterwards for half an honr at Mrs. Hooper^s. 

99tli. Clob at Tiiompsou's this evening. Putnam inform*d ns, he 
must leave us at a quarter before nine. 1 told him he must make no 
appointments for Thursday evenings. It was no appointment, he said ; 
but he was under an indispensible obligation to write a letter this 
evening: accordingly he left us. At nine we likewise came away. I 
took a walk with Staeey in High Street* with the expM^on of meet- 
ing Putnam ; nor were we disappointed. He was walking home with 
the young ladies that he is generally most attentive to. After we 
had ascertained the matter sufFif ion tly, we continued a walk, and I came 
home at about ten. I foand a bundle for me which Mr. Carter brought 
torn Boston^ but there was no letter with iU 
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80th. I called this morning at Mr. Brac^bnry's oflBoe, and affronted 
Putuatn by rallying him upon his deception last night. In the aftpr- 
noon T walked with Thompson ; we overtook Mr. J. Tracy ami his 
lady, and accompauied them. As we were passing by Mr^. Atkins's, 
■be arrived with her loii from Beaton. We etopp'd there a £nr 
nunatet. Glen]. laneolD ia Lieutt Governor, &c. We spent the te- 
mainder of the evening at Mr. Carter's wiUi the old gentleman, as 
none of the voting folks wore at home. 

Slst. Finished this forenoon with Hawkins. Dined at Mr. N. 
Carter's. As did Mr. Fanibam and Thompson ; called at the office in 
die afternoon, hul did noUiiog. Walk*d with Thompaon. Went in 
to Mm. Hof^ier'^ and drank tea tbera. Miss Emery was with her. 
I soon carae out and left Thompson there. I took a solitary walk of 
two or three miles into Newbury ; was ^urpriRH by the rain, and quite 
sprinkled before I got home. We have had a great deal of rain this 
aeason, but very lit^e warm wcatiier. Vroita mtber bachwaid. 

Sonday, Jane let, 1788. 

Mr. Allen preadied for us tliis day, and I attended to hear him ; his 
eermona are jadicSone and sensible^ hot hli manner of delivering thttm ia 
verj disa g ree ab le. In the evening I took a long watlc with Doctor 

Kilham, and pass'd the remainder of it at home. 

'2d. Pickman returned this day from Salem, where he has been for 
ten days past. I began to read ^V ood's Institutes a book written 
npon a similar plan to that of Blackstone, but much inferior in the 
execution. I took a long walk thb evening alone* mnring and eon- 
lemplaiing upon a subject wbioh at this time engrosses all my attenUoo* 

3d. I walk'd with Thompson a mile or two in Newbury, the pros- 
pects on that road are delightful, and I am more pleased with that 
walk than with any other near this town. We went to Judge Green- 
leafs. Mn, Hodge and Mrs. Panons were there ; we past the evening 
as nsoal at that house, die Judge waa very eendble and sodaUei 
]&s. Graenleaf was very agreeable, and all the daughters sat like just eo 
many yon?ig rnifse"? whose mamma bad told them that little girls must 
be seen and not liLan], The Judge to stranpors appears to be quite a soft 
and complacent man ; but his family regulations are rather despotic \ this 
«£renmBtan«e takea off mndi of die pleasore of visititig there, which 
would otherwise he great ; for his eo&versadon and that of his lady are 
quite entertauiing. She asked me if I liad not been greatly disap- 
pointed last week ; I told her I had, and that it had been a subject of 
much vexation to me. The Judge said it was wall, he always wished 

1 Tlic Tn^titntos nf theT.?.\r^ af FnrrinnJ, by ThonuH Wood,had Inea in use 
for nearly mvmty year*; Ut eUiliuo, li20. 
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Uiat bis jouog friends might meet with disappointoientB and misfor* 
tnaM, ftnd (bo grwtw the better, if they were not eodi «t to ^Inlitate 
the mmd} it was best to be enaied to misfertDoeB in early life j sooner 
or lai r they would oooM} and it was mndi best to be prepared for 

them by experience. Thompson camo homr, and supp'd with me. 

4th. Walk'd into Newbury in the evetiint^ with Tliom[)son, and wa 
returued through Joppe,^ by a diflerent route from that which i usuaiiy 
oome. We past an honr at Mrs. Emery's. Her daogfater is very 
amiable, though not handsome. She entertained as some time by pley- 
ing ujton the harpsichord. Mr. J. Greenleaf was there ; it is reported 
til it ho is paying his addresses there. The dispositions of the persons 
are not suHicieutly congenial to render either of them happy, and I 
should therefore wish that this report, like most others of the same 
aatarOf may prove an idle snrmise withont any foundation. • . . 

6th. ... In the evening I was walking with Thompson; as we 
were passing before Mr. J. Tracy's, he iuvited U3 in. We pass'J the 
evenitig there : it w:is clnb ntght, and there were eight or ten such 
smoakers that we were almost suflooated. The evening, however, was 
agreeable J and after supper I completed my walk b^ore I retumed 
home. 

7th. Mr. Parsons came home from Boston this evening, where be 
has been attendint^ at the Generril Court; but ho brought no news for 
me. I went with I'ickman xip tu Sawyer's tavern, and drank tea there. 
This walk is very agreeable and employs the evening well. 

8th. Mr. Webster* from Salisbury ])reached for as this day ; a Tenei^ 
able old gentleniao who has been subject to many misfortunes, and 
whose countenance is expressive of the Bensibility which has so often 
been wounded. I took a long walk in the evening with Sfiicey ; a 
young fellow who has been very imprudent, bat whose dispobition is, I 
belieTOy very good. 

9th. Mr. Parsons bad so mnch information to give every one who | 
came into the offiee thb day that we could not attend much to the / 
regular course of our reading. I took a long, lonely walk in the * 
evening, as 1 often do at present, and I find the practice advantageous 
both to my health and spirits. 

10th. Stroird a mile or two with Fkkman ; he has the appeanuMO 
of a tme and futhfnl lover, and adinowledg^ that he takes hot very 
little satisfaction in this town. He proposes spending but a few weeks 

^ The pre»ent-da7 " Joppa " then, as now, a fishing hamlet oo the riveivbeDk 
below Newboryport " Ould Newbury," pp. 218, 219. 

• Rev. Samuel Webster (H. C. 1737), bom at Bnidford in AugUB^ 1718; 
pastor of the West ParUh in Salisbury for nearly flfty-flre years (1741-1706) ; 
died July 18, 1700; had snffeivd macli from the loss of many children. See 
Vmml SsrnuHi by the Bev, Thomss Csiy. 
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more here, and then to open an office in Salem. As I came borne I 
8topp*d and pMt an hour ai Mn. Hwpv't, 

lltlu I walked thia eTwaing with Stac^. The woathflr wte veiy 
beaotifttl, aod we propoaed to form a party for a Mreoadfl^ aa mod aa 

may be convenient. 

l'2th. Towaaeud arrived in town this forenoon. I called at Mrs. 
Hooper's to see him immediatelj after dinner ; he looks better than he 
waa whan he 1^ thia town, bat hia litaatioo sttU appoan to me to be 
eritieal. Clab met at Pickman's. Putnam appeared rather iober. 
ToWBSend was obliged to retire just before sunset. Farnham too was 
not in the hi^1i<>«^t spirit^ for Mr. Front marries Miss S. Jenkins this 
evening. At nine we separated, and at ten met again at mj room. We 
sallied out at about eleven, and serenaded the ladies in town tUl 
between three and Ibar in the moroing. 

18th. Towttsend aod one or two more of my friends dined with me 
this day. lie went in the iifternoon to see Mrs. K)mery,and found there 
a Miss Taylor who came there last evetiiug from Boston ; she was 
going to Exeter, and as Townsend was going to take a ride, he pro- 
posed to go in company wHh her as ftr aa the feny. This Miss Taylor 
is handsome and remarkably sociable ; and althoo«^ she has been in a 
declining stiitc of healili for more than a year pnst» and came very 
lately from U lifax to Boston merely to recruit her strength, yet by 
some unaccountable deception she looks in tiie finest bloom of health. 
It, seems indeed to be an uncommon felicity attending many young 
ladies at thia day, that they can c i.joy all the benefits of ill health 
without being miidt afllicted with its erael pains. We aooompamed the 
lady to Amesbmy { and after seeing her into the boat took onr leave. 
Returning home, we stopp'd and drank tea with Mrs. Atkins. Mrs. 
Bass and Mr. Atkins had just arrived from Dunstaltle. I pass'd the 
evening with Townseud at Mrs. Hooper's ; but came home t^uite early, 
as I was somewhat fatigued by the last night's expedition, 

14th. Finished reading in Wood's Institutes ; a book whidi has been 
rendered almost useless by the publication of Blaokstone's Commen- 
taries. Dined with Mr. Parsons, took a long walk in the afternoon, 
and pass'd the evening with Townseud at Mrs. Hooper's. Pickman 
went to Salem this morning. 

15th. Mr. Allen preadi'd, and aa nsnal delivered a good sermon in a 
Tery bad manner. After meeting, I went np to Mr. J. Traoy'a. I 
found Tnn-nsend there, and rode a few miles with him. "We retnrn'd 
and drank tea at Mrs. Atkins's. Townsend's health not permitting 
him to be out after sunset, we came home early, and I was with him 
all the evening. 

16th. Townsend intended to have set away this morning, to go to 
Medfleld} bat the weather wai ao duUy and disagreeable that ha 



Digitized by Google 



DIA&Y oir jomsr quinoy adams, 



148 



thought it would be best to wait another daj. Thompson aud I diued 
and pftM'd a groat part oi the day with bim. I was again disappointed 
npon the arrival of the itage, as I have been so ortcn heretofore, by 
hearing no news from Boston. I began upon Baooa's Fleas and Plead- 
ings ; a subject which demands great attention. 

17th. Townsend left town this morning, but as the wind soon got 
easterly, I imagine he did not go far. Mr. Parscns went over to 
Ipswidi, where the Sopreme Court are this we^ in session. In the 
beginning of the evening the weather cl^md np, aud I took a long, 
solitnry walk. I haA. turn'd rouud, and was coming home when I 
heard a horse comiug upon full galop, and somebody called me by 
name. I stopped and found it was Stacey, who congratulated me npon 
mj Cuhet^s arrivaL He came hom Ipswich on purpose to give me the 
iofbmiatioo. Just as I had pass'd by Mr. Tracj'a, one <^ his serranta 
gave me a letter, with a rccjuost that I would go down to his house. 
I went accordingly, and found Mr. Ilichborn there ; the letter was 
from Jlr. Thaxter, and contained the same joyful tidings that Stacey 
bad brought me. it seems Judge Sullivan left Boston this day at 
about twelve o'doek; and when he came away Callahan was coming 
up the harbour; after passmg an hoar at Mr. Tracy's I came home 
with a light heart, but not wholly without fears that this information, 
like tliat of a similar nature which brts been given me three or four 
times witliin a month past, should be founded upon a mistake of one 
vessel for another. 

18ih. I went to tfae ofllce in the forenoon, hot found myself incapa^ 
tated to do any thing, and therefore lost the morning in conversation. 
Just before two I went with trembling hope to the post office; and as 
I went into the door my heart almost iaile<i me, but I was soon made 
happy by a letter from my brother Tom, which confirms the arrival of 
my parents. In the afternoon, I did nothing more than prepare to go 
to Boston in the stage tO'morrow morning. I called in the evening at 
^IiSm Hooper's and at Mr. Carter's, to take their commands. 

19t^. Tlie stage was full fmm Purtamoutli, and consequently I could 
not ctl tjiin a seat. I could not tlniik of waiting till Saturday with a 
chance oi being again disappointed, so I sent forward my little trunk 
by the stage, and engaged a horsei aft about tmi In tfie Ibrenoon I left 
town and arrived at Ipairidi just before noon. The Soprome Court 
are sitting there, and I went to the Court house, where I saw a number 
oi my friends j among othen my clawmate Kendall,^ who is going to the 

> "Sphfidm nmdsB of Ipswtdi, IBntx Co., was twenty the 28th of bit Norr. 

There is something peculiar in tiiis character. He ia said to be one of the hardest 
Students and one of the poorest scholars in the class. His natorml abilities are 
SQ small that they can scarcely be improved even by cultivation. He appears to 
be totsUydestimte of Uteraiy Judgment at lesstj forlhaTehssidhlmdsolsima 
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Ohio in » sbort tim». I fonod likoiriie tt Tpiwieb a number of tho 

yoang ladies from Newbary^Port, who to be sure were gallanted by 
their fathorn. It was near four o'clock when I left Ipswich; and Pick- 
man at the same time retnrnc I to Salem. It was so late when we f^ot 
there that I could not think ut reaching iioston this night, and 1 there- 
ibfo accepted of Pickman*a invitation to lodge in town. He went with 
me to Sir. Detby's; ^ but the young ladiee were not at b<Kne, ao that X 
had not the pleeeore of being introduced to hie Dolcinea. Learned, 
Y-ho is upon the elndy of phyaio in thia town, paia'd the ereaing 
with us. 

20th. I was up early in the morning, and moanted my horse at 
aboot ieven. It was ten when I got into Boeton. I went to Mr. 
Smith's, and fonnd my fother was gone to Braintree. bot my mamma 

was at the Governor's. I immediately went there and enjoy'd all the 

satisfaction that can arise from tho int^etini^ so near and dear a friend 
after a lonj:; absence.' Wa diiiL' i :it 1 )i i(_ u Storer's. Old ^Irs, Kflwarda 
Was there (^Vol. 2. p. 27/ and Dr. VV'utorhouso, licc. iicLweou live aud 

pleoa In my plabi Sngliah, which I was oonTlnced he did not underatand. At 
recit»fion8 he was nerer distinguished for taking the meaning of an author, and 
in short all hit public exercises tiare been inferior to tiie common run. Yet he is 
poaaeaa'd of extreme aensiblHtj. and hit temper la rery iraacible. His person is 
handsome, but tdcro is an unmeaning stare in his eye, which i« too pxpressive of 
the Tacancjr in lus mind, li would require a ter/ metaphysical genius to prove 
this to be a good or a bad character ; but it ia not certNinly one wbich anjr per- 
son would wish to poaaess." Manuscript diary of J. Q Adnms. May 1787. 
Ephraim Kendall, according to J. L. Sibley's manuscript niemoraudum, was bom 
in Ipswich November S8» 1765; died there August 1'), 1846. 

1 V]'\as IT. Derby, one of the richest mcrcliants in Salattpa piooMr in the 
establisliment of tlie East India trade (see supra, p. 102). 

a With the e«eeptfee of ona brief period of a little over three months. Aufwt 
2 to \->vember 13, 1"70, —during which, at Braintree and in Boston, lie was 
engrossed with the work uf the Convention of that jcar, and liia draft of tlie Coo- 
•titation ot MasaachiiBetti, — John Adams had at ibis daw been ten years ebsent 
from Iioine. First snil;'^,' from Unston bay February 13, 1778, he got back 
there June 17, IIBS. Mrs. Adaroa had joined him in London in July. 1784. 
In ^lay. 1785, J. Q. Adaitts had left his fsmtly at Autenil, Pnmce, vetaminf to 
America. Their present separation liad, therefore, been a little over three ye.irs. 
The impresflion made on John Adams by ttie changes which had talcen place 
in Huaachuaetts during this long absence b lateresting; and. In Tiew of the 
recent unrest and uprisinga, hardly what would Imve been expected. He wrote: 
" The increase of population ia wonderful. The plenty of |iroTi«ions of all kinds 
•mazing, and cheap in proportion to tbeir abnadanee and tiie seardty of money, 
which is certainly verj' ^rreat. The aj^'iculture, flsheriea, manufacture* and cdui- 
merce of tlte country are reiy well, muoh Itetter than I czpeeted to find tiiem. 
I eannot say so much of oar jioUties. ... I regret the loss of the boolc-shopii, 
and the aociety of the few men of lettera that I knew* in Ixindon ; in all other 
reapects I am much better aooommodated here." To Thomas Brand-IIolli«, 
December 8, 1788. Werk^ toL ia. pp. 567, 658. 

■ J. Q. Adams first met lbs. Edwards at Mrs. QpliKj*t In Brainbae. Betfaen 
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■ix we sat oat for Bralntree. As I was already somewhat fatigaed, my 
OOQUB Cnaeh gare me up liu seat in the cl»iae with my mamma, 
•ltd took my honeb At abont eight we got to Ur. Graneh*8, and there 

my satisfactioti and pleasures were agaia reaew'd at finding my father 

in good health, and here I must stop f r the present. 

21st. The weather was very warm. I went down to niy uncle 
Qumcy s^^ and from theuce ou the shore. Oae lighter arrived in Uie 
•fiernooii with part of the goods and Inniitaie, and the other is ex- 
pected to-morrow. 

22d. ParsoQ Wibird preached in lus usual doll, inanimated strain, 
of late indeed he has lost, it is said, his only claim to merit by declining 
wholly to ch.inge with the nei^'hbouriug ministers. After meetint; this 
eveuing, I weut with W. Crauch duwu to Mrs. Quiiicy s aud drank 
tea. Mrs. Quiacy of Boston was there^ and very agreeable.* I bad 
never beea in company with her before. 

23d. A second lighter came up this day with thini;s from the ship. 
We were very busy in nnpncking during the whole day. A bed was 
set up in the house, in which I lodg'd, but we have done suflicient to 
make a great deal of work before we get at rights ; there is yet a great 
deal to be «h>ne lo the honsa When I came from Newbary-Port^ I 
intended to have sftniUed as much here as I should have done there, 
but I begin to suspcct that I shall find it utterly impossible. At least, 
I have given up all thou^ts of doing any tbiug in that way for the 
present. 

£4th. This day we got so for in order as to make a home of the 
house. I dined at my nnde CrandiV The remainder of the package 
are expected to-morrow, but those that are already here are not all 

nnpack'd. Much damage wa.s done on the voyage. 

25th. This afternoon Mr. and Mrs. Shaw came in from Haverhill; 
they found us still in great disorder. We begau tbb diiy to unpack the 
books ; * though we have at present no room to stow them in properly. 
They were moist and somewhat mouldy, bat not injured at all. 

26th. We all dined at Mr. Cranch's. Charles came from Cam' 
bridge to spend a day or two wifh us. T continued this whole day 
quite industriously to unpack and place the books, yet did not get half 

■poke of her at " an antiquated coquet," adding that *' if her face did not give 
the lye to her behaviour I should suppose her now to be seventeen rather than 
seventj." 

• Norton Quincy. The house at Mount Wnll.iston. built bj Colonel John 
Qnlncy, from which J. Q. Adamt had embarked for Kurope with his fattier, 
February 13, 1778. 

> Mrs. JoBinh Quincy, .Tr , daughter of William Phillips. See Quiocy'a 
Joaiali Quincy, pp. 110-23, 35, 36. 

* The collection sabseqnently given by John Adams to the town of Quincy, 
in connection with the Adams Aoadsmy. Now (190St) in the Boston PnbUo 
Library boildlng. 

19 
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through with the business. There are a great manj books which I 
wish verjr much to periiae} but I Irnvt not the time at present, and 
most eertainly for iome jwn ba iepantad from tlieiiL. 

STth. The daj was spent liko the preoeding ones. There was soino 
company here in the afternoon. T give as much of the little leisure 
time T have, as I can couveniently to some lectures upon History and 
general Poiic^i uuew pubiicaliuu ui Dr. Priestley, whose literary powers 
WMj be krnly called athletic There ere aeTerel other late peTiorm* 
enoes whieh I em deeireui of iwffiag hot more perticahulj Mr* 6ib- 
bon's coDtinuatiou of his liistoiyof the Decline aod F«U of the Bomeo 
Empire, which is not, however, yet completed.^ 

28th. Mrs. Welch ami Ikust-y Smith came from Boston this morn- 
ing; we ail went to Weymouth auU diueU at lt)uctor Tutu's. In 
the afternoon I went over to Mr. Norton's house,' where in my in- 
fancy I have spent many days which I scarcely remember even as e 
distant dream; but b< fore this day I had not been in the house these 
nine year^. As I rcturne<l from Weymouth I was overtaken by the 
raiu, and stop d at Mr. Cranch'sj but it did not abate, and I went 
home in the midst of it. 

29th. I attended et meettog end heard Mr. WiUrd. The weather 
waa father d«U and somewhat sultry. I am still undetermined whedier 
to return this week to Xewbury-Port, or wait till after Commenoemeot. 
1 believe, however, I shall determine upon the latter. 

30th. Mr. and Mrs. Shaw return 'd to Haverhill this morning; and 
this day I finished nnpacking the hooka, which, howerer, moat continoe 
lor some time in great disorder. 

Tuesday, Jnly 1st, 178a. 

It was nine o'clock before X could get away from Braiotree this 
mornint;, and I arrived at the Colle«»es just before the exhibition began. 
A Latin Oration was 6{X)ken by Kirklnml, nud was very well. The 
Forensic between Palmer * uud Waterman wsm tolerable, but I forget the 
subject The Bngliah IKalogue between Tbacher aod Gray was well 
spoken, but rather sti£ The Greek Dialogue between the youngest 
Sullivan and my brother Tom was quite nhurt, and not the worse for 
that. The English Oration was hf Blake; the subject agriculture. 

1 The three final volumes of the "DacUas and " w«rs pttUiihad on Gibbon's 

flfty-flr«t birthday. April 27. 17B8. 

■ The panonage at Waymoath, formally the boaa of his ^ndfathfrr. Rev. 

William Stnitli, stood immi ilintoly below the prt-sent T'a'-t v.'pymoiith station of 
the Old Colony dlTition of the New York, New Hsren, and IJartford Railroad. 

* Stepben Palmar (H. C. 1789). ion of Bev. Jiwepli Palmer, of Nortoe. Man.; 
born Octob«r 3, 1760; pajtor at Needham. 1 702-1 S21 ; niemher of the Maasa- 
ohoMttB Hiftorical Society. Sea ProcredinRs, tuI. i. pp. 343-34& Waterman 
diadtelMSiaanalfflahottss. See a WlOard. If amoiies. toL L pp. m S7fiw 
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It was in 1117 opinion YOrj fBm^y aud superficial ; but 86 we Oamo oot 

I heard a young fellow, who had »ouieiliinff of the appearance of a 
wouUI-be fop, exclaim " upon my soul lihike liiia given us ouo of the 
genteelest Orutious I ever heard.' lu former days, geuuliLy with 
reapeet to compoaiUon oonsiated in bad spelting and bad grammar ; 
under whidi seme the deacription woald not be wholly unjust. But 
what the exprenion means at this day I know not ; and therefore its 
singularity was what I chiefly remarkerl. T was agreeably surprised 
to meet my friend Thompson here ; but saw him only fur a few min- 
utes. I went down and dined at Judge Duna's. Mr. Ben. EUery * was 
there, — an nnde to Mke. Dana, a rich old gentleman and somewhat 
singular in his chatacter. In the aftemooa I called at Mr. Wiggles- 
worth's, and past an hour agreeably with them. I went to I\[r. 
Gauuett's ; and at about seven in the evening called at the President's. 
He was not at home, aud as I knew not what to do with myself for the 
Munaindw of the eirening I thought I might as wdl go home. I imme- 
diately went to Bradt«hV mounted my horsey and, after nine, arrived 
safe in Braintree, somewhat fatigned with my day's work, but wdl 
satisfied with my yxm'.r. 

2d. The weaLher was extremely warm. T amused myself part of 
the day in reading, and part iu shooiiug. The cherry trees, which 
are quite full at preteutf are so inviting to the birds that there is very 
good sport with little trouble. 

8d. Between nine and ten I went with my father from Braintree ; 
we got int/) Cambridge at about twelve. After stopping a few minutes 
at College, we first went down and called upon Judge Trowbridge.* 
He is very old, and although active for his years, yet the depradatioos 
of time are conspicuous upon him. We dined at Mr. Dana's. Mr. 
and Mrs. Channing from Rhode Island wore there ; they are agreeable.^ 
In the afternoon we first called at the Presideut'.H, and drank tea there ; 
from tbeuce we went to Mr. Gerry's^ and past the evening. We 

1 Beqjamin Ellery, brother of William Ellcry, the signer of the Declaration of 
LtdepcnJence. Re nmrrieil the widow of Coloiiul John Vassiill, of Canibrirlge. 

3 Bradlsb's was Uie tavern oC Elwnezer liradish, also known as the Blue An* 
ehor Tavern, on die westerly side of Brighton, now Boylstoo, Street 

• Judge Edmund Trowhri ii;. /II. C. 1728), a loyalist, born in Nevrton in 1700; 
Attotnej General of the Province in 1749; member of the C'oancil 1704 and 
1765 ; appointed Attoclate Jnitioe of the Superior Court in 1797 ; TBeigned in 
1776; died in Cambridge April 2, 1703. He lived on Mount Auburn Street, 
and was an iiiiole of Fraads Dana, to whom be left most of his property. W. T. 
Davis, Hist of the JnAeiary of lEasMuslrasette, p. 97. 

♦ Mr. and Mrs. William Clmnning, parents of William Fllery Clianninp. 
Mrs. CbanniDg was Lucy Elleiy. a daughter of William Eileiy, signer of the 
Declaration of Independence, aid aistar of BIri. "fnmM Dana. 

< Elbridge Qeny liTid hi what tras afierwardi James Buseell LewsU's house^ 
^'ElmwQOd." 
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fouud Mrs. Warren there, and were in the mulst o£ antifederalism. hut 
quite in qoo*! Inimour. 3I_v father hud promised to take a lodgii);^ at 
Judge Dana's; but at Mr. Gerrj^'s invitation I past tlie ni^Ut at bis 

4th. We left Cambridge hj nine o'dock, and got into Boetoo in the 

mitlnt of the bustle. We went iinmetliately to Brackett*S taTera;' 
after dressing I walk'd out, ami ruet with a nuinlicr of my very f^ood 
friends. At about p!««v«ni wo wvut to the oM Soiuh ivioi'tiiig i.oiise, 
and heard Mr. Oiis ^ deliver an Uraliuu, the coui{x>8iiion and the de- 
livery were moch ftoperior even to my expectations, which were aome- 
what sanguine. It was greatly aoperior, in my opiebn, to that which 
be delivered when he took his socDtid di-'i;ree; the only pnblic perfonn- 
anoe that I had heard before from him. I saw my good Ineud Bridge* 

t Bradcett*t biTcra (Cromwetl*f R«ad) wat on the northern aUe of School 
Street, nn; far fr m tiio rorner of what b now Waihfaigton Street See Drake't 
Old Landmarks ot Uuston, pp. 61, 62. 

* Harrnon Gray Olit (H. C. 1788) deUrered the annnal onitioB at the raqoMt 

©f t';> t' Avn .iutluirities. 

3 " .Jtuiitis lSrid|;e of Pownalborough in the ProriDce of .Maine was twenty -one 
the 98d of last September. Aa a acholar and aa a gentleman, he is Inferior to no 
one in the class, am! w ith no one have I i nntrr.i tfil biiae I entt rt-il tlio univLrsitv', 
■o great a degree of intimacy. liis natural abilities ari; very good and they itavd 
been greatly improved by etady. Hit paniom are anrong, bat in general he keep* 
them well undt r cinniiiaml. His genius it inetapliysiral, rather tlum rhcti>rii;il ; 
in reasooing with him we are rather convinced by the force of his argument, 
than eeduoed by the brilUaney of hie Imagination. He it poewseed of much 
benevoii-tife, ami ambition oix'U])ios n I.ir>;e *tiare of his ttiiiul ; he (iovt not en- 
deavour to coDueal this, but freely owns his eapectatioos ; which are so ennguiue 
tliat 1 lomewhat fi?ar lie will not entirely renliae them alL His advantages, how- 
ever, will be peculiar, and it is, I think, very probable th.it he wiil one day be 
eminent in tiie political line. Law will be his stu<ly ; and I have long tioped 
that we alioidd be together in oneolBce, but many difficulties attend the •chonte, 
and I fear much that it will not take place. My friendship for this gentleman 
and three or foor more of my cbssniates saddens very much tlie anticipation of 
commencement, when we must part, perhaps forever." J. Q. Adams, manuscript 
diary, March 2, 1787. Six months before, on September 28, 1780^ he wrote: 
" I'lissM the evening at Bridge's chamber. We had eon^i h-rj^hl*:' ronversation, as 
we t"reqiientl>r have, concerning our future prospects. He is anihitinus. ai:d in- 
tend8 to engage in pultiies. He expects more happiness from it than lie will ever 
renli/e, I believe ; but he is form'd for a political life» and it it pioiiablje will] show 
to advaiitagu in that line." 

Bridge was one of J. Q. Adams's favorite dasffliatee, and thefoHowtng e>> 
tracts from t!ie mntui-' ri;!? (liar_v fur October 4 to tt. ITPH, pivo a plc.iisinp .iisd 
typical view of their daily aitercourse. " We had this morning a forensic given 
out, to be read next week on the qneition whether (he divenities In national 
chnrn' tcrs nrisp ehiefly from phynicn! cnii^rs. T nn» to support the afflrmiitive, 
and think upon the whole it is the best side of the question. ... I made tea for 
tlie dub. Rridfe had a small dispute with me npon tlie nature of physical 
cm«fs. He thoufrht the efTet-ts prodnred by .•xiis'ia! appetites cmibl nctt bo 
attributed to physical causes. 1 was of opinion that they must be^ We appealed 
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for a few minutes only; he told me he expected^ to be at Newbury- 
Port in about three weeks from tliis. I likewise met with Towoaeod 

to Mr. Rmr, and liis sentiments cnnflrmM mine. ... I have had several times 
little cuutettt with Bridge upon tbe subject of our forenHic. lie 14 to support 
the ne^iitiTe side of the qoeetion, and will write very itii^cniuugly. He ie the 
only pcrMjii in tlie class who is fotid of iliscu.ssiiig question ^ of this kin<l in coii- 
Tersation. We frequently dispute, and it always inureat»eft my acqnaintnnce with 
the sebjeet The ohjections he leises are eoromonly weighty, and tliey lead me 
to look further tl.iiu I hhoiild otherwiso do into tlie point in di-hHtc, ami our 
difference of opinion is attended with no bad effecu, as all acriuiouj aod ill 
humoor ii excluded from ear oonvertetionR.'* 

On his return from college to his ho::ie in Pownalboroti^h, Mo., he at once 
plonged into politics. " Will joa laugh," he wrote. May 4, 17bb, " if 1 tell you I 
rode aizty nitee (the bed roads made It a hundred) to influence ovr late eleetlon 
in favour of Federalists in this county ? Will you laugh if I tell you I made mj 
fattier qualify me to rote fur Got., Lt. Got., A Senator, tliat 1 attended our town 
meeting in Pewnalbomugh. that I voted myself and loliciled the votes of others, 
that I publicly harangued the audienee, Sm. This was not the half of my zeal." 

At the same tinie he was studying law under the following conditions, out- 
lined in a letter dated I'ownalboro*, September 28, 17»7 : " lam nominally studying 
law with Mr Gardiner, taally with myself. Soon after I bed got home I mude 
him a visit, and laiil open my plan to him, viz., of putting myself under his direc- 
tion, and uf studying at home (we live two miles apart) he approved it, gave me 
the first vol. of Diuck»tones Commentaries to rend, and said he would act the 
part of a friend and neighbour towartls me. Tliis is the chief that has p?>"«:fj 
between m on tlic subject of Law. I purcha8e<i a set of Blackstone soon uttir 
and now dont even use bis books. About once a fortnight I spend an afternoon 
in the family, in tiie common nio'le i f ( ' it f•!'^^ crvil!,, b lek-genniOD, &C. Tbis 
is the only kind of iustructiou I am tiere acquauucd witli." 

Even in 1787 this form of preparation for the legal profosiion did not seenre 
sfitisfiictory rr^nlf??, and the following antnmn Hridjic cnme to Newbnryporl ss a 
law student ot Theophilua Parsons and roommate of J. Q. .^Viliims. lie began 
professional life at Augusta, Me., assuming tbe practice of (ieneral William Uth- 
gow, who then retired. Ho bec.nme apent nnd nitorney for thf iirnprfetnrs of tlie 
Kennebec purchase, haring a lucrative collecting business, lie did not («come 
diatingttithed l» polities. He was a representntire from bit town to the Legii- 
Ir.tnre in 1709, on t!ie Governor's roiineil in 1818, a member of the Constitutional 
Convention of 1810, and a commisaiuner under the Act of Separation of 1620. 
Owing to 111 health, be retired from the bar in 1812, Icavfaig eottrt bnslness to his 
jnnior partner. For twenty years from ISH. lie was prohidcnt of the Aiicn«ita 
Bank; he died in J. Q. Adams's regard fur this early friend is shown by 

en entrjr In the diary of March 8, 1828, In a diicosiion with Cbty as to the 
appointment of n},H-ntx to dcf. nd the nortlie.Tgfem houndnry of the United States 
before the arbitrators appointed under the treaty witii England. **I told Mr* 
Clay, that rinoe I had lait seen him, a person whom I believed to be the ver^ 
best man in the State for the ofRee bad been recommended to me by Lieutenant- 
Governor Winthrop, of Massachusetts, and by the Iste Senator, Mr. James 
Lloyd, and, through tliem, by Mr. Reuel Williams [partner of James Bridge] of 
MoiiU'. I meant James Bridge, of Anr^u'-t.-i, one of my oldest .md, in e.irly life, 
most intimate friends. I had indeed almost lost sight of him fur near forty 
year.4, hot know that by his talents, bis Information, and the course of his life he 
must be peculiarly fitted for this pnrticubir .-iervice : and if !u:> would ncct i.t tbe 
place, there was not an iodiTidual iu the State in whose able and faithful per> 
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aa I was goinfif out of the church ; and we went together to the 01«1 
Brick, to hear General HuU'tt ^ Oration to the Cinciimati. It appeared 
to mu rather iudtiltireut ; and the eilect upon me was the greater from 
the i&volaiitary oompanMni with that which I had jost heard. How- 
eveTi I found afterwards there were many perMma who thought) or 
pretended to think, this Oration better, both in matter and manner, than 
the other, and th»'v have certainly a right to enjoy their opinions. I 
dined at Deacon bturer's, Parson Wibird was there aud soma other 
company. In the afteraooo I walk'd up on the oommoQ to see the ndli- 
tary parade, which was not however so apirited at at the last anni- 
versury ; but, in the middle of the afternoon, the news arrived that 
Virginia had acceded to the Federal Constitution, and immediately the 
bells were set to ringinq; and the guns to firing again, without any 
mercy, and continued ail the remainder of the afternoon. lu the even- 
ing a nambw of young fellows partded round the streets, with candles 
lifted in tlidr liatids and a drum bolore them, not mnch to tiidr own 
credit or to the honour of the day ; but they did no damage. I spent 
part of the evening with several of my classmates ; but not finding 
Bridge, I returned early, and took my lodging at UrackL'tl's. 

5th. We called this uioruiug at Dr. Weicirt*, aud at Mr. Guild's; 
hot left town at ahoat ten o*dodc. It was almost one when we got to 
BnuDtree. I amused myself fts I oould in the afternoon. Mrs. War- 
ren, with her son Harry stopM here this night on their way to Fly* 
mouth, to which place General Warren haa removed back, after living 
about eight years at Milton. lie was formerly a very popular man, but 
of late years he has thought himself neglected by the people. His 
mind has been soured, and he became discontented and qnemloos. He 
has been charged with udng his influence in favour of tender acts and 
paper money; and it has even been very confiiiently asserte«l that he 
gecretly favoured the in'^tirn^ftions and rebellion of the winter before 
last. Whetlior his conduct has been misrepresented or not, is a puiut 
that must for the present remain nndetermined. But he has certainly 
given some reason for suspicion by his imprudence; and when in a 
time of rdtdlion a man openly censures the conduct in general, and 
almost every iTidiviiluul act, of an adniinistiation, an impartial pu!)lic 
will always ju(ig»j that such a man cannot be greatly opposed to a 
party who are attacking the same measures. Mrs. Warreu, however, 
positively declared thwe was no truth in those all^dons, and wsa very 

formanee of its dati«s I ihould place more implicit confidence." The reasons 
wliy tlie nomination was not made are given in the Memoirs, vol. vii. pp. -lOO, 
483. m, 529. Sec J. W. North, Hist, of Angoita, pp. 607-610, with portrait ; also 
Maine Hi«t. Soc Coll., vol. vL 

1 General William Hull (Yale College, 1772) had an honoraUs ffsoord hi ths 
War of the Kevulutiun and in 8hny»'B RelieUloa; but ia dliafly ismsmbwed fOT 
the uufuriuiiate Hurrcuder of Detroit in IblSL 
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confident that they were nothing more thau t lio Bnn;(rc8tion3 of the Gen- 
eral's enemies, whose malignity was unaccouu table, but wUoae Utuoet 
spile and envy could not disturb bis happiness. 

For all tbe distant din this world can keep 
Bolls o'er his grotto and but soothes his sleep. 

f)th. The weather was rather disajijreeable in the morninjf, and "Mtb, 
Wrirren was disposed to ptav find pas" t!ie Sunday with us, bat b»^r fton 
was so anxious to get home tiiat siie iiuaiiy dotermined to go; and 
they went away at ftbont iaja$» I attended at meeting, and beard Fimw 
ion Wibird doie over n eompk of tennoni. There is none of my time 
that I regret more than that I spend in hearing him. Were it not for 
the propriety of attending public worship abstracted from all consider- 
ations of improvement or cntertainmeuL, I siiould seldom enter within 
the walU of that house while he ooutiuues to slumber there. 

7th. W. Cimnch went to Botton this morning; and I suppose I 
shall have bat very little of bis company tot the fatnre, as he is to be 
fixed henceforth for some time to his office. I amused myself, as I 
have done for several days past, in diverse manners. In the evening 
my two broibers arrived from Cambridge, having obtained leave to be 
absent till Friday, when tbe scholars will all be dtsmiss'd. 

Sth. I past the greater part of the day in gunning with my brothers. 
Tlie weather was, as it has been Ibr several days past, estramely wann, 
and the fruits of tlio earth at present greatly require heat. 

Ktb. Doctor Leonard came here in the morning. This gentleman 
came as a passenger with Callahan. lie underwent a violent proseca- j 
tion, two or three years ago, in {England Ibr endeavonring to come to / 
America with some models of mannfactariog machines ; ba^ aftw being ) 
two years in prison, be was released and immediately resumed his ^ 
original intentions, but he is now come over without hia models ; and J 
he riithor purposes at present to practice in his original profession as a 
physician and surgeon. 1 baiii d lu the sea this afleruoon ; the first 
time I have done so this snmmer; indeed it is father tronblesome here^ 
on aooonnt of insects whidi are almost innomerable. 

10th. George Warren came over from Milton this forenoon, and paid i 
na a visit He opened an office in Milton Ihsi winter, and has done as i 
much business a* a lawyer gener illy does tor the first six mouths after | 
he begius j but. tiiu prospects are far from being encouraging. Wheu I I 
am in spirits this circnmstanee strikes me only as an incentive to more ! 
strenuous ezerUoos ; and at such times I feel sadht A resolution to over- • 
come difficulties, that I seem already in a fair way of accjuiring repu- | 
tation and property. My father says that when he was a student, ho ' 
heard an old lawyer tell tbe present Judge Scwall, who was then a ' 
student likewise, " that be never knew a lawyer that studied who did 
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not grow rich." The observatioa made an imprasaion, and hia own 

experience hm couHrmecl it. 

lliti. This day completes mj twenty-first year. It emancipates me 
from the yoke of paternal authority, which I never felt, and places me 
ttpon my own feet, which have not strength enough to support me. I con- 
tinue therefore still in a state of (U pendence. One third of the period 
of my professional Kfudies has also now elapsed ; aiul two years more 
will settle me, iiiiould life and health continue, in a bituatiuu where 
all my expectations are to center. I feel aometime* a strong desire 
to know what my drcnnutanoei will be in aeven years from this ; but, 
I must adcuowledge, I believe my happinoM would rather be injored 
than improved bv tlie inforniatioii.* 

12tli. Ill the diverse auiuisemtjnts of reading, of sliooting birds, and 
playing upon our flutes, we past the present il ay. Tlie weather is, and 
has for a fortnight past been, such that fatiguing occupations cannot be 
attended to. I read very little^ and tlAt of a light kind which does 
not greatly engt^ the mind ; and as for writing, I have so much aban- 
doned it that I have not wrl'tpn t1ire« P»ges since I lefk Newbnry-ForL 
My brothers are much in thtj 8ame way. 

13th. Weather still extremely warm. I heard Parson Wibird. JVIr. 
Q. Thaxter was at meeting in the forenoon, and went and dined with 
us. In the oflernooa Madam went down to my uncle Quboy's, and I 
drank tea with my brothers at my ancle Adams's. And we bath'd at 
(he cn'ck ' in the evening. 

Hth. lien Beale ' came from Taunton thb morning ; he did not stop, 

1 On the date named, Jnly 11, ITOK, J. Q. Adams was at the ftigue, represent 

ing tlu' T'iiUcmI Ptntt's n>i IJositl. nt Mininter. The entry in his diary for tliat clay 
is but three lines in K-ngth, and mcotioas rottrel/ certaio calb made bj biui and 
the prf)gminiiie of a play in the eteolng which he prottOOttced, as * pcrfornianoe, 

** Tcry in<iifferc nt." 

' bubsequenlly named BUck's Creek, and still so called. Originally Quincy's 
Creek. 

" " Bi njamin P>c\ilo was oiphtecn the 0th of Juno Inst. ITis fatlicr wft« from 
Braiatrc'c, but be was bom at Liverpool in England ; be entered the class just 
before tliej eommeneed Sophimoivs. His dispoirfdon is amiable, and he Is a good 
suholor; but tlie ^ovornmcnt of the university have so repeatedly taken notice 
of him at exhibitions, that it has given offence to many of the young gentlemen 
in the class, and they affect to despise his abilities, and to deny his sctioUrship. 
His talents have perhaps been rather overrated by the government, but I fesr 
they are still more underrated in the class ; and ho is not the only person whn«e 
popularity with bis fellow students has been greatly diminished by tiie favours uf 
tlic government. NotwltllStanding all the reports circulated by malies and envy, 
I lu llc-ve l»im very ckscrvinfj; he (li>pl!iys no vanity, either of his jicrsnn, which 
U elegant, ur of Im genius, which has Lien flattered by distinction, nnd this, I 
think, is a sure mark of good sense. Commerce will probably be his proliMSion; 
and from lii? j^enfm! <'1i;(rnrt»T, I tliliilc lie Iwis n aaoi] pro^^pert of xnrcess. May 
h« obtain it i " iJinry, l; ebnuu-y 26, 17b7. Ikalc died iu Paris, France, ia 1826. 
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but promised to come and see ns ere lnnj». "Wlieii T came in from 
shooliiif?, which still eonttnnes to ho, tny sport niul my occnpntion, I 
found u Pursou Wcat ^ here, au old geiitleuiau, who was three years ia 
college wiih my father, and at thai time very inlimate with him. He 
IB very aodable and very sensible. Ha spent the daj here, and peases 
the night likewise. He keeps late hours and entertained me with con- 
versation upon language till between twelve and one o'clock. Doctor 
Leonard kft us this raoniing, after having past almost a week ^ith iis • 
he appears to be a very clever, well disposed man, but poaaubtiiiig no 
great learning, nor even much informatioD. 

15th. Mr. West went awaj this morning. My father and mj 
brother Charles went to Boston, whence they will proceed to-morrow 
to Cambridge. Beale came here this forenoon, and took a dinner with 
us. lie is studying law with Mr. Barnes at Taunton, but spends 
much of bis time at home. Mr. Wilnrd pasa'd the afternoon and even- 
ing here. Dr. Tufts called here on his way to Boston, and my brother 
Tom went to Cambridge this afternoon ; for my own part I preferred 
waitiii'; till to-morrow morning;. And I have finally dctcrinined to 
return hero sifter Coramencenietit, at least for a day or two. 

16th. Commencement day, 1 mounted my horse somewh:it early, 
and arrived at Cambridge by nine o*dock. The first salntadon I ro' 
eeived as I was going into the College yard was, Repent, for the 
kingdom of Heaven is at hand." It w<is a craxy man ; but uitliont 
anv cfreat share of enthusiasm, for that sentence \v')s thf onlv tliinu 
he ^aid, nnd he repeated it every two or three minutes during the 
whole forenoon ; and I could not help reflecting with pleasure upon 
the happy liberality of sentiment, which preyails so much that a man. 
of this kind, so far from attracting the notice of the executive power, 
^uld not even draw a crowd around him. I saw my clnssmatcs in 
abundance ; there were more than thirty of ns here. At about eleven 
we went to tlie meeting house ; and I got a seat in tho foremost gallery, 
nest to Towusend. The procession soon came on, and the President 
after making a prayer, and informing the audience it was the desire of the 
overseers and corporation that there might be no " clapping applause," 
called for the Salutatory Oration, which was spoken by FhilUps, and 

1 Bev. Samuel West (H, C. 1754). bom in Barnstable in 1780 ; pastor at Dart- 
moath (lat«r New Bedftird) 1760-1803; lived with his son at Tiverton till his 

dcatli, SoijtcintiiT '2{. 1807 ; a member of the Academy of Science of Boston and 
of Philadelphia ; was called by the Ker. Dr. I^wuU. of Bottoa, " one of tiits giants 
of flit time." An ardent patriot daring the Revoiadon. visitfng the camp to en- 
courajjo the soTiliers, In- was a member of the Masiaeluiaetts Convention of ITS'*; 
and, as a classmate and ft-ieod of Governor Hancock, was chosen to visit him and 
persuade Mm to leave hit sick-room end offer hii famoot amendments In the 
Convcniion. W. ,T. Poller, The First Cotiu'rc Rational Society la KeW Oedrord, 
ALiss., pp. 3S-dO; Meuiorias of 8. Willard, vol L pp. 212*214. 

20 
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was pretty well delivered. An English poem, on the prospecte of 
America, bj Dodge, wu not without its nierity bat would not bear 
comparison with that spoken last Commencement by Harris. The 

order in which the other performances came on was as follows : 

A forensic disputation upon thia question, — Whetlier the balance 
would be in favour of our existence were there no state but the pres* 
ent? By Sanders * and Tappan. 

A Greek conference upon the eril effects of avaiiee and of prodi* 
gality upon society. By Grardner and Jackson. 

A forpn-«ir: disputation. Whether a rppuMic is more secure of the 
ContimiaiH i' <»f its liliertief, vrhfn the oilifers in tliu hii^her brancht^f! of 
goveruuieut are clucied for t»everal ^eurti than when tiiey are auiiuiilly 
elected ? By Gordon and Lincoln. 

An English conference^ — Whether a krge emigration from Europe 
into the United States of America wouhl ujton the whole be but the 
real ;ulv;intag(! of the Suitos. T5y Adams 2d aud CaboU 

An English Oration, liy Abbot. 

The sj llogistics were omitted, and these performances were finished 
by two o*elock. I went and dined at Judge Oana's, and at about foar 
return 1 to the mi ( ting hous* . An English OnUiott was delivered 
by Mr. Ware upon the effects of reli^non u\>nn civil government and 
society. It was an excellent oration, and, noLwithstanding the Presi- 
dent's caution iu the morning, there was something like a clap, which 
proceeded chiefly, I imagine, fnmi the stndmita that were present. The 
President with his peculiar elegance of ezpreerion said, I am sorry 
that the desires of the Corporation and Overseers should be infringed 
upon," and proceeded to give the degr«>es. There was a new cere- 
mony, (if i^Mviii:; a d«':,'rte of bachelor in physic; two young feilowsj by 
the name of Hall aud Fleet ' received these diplomas, and even the 
President in giving them seemed to have the awkwardness of novelty 
about him. A valedictory Oration was apokm by Mr. AUyne,' and 
the President made a concluding prayer, which concluded the public 
ceremonies of the day. I foigpt to observe that, after the forenoon 

1 P u ; 1 ni.irko Sanders was Pre8ideBtoftheUnivsnItyo(yefnoDtl800-18U; 
psstor at Medfleld, Mass., 181&-1829. 
* Ndther of th«M first medical gndtutst ftom "BarwurA Mesat to have attained 

a position of distinction in tlie profession. John Fleet (H. C. ITS.')), bt-loiif^ing 
to the family of Fleet's Almanack and the Mother Goose Melodies, waa a physi* 
claa In Boetmi ; died Jannarj 4, 1818. Omgt Hofaaes Hall (H. 0. 1781), bora 
January 8, 1703, in MeJfonl, was pli.vsician, apothecary and storv-keeper in 
BratUeiwro', Vt.i died there April 14, 1807. Vermont Uiit. Gacetteer, vol. v. 
p. 61. 

» Rev. John Allyn (H, C. 1785), born at BamsUble March 21, 1707; ordained 
at Duxbury December 8. 1788; a colleai^ue eettled June 7, 1820; died July 19, 
1833; a member of Hf UMsachoeetts Uiatorieal Society. 3 Mass. Uist ColL, 
voL V. pp. 215-868; Jnsthi Wiusor, Hist orDaabaiy, pp. 88^ 807-809. 
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performances were finishe<l, the Governor ' got up, adtirefesed tlie Presi- 
deut, who was likewise standing, hy the titlu of " reverend aud learued 
Sir," Mid made « long speech in which he Uest hU stara for being 
hom in a land of lib^j atid Scienoe, &c. Some people thoaght hia 

performance was equal to :iny in theooorseof the day; but n; inions 
on that subject were divided It was prepared before hand, though it 
bore ample testimony of the geuius and learning which the young 

geudemcu hud display 'd. 

" Wherein all prophets far oni went he. 
Though former days produced a pten^, 

Por any man, with half an <-yf>. 
What Btandfl btsfore him can espy, 
Bnt optics sharp it needs, I ween. 
To see what ia not to be ceen.** * 

To retonu After we came out of the meeting house I stroll'd about 
for some time, greeting one friend and another as I met them. I went 
wiih ForbeH and LittU», and drauk tea at Dr. Wiggles worth's. I re- 
turned to College, and spent the evening in diverse places. I finally 
found jouog Pbillipe, and took a supper with him at his chamber, 
where I fonnd also a number of his dassmates. I retired at about 
eleven o'dock, having enjoy'd the day v( ry liighly; but my q»lrita 
had been f^o much raised that I could <^l'1 hut little .sleep. 
llOx, The young gentlemen who graduated yesterday were 

Benjamin Abbot Charles Jackson 

Solomon Adams Abner Linooln 

Thomas Adama Henry Phelpa 

Thomas Bancroft John Phillips 

Oliver Barron James Prescott 

Stephen Baxter Daniel Clarke Sandera 

Joseph Brigham William Sawyer 

Joseph Cabot Amoe Tappan 

George Caryl John Dexter TreadweU 

Edward Clarke Charles Turner 

Oliver Dod^o Nathan Underwood 

James Gardner Samuel West 

Adam Gordon Eobert Wier. 

William HiU 

* The dstf of 1T87 had peHttoned fbe eorpanition for a prirate Coonnenoe' 

ment, but thi ir request w.ns refused on tlie ground that it might wrve as a pre- 
cedent, mud remove a ttimuiua toitudjr> " Another reason, whidi Mr. Willard 
•aid, had weiglit, altliough the gentlemen did not choose to atrow H publiclj, was 
their fear of oirt-niling tlie future Governor by depriving him of that opportiuiity 
to show himself in splendor and magnifloenoe." Manuscript diary, April 11, 
1787. See Jodah Quincy. Hist, of Harrard Unkersity, vol. iL pp 182-207, for the 
very strained relations between Governor IIiiDcoek aod the Ualvsni^. 

* John TnunboU, McFingsJ, Canto L lines 0^7. 
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.T:irob Kirnbal's name is inserted in the Thest s mid Catalogoei but be 
cuuld not ohtuiu his degree, being unable to pay his bilb. 

ThiB morning Mr. Andrews ealled me at Oolle^ before o'clock 
and we eoon disputed together towardt Braintree, where we arrived at 
about nine. Mr. Andrews breakfiuted with us, and then prooetsded to 
Ilingham, My spirits were so much exalted yesterday tliat a rnntrnry 
effect seeraa this day to tiike place ; the bow string by being too much 
distended canuot regain its usual position without au iuieriuediate re- 
laxation. Tlie weatlier was sultry, and I felt much fatigued. 

18th. Upon the warmest day we have had this snmmer I was 
oblige d to go to Boston, upon a hard trotting horse with the sun 
blazing ill my f:\ce. nil ihc wrxj. I do not know tb it I ever suffered 
more from the heat. And when I got into iioston I was obliged to 
bustle abont alimMt all the day. I bad to call three limes at Mr. 
Green's store before I eonld get the payment for a bill of exchange; 
which, I think, is a very irregular manner for a raercb tnt to transact 
business. I got the motiey, however, in the aftfrnoon. I din* d :if Mr. 
Dawes's, he was not at hooie bimself ; but BIr<«. Diwcs is :i charming 
woman. She is handsome, but tliere is an amial>ie sweetness iu her 
conntenaooe and manners far more pleasing than ttie most perfect 
beauty could be without it. W. Cnindi aceompatiicd me in all my 
excursions. TVe went together on the top of Beactin hill, and greatly 
enjoyed tho fine prospect and the refreshing breeze. At about seven 
o'clock the wind got round, and it grew quite cool. I mounted, and 
rode about a quarter of au hour iu the raiu, after which I hud a toler- 
able ride» and got home by nine o'clock. I had taken some letters 
from the p«>BtK>fllce, wliii h were from my sister at New York. 

I'Jtb. I was considerably fatigued by niy jaunt of yesterday,, but 
made out, liowever, to read someiliing in tin* lo'ir^e of the day; and in 
the slow progress which i have made since I cam ■ to Braiutree I have 
at length got through the volume of Dr. Priestley upon Hisitory and 
General PoIi(r|r, which I take to be an excellettt work. I shall take as 
early an opportunity as possible to peruse it again. 

20th. I tarried at home this forenoon, in order to write a let^f»^ to 
my si-?for. In the afternoon I attenili d at meeting. Wunt up to Mr. 
Cranch's after meeting, and pass'd an hour there. I took niy leave of 
them, and went home to prepire fbr returning to Newbury-Port. I 
know not that I ever left Braintree with so much regret* I have past 
my time most Agreeably here these 6ve weeks, and have bad almost all 
my nearest con tu'xions n!id d»*:irest fnon?!?? nbont me; but otherwise, 
almost all the time has l>etMi lu^t to me, and 1 mu.st return to tiio^^e 
pursuits which are to be the support of my future life. In the winter 
I hope to spend some wedu heri^ and then I shall endeavoar to join 
the utile didcL 



DIART OF JOHN QUIZTCT ADAHB. 



157 



2l8t. Tins morniug I left Bniintreo in corapany with my brother 
Tom, who was going to Haverhill ; and io order to have cuuipaiiy, so 
groftt ft put of the way, I determined to go there with him. We stopp'd 
a tbort time at Cambridge, and I went to Dr. Band's to take a letter 
from Miss Newhall, as I bad promised her at Conimeucement. She 
■was gone out, but bad left the loiter. AVe dined in Wilmington, and 
got to Haverhill between seven and eiglit o'clock. In Woburu, we 
saw young Bartlett, who bad thoughts some time since of opening au 
offioe in Bramtree, bat got disoouraged there and finally detendned 
upon Wobam, where^ from the appearance of the place, I should doubt 
somewhat of his succeeding very much ; but in the present State of the 
profession, there can be but little choice of place for a young man. 

22d. I Went to see Leonard White thia forenoon. His father has 
been uuweii for some days past.. His complaints are of a lethargic 
natore, and his habit is snch that such disofders must probably prove 
in the end fatal to him. He now sleeps as mnch as half his time, 
and is consequently half dead. I went to see Mrs. Bartlett, and saw 
Mr. S. Blodget there; his brother Caleb, and yonng Mr. Brock I met 
with yesterday on the road from Boston, at the tavern, and they came 
forward before us. I pass'd the afteruoou at Mr. Thaxter's, and the 
evening at Mr. 8haw*s. 

23d. I had almost promised Mr. Thaxter to wait till the afternoon ; 
bnt as there was an fxpponraiicc of a probability that the weather would 
be disagreeable, I thought it would be sai'est to como home before din- 
ner. My brother Tom rode with me about four miles to the ferry. 
I got to my lodgings b^ween twdve and one. I osUed at Dr. Kilham'i 
shop, and there received an invitation from Mr. Marquand to dine 
with him. There was some company there ; but persons with whom I 
liad no afquaintance. I called at the ofRce in the afternoon, and re- 
tunuid to Mr. Marquand's to tea. lu (he eveiiiufr, 1 went nnsl deliv- 
ered to Miss Coats the letter wliich Miss ^'ewhaii lull iur her, and 
came home quite early. 

24th. I returned, and once more took my seat in the office, hot 
did little this forenoon. Thompson was unwell, and did not attend. 
I went with Putnam to club at Little's ; there were only thrco of us, 
Tlion)|>6uu being indiiiposed, and SUicey out of town. I was this day 
iuform'd that Pickmau has lain siside all thoughts of practising law, 
and bos already opened a store in Boston. The determinatbn was 
rather sudden ; for it is but a fortnight since he was sworn into Court 
at Salem, where he then intended to open an office immediately. But 
he never was fond of the profession, aiid while he was studying with 
OS I suspected that he would never do much business as a lawyer. 

S5th. Mr. Andrews came to town last night, and celled to see na 
at the oifice this forenoon. They have engaged him to preadi here at 
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Mr. Carcy'i? for six Sundays, and will probablj employ him longer 
I Btill. I returned this day to Rawn's Pleas and PleadiriL"*- ^yhh']\ I 
( left vvhcu I went to Braintree, but could not proceed with great advau- 
I tage, aft I left my extfftct book in » fHiaU trunk wbicli wm to ooina 
this dsy in the stage, bat ha* MHuehoir fiulecL I shall nuke loiiie 
alterattODB for the futaro in my plan of study. I shall not confine 
my!?elf so closely and exrlu«(ivply to the law ; hut pliall devote some 
j))rt of the day to studies of a lighter wd more entertaining 
kind. 

86th. I went to pay a visit to Hn. Hoop«>, but dtsappointed her 
by baring no news from her son Jo, who is now with Mr. Townscnd. 
Took a long walk quite alone. We have a new boarder at my lodg- 
ings; a Mr. Homain, a Frejiehman, who cnmo a few days after I went 
from here last. I have not seen him yc-t, as he went on a hshing party 
tfie day that I came home, and is not yet returned. 

27th. Hr. Andrews preadied lor us this day, and was somewhat 
longer than usual, to the great gatiifactton of some people who rannot 
ed?^Uy he contented. ^Ir. Sprin;^ and Mr. IMnrrav both had a thiril meet- 
ing in the evening j it wan ocr isional at Mr. Murray's, but Mr. Spring 
is determined henceforth to make a practice of giving a lecture on 
Sundays, bendes one in the erening on Thursdays. Am Mr, Carey's 
parish may now be conudered as Tacantf an opportunity presents to 
Attract some <rf those who belong there. The spiritual welfare of the 
individuals may charitably !)e supposed the only motive which Mr. 
Spring will acknowle<lge, even to himi^elf, but says the Duke de la 
Bochefoucault, (who was as fully convinced of the depravity of the 
human heart as Hr. Spring, and who was much better acquainted with 
it), "L'esprit est toujours la dujie du ctnur,"— tlie head is ever the 
dupe of ih»; heart. And, when the passions assume the form of princi- 
ple, the disguise will be discovered by every body else sooner than by 
the man who is directed by them. Mr. Spring's interest will be pro- 
moted should he make converts, for his parish is small and poor ; his 
Tsnity will be flattered* by bringing people over to his opinion ; and 
when in addition to this, his imagination fondly persuades him that 
his cause is likewise the cause of Oo<l, it is not to be wondered th.nt 
he cau reconcile himself to eontradiettons, and that his pnietice is 
openly at variance with bis tlieory, wbicb coudemus the use of means 
for bringing sinners to repentance. 

28th. I finished reading Bacon's Pleas and Pleading; but the sub- 
ject is BO knotty that I must at some future period read this over once 
or twice more. I began a third time upon Rlaekstone, a book which 
a lawyer cannot possibly read too much. In the evening, I walk'd 
into Newbury with Stucey. I have been eng:igcd for some days upon 
a matter whieh takes all my l^ure time: it is in writing a piece Ux 
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the 5th of September. The Society at Cftmbri^^ have Ordered me 
to speak on that day ; and I shall obey, if X can possibly attend. 

29th. After spending the day as nsoaly I walk*d with 8taccy and 
Putnam. After going some wny into Npwbnry we returned audwalk'd 
upon a sort of a t^rrass in High Strt'tt. Wt; tlitre aaw a numljer of 
young ladies \vho seemed to uxpttt to Uo accosted; and some of wliom 
finally sat down on the grass, perhaps to see if that would not eall 
onr attention to them ; but we were teally inezorablet notwithstanding 
Hiss Bradbury was there. Indeed it hus been observed that Putnam 
has of late wholly altered his conduct towards her ; and there have 
been many sjicculutions concern iu^j the cause or the causes of this 
difference. Suuie of these young ladies were m much piqued at our 
apparent neglect of them that they revenged themselves with propw 
spirit by laughing loud at US as we past by them ; and what pun- 
ishment could possibly be more severe than the ridicule of a young 
lady? 

30th. This afternoon Mr. Cutler called at our office, and per- 
suaded me to ride with him up to Mr. Brown's £srm, where we found 
» number of young ladies. The afternoon was toleraUy insipid j we 
drank tea there, and afterwards escorted the ladies. I rode with Miss 
Jones, and left her at Captain Fletcher's. I afterwards returned 
there, but she was already gone. There was a very brilliant rorthcrn 
light in the evening. Mr. Cutler is one of the most complaisant per- 
sons with whom I am aoqmunted. The ladles employ him upon almost 
every oeeasion» and yet behave to him in such a manner as does not 
express a sense of obligations received. They even slight and disre- 
gard him for performing those services by which ho rendere himself 
useful to them. There are problems in the female character which 
are not easily solved. 

81st» I amuse myself in reading Junius*s letters, which, though 
die factiomi productions of a partisan, contain siany ezoelleut observa- 
tions upon men and manners. We met this evoiing at Putnam's* 
Thompson left us to go to lecture I 

Friday, August 1st, 1788. 

The day was spent in the usual uninteresting manner. Indeed it 
may be generally observed that the more advantageously the day is 
employed for myself, the less I have to say at the close of it. I 
walk'd in the evening with Stacey, till alter nine o'clock. 

2d. Mr. Farnham proposed to me this rooming to join a party 
which wa.*? formed to go in the afternoon to the grove ; a romantic 
spot where the young people are fond of visiting. I declined, how- 

< The Piii Beta Esppa Sodtl^. 
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ever, aod they fiudlj gave up the Bchtiiie^ at diey were inlonned the 
proprietor of the land had aome objecUont. I have been thia week 

tcderablj iudustrious. 

8d. I heard Mr. Andrew?? prench. About as long; as he ^as laat 
Sunday. I think he is gaiuiiig ground in tlie jjiirisli, and am in 
hopes that he may be fioallj settled without much oppoiiiLiou ; which 
would greatly disappoint some flaming sealots, who, like all sealotii 
justify uoworthj means by the sanctity of the end. I walk'd in the 
beginning of the evening with Stacey, and afterwards called at Mrs. 
Hooper's. Betsey gratilit-d her temper by the most unlimited eeverily 
upon u number of young ladies who usually associate together. There 
appears by her eODTerwition to be some peculiar enmity against them. 
Her mother alwaya reprorei her, and always followe her example. 
There appears a singular pleasure in observing the trifling and silly 
conduct of that circle ; and thus, throuudiout six loty, the folUes of ono 
always contribute to the gratification of many otht-rs. 

4th. Blackstoue still furnishes me with employment for my fore* 
noon hours i and I this day took up the fourth volame of Hnme's 
History^ whidi I was reading when I last went from here. Thia 
author's manifest partiality in &Tonr of the Stuarts, his nneetsing 
labours to palliate tlieir faults, and his blindness to thoir crimes!, must 
be overlook'd or forgiven in favor of the iiri at entertainment whieh ho 
aHorciii. I pasiiM ttie evening with Tiiomp»ou, at Mr. Curler's. The 
eonyersation waa not nnoommonly interesting, though the old gentle- 
man is always agreeable to me. Betsey Smith of Boston was ther^ 
and has been with them for several weeks. 

5th. This forenoon a Doctor Youn^ catno to our office, for a writ 
agaiubt a number of insurgents. It seems he was a volunteer in the 
service of government, the winter before last, and, being upon a party 
against several of them, received a ball in his knee, which has made 
him a cripple for life. lie brought an action ai:ainst them some time 
since at Worcester. But ]\U jury were one lialf of tliein in<:nrirent8, 
who were for giving him no damages, and the oilier half thought he 
should have a thousand or iiftecu hundred pounds. They coidd not 
agree, upon which he discontinued his action, and is now determined 
to bring one forward in this county, where he hopes to find a more 
Jmparti d jury. The cause will, I doubt not, be very interesting, and 
Mr. Parsons will exert himself. I w.dk'd in tlie eveninij ^vith Stacey. 

6th. Putnam went last week to Daiivi rs, and returu'd this forenoon. 
Ho brought mo a letter which came from Towusend enclosing one 
for Mrs. Hooper. Araory it seems has suddenly determined to open 
an office in Salem, and has already put his deUTmination into execu- 
tion. He had concludes! to take a trip, either to Oeijrgia or Carolina; 
but upon being informed that Pickman had altered his scheme, he 
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thought it would be best to try hia fortune first in this part of the 
country. I went in the eTeuing with Thompson np to Mrs. Atkins's. 
I told them that TowDsend was ooming here next week. Becca said 
•he hoped he woald make himself wdcome by bringing Jo Hooper with 
him. It was conjectured while Townscnd lived in this town that he 
liiul a partirility for this lady. He fre<iuoiitt'(l the house very much ; 
and tliere appears now a coolness in *!iein bordering; upon the resent- 
ment of diauppointment. JUrs. Aikms said that a man mn.st generally 
he a good judge of hi« own compontion^ and ask'd me if I waa of that 
o^nnlon. I was not, and eDdeavoored to avoid answering directly; bnt 
she would not suffer it ; and I was finally obliged to agree to the troth 
of her observation ; protestando to myself that it was only from com- 
plais:ince to a lady that I agreed, which will always excuse a little 
self-denyaig, as Iludibras coils it. 

7th. Thompson did not attend this day at the offloe. Fhillipe 
called to see us this afternoon. He has been to Portsmouth, and is 
now upon his return to Boston. He expects to read law in Mr. 
Dawes's oi&ce. I walk'd into Newbury tliis evening with Stacey. 
The evening grow long to my great regret. At present I can employ 
the evening from dosk till nine o'clock in wnlldng ; and as I am not 
met fond of visitbg, this is the moat agreeable, as well as to me the 
most nsefol, method of spending my time. I am not npon familiar 
terms in one house in town ; and upon th" cold formality of cere- 
mony, Avith which all my visits must be accompanied, I confoES 1 wish 
not to be extensively acquainted. 

8th. We net this evening at my lodgings, as we have ehanged the 
evening in order to aooommodate Thompson, who wishes to attend Mr. 
Spring's lectures. This young fellow, who is possessed of most violent 
passions, which he with great difficulty can command, and of unbounded 
ambition, which he conceals perhaps even to himself, has been seduced 
into that bigoted, illiberal system of religion which, by professing vainly 
to follow purely the dictates of the HUe, in reality contradicts the 
whole doctrine of the New Testament, and destroys all the boundaries 
between good and evil, between right and wrong. But, like all the fol- 
lowers of that sect, his practice is at open variance with his theory. 
When I observe into what inconsistent absurdities those persons run 
who make speculative, metaphysical religion a mattw of importance, 
I am fnlly determined never to piusle myself in the maaes of reli^oas 
discnssion, to content myself with practising the dictates of God and 
reason so far as I can judge for myself, and resign myself into the 
arms of a Being whose tender mercies are over all his works. 

9th. Thompson went to see Miss Roberta ul Newtown. I cannot 
read with so mudi satisfac ti on fbr some days past, aa I nsoally do, as 
nj eyes are veiy troohlesome. Walk*d in the evening, bat quite alone. 

ai 
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I finisilief] fi day or two since my pprformnnce for the fith of next 
montli, ami nm now very clot^cly enpi^cJ in a XDAtter which has been 
accumululiug upon me these two mouths. 

10th. Ifo. KimbftU «iipplied the place of Mr. Andrews this day. 
I observed none of Capt* Coomhs's family were at met'ting, and heard 
in the afternoon that his daughter Polly had left this world, and I 
trust for a better, this morning, aff'T m illness of four or five months. 
In the afternoon I went to Mr. bpruig t> meeting, and heard a Mr. 
Story preach there, hammering away in the true stile upon predeMinn- 
tion and free-will. None but an atheist, he said, could doubt of the 
former ; and no man that had oommon sense of the latter. He en* 
denvoured to soften his system ns much as possible ; hoping thereby, 
I suppose, that he might be emjiloy'd iu the other parish. I walk'd 
with Stacey and Romain, in the evening. We met Amory, who was 
returning from Cape Ann, with Miss Fletcher. After he had carried 
her home, he went at about nine in the evening with Stacey to Ipswich. 

11th. Thompson watch'd last evening; iu consequence of which 
he felt not much dispofied to study closely this day, and was but little 
at the office. Wulk'd in the evening with Putmun. 

12th. I called iu the afternoon, fur about halt an huur, at ihc otfice. 
Attended Miss Coombs's fnnersl. It wis very long. I walk'd with 
Patnam. As we were returning we aoooeted Miss Jones and Miss 
Fletcher, and waited on them home. After which we went to see 
Townsend, who eame in town this foronoon ; we pn«t nn hour or two 
there, and afterwards walk'd till between nine and ten. Townsend's 
cough still hangb upuu him; and, although he fancies himself essen- 
tially better* liis situation appears to me more dangerous than it did 
four months ago. His spirits however sre as brisk and lively as they 
ever were ; and he talks as much as ever, which I believe is rather 
injurious to him. My time tlies from me with the rapidity of !i whirl- 
wind, every hour is precious, and every momeut unemployed becomes 
a subject of regret. This afternoon has been lost to me, unless the 
view of the object before me be turned to some profit ; though even 
that, by showing more forcibly the brevity and uncertunty of lifOf 
should rather condemn me for neglecting to improve every minute 

to the best purposes. 

13th. Mrs. Emery, who has been very ill these four or five weeks, 
died hut night, leaving to the wide world two orphan children,* who 
three yean ago had the fsirest prospeets of sharing a lortnne of ten 

> Hannah Tracy Emery (svpm, p. 46) and Robert Emery. He entered TT:ir- 
vard College, but loss of properly compelit-d hira to le«TC ; went to sea; woi a 
•tiip-maater at twenty ; lived in Newbnryport, Salem and Botton ; died Auirast 1, 
1841. Hufiis Emei7,€l«nsaloglcslB«««tds of DcsosndsatsofJohaand Anthony 
Emery, p. 406. 
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thomand ponnds sterling } bat wbo, in oonteqneooe of Mr, Tracy's 

mufortuocs, are now almost destitute of support. I walk'd in Uie 
pvrniiig with Stacey and Little. Stacey left us. ^V'e met Putnam 
walkiug with eome young ladies. I join(Hl them, and pnss'd tho 
remainder of the eveuiug at Mr. Frazier's. The&e young Misses have 
attained an importance rather above tiieir years, and to the trifling 
conduct and conversation of childhood nnite the ponciilioua fbrmality 
of riper yeara. I receive not much satisfaction in their comj»any, and 
as they ore handsome I had rather look at them for five minutes than 
be with them five hours. Putnam is not so ditricult to please ; he can 
conform to their manners, and enter into all their debates. Ue is con- 
sequently a favourite. 

14th. This was a day of humiliation and prayer at Mr. Carey*^ 
on account of his sickness, and to imj)l()re tlie assistance of Providence 
in choosing a colleague to supply his phice. Sir. Webster of Salisbury 
preached in the forenoon, and performed very well. But Dr. Tucker 
in the afternoon was very interesting and pathetic, in showing how 
good and pleasant a thing it b for hrediren to dwell together in unity. 
I attended Mrs. Emery*s funeral. Hr. Andrews made the prayer, 
and performed ewu better than wns expected. I passed part of the 
evening with Towusend ; railed at Mr, Tufts's to st-e Mrs. Shaw, but 
she was gone out. Mr. Shaw called to see me in the morning. They 
came in town last night. 

15th. I called in at lir* Tnfts'a to see IdDra. Shaw this morning. I 
found old Hr. Carter there. Geneological as usual. I dined at bis 
honse, with my friends from Iluverhill. He asked me to return to tea ; 
I excused myst-lf. He said that tippling business would be going on, 
every afteruoon at six o'clock ; if I would cull there I should be wel- 
come. I returned to the ofRoe^ but felt so much dissipated that I could 
not attend with much application. We met this evening at Stacey*s 
lodgings. Townsend went away just before sunset. Lincoln^ a class- 
mate of Thompson's, pass'd the evening with us. Though a young 
preacher, he is not so rigid in his principles as many others are. In 
the close of the evening we took a walk. 

16th. Dined with TowntMid, In company with Hr. Andrews nod 
Thompson. After duinw we took a ride ; went down to Mr. N. 
Tracy's, but ho was not at home. On the road we met the Governor, 
who was coming into town. We went to Mrs. Atkins's. She was in 
fine spirits and consequently very good company. We were, howevery 
obliged to come away early, as tibe weaAw was rather disagreMhle. 
I spent the evening at Mr. Hooper's. Hr. Cutler was there. Wo 
atrdl'd abonty an bonr or mor^ aAer we came away. The week baa 

1 Rev. Bsmy Unoob (H. C. 1786), bora November 9, 1766^ In Hinghan ; pastor 
at VUnrauth; died May S8, 1867,fai Haatu^et Hiit eC HiaghaD, voL iL p. 487. 
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disappeared in a very singular mnnner, some thing or other has taken 
me from my studies every day ; and at the close of the week I regret 
the time lost without being able to repair it. This is not tbe first 
time that I htm ezp<»i«u»l CU» effect iinee I eame into thia town, 
and I greatlj lear at will not be the laat 

17th. Mr, Andrews prcach'd for us ; this forenoon he wae lengthy 
in his prayer npon the late misfortunes in the several families. In his 
sermon ht^ likewise touched upon the .^uliject, in recommending; to ii3 
80 to number our days that we might apply our hearts unto wisdom. 
I past the erening with Townaend. There fell a eonaiderable quantity 
of nun in the course of the la»t night and of thit day. And it will be 
very osefnl, as the iniits of the ground were langnishing liar want of 
moisture. 

18th. Tliis morning I perceived a deal of stirring in the streets, 
and was liually informed that the Governor was reviewing the troops 
of this town; after which a number of offioenand other gentlemen 
escorted his excellency to Haverhill, where he uitends to dine, and 
then, I suppose, he means to show himsi It* somewhere else. I passed 
the day at the oflice, and the evening at home in writing. I in- 
tended to have tal^tu my usual exercise } but upon leaving the office 
I found it was raining, and it oonthnied all the evening. I amused 
myself tolerably wdl at home. I have indeed had for some time past 
almost as much business to do at my lodginge as at the office ; but I 
hope to be gradually relieved. 

IDth. Several of the gentlemen who aecompnni^'d the Governor 
yesterday to Haverhill went on to Salem with him, and did not rciura 
till this evening. I was with Townaend. 

SOth. I was walking with Putnam in one of the streets in town 
this ev( ning, when we heard a strange noise in a house, and a number 
of people standing round it. We went up to the window and heard 
a man exliurting, as they call it, that is calling upon (lod in every tone 
of voice, and repeating a number of texts of scripture incoherently 
huddled together so as to make an unintdligible jumble ct nonaense, 
which they think is a proper method of seeing the Lord. 

21st. Upon Staccy's invitation I went with him and Putnam, and 
two young lads by the name of (}r< <'tu)ugh, to ^Tr. (^reetdeufs, where 
we had something iiive a concert ut music The house was soon filled 
with people ; it seemed as if there was nobody within five miles that 
had ever heard the sound of a violin before. Some of the young 
ladies thought it would be pretty to join with their voices in the 
music; and the concert thenceforth became both vocal and instrumen- 
tal. I was f.itigtied by ten o'clock and cnnld blow no more ; and find- 
ing that Staccy and Putnam had got so much engaged with a lovely 
songstress, (or one that might be lovely) as shew no prospect <^ 
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an intcntkm to qtutp I came of^ and left them at about eleven 

o'clock. 

22d. We asaemblod this evening at Thompson's. Mr. Greeuleaf 
called Id aud past an hour with at. He was apprehensive that we were 
disgusted with the crowd last evening j tmt we undeoetved him. He 
talk'd abont the war ; lor he was an officer in our may. 

'* And little of this great world can he speak 
Mors than pertains to feats of broils aud battle.'' ^ 

Putnam has not yet got over his trick of leaving us to join the young 
ladies ; but this evening he ;i< kuowledged he was jroing to Mr. 
Frazier's. Wo likewise walk d in the evening, and stroird about till 
ten o'clock. 

2dd. Dined at Thompson's, with Mt, Andrews and Townsend. In 

the afternoon I took a ride with Little to Haverhill. I endeavoured to 

persuade him to go with rae the week after next to Cambridge ; but 
my labour was in vain. ^Vo had a very smart thunder sbower while 
we were on the road, but it Wiu» very soon over. 

Here Ihk jmimal very abruptly breaks off. I had long donbted 
whether the ntOity attending the method which I have pursued were 
adequate to the time I have devoted to it. Bat an indispositioi) which 
for two months has prevented me from writing, has finally turiH <I the 
wavering scale. I will not however immediately drop all memorials 
of my traui>actiou8 ; but tiiu remainder of this volume will probably 
contain a space of time as long as that recorded already in more than 
two vols, and an half. 

Wednesday, September Sd. I went over the river with Staoey and 
Remain upon a shooting party. We had tolerable sucepss. It was 
very windy ; and with a heavy boat and only one oar we had some 
difficulty to get across the tiyet. Bridge arrived this day in town* I 
proposed to him to go with me t<Hnorrow3 and he has partly promised 
to accept my proposa]. I this evening inli[ffmed Hrs. licathers of my 
intention to change my lodgings. 

Thursday, September 4th. Left Newbury-Port this morning with 
Bridge. We dined at Putnam's in Danvers, very indifferent enter- 
tainmeiit. After mktaking our road and going to Wldsunet Inrry, 
we finally got to Cambridge a little before nine o'dock. liodg'd at 
Bradish's. 

Fridi y, f^eptember 5th. The assembly at the anniversary of * B K 
was more numerous than I have known it. There were near forty 
members present, among whom were two from Dartmouth College. 
Lincoln, who was to have bcMi one of the speaks obtained leave to 
be ezcosed on acoonnt of 111 health* Tlie GovenuV} happening to he 

1 Otbello, Act L Scene 3. 
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here with the admirftl, and some other officers of the French squadron, 
BOW in Bostou barbuur, honoured us with his presence, as did all the 
college officers. I spoke the oration which is hereto auuejicd, ufier 
wlii(^ we retired to the butler's dumber i the French Consul,' who 
had likewise attcaded, came there to oompliment me, Ac Alter 
doing what business was necessary, we all went down to Warland's 
and diued together ; and the festire board crowned the enjoyments of 
friendship. 



We separated earlj in the afteniooii, and I went and paid a visit at 
Dr. WaterhonseX and at Mr. Williams's. I went to Boston, when 
Bridge left me ; and I took up my brother Tom. We met my class- 
mate Tom Chandler,' who just came from Halifax. We got to liralntree 
between seven and eight o'clock, where 1 found Mr. I'uriionSi who 
pass'd the evcuiug with us, but lodg'd at Mr. Woodward's. 

Sonday, September 7tb, 1788. The Marqois de Sainne?ille, com- 
mander of the Frendi Squadron now in the harboori and the CSieralier 
Maccartj do Martegnes^ captain of the AchiUe, dined here to^j* 
Several other otlicers were detained by the baduess of the weather. 

Wednesday, September 10th. The Govirnor, with the captains of 
the French ves^Us, the French Coui>ul aud t»oiue other geutleuieu, dined 
with us. 

Friday, September 12ili. I left Braintroe to return to Newbury- 
Port. Found Bridge in Boston. Dined at Mr. Smith's. We left 
Boston ut about five o'clock, and rode ten miles to Newhall's taTerUf 
where we lodge. 

Saturday, September 12th. Breakfasted in Salem; saw Amory 

1 Lc Riear de L'Etombe wai eonsul for Mas'sachusofts in 1788. July in, 17?VS, 
his cxe<)iiatur, as Consul General resident in riiila(li.'lplii)i, was revoked bj I'n si- 
dent A ilntns for infringements of the neutrality of tliu Unittnl States. See Jolin 
Adam*, Works, vol. viii. p. Clo; vol. ix. pp. 6^ 14^170; WsUst Lift and fablic 
SerTicea of Samuel Adams, vul. iii. p. 141. 

* " Thomu Chandler of WoroMter waa nineteen the 11th of last January. Hia 
father was formerly one of the most opulent indiviiluals in N. Englarul ; I nt in 
consequence of his siding witli the British in tiie late war, a large part of il waa 
cenllacatad; be had fifteen or sixteen cbildreo, so that Tom has not tbe prospeet 
of a veiy ^sat sstate. His dlipoiiiion U good ; he is exttsms^ itasciUe, but 

He carries anger, as the flint bears fire; 

a trifle will throw him off his guard, but a moment's recollection, reforms him. 
In the space of Are minutes I have seen him calm, raging, riolent and repenting; 
exospting at such times his temper is easy and contented ; his happiness, however, 
proceeds chiefly from want of thought and reflection. In short, he appears to be 
influenced so entirely by his passions that I should think him rather an instru- 
ment of action than a moral agent." Manuscript diary of J. Q. Adams, Maccb 
14, 1787. (M nnrllcr was a " m' rrhnnt " in Worcester, aud disd there in Uaj* 
1804. W. Luicoin, iiist. oi VVorccfiter (lb<i2j, p, 22& 



Digitized by Google 



DIABY OF JOHXr QUmOT ADAMS. 



167 



and Learned. Dined at Ipswich. AVe got to Newbury-Port at aboafe 
five. Wc ludge tliis uight at jVlrs. Hooper's. 

Sundny, September 18th. I did not deep a wink the whole Qight. 
Hy nerves are in a very ditagreeable state of inilal^kHh I attended 
meeting all day at Dr. Tucker's, with Bridge. I called in the (evening 
at Mr. N. Carter's and at Mr. Tufts's, to deliver letters. At Mr. 
Tufta'a I saw Mr. Shaw, who I find preached for Mr. Andrews this 
day. I retired early, and went to bed, but could get no sleep. After 
laying about three hoars, I got up and went over to Dr. Swett, and 
reqiieeted him to supply me with an opiate^ whi<& he did ; It gradually 
composed my nerves, and gave mi- a few hours of sleep. 

Saturday, September 20th. I have had three or four slee]»l*";s nights 
this week, and for the little rest I have enjojed I have been indebted 
to soporific draughts. I diueti l\m day with Mr. Parsons, with Bridge 
and with Foster/ who took his station in the office on Thursday. This 
aftornoon I monnted a horse and went to Haverhillt where I am deter- 
mined to spend a few days, and see if I cannot recruit my health. I 
found IT. Lincoln here. 

Wednesday, September 24th. Lincoln went yesterday for King- 
ham ; I went with Mr. and Mrs. Shaw to Andover. There was a 
large company at Mr. Symmes*s and after dinner we had a lecture, 
the sermon was intolerably long. Singing remarkably good. Wo 
got back to Haverhill just after sunset. My brother Charles with 
Daniel Russell arrived here this evening. Charles obtained leave to 
come and see me. Mr. Tluucter and his lady pass'd part of the even- 
ing hei^. 

Saturday, September 87th. Anotho* tedious, sleefdess ni^^t, 

CSharles and Russell returned to Cambridge» I dined at Mr. White's, 

and in the afternoon got a little sleep which greatly refreshed my 
droopini; sj/irits. ^Ir. French wa.s here in the evening. 

Tueoday, September 3()th. The weather wnn not very favourable ; 
hut, as the Court of Common Pleas was to sit this wedL in Newbury^ 
Port, I concluded to return there. When I got home I found Bridge 
unwell. Nothing done at Court but preparatory business this day. I 
retired early to bed. 

Wednebday, October Ist, 1768. 

** O gentle sleep. 
Nature's soft Nufse, how have I frighted thee 
That thou no more wilt weiq:h mine eye lids down 
And Steep my senses in forgetfulness." * 

X BoMenfrer Vtmttv, etaMmale of J. Q. Attaint; see tupm, p. 68. 

2 !!f V Wi l im Sviiin.es. D.D. (H. C. 1750). pastor at North Andover, 1768- 
1807. Hurd, ilist. uf Eawz County, pp. 1606, 1007. See ni^, p. 3& 
• IL Heniy IV., ActilL Sosne L 
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Ill tbe praent aHaadoii of mj healtli I cannot poisibly attend at all 
to study, and Ibii drcnniBtanoe with soma others has determined ma to 
spend some weeks, perhaps some montbs, at Braiutree. I spoke for a 
place in the stage which goes to Boston to-morrow. No business of 
consequence done at Court this day. Pass'd part of the evening at 
Mr. Jackson^fti 

Thnraday, October Sd. I took my teat in the atage, in oompany with 
a lady who came from Portsmoath« and Mr. VaughaOf the brother of 

the fjentlemcn with whom I was acquainted in Ix)uilo:i.' It was seven 
in the evening before we got to llostoii. I went to Mr. Smith't^ ; 
pass'd part of the evening, and lodged at Dr. Welch's. Liodg'd at 
Mr. Snith't. 

Friday, October 8d. W. Cranch came into Boaton with my father, 
who, comini; opon bonneu which will detain him in town thia night, 
gave me an opportaiuty to ^t to Braintree. I came home in company 
with my cousin. 

Tuetniay, Uctuber 7tb. Mr. Murray,* the preacher who came from 
Engknd with my &ther, came thia day to pay him a vidt, with hia 
lady wliom he has lately married. He appears to be a man of an 
easy temper and an ingenious mind, though not highly improved by 
learning;. Ills wife is nii^reeable ; tliough she appears a little tinctored 
with what tlie French cull Ic prccieux. 

Tuesday, October 14th. My occupations have been very regular, 
and similar for a week past Last Thursday night I again experienced 
a total want of s]( ( p. By the help, however, of medecine and of con- 
stant exercioe I think I am in a way to recover. 

[Thia portion of the diary here ends abruptly. The last three words 
of it began a sentence never completed, — "This evpning my — .** 
The next page is blank. The three closing entries, those of October 
3d, 7tht and 14th, were made at Braintree. Mr. Adams remained there 
from October 8d to December 8ch, ridinir, tramping the fields and 
marshes gun in hand, and readlni; Gibbon's ''Decline and Fall," the 
Institutes of .In.-!tinian,'* and Foster's "Crown Law." lit; continued 
to suffLT from iusornni;i, and the consequent do|in's?ion of spirits found 
uo alieviatioti froin attendance on church services conducted by Parson 
WiUrd, who, he emphatically declared, " baa no feding." From ^ 
ministrations of the Bev. Oliver Kvetet^ of Dorcbester, Cither of 

* In October, 178.3, J. Q. Adams vMtMl Lon<Ion wfth bb fathert and, in the 

followiiif; summer, wlieu liis nintlier anil sister t-rossod tlic Atlantic to join John 
Adama, recently appointed Minuter to France, he spent a month in London 
awaiting their ■rrlvat Letters of Mn. AdamB, (1848) pp. 173, 186, 188; X 
Adams, Works, Tol. iii. pp. P,?'y-Z^7. 

> DoubtleM Rcr. John Murray, the Universalist preacher ; pastor at Gloacet- 
ter, HsM. See Appleton, Cjrclopadla eC Ameileaa Biography ; Babson, Blst 
ef Olonosster, pp. 42!MS9. 
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Edward Everett, who occasionally exchanged pulpits with "Mr. Wibird, 
he derived more satisfaction. In November John Adams ami liis wife 
loft Braiutree to go to ^«evr York, tetnporariij the scat of the new 
Fedend 6overofneot> in which Mr. Adams had bew diosen to th« 
office ct Vico-Pretideat On tlie 8th of December J. Q. Adams re- 
turned to Kewburyport, resumiug his studies in the office of Mr. 
Parsons. Hif^ diary was now reduced to daily memoranda of a single 
Hue each, and &o contiaued until the following September (1780). The 
winter td 1788-1789 was passed partly at Newbury port and partly at 
Bnuntree^ reading, riding, skating and "hunting fm partridges and t 
qnailsi,** with oi < islonal social entertaiomenla. Among the law books 
now reu'l, he noted Barrington's " OhservafifniR on thu Statutes" and ^ 
Buller's '"Nisi Prius." lie Hocarae also iiiLimate with the futnilv of ; 
Mr. Moses Frazier, of Newburypurt, one of whose (laughters, Mary, 
espedatly attracted him. Bnmors of a marriage engagement woe in 
circniationj and| years afterwards, there appeared in a Newborjport 
paper a highly colored account of the incidaBtk in which Mr. Adams, 
then ex-PresidiMit uid a man of seventy, was made to declare "that in 
all which coastituiei* genuine brauty, loveliness, personal accomplish- 
ments, intellectual eadowueuts and perfect purity of life aittl heart, 
Uias Ifaiy Frasier eioelled ** anything he bad e?er Icnown of *'the most 
attractive and recognized beautiful among the female sex iu Europe 
and America." Aii«l ho declartnl that he "loved her then," and loved 
"her memory" Btill.^ The writer of this over-colored aud extremely 
apocryphal narrative then weut on to add that J. Q. Adams acknowl- 
edged to him an engagement with Ifisi Frnder, hot on die understand- 
ing ** that should either see cause to ebange their mind they were left 
free to do so. The direct caose of the breaking off of the engagement 
[was] becaiiT' of the very proper interference and advice of Miss 
Frazier's fanjily and friends. They charged chat Mr. Adams was quite 
young [tweuty-twoj, without a profession, and with no very good pros* 
pects as to the future,** etc And, Mr. Adams is alleged to have 
added, *' In this advice they were about right, for I then certainly had 
no very flattering prospects, near or remote." The writer then asserted 
that the tradition in Newhnrvport was that Miss Frazier remained 
unmarried until after the news reaehe<l her of the marriage of Mr. 
Adams, in London, in 1797, seven years later. Concerning this epi- 
. code, Hr. Adams at the time wrote to his mother: "But upon (me 
■object, on which from a passage in yonr letter I am led to suppose yon 
art? under some apprehensions on my account, T think I can safely assure 
you they may be «iuiete<l. You may re-*t assured, m v dear Madam, that 
I am as resolutely determined never to connect a woman to desperate 

I Recollections of Nswboiyport liy Jamei Mont, '^l^ewboiyport Hsnl^'* 

Juoe 30, Itm. 
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fortuu('», as I am never to be iodebted to a woman for wealth. The 
same spirit, I presaaMi will opemle efjually to prevent ^ther of IImm 
cates, and yon shall never be requested for your consent to a coane<^ 

tioQ of mine, until I am able to support that connecaion with honor and 
independence." On the 'Jth of August, 178'J, his frieud and fellow 
8tud(*nt, Wiili im Amory, was married to Lucy Fletcher. Meanwhile 
his own health seums to have been in great degree restored, for he 
notea nmneroitB meetings of the "dttb" in wliieh be partieipated, 
■ockble orenings^ "noisy walks" and serenades "till three in tbe 
aiorniog*" One day they indulge in " an after dinner dance, company 
small but agreeahlf! " ; an*!, tliu next, he sees "the ladies' scheme for 
a sail fall through.'' Altoguther, the student life at Newhuryport 
seema sot to have been devoid of attractions. Finally, afker one 
of many evttiiDgB passed ftt Mr. Ffasier'% the mora ^tailed diaiy 
reopens.] 

Newbury-Port, Sunday, September Cth, 1789. 

Twelve months have nearly eLip-oil biuce I discontinued this joamal 
altogetiiur. Suverul mouthit of ill health detained me at Braiutree, and 
wholly diaqnalified me for the use of the pen ; after attending the 
session of the Sapreme Judicial Court nt Boston in February, I 
returned to this town on the 2Gth day of March, since which my 
health has been grudn illy r> stored, and is now almost as jjowl as it 
was })rL'vious to my bickue^^. The oventa which have occurred since 
1 have omitted to record them have not been suffieientlj interesting to 
indace me to regret the loss ; but aa those which are now immediately 
before me may b* tr ore important, I shall, for a few weeks at least, 
resume the practice, which sickness at first* and indolence afterwardsi 
led me to disuse. 

7th. I have for several months past intended to pay a visit to my 
Irtoids at New York s and several eircumstaneea concnr to render this 
period the most eligible lor that purpose. I left Newbnry-Port this 
momli^ in company with Mr. Atkins, Parson Andrews, and Tom 

Hooper who are going to Cambridge to attend the anniversary of the 
4 B K. which was deferr'd from the atli iiiat' till (o-morrovr. My 
intention w:i8 to have gone from Boston in the stage, whicli is to pro- 
ceed on Wednesday lor New York ; but on my arrival in town I foand 
Che places were all taken up. I then concluded the most expeditious 
method would be to go from hence to Providence by land, and there 
take a jiassage for New York iu one of the packets. I found the starve 
to Providence will go to-morrow morning at four o'clock. Being desti- 
tute of cash, I obtiiined of my friend J. Phillips tbe loan of a sum suffi- 
dent for my jonmey, for which I drew an order upon Dr. Tufts. I 
pais*d tho evening very agreaaUy with W. Cranch at Mr. Dawes's, 
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and between eleven anrl tw^ltre came to Hatch's tATern, from whence 
the stage takes its dep:irturt:.^ 

8tb. It was six this morniug before the stage started. I had two 
eompnniona; one a Mr. Wright from Mcntb Carolina s the other a 
young man from Connecdcut hy the name of Lanman.* We were 
tolerably flooiafale. Lanmau sung a namber of eou^'s of his own accord, 
and sung very well. But, upon boing r<»qucsicii l)y Mr. Wri<;ljt to 
continue, he allo«^ethcr ^luuied thai ho could siui^ at all. Wo break- 
fatited ui Dodhum, diued at Attleborougb, aud arrived at Providun«:ti at 
about six in the evenmg. We stopped at Daggett's tavero. I walk'd 
roond the town in the erening with fAndman. He is yonng and 
eODunanicative. . 

9th. I walked out with Lanman this morning, and went to the 
C'(»lU'gc, which coubiits ouly o£ ouc building,' nearly loug as two of 
die halls at Cambridge. This beiug a time of vacation the tutors were 
absent from the College, so that we had not an opportunity of seeing 
the library ; which, however, is Tety small. The chambers are not, I 
think, so well nrranged, they are certainly not so decent, as those at 
Cambridge. Mr. John Brown's houfse* is likewise a very conspieuoua 
building. We ouiy saw the outside of it, which is the most maguiticent 
and elegant private mansion that I have ever seen on this coutinent. 
The Baptist diurch * in this town is said to be tUe handsomest hoMe of 
public worship in America, and there are a largo number of very good 
private houses. The streets appear to be busy, and every thing exhibits 
evidence that this is a flourishing and thriving town. But the people 
appear much aggrieved l)y the i)ruceeding3 of their government,' who 

1 Itrael Ilatch then kept the White Uorse Tavern, Newbury Street, as a part 
ef WiithinfUm Street was called. It stood a tliort dbtanee south of tibe present 

Adams House. See Dr.^k. 'h ni J LMjuliiiarks of RojUm, pp. ">02, oD3. 

* Perhaps James Laamaa (Yale College^ of Norwich, Cono., tbeo 
(1780) twt nty veart old. Hs bdd afterwards namerons important oflloM; w«s 
United Suites Senator 1819-1826; a supporter of Crawfoni for tlie Prcsi«Jency ; 
a Judpre in the Superior Court of Connecticut 1826-1829 i major ot Norwich 
1831-1834 : died August 7, 1841. Lanman, Biographical Annals ; J. Q. Adams, 
llemoirn, etc. 

» ' Unirenity Hali" at Brown; then under the presidsncy of James 

Manning. 

* The proprietor was a prominent and patriotic nu r(-)iant» who planoed and 
promoted tlic attack on tlie British ship " Gaspee " in 1772. 

The hou»« pa8«c'<l by inheritance to the Ilerrisoffs, and then was purchased 
1^ Mrs. Elizabeth Gammell. It was lately acquired by Mr. Maisdca J. Fmy, 
and is l>eing amply renovatoti, but tlie oritiirml style is carffnl! y preserved. 

' A fine church, built in 1775, from the designs of Jatuea Ciibbs, an EuKlisb 
arcblteet. who worked In the style of Wrsn. Tbo Univsrsitj holds its eaeraisca 
for Comtnrncomcnt there. 

* Tiipre was much dispute concerning the adoption of the Constitution of the 
United States. In the preceding yeRr there had Wn party rancor and tome 
TiolencSi 8ss Arnold. Qiiioiy of Hbode Iihutd, vol. 11. pp. Ml, 647. 
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for several years pnst have given the sanction of law to every species 
of iniquity. Their Supreme Judicial Court are now ia Bessiuu at 
Providence. I went into Court twice this forenoon ; the/ were doing 
nothing, and the appearance of the Jadgee wm a perfect borlesqae 
upon justice. At about twelve o'clock we went on board the packet 
Leopard^ having for fellow travellers, besides the two gentlemen with 
whom I came from Boston, a Mr. Goldthwait, a merchant of Newport, 
whom I formerly saw at the Hague, and » number of women who 
•ppeer halutonted to more in hnmUo etottons of life. There wm a mna 
with them, who entertained us \ - i \ highly with singing. He liad na 
inexhaustible fund of snn j-s; but, iu the whole collection, there was not 
one that I ever heard sung before ; nor one that was tolerably good* 
Vulgarity and nonaeuse were completely united in every one of them. 
The distance between ProTidenoe and Newport is about thirty miles. 
The nsnal passage is from flve to honrs, bnt we sailed in a calmt 
and, after being carried down by the tide and the trifling breezes whidi 
arose about half the way, we were oblij^ed to come to anchor in order 
to avoid drifting backward by uu ans of tbu tide, wliic-h liad turned 
agaiuBt us. We continued at anchor from tkiveu iu the evening tu one 
in the morning; and then agun took advantage of the tide, and of a 
imall favourable breeze which came up. The cabin was small ; the 
accommodations not sufficient for the number of passengers ; and the 
beds very indifferent. From a mixture therefore of choice and neces- 
sity, 1 waik'd on deck a great part of the night, and had not slept an 
hour, when, at six in the morning, we arrived at Newport. 

10th. We put up at Townsend*e tavern, being near Ae wharf finom 
whence the New York packets sail. I engaged my passage on board 
tlie Rambler j» i lo t, Captain PcttTPon, who intends to sail to-morrow. 
I paid a visit to ^Iv. W. Ellcry/ but Aimy was not at home. 1 endeav- 
oured to sleep, but iouud it impossible. Lanman had letters for 

•oon after ^Knner called at Townsend't 
with young Marchant, who gave me an inTitatbn to drink tea with 
him, and I accordin^y wrat. There was some company. Mr. Ma^ 
chant himself is gone upon a deputation to New York. His lady was 
verv civil. His two daughtt^rs perform very well upon the spinnet, 
and accompany their performance with very good singing. I spent 

* Williftm Kllery, fatlier of Mrs. Francis Dana of Cnmbridpe, a sipripr of tlie 
IXeclaration of Independence and one of the most intiuential members of the 
CongreM of the Oonfederatf on. Ahmy Bllery, Mt da u ghter, married Hon. Witlism 
8te<lnian ; see sujtra, p. 14. O. C. Channinp, Early Kecolloctknis of Newport, R.L, 
pp. 207-216; W. li. Staples. Rhode Island in the ContineaUl Congress, etc. 

* Freenmablj Henry Marduuit, a ddegate from Newport to the Congress 
the Confederation ; very active in securing the adoption of the ConRtituiion of 
the United States; appointed bj President Washingtoo District Judge. W. K. 
Staples, Bhode Island in tlM Continental Congress, ele. 
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the afternoon and evening yery agreeably, but retired wAjf beiDg 
much fatigued after a sleepless night aiul an nrtivo rl iy. 

11th. The wind Is pleased to post]>oiit! our cieparture at lpn«f for 
cue day more. Landman sailed at noon in a small boat for New- Lon- 
don) bnt retamed before night ; not being able to proceed further than 
a point about fifteen miles from thie. A paeket arrived from New York 
this day after a paHi^ of twentj-foor hoars. I was standing upon the 
wharf when she arrived, and was surprised to see W. Amory ' step 
from her. lie only stopped to diue, aud intends going on as exjiedi- 
tiouslj OS he can to iioblon. I took the opportunity to write a letter 
to Bridge. I pass*d the afternoon at Mr. Merchant's, where I saw a 
daughter of President Stiles, a ladj d great vivacity, entertaining 
conversation, and agreeable manners, but no beauty. Mr. Goldthwait 
called upon us, and invited ds to take tea with him ; he has two dnnsh- 
ters, who have no particular attractions of that kind which inspires 
admiration at first sight. We likewise found there a Mr. Meyer, whom 
I onee saw in Boston about six wedcs ago. He is a Philadelphiant 
but is settled in the commercial line at Cape Francois. There is a 
softnesg in his character, which proceeds perliajis from an affectation of 
great sensibility. He i>< apparently very fond of popfry, nnd is well 
acquainted with the Lnglish poets. Xiis (|uotauoni> irum J^iilton, 

1 The following Is fram tbe dlaiy of J. Q. Adamt kept wliile reprewotfog tlis 
United States at the Hague between lTt>4 nn ! 17D7. The W. Ainory of 1795 
€»nnot be identified poeitivelj with the Uurcr of the same name of six jrean 
previous : — 

July 14, 1705. "... In the afternoon W. Aniory called on roe ; said he was a 
prisoner of war to tbe Frencli army, and was desirous if possible to be liberated; 
that he had bsen ttek in tiie hospital nser Botterdam, these tsn mootfas, and 
Leing now upon the recovery, and having an opportunity to go home, he wnt 
verj anxious to obuiu a discharge. I wrote immediately to the Hepresentatire 
Btchard a card, reqaesting to know when I oould apeak with him this daj. 
Towfiff?" evening his Secretary Bnild called and told me that Richard would ba 
at home ilie remainder of the day, and would see me at the hour most con- 
▼sntent to m jtdf. I went IsMM^tslj afterwards, and staled to tbe BsfHrssen^ 
ative the circumstances of Amoiyll story as he had told them to rae, told him 
that I knew him personally to be an American, and was much aoquunted with 
bis family, wfildi it highly retpectable. He said that the disebarge ihoeld be 
granted without Uie least difficulty, that it would be given with much pleasure 
«• a compliance with the request of the minister from a friend and ally of 
yyance, and if I would send the penoo to bin fai tbe monbig with a Uoe mea- 
tionlni? his name, and that he is the person concerning whom I had BOW spokSBf 
be would immediately give tbe order necessary for his discharge. 

■* 1&. Amocy ealted Iwie again earij this morning ; I gare bfan the letter for 
tbe Representatiye Richard, and about an hour aftorwards he rut urru i!, with an 
order from him for the discbarge with pemiission to return to America. I then 
observed to Amory, tliat it was I supposed meant simply as aetberlslng blm to 
go home, and it was perhaps expected that he sliouid not po to Englan l. IIo 
said be esrtaiolj sbonld aot, and his only wish was to return to bis own country." 
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Shakespeare and Shcnstone are perhapi» too frequent; and he intro 
dnoed them in a company where no penoo, except Lanman and my- 
self, appealed to have any taste for this kind of literature. His own 
knowledge of the belief lettrea does not appear to extend beyond the 

£ngUsh lan^aj^e. 

12th. We are still detained by a contrary wind, in a state of expec- 
tation and suspense. I went uj^uin to Mr. Kllery's, but was again 
nnfortnnate, at neither his sou nor daughter was at home. I pass'd 
the afternoon and part of the evening with Lanouuitat 1&. Marchant's. 
A little (Mrciim''f:iTice took place whleli gave great offense to Laiimnn. 
He waa iudeed iu a greater passion than I should have thought 
necessary. 

18th. The winds are stiU nnfavonrables and I have passed another 
dall» tedioQS day here. In the hopes that by some alteration in the 
course of the day we should be enabled to sail, I did not attend pub> 
lie worship, but remiined at my lodginps, and having found a volume 
of Shakespf^are I amused myself as well as \ could with it. I took 
tea at Mr. Goldthwait's, where I agaiu fuuud Mr. Meyer. I went with 
him to hear a number of young ladies sing. We there saw Uisa 
Ellery, much celebrated for beauty ; but I have seen much handsomer 
women. Landman went this momiog from hence to Norwich on 
horseback. 

14th. After a detention of four days the winds at lengtii have bo- 
come favourable ; and at about seven o^dock this morning we sailed 
from the wharf. The city of Newport appears to advantsge from this 
river; but in itself it exhibits a melancholy pictnre of declining com- 

meree and population. Previous to the late war it contained ahont 
10,000 inhabitauts ; they are now reduced to 7,000. Its former pros- 
perity was chiefly owing to its extensive employment in the African 
slave trade, of which some remnants still continue to support it The 
town is large, but many of the houses^ and the most elegant of them, are 
sltogether out of repair, and for want of painting make a dismal appesr- 
ance ; the streets are dull, and the wharves appear more frequented 
by idlers than by men of busines"?. We had fine weather, but little 
wind; and it was one o'clock afternoon before we reached I'oint Judith, 
distant about thirty miles from Newport The wind freshened, how- 
ever, b the afternoon, and at midnight, when I retired to bed, we had 
proceeded more than half the way on our passage. My fellow ]Kissen* 
pprs are Mrs. Wilkius and Miss Wiuslow, two daughters of Parson 
Winslow,^ who formerly lived at Braintree. Doctor Oltphnnt, an old 

1 Hot. Edwiird Winslow (H. C. 1741). rector of Cliri'»t Church in Braintree 
1764-1777 ; compelled to leave the town becaiusc hf continu<^d to prav for the 
king according to the promise in his ordinntion oath ; died in New Ynrk in 1780, 
Mid is buried ben^^ath tlie nltnr in St. neorco'!* Chapel. C. f. Adaoiit ThiSS 
Spisodes of MassavhusetU iiutory, pp. 031-633, 862-861. 
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gentlt uiiiii who lives at Newport. He has been mnrried, and had two 
childreu tiiuce be wa» seveuty ^eara old. Mr. 1" ii»gg» a geutleman of 
fortane from South Carolina; he has with him the most elegant phae- 
ton I ever saw. Mr. Wrightj with whom I came from Boston to New- 
port, and whom I have already mentioned. Mr. Stewart, originally 
from Maryland, but now an attorney at Ilallifnx. Captain Dnnhar^ 
an half-pay Uritish olhcer, also an American by birth, now reiiiUing at 
Quebec. Mr. Curri^ from Pennsylvania, but a British officer during 
the war, and now an aftomtfy in the province oC New Brunswiclc. 
INTr. QrwA^ a young gentleman who practices law at Newport, and 
Doetor Berry (I believe it in) a German, who is now settled at New 
Turk. Our packet seems to have two commanders. Captain Peterson 
and Captain Hhaw, they alternately take the lead, and in concert direct 
the venel. 

15th. Our wind fonook as at ahont one o'doek this morning, and 
this day has been extremely tedious. There was so little wind all day 

th;it we scarcely .?ot forward thirty milen from tho time wc lost our 
wind till six this evening, when it apiiu breez'd up ; and before ten 
o'clock it blew so violently, and we were in a spot where the sound 
was so narrow, that we w«re obliged to come to anchor in the first 
harbour we could reach. It was very dark i the clouds looked Uack 
and squally. We had just done 8upj)er, when the German Doctor 
came down into the cabin very much terrified, and, without any dis- 
cretion, talk'd in such a manner as was most likely to ainrm the ladies. 
Curri immediately called for more brandy, and conduded that the best 
way to show his own courage was to be extremely profane. He rallied 
the poor Doctor unmercifully, and mixed with his sarcasms a shocking 
degree of impiety, which ho huited to us was to p^vc courage to tho 
ladies; at the same time he continued adding to tlie stock of his arti- 
ficial bravery until he could no longer maintain the balance of his feet, 
nor Uie free use of his tongue. After exhausting all his saerOegioas 
wit, merely out of tenderness for the ladies, he finally staggered oil 
to bed. 

16th. Tlie wind was high all night, but at dawn of day we got 
again under way. As the morning advanced tlie wind abated, and we 
moderately sailed on till we piiss'd tlie rocks at Ilell-Gute, jost at mao 
o'clock. The tide had just turned in our iiivonr, so that we lost noth- 
ing by anchoring but n^ht, for no vessel pretends to pass this danger- 
ous place against the taSb nor in the night. As we came through just 
at high tide we saw nothing peculiar, except an irregularity in the 
running o£ the water ; but at low tide, we were informed there are 

^ Hew Currj, a lieutenant in the PenngylTania Loyalists, and adjutant of the 
cnrp* ; n reiTf f) half pay after the war, and lived and died in New Brunswick. 
Sabioe, Ameiicau Lojalistt, voL L p. 868. 
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scvpral eddicB and whirlpools which have a formi'liW*' nppearanoe. 
There huve ix^ea many instauces of ves^ls overset at tlm place, and 
othen of thdr being whirl'd roand bj the ▼iolenoe of the eddy. The 
Dunft itoelf of the place ia salBdenUj indicatiTe of tlio dasgeti wlddt 
sailors have apprehended from it. From this place to the dtj of NwT 
York, the distance is abont f i-^ht miles ; on one side of the river then 
arc a number of islands ple:y>antlj situated, and on the other a num- 
ber of beautiful country seats, which have a charming prospect npon 
tho river, ud afford one no leas agreeable to the traveller upon it. 
I landed at about ten o'clock, and immediately walked oat to taf 
Other's house ;^ with some ditrirulty I found it, and fetliiijr verr much 
fatigued, having slept but very little sinre I left Newport, I went to 
bed. I could not however get any sleep. The President and hia 
family dined here; bot I fait qnita onfit for company, and therefore 
dined alone. CoP Smidi and mj brother went to the play ; I retired 
Tery eurly to bed. 

17ih. A Captain McPIht^oti, of Philadelphia, breakfisto '1 here this 
morninir. A man of good natural parts ; but at preteut a little dis- 
ordered in the intellect. He is now employed in pnblishiug his life 
and workB, and the first Tolame ia ioon to appear; he had with him 
this mommg one of the flnt pntd sheets, which he shew ns. He there 
pioleBBes to be an unlettered philosopher and acknowledges that al- 

^ The house in quesUoo was on lUchmond Hill, so called, lying between 
Orwttwteh VllUfs aod the eitj, being about a mile and a halt from Trtnitf 

Cliureh and the goverament buildings on Wall Slrer! 'D p ll u't in Street 
Station of the Ninlii Aveniie Elermled Bailwa/ now itaiids wiihio (our blocks of 
iti sfta. It was built aboot 1770 by Abnham Hoftier, pajmastergcMral of 

the nival army, and later was occnpicil bj Aaron Burr at the time of his duel 
with iiamilton. Letters of Mrs. Abigail Adams, (1848) pp. MH, 844; Memoridl 
History of New York, toL U. p. 40<, toL ifi. p. 68; T. E. Soith, New York 
City in 1789. 

McB. John Adams giTes the following description of RicboMNid Hill in a letter 
to ber sister, Mrs. Shaw, dated s^^ ptcmber 27. 1789: — 

" The bouse in which we reside in ited upon a hill, tlie avenue to wlilch is 
interspersed with forest trees, under whii a alirubbery rattier too luxurisnt and 
wild has taken shelter, owing to Its hnving licen deprired by death, some yean 
slnoe, of its original proprietor who Icept it in pt rlcct order. In frotit of tlie 
house, the noble Hudson rolls bis migcstic waves, bearing upon his bosom inno- 
merable small v<»se1s, which are constantly forwarding tlie rich products of the 
neighbouring soli to the busy band of a more extensire o oaia i w ee. Beyond the 
Hudson riies to our view the fertile country of the Jerseys, covered with a golden 
barrest, and pouring forth plenty like the cornucopisB of Ceres. On the right 
hand, an extensive plain presents us with a view of fields OOTered with ver^ 
dure and pastures full of cnttle. On the left, the city opens upon ii^, intercepted 
only by clumps of trees and some rising ground, wluch serves to heighten the 
beanty of the scene by appearing to conceal a part hk the back ground, is a 
large flower-garden, enclosfl ^vitli a ' r Icr- mi ^nm^ very bandsOUM tnss* On 
one side of it, a grove of pmes and uakii lit ior cuutemplalion." 
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Iboiigli he has written upon eTcary sdence exoep^g La/m^ yet he wii 

never regularly taught any one. lie scorns indeed to be tgnorant of 
all the rules which have been fDrinM for the improvement of the 
Bcionccs; among hia productions arc four jtl.iys, which he hiyhly 
vaiues. Oue o£ them, eutilled The artful mother ganJers, or Ute real 

htmowt of a rodny, he deacribes m the deepest tragedy that ever 
wae writtra. He ia indeed in hia own opinion an uuiveraal geiiiiia» 
end has made nmny improvementa and di8<x>verics in diverse arts and 
sciences. I attended this morning in the gallery of the House of 
Kepre&entatives, to hear the debates. They were upon the judiciary 
bill. Mr. Gerry, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Burke, Mr. Stone, Mr. Lee, 
Mr. Maddiaon and Mr. Beoson all took a part in thia debate. But I 
eonHeis I did not perceive any extraordinary powers of oratory dis- 
played by any of these gentlemen. The subject had been iilready so 
much discusscil that little could be said of further importance. The 
eloquence had all been exhausted, but the spirit of contention still 
remained. 

18th. I attended again this day in the galleries of the House. The 
principal debate was upon the salaries of the Jozies. The subject was 

not very interesting; but, like almost every other subject, exhibited 
the diHiculty of adjusting the opposing sentiments which direct the 
conduct of men liviog in different climates and used to very diHerent 
modes of living. Mr. Dobbjfn^ an Irish gentlnaan who arrived in 
the Iftst English pat&et, dined with ns this day. In oonseqnenoe of 
unmerited misfortunes lie was obliged to sell a patrimonial estate 
which had been six hundred years in the family ; and he determined 
to bring the remainder, amounting to about £6000 sterling, and settle 
in some part of America. Mr. T. Morris, a sou of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania,' likewise dined with ns ; he is studying law in this city, 

Mr. Adams remained in New York throughout the month of 
September, atteudiny; the sessions of Congress and the recep- 
tioua of the President and going to the theatre. On the 5th 
of October be btarted for Boston, leaving New York for New- 
port at 5 p. M. He reached Newport the next day, the 6th, at 
three o'clock in the afternoon. It took him the whole of the 
next day to go from there to Providence. Thence he took 
tlie stage to BostoD, arriving at dusk on the evening of the 
8th. He then returned to Ne-vburyport. The following let- 
ter to his mother was written two months later; it appears 

1 The celebrated Robert Morria, known a*? "the Financier of the TlrTnln 
tlon." llis 800 Tbomaa, here mentioaed, wm subM^queutly a member of the 
Hew Tork bar, and at ooe tins Ualtad Statss Marshal lor tbs soatiisni dtatitol 

13» Stets of Besr York. 
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to have been the first oommttnicatioii fiom bim after he left 
New York: — 

NfiWBURT-ronT, December Gth, 1789. 
• . . Two aDd twenty hours after I left you at Kichmood-Hill, I 
landed tt Newport, tnd Uie ThitndAj foUowiiig arrived in Boston. I 
paw'd two or tiiree days at Braintree ; qmke aiek oi what I then thought 
only a ssTere cold. I have since been induoed to suppose it was the in- 
fluenza. Tliis dijjorder lias since then been almost universal in this 
State; and I have been upbraided for singularity in enjoyi:);^ good 
health while all the world were more or Je«it$ dii>eai$ed. It iia^i not 
ItoweTer been iatal in any instance that bas eome to my knowledge in 
this neighbourhood. When I say I have enjoyed good health, it must 
be understood, as they say, with a grain of salt. The ancient quarrel 
between tha powers of drowsiness and mc has threatened to break out 
again ; and a fuw uervuuB twitches have hinted to ma the propriety of 
eufftiring no intermi^ion in the article of exercise. I have scarcely 
been out of Newbury-Port sinee my return from New-York; but I 
intend next week to spend a day or two at Haverhill. 

I was not one of the clioir who \relcomcd the President to New 
England's shore, upon his arrival hero by lainh I was, however, in 
the procession, which was formed here to receive him, in humble 
imitation of the capital. And, when he left us, I was one of the 
respectable citisens (as our newspapers term them) who escorted him 
on horseback to the lines of New-Hampshire. 

You, my dear madam, have abundant rea.son to know that your eldest 
son is :u)t by any means destitute of tliat bubbling passion called 
\ unity ; and therefore you will oxcuoc hnn, and allow a liltie part:ntul 
indulgence, when he informs you of the petty honours which aoerued 
to him in eonsequenoe of this same visit of the President ; and yott 
will make all the necessary allowances if he states facts, which are 
really true, in mch a manner as shall exhibit him in the mostadvan« 
tageous light — and thus I begin. 

I had the honour of paying my respects to the President upon his 
arriTsl in tbis town, and he did me the honour to recollect that he had 
seen me a short time before at New York. T had the honour of spend- 
ing pnrt ' f the evening in his ]>rcf;enre at Mr. Jackson's. I had tlio 
honour of breakfasting iu the Bume room with him the next morning 
at Mr. Dalton's. I had the honour of writing the billet which the 
major general of the county sent him to inform him of the military 
arrangemoits he had made for hts reception. And I had the honour 
of draughting an address which, with many alterations and additions 
(commonly called aniondnients), waa presented to bim by tite town of 
Newbuiy-Port. So you see 

** I bear my blushing honours thick upon ms^" 
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But M half the truth is oftentimes s groat faLsehood I am con- 
etmincd to account for these distinctions in n manner which I must 
honestly conft?.ss defalcates con.sitlerably from the quantum of my 
importance. To the peculiar civility of Mr. Jackson and Mr. Dalton, 
I ma indebted for having been thus sdmitted into the company of the 
President. One of the major general's aid de camps is my fellow stu- 
dent; lie was then much hurried with other business renting to the 
same occasion, and, at his request, I wrote the billet. Mr. Parsons 
was chosen by the town draught the address; and his indolence 
was atioomodated in shifting a part of the burthen upon his derk, so 
that all my dignities have not been suffident to elevate me above tha 
insignificant station of a school-boy ; in which character I still remain, 
your dutiful son.* But to turn from trifling to a subject to me very 
serious, I must observo that ray own r' iloctious upon the subit ct of the 
place of my future residence are daily l>ecoming more and more per- 
plexing. Ton well know the objections which I have against Bxaintne, 
and I may ssfely appeal to jour judgment for their validity. My 
father's determined pTsdilectiou is Uie only circumstance that could 
give that place any chiim to fixing me, under the present relative 
situation of my cousin Cranch and me. Boston is strongly recom- 
mended to me by several of my friends^ whose opinions in favour 
of the capital are much more favourable than my own. Greater 
necessary expence, more neoes&u v dissipation, and a more numerous 
competition for the favours of employment, arc not circumstances 
calculated to decide ray preference. This town, wbile inliabited by the 
two most eminent barristers in the county and an attorney, who though 
young is much respected, does not offer me a prospect in any manner 
alluring; though I shfould] here enjoy the advantage of being more 
extensively known than in any [other town] of the Commonwealth. 
TTriwfvor, I will postpone the full dipcnssion of [this subject] till the 
appniniiucnt of nur two Judges shall t^ako place ; after which I shall 
state my cat^e fully to my father, and found my determination upon 
his fintl opinion. . . . 

Your afibetiooata Son, J. Q. Abams. 

i It is wovflqr of note that the part of Tlieophilas Parsons in the preparation 
and preaenlation of thii addreM ham been, in the eonne of tiine, eotirely lost sight 

of. and the hiitories of Ncwburyport attribute it without resenratinn tn .1 Q. 
Adams. See Currier, " Ould Newbury," p. 656 ; E. V. Smith, Hist, ot i^ewbury- 
port» pp. 188, 886; Joshua Coflla, Hist «f Hewbuy, p. Ml. 
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A. 

Abbot, Itev. Abiel, elected secretary of 
♦ B K, 26j note concerning, 4jL 

Abbot, Benjamin, note on, college 
oration of, on slare-trade, 12i; note 
on, 124 ; orator at Harvard Com- 
menccment, 1788, 164; in liat of 
graduates, 

Abbot, Jolin, chosen tutor at Harrard 
College, Idj biographical note con- 
cerning, liL 

Abbot, Cttpt. John, note on, 12i. 

Abbot, Rer. John Emery, allusion to, 45. 

Abbot, William Lovejoy, of Andorer, 
diarist Tisits, 122; diarist'a charac- 
terization, in note on, 122 

Abney, Sir Tliomas, allusion to, 133. 

Achillc, French vessel of war, in Bos- 
ton harbor, IM. 

Adams, Mrs, Abigail, allusion to, 10, 
20, 22. 32i Dr. Kirkland preaches 
meiuurlal »ermon fur, &1 ; ktter from 
diarist to, 73^ 7£ 75i arrival of, at 
home after long absonce in £urope, 
144 ; allusion of diarist to, as 
" Madam," 162; describes her home 
at Riclimond Hill, 176; letter of 
J. Q, Adams to, 178^ IIIL 

Adams, Brooks, allusion to, 127. 

Adams, Charles, nccompanicshii father 
and brother, John Quincy, to Europe, 
7j biographical note concerning, llj 
part of, at Comtnoncoment, liiJ ; note 
concerning, 2& ; diarist lodges wiUi, at 
Hingham, 63j allusion to, 54, 50j 
visits Newburyport, 90, 91, 92j re- 
turns to Braintree and Cambridge, 
92; allusion to, 128i IMi arrives at 
Braintree from Cambridj;e, IM; 
visits his brotb&r at Ncwboryport, 
167. 



Adams, Charles Francis (Sr.), allusion 
to,2&. 

Adams, Henry, reference to Historical 
Essays of, 8^ 14^ 19, Sa. 

Adams, John, diary of, alludes to his 
son, &; goes to Europe with his son, 
&; returns, 1 ; goes again to Europe, 
with two sons, 2 ; represents United 
States near Court at St. James, &; re- 
turns to America, Q ; becomes Vice- 
President, S ; diarist alludes to, 11 ; 
note on, 41j Dr. Kirkland preaches 
memorial sermon for, M ; his '* Do- 
fence of the American Constitu- 
tions," allusion to, 120; letter from, 
to son, John Quincy, 125; arrives 
home, after residence near Court at 
St. James, 143; extract from letter 
of, giving his impres'iuns on return- 
ing home, after a lung absence in 
Europe, 144; at his home at Brain- 
tree, 145 ; arrival of goods of, 145 ; 
books of, note on, Hii; visits Cam- 
bridge, li2 ; attends Commencement 
at Cambridjje, 153; elected Vice- 
rrtAident of the United States, and 
removes to New York, the temporary 
seat of government, 109 ; house of, 
in New York, mu, 17G ; entertains 
President Washington and family at 
dinner, 176. 

Adams, John Quincy, once member of 
First Congregational Society, New- 
burj'port, 6 ; extracts from diary of, 
read at anniversiiry of First Congre- 
gational Church. Newburyport, 5j 
student in offlco of Thcophilus Par- 
sons, 5; calls his diary " Ephcmeris," 
6j; decline of health of, 6j suffers 
from insomnia, 6j accompanies liis 
father to Europe, attends sclioul 
near Paris, &; becomes proficient in 



184 



INDEX. 



French, ft; retum» home on frig«te 
"Sensible," ft; La Luzerne »nd Mar- 

bois !)is companions, 6j teaches Mar- 
boi« English, 0_; commended by Mar- 
boia. 7j reaches America, 7j and 
Uraintree, 2 ; again embarks for 
Eur<)i)e with hit father, Tj goea to 
France by way of Spain, 1 ; remains 
six years in Karopc, I; meets Frank- 
lin and Jefferson, I; admiration of, 
for latter, I; a student at UniTcrsity 
of Leyden, 1 ; later memories of, I ; 
at HarTard University, 1; graduates, 
ft; sets out by stage-coach for New> 
buryport, 20^ CG; arrives at destina- 
tion, &Q; enters office of Tlieophilus 
Parsons as student uf law, 30; begins 
study of law, 30j reads Robertson, 
8L 32j and Valiel, 32i is exempt 
from military duty, 22 ; commenu on 
capital punishment for theft and 
treason, 33l comments on leniency 
shown participants in Shays's Rebel- 
linn, 33j passes a convirial evening, 
to his regret later, 41j industry of, 
as a student, as a musician, ia; 
attends a ball, M ; sets nut on horse- 
back for Boston, fiQ; lodges by the 
way at Haverhill, reaches Boston 
and proceeds to Braintree. ; goes 
to Hingham to attend an ordination, 
bli makes satirical distinction be- 
tween " ral>ble " and " genteel com- 
pany," 52; leaves Ilingham for Brain- 
tree and goes thence to Boston, 54^ 
ba; attends court in Cambridge and 
comments thereon, QI : indulges in 
pessimistic rellcclioiis, 02_; obstrws 
tlie effects of the passions and opera- 
tions of human nature anf! prnvoly 
comments thereon, 04^ Ooj^ suffers 
extraordinary attack of low spirits, 
68 ; comment of, on early risinp, TOj 
regards his prospects as doubtful, H; 
reflects upon the danger in making 
his journal of too personal a nuture 
since lie cannot be fully assured that 
it will be kept secret, 72; letter of, 
to his mother, 7^ 74^ 15; expresses 
disapproval of proposed Federal Con- 
stitution, 76j reflections of, on close 
of the year, 71; contemplates discon- 
tinuing his journal, iR; attended an 
evening party, with " kissing plays," 



which he characterises contempt- 
uously, 78^ again indulges in pessi- 
mism, 79^ his opinion of profession 
of me<licine, ill; chides himself for 
lack of diligence in study, sgsia 
accuses himself of indolence, ftt : 
goes on a sleighing party, 81 ; dislike 
of, for poetry, 8Uj again reproaches 
himself for slow prop^res? in studies, 
KS, byj again complains of low spirits, 
02 ; comments upon action of Massa- 
chusetts State Convention in ratify- 
ing FeUtrivl Constitution, lili; not 
wholly pleased therewith, 03; com- 
plains of insiimnia, criticises Mr. 
I'urstotis's idea of puUtics, U6j plays 
upon the flute, 2fi ; attends ball with 
Hannah Greenleaf, amusing com- 
ment upon game, attends ses- 
sions of New Hampshire Federal Con- 
stitutional Convention at Exeter, and 
cummcnts tliereua, 100. 101 ; his con- 
temptuoos opinion of Dartmouth 
College and the men of, 76, 77, 110; 
criticises Gibbon, and Gibbon's critic, 
Knox, 118 ; goes to Salisbury to see 
a launching, 114; letter fVom, to his 
father, discussing Massachusetts elec- 
tion, 119: plans a journey to Cam- 
bridge and Braintree, 121 ; sets out 
upou same, 122 ; reaches Cambridge, 
122; attends exercises at Harvard, 
and indulges in social pleasures, 121 ; 
goes to Braintree, 126 ; tetter from 
father to, 125 : leaves Braintree for 
Cambridge, 128; from thence to New- 
buryport, 129; records his anxiety 
concerning his future prospects. IM; 
reflections of, upon the death of the 
yonnp, ISfi ; is informed of his father's 
arrival home, after residence near 
Court at Sl James, 143; sets out for 
Boston and Braintree, 143 ; Krects 
his mother on Iter return, at Boston, 
144 ; meets his father at Braintree, 
145; assists in unpacking and ar- 
ranging books and furniture, 145, 
146; leaves Braintree for Cambridge, 
to attend exercises, lifi; returns to 
Braintree, IMl; R'aches age of twenty- 
one, 152 ; reflections concerning that 
event, 162 : attends Commencement 
at Harvard, ; returns to Braintree, 
thence to Newburyport, to resume 



^ d by Google 



INDEX. 



185 



hi* law studiet, IM; invited to speak 
before the ^ B K, 169; addressee 
^ B K, Ifiii ; is complimented by the 
French consul, Ififi; Tisit« Braintree, 
lififi; returns to his studies at New- 
buryport, Ififi; troubled with insom- 
nia, 1S1\ oblif^ed to relinquish study 
and returns to Braintree, lfi&; life at 
Braintree, 168, 109; returns to New- 
buryport, and resumes studies, ; 
becomes intimate in family of Moses 
Frazier, IM; rumors of marriage en- 
papement with Mary Fraxier, 169; 
quotation of alleged laudatory re- 
marks concerning same, 109; inti* 
macy broken off, IM; writes to his 
mother concerning, Itj'J. IIQ ; health 
of, restored, 170; participates in 
social aflnirs, 170; sets out on a 
journey to New York, by way of 
Providence, 170; reaches Provi- 
dence, 111 ; visiits Brown University, 
171 ; describes and couinicnts upon 
city, 111; takes packet for Newport, 
172 ; reaches Newport after long 
delay, 172; takes paseiige for New 
York by packet, 172; detained at 
Newport by contrary winds, 172, 
173. 174; sets sail for New York, 
174; voyage, 174. 176; arrival of, at 
New York, ITBj visits his father, 
then Vice-President of the United 
States, 176: attends sessions of Con- 
gress, 176, 177 ; returns to Boston, 
177; and Newbury port, 177; letttr 
of, to his mother, 178. 179; aids in 
receiving President Wnsliington on 
his visit to New England, 178. 170. 
Adams, Bev. Phineas, diarist alludes 
to, ISj biographical note concerning, 
12. 

Adams, Samuel, allusion to, 17, 27, 87; 
candidate for lieutenant-governor, 

Adams, Dr. Samtiel (Jr.), death of, re- 
corded, 86. 81 ; note on, 8L 

Adams, Solomon, conference by, at 
Harvard Commencement, 154; in 
list of graduates, 1788. 1£6. 

Adams, Susanna Boylston, grand- 
mother of diarist, 23^ note concern- 
ing, 23, 

Adams, Thomas Boylston, biograph- 
ical note concerning, 11 ; aliusion tO| 



24» 65i visits Newburyport, 00^ 91, 
92; returns to Braintree and Cam* 
bridge, 22; allusion to, 13L 14fl; 
Greek dialogue of, at Harvard ex- 
hibition, ]M; arrives at Braintree 
from Cambridge, IM; in list of 
graduates, 1788, 165; leaves Brain- 
tree for Haverhill, in company with 
diarist, 160i allusion to, IM^ 

Allen, Rev. Jonathan, allusion to, 48| 
note on, 4&; wife of, i& ; note on, 49 ; 
preaches at Newburyport, 118. 140, 

Allyn, Ji^v. John, omtor at Harvard 
Commencement, 1788, IM; note on, 
IM. 

Ames, Ffsher, member Federal Constt- 
tutiunnl Couvcntion, allusion to, 8lL 
Amory, William, fellow student of law 

with diarist, Sfi, 37, H, 42, 46, (U^ ra, 

tJ3,7G,^85,y3^y4^90,98^ 10^ lOL 
100, no, m, 114, llOj admitted to 
practice, 117 ; extended character- 
ization of, 117 ; note on, 117 ; to 
open an office in Salem, 160; allu- 
sion to, 1G2, IM ; marring of, to 
Lucy Fletcher, 170 ; diarist meets 
him in Newport, 17a 

Andover Theological Seminary, allu- 
sion to, 80. 

Andover, town of, allusion to, TL 

Andrews, Rev. John, formerly pastor of 
Furst Congregational Cliurch, New- 
buryport, 6i breakfasts with dia- 
rist, note concerning, IQ; allusion 
to marriage of, ili ; diarist breakfasts 
with, 211; returns from Hingham,2Q; 
allusiun to, 24, 27, 28^ 64. 12fl ; 
diarist criticis<>s sermon of, 130; 
allusion to, 181, 138, 156. 167, IM, 
160. lOL 163. 164. Mi ML 

Antifederalist, diarist is so called hj 
his acquaintance, OS. 

Applause, at Harvard Commflnoement, 
1788, checked by President WilUtd, 
IM. 

Ashes, pot and pearl, manufacture of, 

m 

Atherton, Dr. Israel, of Lancaster, 
allusion to, 90. 

Atherton, Joshua, opposes Federal 
Constitution in New Hampshire Con- 
rentioD, 101 ; note on, MIL 

Atkins, Dudley (Sr.), note concemiDg, 
86. 
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Atkins, Dadley (Jr.), diarist risttt, 31^ 
2i; biographical note on, 34. 35; 
assumes the name of Tjnpr, 34j 
allusioa to, 6L 62. 66. 08. 86. lOOi 
110. 111. 112. 134: characterised. 
184. ; allusion to. lliL 

Atkina, Rebecca, note on, 86[ alliuion 
to, 02,lfiL 

Atkins, Sarah Kent, 36; alloaioo to, 
131. 184. 130. 140. 142. l&L 

Auteutl, Adams returns home from, 

B. 

Bacon's "Picas and Pleadings.'* dia- 
rist begins perusal of, 143. U&. 

Bacon's {Str Francis) "The Elements 
of Common Law," 12L 

Badger. Miis, allusion to, 12L. 

Bancroft, AVr. Aaron, admitted a 
member of «^ D K, 21; note con- 
cerning, 27i 28. 

Bancroft, Thoma*, graduate of Har- 
Tanl College. 1788. IM. 

Baptist Church (First), at Providence, 
171 : note on, 171. 

Barker, Dr. Joshua, elected a member 
of ♦ B K, 2li: note concerning, '2s. 

Bamnrd, Urr. Tliomns, allusion to, and 
note on. 133; alliiision to, 130. 

Barrel!, Migi, dianist lueeta at Harer- 
hill,^ 

Barring^ton's "Observations on the 
Staiutt's," diariitt reads. MIL 

Barron, Olirer, graduate of Harrard 
College, class of 1788, m 

Bartlett, Bailey, allusion to, 11^ 17 ; 
biographical note concerning, 11. 

Bartlett, William, plaintifit in an inter- 
esting case, 39. isi ; note on, 89. ill; 
allusion to, IB. 

Bartlett, Mrs., diarist risits, 167. 

Bass, Rev. Edwan], diarist bears ser- 
mon from, G5j and comments thereon, 
fiu; note on, QL; Christmas sermon 
of, 76j allusion to, 116. 

Bass, ^^r$., allusion to, 142. 

Bnstille, allusion to storming of, fi. 

Baxter, Stephen, graduate of Harrard 
College, 17H8, ILL. 

Bayley, Sarah, prosecated by Mcln- 
tier for slander, SSj diarist's com- 
meot on, 30. 



" BlackstoDe*s Commentaries," diarist 
begins perusal of, SI ; allusion to, 12 ; 
diarist controverts author's idea of 
right of expatriation, i2 ; allusion 
to, 44, 46i 61, ^ 68^ 61; diarist 
completes reading of, 60_^ allusion 
to, 72, liil; note on, lUl; allusion 
to. HI. 131. 138. 140. ISSL 

Blair's " Lectures on Rhetoric and 
Belles I>ettres," diarist reads, Slj 
note concerning, 3L 

Blake, George, disputant at TTarvard, 
123 ; has English oration at Harvard 
exhibition, 146 ; comment thereon, 
UL 

Blake, , manages a dance at Hing- 

ham, 51. 
Blodget, Caleb, allusion to, 15!L 
Blodget, S., allusion to, 1A7. 
Beacon Ilill, diarist climbs to top of, 

Ififi. 

Beale, Bei\jamin, allusion to, and note 
on. m 

Beale. Capt., diarist allades to, 22. 
Beane, Frr. Samuel C, pastor of First 

Congregational Church, Newbury- 

port, IL 

Bellamy, fi^v. Joseph, allntion to, 63. 

BeiiaoD, Egbert, RepiffciUaiivt in Coa- 
gresa, allusion to, 177. 

Bequet, Francis Michael, note on, 107. 

Berry, Dr., fellow-passenger with diarist 
on voyage to New York. 12^ 

Beverly ferry, bill for bri<?ge over, re- 
jected, diarist crysses, 122. 

Bologna sausage, witticism concerning, 
fig. 

" Boston," frigate, John Adams and his 

son sail for Europe in, 6. 
Boston, town of, allusion to, 9i diarist 

visits court at, 28. 66^ 66. 
Bourne, Judge William, allusion to, 6&. 
Bowrloin College, allusion to, ii£L 
Buwdoin, Gov. James, leniency of, 

toward participators in Shays's Re* 

hellion, 83. 
Bowman. Nathaniel, allution to, 122; 

note on, 122. 
Boyd, Robert, allusion to, 08. 
Brackett's Tavern, in Boston, 148, l3fL 
Bradbury, Francis, allusion to, 49j; 

note on, 49| allusion to. 69. 8L 
Bradbury, Frank, allusion to, 106, 117, 

llli. 
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Bradburj, George, allusion to, SB; allu- 
sion to, and note on, 12 ; allusion to, 
90,91, m. 

Bradbury, Harriet, allusion to, and note 
on, 107, ILL 

Bradbury, Judgt Theophilus, allusion 
to, 3£ 38, IQ; note on, S& IQ; allu- 
sion to, 42, Ci, lL ^ 9L; note on, 
fil; diarist passes evening at bouse 
of. 96, 106. 118. 131. 138. liQ. 

Bradford, town of, allusion to, iS. 

Bradtsb's Tavern, at Cambridge, allu- 
sion to, lil; diarist stops at, liiiL 

Brain tree, town of, the Adamses re- 
turn to, I; allusion to, 9, 21, 28, 3i ; 
diarist readies, M ; allusion to, 65. 
121, 128; diarist meeU his father at, 
on latter's return from £urope, 145; 
diarist risits, 

Brecic, Mr^ allusion to, 157. 

Brest, French fleet saila for. 

Bridge, James, classumte of diarist, 1£; 
note concerning, 15j allusion to, 106; 
diarist meets, at Cambridge, 148 ; 
characterization of, and exteuded 
note on, 148, 149, 160; visito New- 
buryport, 106; allusion to, 106^ 16L 

Bridgewater, town of, allusion to, 20. 

Brighnm, Joseph, gradiuite of Harvard 
College, 17Sd, KiiL 

Brookfleld, town of, allusion to, 90. 

Brooks, Mercy, diarist meets and com- 
ments upon, 43, 4i.; note on, ^ 

Brown, Rev. Elijah, allusion to, 2L 

Brown, John, mansion of, at Provi- 
dence, 171 ; note on, IIL 

Brown, Hev. John, gives charge at or- 
dination of Rev. Henry Ware, 61; 
note on, 6L 

Brown, Mr., of Kewbrnyport, allusion 
to. 130, 15Q. 

Brown, , diarist dances at rooms of, 

^2L 

Brown University, diarist vieits and 

describes, 171. 
Buffon's "Natural HUtory of Man," 

diarist reads, 62j and comments 

upon, fiSk 

Buffon's " Theory of the Earth," diarist 
reads, fiQ; and comments upon, fll; 
note on, BO ; diarist comments further 
upon, 61,^ 62. 

BuUer's Niti Prius, diarist reads, 11^ 



Burke, Edanus, Representative in Con' 

(fress, all 111 ion to, 177. 
Burneys (FiUiny) "Cecilia," diarist 

reads and comments thereon, 79, iaQ; 

note on, 79. 
Burr, Rev. Jonathan, resigns tutorship 

at Cambridge, 19j biograpliicnl note 

concerning, lOj Kev. Simeon Howard 

pr(;ache8 at installation of, 
Byfield, Rev. Elijah Parish ordained 

at, ZL 

C. 

Cabot, George, member of Federal 
Constitutional Convention, allusion 
to.ti& 

Cabot, Joseph, conference by, at Har- 
vard Commencement, 1788, 154; in 
list of graduates, 1788, 165. 

Callahan, Cap(. John (master of vessel 
which brought John Adams on his 
return home from St. James), allu- 
sion to, 125, 120, 132 ; rumor of his 
arrival at Bu»lon, LI3; arrival of, at 
Boston (bringing John Adams), li^; 
allusion to, 151. 

Cauibridgc, town of, diarist visits, 18, 
19. 28; receives letters from, 36^ a^ 
tends court in, allusion to, 121 ; 
diarist attends Commencement in, 
164, 166 ; diarist visits for purpose 
of addrcssinfr 4» B K, Ififi, WL 

Cape Ann, a ball at, 110. 111. 

Cape Francois, allusion to, 173. 

Carter, Hannah, of Newburyport, allu- 
sion to, 

Carter, Joshua, note concerning, 22. 
Carter, Mary, biogrHphical notice of, 

82; allusion to, IM. 
Carter, Nathaniel, of Newburyport, 

dinrist visits, Z2 ; allusion to, 30, 41, 
42,77^80, 136, 139, 140, 148, lOy, 103, 
167. 

Carter, Ifrs. Nathaniel, allusion to, 186, 
13L 

Carter, Nathaniel, Jr., allosioa to, 82, 

m 

Cary, Rev. Thomas, minister at New- 
buryport, M. ; biograpliical note on, 
34j STj diarist criticises sermon of, 
44, 4i; allusion to, 49, 68, ID; diarist 
criticises sermon of, ID ; allusion to, 
77i 83, 86j illnesB of, 09, 102, lOSj 
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reooreri from illneM, 106; alluaion 

to, llt«. 131. 183. 136. 167. m 
Caryl, (ieorgv, graduate of Harrard 

CoUe(fe, ma. Ififi. 
Casey, Copt., at St John's Daj social 

observance, ih.; allusion to, ll£i. 
Catherine II., allusion to, & 
Cazncan, Capt., allusion to, 1D2. 
Cazneau, Miss, diarist ims^c* evening 

at home of, QZ; and ctianicterizes, 

fiZ; visits, 71; discusses. SQ; meets, 

88; allusion to, 9(3. lUL i^Oj satirical 

lines on, from diarist's poem, " The 

Vision," m 
Cazneau, Mrs., allusion to, 88. 
"Cecilia," Fanny Bumey's, diarist 

reads, and comments on, 70^ 80j 

note on, IlL 
Chandler, Thomas, diarist meets, and 

note on, IM. 
Channing, Mr. and Mr$. William, of 

Rhode Island, at CambridRe, 147. 
Channing, Rer. William EUery, JJ.D., 

allusion to, note, 147. 
Charlestown briflpp, allaiinn to, 60. 
CliasteUux, Mar^juis de, allusion to, 

Chelmsford, towTi of, aHu«ion to, 2£L 
Child, Caleb, college classmate of 

diarist, 12^ 
"Chinese Philosopher, I<ettert of a," 

diarist reads, 8iL 
Cincinnati, order of. Gen. William Bull 

speaks before, in Old Brick Church, 

liiiL 

Clap, Capt., allusion to, fii; remark of, 

Clarke, Edward, college friend of dia- 
rist, allusion to, 20^ ; note on, fiS ; 
allusion to, 122 : graduate of Uanrard 
College, class of nUb, 1 !'>''>■ 

Clarke, Rev. Jonas, allusion to, 27i 
daughter of, marries Bei^^min 
Green, 2L 28i daughtert of, 12ii 
note on latter. 124^ 12L 

Clay, Henry, allusion to, note, lifi. 

Clock, on Mr. Murray's meeting-hoose, 
queer antic of, &1. 

Coates, Capt. David, allusion to, 8L 

Coates, Elizabeth, diarist dances with, 
til; and characterizes, 8L dia- 
rist dances with, M ; allusion to, 97. 

Cochran, Capt., allaaion to, iL 



Coffin, Charles, allusion to, 41 ; aUnsioo 
to and note on, Ifi. 

Coffin, Mrs. Charles, allusion to, IM. 

" Coke on Littleton," diarist pians to 
take up, 13; note on, 13; allusion 
to, 12 ; diarist begins perusal of, TA ; 
continues reading, 84, 86^ 8P, 107 ; 
diarist criticises as not suitable as a 
text-book for young students of the 

law, loL m 

Colroan, Col. Daniel, diarist lodges in 
house of, 2SL 

Commencement at Harvard College, 
John Adams and diarist attend. 15a; 
list of graduates at, class of 1788, lf>&. 

Concord, N. 11., town of. Federal Con- 
stitutional Convention adjourns from 
Exeter to, liiL 

Congregational Church, First, of New- 
buryport, 5 ; observes its 17&th an- 
niversary, 5i John Quincy Adams 
once a mcml>er of, A ; alhided to, 8, 

Constitution, British, allusion to, llS. 

Constitution, Federal, convention to 
frame, fi ; Symrnes opponei, M ; 
North Andover'ft opposition lo, SS; 
Parsons favors, i& ; diarist inclined 
to oppose. 46j Captain Wjer zeal- 
ous for, i&i diarist dUcu«ses with 
Symmes. 48.6&; Newbury port electa 
doU»}:pifes to State convention to dis- 
cuss, 01; Dr. Killuim opposes, 67 ; 
allusion to, SSL; diarist expresses dis- 
approval of, in letter to his niollier, 
lu; Maji»uohusetts State Convention 
meets to discuss, 81^ 82j news of 
ratification of, by Masijinchusetts 
Couvention, reaches Nt-wburyport, 
08 ; diarist comments thereon, 98; 
Newburyport celebrates ratification 
of, Hi.: convention to discuss, meets 
at Exeter. N. H^ 100; John Adama 
favors, IM ; news that VirginlA baa 
ratified, reaches Boston, 1^ 

Convention, Massachusetts State, to 
discuss proposed Federal Constitu- 
tion, Newburyport elects delegates 
to, 64j meets in Boston, 82i John 
Hancock chosen president of, 82; 
some proceedings of, 86^88; ratifies 
constitution, 02; diarist comments 
thereon, ^; Newburyport delegates 
to, weleomed home with acclaim. 21 ; 
Theopluius Parsons relates iadd«ats 
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of, 05^ 96j New Hampshire State, 
meeta at Exeter, IM ; diari.st attendj 
same, 100; and conimtnts thereon, 
100; adjourns to meet at Concord, 

101. 

Coonibs, Jane, allusion to, and note on, 
ISL 

Coombs, Pliilip, note on, fiL 
Coombs, Tolly, ftllusion to, 180, 187 ; 

deatli of, 102. 
Coombs, Capt. William, allusion to, 78, 

97; note on, OTj allusion to, 108. 

130; elected representative in the 

General Court, 132; allusion to, 121; 

death of daughter of, 162. 
Coombs Wharf, QL. 
Court of Common Pleas, sits at New. 

bury port, 2lL 
Cranch, Elizabeth (Betsey), diarist 

meets at lUverhill, 42 ; note on, il; 

allusion to, 12B. 
Cranch, Lucy, Tisits at Cambridge, 

125; note on, 125. 
Cranch, Richard, allusion to, Ifl ; note 

concerning, 11 ; allusion to, 64^ 125. 

127. 14o. 140. mL 
Cranch, Mr$. Richard, allusion to, 2L 

22; note concerning, 22 ; allusion to, 

Cranch, William, biographical note 
conceming,21 ; diarist's characteriza- 
tion of, 21 ; diarist alludes to, 25, 
27^33, 88, 3LiLMaM.46^4Li9.5o. 
60,8^83,86^1)8^125,127^138, H5^ 
161,156. 168. m 

Cromwell's Head (Brackett's TaTem), 
in Boston, 148. 

Crook, ^fr., fellow passenger with dia* 
rist on voyage to New Yorlc, 175. 

Cross, lialph, allusion to, liB. ; 

" Crown Law, Discourses upon a few 
Branches of the," Sir Michael Fos- 
ter 'a, diarUt reads, liil ; note on, 131. 
122 ; diarist criticises, 1^; continuea 
rending, \£Su 

•Crown, Picas of the," William Haw- 
kins's, diarist takes up, IM ; note on, 
121; continues reading, ISfi; com- 
pletes reading, 140 

Cullen, Dr. William, John B. Swett 
sttuIieH surgery with, 30; surgeon to 
Falkland Islands, 30j surgeon in 
American army of Revolution, 30. 

Curry, Ross, fellow passenger with 



diarist on royage to New York, llil; 

note on, 175. 
Cu«hing, Thomas, death of, noted, 106. 
Cushing, William, justice of Supreme 

Court of Massachusetts, 2&; allusion 

to, and note on, 
Cusiiman, Joshua, diarist visits, at 

Cambridge, 122 , note on, 122^ 
Cutter, Samuel, overturns sleigh on 

sleighing party, iM ; note on, )ik , al- 

liuion to, 1*H, 'jy ; characterization of, 

109; allusion to. 111. 115. 116. 180. 

160. 1^ 

Cntts, Anna Hoiyoke, note concerning, 
B2. 

Cutts, Charles, disputant at Harvard, 

128; note on, 123. 
Cutts, Edward, marries Mary Carter, 

32. 

Cutts, Eliza Eppos, diarist alludes to, 

82; note concerning, 32. 
Cutts, Nancy, diarist contrasts with 

her sister Eliza Eppes, 82^ allusion 

to, 136,iaL 

B. 

Dalton, Catherine, note on, 104 ; allu- 
sion to, IMi IM. 
Dalton, Mary, note on, 104 ; allusion 

to, 135. 1^ 
Dalton, Ruth Hooper, allusion to, IM ; 

note on, IM; allusion to, 13d. 13fi. 
Dalton, Sarah, note on, 104 : allusioL 

to, 185^ 13iL 
Dalton, Tristram, diarist alludes to, 12 ; 

biographical note concerning, 12^ Ifi ; 

allusion to, 39, 46. 65, 04j invitefl 

diarist to an " evening," 102. 
Dalton. Mn. Tristram, allusion tu, 25. 
Dana, Rev. Daniel, allusion to, SI ; note 

on, 137. 

Dana, Francis, succeeded as chief jus- 
tice by Theophilus Parsons, 5j allu- 
sion to, lOj note concerning, lil; dia- 
rist lodges at house of, ^ii opens 
court at Cambridge, 6&; rupture of, 
with Elbridge Gerry in Federal Con- 
stitutional Convention, 86j diarist 
dines with, 124, 128. 147, 148. 154. - 

Dana, Mr». Francis, allusiun to, note, 
14L 

Dana, Francis (Jr.), allusion to, 24. 
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DtHTen, town of, allnsion to, 60i 1^ 

Dartmooth College, diarist's rasping 
cliaracterization of Btwlents at, 70, 
71; diarist again records his con- 
tempt for, llfl; represented at meet- 
ing of 4> B K at Cambridge, 1^ 

Dashwood, Mi$i, diarist meets, and 
cliaracterizes, 85x 

Davenport, Mn., sister of T. Parsons, 
death of, QL 

Davenport's Tavern, allusion to, 109. 
110. 

Dawes, Thomas, allusion to, 21 ; bio- 
graphical note coiiet:rning, ILL ; allu- 
sion to, 26; spectator at Shchane 
trial, 29i his comment on, 29^ allu- 
sion to, GGj f^; diurist dines at house 
of, IMj allusion to, 161^ U!L 

Dawes, Mrs., cbamctfrized, l'>0. 

Deblois, Louis, marries ICuih Hooper 
Daiton, IM. 

Deblois, Afis», allusion to, and comment 
on, 136, lafi. 

Dedham, town of, allusion to, [i2. 

"Defense of the American ConstStu- 
tiuns," bj John Adams, ailustun to, 

m 

Derby, Anstiss, allusion to, and char- 
acterization of, 'Jlj, 'J8j, allusion to, 
1()4 ; characterization of, 106; mar- 
ries Benjamin Pickman, Jr., 121 ; 
note on, L2L 

Derby, EUas n., note on, 121 ; allusion 
to, and note on, 144. 

Derby, Mrs., liall of, at Ilingham, ^ 

Derby, Mrs., second wife of Judge Ben- 
jamin Grpenleaf, note, iig. 

Diary, of J. Q. Adams, extracts from, 
read at Anniversary at Ncwburyport, 
fi; entitled " Kphetneris." by its au- 
thor, 6i character of, 6j first and 
last entries in, d; not used in *' Me- 
moirs," by C. F. Adams, fi; its ma- 
turity of tone, d; gives glimpses of 
social life in Maoachusetis seaport 
town, d; communicated to Mnssachu- 
setta Historical Society, 8j events 
contemporary with period covered 
by, 2 ; opens. 111. 

"Discourses upon a Few Branches of 
the Crown Law," Sir Michael Fos- 
ter's, diaribt reads, IM; note on, 131, 



132 ; diarist criticises, ISS ; continues 
n;ading, likL 

Discussion, diarist and his fellow stu- 
dents engage in a, 3C. 

Dobbyn, Mr., allusion to, 177. 

Doddridge, Philip, works of, studietl at 
Harvard, 20^ 21 ; note concerning, 
20^ 2L 

Dodge, Daniel, suit of, with William 

Bartlett, 39, 4SL 
Dodge, Mr., of lUverbill, allusion to, 

IL 

Dodge, Oliver, class of 1788, Uarvard, 
poem by. at Commencement, IM ; in 
lii^l of graduates, 1788, 1^ 

Dreams, comment on, 23. 

Dudleian lecture, delivered by Rev. 
Simeon Howard, 21L 

Dudley, Gov. Thomas, allusion to, 33. 

Dumnier Academy, allusion to, 14j 
Isaac Smith preceptor at, 2Q ; Sam- 
uel Moody preceptor at, ; allusion 

to, im. 

Duulmr, Capt., fellow traveller with 

diarist on voyage to New York, 175. 
Duncan, EliralicUi, marries John Thaz- 

ter, II ; aliusiou to, 51^ fifi. 
Duncan, James, allusion to, 17^ M< 
Duncan, James (Jr.), invites diarist to 

dine, il ; note on, il ; allusion to, 

48^g0^12L 
Dunstable, town of, 142. 

Eames, Deacon, allusion to. 02. 
Raton, Peter, classmate of diarist, 13; 

biographical note concerning, 13, Ifi, 
Edwards, Mrs., allusion to, and note 

on, 144,liii. 
'* Elements of Common Law, The," Sir 

Francis Bacon's, L2L 
Ellcry, Almy, daughter of William, 

allusion to, 124, 112. 
Ellery, Benjamin, allusion to, and note 

on, 147. 

Ellery, Lucy, allusion to, note, 147. 1T4. 

Ellery, William, allusion to, n'<(i , III; 
diarist visits, at Newport, 122; allu- 
sion to, 174. 

Emerson, Rfc Joseph, allusion to, 28. 

Emerson, Halph Waldo, allusion to. 28. 

Emerson, Ittv. William, part of, at Com- 
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ineneement, ^ biographical note 

concerning, 28. 

Eraerj, Hannali Tracj, diarist meets 
and commenta concerning, 45i bio- 
graphical note on, diuriat visit*, 
77, 83. 85,100; diarist drives to Exe- 
ter with, IDD; note on, 121; allusion 
to, liQ ; note ou, 1II2. 

Emery, John, allusion to, 

Emerj, Mrs. Margaret Gookin, allusioa 
to, and note on, 83.; allusion to, 85. 
100.105, 120. 130. 139^111, li2j death 
of, 162j note on, 102; funeral of, IM 

Emery, Noiih, allusion to, 45- 

Emery, Robert, note on, lfi2- 

Emery, Kufus, allusion to, iiL 

England, treaty of, with Holland, note 
on, 21 

" Ephcmcris," title given to Adams's 
diary, 6. 

" Essex Junto," Jonathan Greenleaf a 
member of, 122. 

Everett, Edward, allusion to, IfiQ. 

Everett, Rev. Oliver, allusion to, IflR- 

Exeter, N. //^town of, allusion to, 31 ; 
diarist attends Federal Constitu- 
tional Convention at, IDSL 

Expatriation, right of, diarist quotes 
from Blackstone concerning, and dis- 
cusses, 42, 

P. 

Famham, Daniel, allusion to, 104^ LiQ. 
Famham, Sibyl, allusion to, UiL 
Farnham, William, allusion to, and 

note on, 108; diarist characterizes, 

108; allusion to, 120, 130. 131, 136u 

136. 140. 142. 152. 
Farris, Capt. William, allusion to, and 

note on, &2. 
Fay, JL/r., musician at Cambridge, 124. 
Fiske, Rev. Nathan, allusion to, 
Fiske, Oliver, allusion to, and note 

on, QJL 

Fiske, Rev. Thaddetis, allusion to, 21 ; 
allusion to, and nolo ou, 121. 

Flagg, Mr., fellow-passenger with diarist 
on voyapc to New York, 175. 

Fleet, Jolin, of first graduates in medi- 
cine at Harvard College, 1788, IbL 

Fletcher, John, allusion to, fifi; note 
on, f^ i aUu»iou to, 85^ 96^ liiS. 



Fletcher, Lucy, allusion to, and note on, 
85; diarist dances with, BI; and 
characterizes, 81; allo&ion to, lfi2 ; 
marries William Amory, 170. 

Flint, Mr., of Lincoln, allusion to, flfi. 

Forbes, James Grant, allusion to, and 
note on. 58, 00. 

Forbes, John ilurray, diarist alludes to, 
IQ; note concerning, Id; allusion 
to, ^ writes to Mha Jones, 33j 
allusion to, 40^ ; extended note on, 
68. 5&; diarist's characterization of, 
69; letter from, concerumg Ftdpnil 
Constitutional Convention in Massa- 
chusetts. M; diarist meets, at Cam- 
bridge. UML 

Foster, Bossenger, allusion to, 23^ 25^ 

aL 

Foster, Bo.^stnper (Jr.), allusion to, 
63; note on, 53j diarist's character- 
ization of, 63j allusion to, 124. 107. 

Foster's {Sir Michael) "Discourses 
upon a Few Branches of the Crown 
Law," diarist reads, lill ; nuto on, 
131 ; allusion to, 183 ; diarist criti- 
cises, IM ; continues reading, IfiSi 

Fowle, Robert, classmate of Thomas 
W. Thompson, allusion to, 180; 
note on, 1^ 

Franklin, Benjamin, J. Q. Adams 
makes acquaintance of, L 

Frazier, Mary, diarist dances with, 81; 
said to have become enamoured of, 
109; rumor of marriage engagement 
with, 

Frazier, Moses, allusion to, and note 
on, 78^ 90j allusion to. 130. 135. 138. 
168, IM; diarist becomes intimate m 
family of, It; J. 

Frazier, the Miues, allusion to, 136; 
comment upon, lil3. 

Freem.in, Nathaniel, diarist visits, lOj 
orator before ♦ B K, 20^ 22; extended 
note concerning, 2fi ; allusion to, 27. 
61^80,85. 

Freeman, Gen. Nathaniel, visits New- 
buryport, So ; note on, 

Free Masons, Society of, observe St 
John's Day, 15. 

French Consul, at meeting of * B K, 
at Canibridgt', liili; conjplimcnts dia- 
rist, tlie orator of the day, IM; dines 
with Jolin Adams, ICQ. 

French, Mr., allu&ioa to, IfiL 
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FreQch fleet, lalU for Brent, &L 
French officers, visit HarT«rd College, 

21 ; met by diariat while gunning, 

23; visit Harvard, 2i : at meetiug of 

4> B K, at Cambridge, IfiS. 
French squadron in Boston Harbor, 

166. 



G. 

Game laws, comment upon, 22. 
Gannett, Caleb, allusion to, 6^ diarist 
visiu, and note on, 126: allusion to, 

LLL 

Gardner, James, college friend of dia- 
rist, 123; Greek conference by, at 
Harvard Commencement, 1788, 154 ; 
in list of graduates, 1 oS. 

Gardiner, John, aliu«iua to, 25; note 
concerning, 2iL 

Gartz, Mr., of Baltimore, allusion to, 

George III., allusion to, & 

Gerry, En)ri lt:L', opposes adoption of 
Federal Consutulion, rupturu of, 
with Dana, 86j John Adams visits, 
147. US; in National House of Rep- 
resentatives, 177. 

Gibbon's " Decline and Fall of the Ro- 
man Empire," diarist begins perusal 
of, 0^; and comments upon, M : allu- 
sion to, Q ; diarist crltleises, 70i con- 
tinues reading. B'J. HI, 8t). H8, 89. 106. 
107 ; diarist completes perusal of, 
112; and comments thereon, 112; 
alludes to new volumes of, and note 
on, 14Q; continues reading, 168. 

Gilbert's (Sir Geoffrey) "Treatise on 
Evidence," diarist reads, 127 ; note 
on, 12L 

Gilman, John Taylor, allusion to, 68. 

Goldsmith's (Oliver) "The Citizen of 
the World ; or, Letters of a Chinese 
Philosopher," diarist reads, 8iL 

Goldthwait, Mr., fellow traveller with 
diarist between IVovidence and New- 
port, 172; diarist visits at Ncwjwrt, 
173. liL 

Gookin, Rtv. Nathaniel, allusion to, 

Gordon, Adam, disputant at Harvard 
Commencement, 1788, 154 ; in list of 
graduates, 



Gorham, Nathaniel, member of Federal 
Constitutional Convention, allusion 
to, UtL 

Gray, , dispuUnt at Harvard Ex- 
hibition, 146. 

Green. Beixjainin, allusion to, 27; bio- 
graphical note concerning, 27. 

GreenJeaf, Judge Beiyaroin, allusion to, 
34. &I; note on, SI; elected delegate 
to Massachusetts Constitutional Con- 
vention, di; allusion to, 94. 97 : note 
on, 08; allusion to, 105 ; daughters 
of, 118; dines with, 185; daii'.rliten 
of, 131> ; allusion to, 1 10 ; discourse 
of. upon Disappointment. 140; musi- 
cal pnrty at house of, liU ; allusion 

to, 1 ').'). 

Greeuleaf, Mrs. Benjamin, allusion to, 

Grcenleaf, Ebenezer, note, 1S7 
Greenleaf, Hannah, diarist attends ball 
in company with, allusion to. 96. 

lot. liiiL 

Greenleaf, Jane, allusion to, ^ 104. 
Grcenleaf, John, nihifiion to, and note 

on, W, 103; note on, 125; allusion 

to. 130. UL 
Greenleaf, Jonathan, allusion to, 23; is 

elected reprc^untative to the General 

Court, 122. : note on. 122. 
Greenleaf, Mary, allusion to, 98, 104. 

Greenleaf, Mi$$ P.. allusion to, 4S. 
Greenleaf, Sarah, allusion to, 98, 104^ 
IM. 

Greenleaf, William, note on, 125. 
Greenleaf, Rev. William Coombs, note, 
1.^7 

Greenough, Mr., joins a serenading 
party, 131 ; allusion to, 164. 

Gregory, Mr., of Boston, suitor of Lucy 
Knight, Lli. 

Grosvenor, , college friend of dia- 
rist, 

Groton, Mata., town of, allusion to, 60. 
Guild, Mr., alliuion to, 1^ 



Halifax, allusion to, l(i<l 

Uall, George Holmes, of first gradu- 
ates in medicine at Harvard College, 
1788, m. 
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Ilancock, John, Rovemor of Mnssn- 
chusctts.Uj allusion to. '21 ; leniency 
of, toward participants in Sliays's 
Rebellion, 33_; candidiite for re-elec- 
tion, IIU^ 120; at I-:xUibition at Har* 
Tard College, 124; address of, at 
Harvard Commencement 1788, 150 ; 
visits Newburyport, IGo ; reviews 
troops and proceeds to HaTerhill, 
164; at meeting of ♦ B K, 165^ HIG ; 
dines with John Adams at Braintree 
in company with officers of French 
squad mn, 

Barris, Thaddens Mason, allosion to, 

and note on, 128^ 129, IMi 
Harris, lifv, William, nllufiinn to, 24j 

elected vice-presitlent of ^ B K, 20; 

note concerning, 1^; allusion to, 

2L 

XlHrris, , butler at Harrard College, 

Ilarvnrd College, J. Q. Adams a stu- 
dent at, 7_[ regard of latter for, 7j 
Adams gmduates at, Z ; Commence- 
ment at 1788, John Adams attends, 
with his son, 153 ; Coniniencenicnt 
exercises at 1788, 154; first gradu- 
ates of, in medicine, IM; list of 
graduates of, class of 1788, 165; peti- 
tion for private Commencement at, 
by class of 1787, note, 155. 
Hastings, Warren, allusion to, 
Hatch's Tavern, Boston, 111 ; note on, 
IIL 

Haven, lirr. Jason, at ordination of 
Uev. Henry Ware, 52 ; note on, 

Haverhill, town of, diarist alludes to, 
11 ; diarist visits, 11-18 ; alluded to, 
84 ; diarist visits, 12; allusion to, 48^ 
diarist visits, 63j Thanksgiving Day 
at, 60i allusion to, 8L 88» 01^ 121: 
Gov. Ilancock visits, l&L 

Hny, .l/r»., allusion to, 104, l£!Sx 

Hawkins's ( William), "Pleas of the 
Crown." dinrist takes up, 134 ; note 
on, l.'U ; continues reading, 186; 
completes reailing, 140. 

Hnzcn. Miss, of Suiem, diarist alludes 
to, 12^ 12IL 

Hell-Gate, diarist passes en route to 
New York, 176. 

Hiuhborn, Mr., allusion to, liS. 

Higginson, CU. T. W., allusion to, 
2L 



Hill, William, graduate of Harvard 
College, 1788. laa. 

Hilliard, /{er. Timothy, diarist alludes 
to, 22; biographical note concerning, 
23; preaches at ordination of Henry 
Ware, 61 ; note on, 5L 

Hingliam, town of, Hev, Henry War© 
pastor at, 19i allusion to, 20; diarisit 
visits, 51; Mr. Ware ordaine<l and 
settled at, ; allusion to, 52. 1^ 

Hitchcock, liev. Gad, at ordination of 
Henry Ware, S2.; note on, 52. 

Hodge, Michael, allusion to, and note 
on,&8. 

Hodge. Mrs., allusion to, 140. 
Holland, crisis of affairs in, 84i treaty 

of, with England, note on, M. 
Holyoke, Dr. Edward A., of Salem, 

allusion to, 52. 
Homan's Tavern, at Ipswich, diarist 

dines at, 60. 
Hooper. Benjamin, diarist alludes to, 

65; suicide of, 80, 20. 
Hooper, Elizabeth (Betsey), allusion 

to, IfML 

Hooper, Joseph, allusion to, 168, 161. 
Hooper, Mrs., diarist visits, 65. 77, SI; 

distressed at suicide of her son, 80, 

OOj circumstances of, OOj diarist 

visits, 05, 98^ 09, 100, 109. 110, 111. 

112. 114. 110. 120. i:n. 130. 13g. 139, 

140. 142. 143, 158, 100. IflL 
Hooper, Rebecca, allusion to, 25. 
Hooper, Robert, allusion to, 05, 10.^. 
Hooper, Stephen, allusion fo, ^ 

9L 06. IDS; note on, liii]; allusion 

to. 107, 131. 163. 
Hooper, Thomas W., note on, 107 ; 

allusion to, 124, 170. 
Hopkins, Dr. Samuel, allusion to, 63, 

105. 

" Hopkinsian sect," allusion to, lO.'i- 
Hopkin^on, "a distracted fellow," Dr. 

Kilham annoyed by, at Exeter, N. IL, 

101. 

Hopkinton, N. town of, 53. 
Horace, diarist quotes from De Arte 

Pottica of, 6iL 
House of Representatives (National), 

diarist visits, 177, 
Ilovey, Rev. Horace C, allusion to, 

97; note. ISL 
Howard, Reo. Simeon, delivers Dud- 

luian lecture, 2ii; note conceruiug, 28. 
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Howe, Mr., alloaion to, fiL 
"Hudibns," Butler's, duritt md«, 

121 ; allusion to, lAL 
Hall, Gtn. William, speaks before the 

Cincinnati, in tlie Old Brick Charch, 

liiQ; note on, \[£L 
Hume's " History of England," diarist 

reads, IMi ISO- 
Hurd, D., note concerning, 2L 
Hurricane, riolent, risits central New 

England towns, IfL 
Hutchiu«on, Mr., from Ireland, allusion 

to. 04^ 00. 102; sails for Ireland. 101. 



L 

Infants, diarist's opinion of, Ifl 
Insomnia, diarist is troubled with. 107, 

" Inotitutes of Justinian," diarist reads, 

IfiS. 

*' Institutes of the Laws of England," 

Thomas Wood's, allusion to, \ML 
Ipswich, town of, diarist dines at, en 

route to Newburyport, Sfl; allusion to, 
diarist passes tlirou^h, fMi; allu- 
sion to, 109, ilL 115, 117. IIH. 143; 
diarist j>asses through, on journey 
to Boston to meet his father, 143. 
lil; allusion to, 102, ML 

Jackson, Charles, Greek conforenoe by, 
at Hanrard Commeneemi'nt, ITSis, 
IM; in list of graduates, IMu 

Jackson, Edward, allusion to, H8. 

Jackson, liepresentative James, allosion 
to, IIL 

Jackson, Jonathan, allusion to. 05. 88. 

90, 10(L 130, IGS ; note on. SS. 
Jackson, .l/rs. Jonathan, diarist visits, 

and characterizes, 86, 08. 
Jackson, Patrick Triicy, allujion to, 21L 
James. Eleazar, alliuion to, and note 

on. 20. 

Jcfferjon. Thomns, J. Q. Adams mnkes 
acquainUnce of, 2 ; latter's admira- 
tion for, I; " Notes " of, upon Vir- 
ginia. allusion to,2&; note concerning, 
23; Tiait of, to Nathaniel Traey, ILL 

Jenkins, Fanny, allusion to, IQ2; char- 
acterization of, lOa; allusion to. 12L 



Jenkins, Lewis, allusion to, and note 
on, 95. 

Jenkins. Nancy, diarist dances with, 
90; and characterizes, 96; allusion 
to, 97 ; characterization of, 1^ 1D9; 
allusion to, 130. 

Jenkins, Sally, diarist meets socially, 
and characterizes, 80j allusion to, 
94^ mi ; marries W. W. rrout. LLi. 

Jennison, Timothy Lindall, allusion to, 
and note on, 2£L 

Jones, John Coffin, allusion to, 30. 

Jones, 3/(ss, diarist visits, 16, 10 ; re- 
ceives letter from Forbes, S3.; diarist 
otfers services to, as escort to a ball, 
4&; TisiU, 01; allusion to, 125^ 169. 
102, 

Jones, Mr., of Boston, allusion to, 103. 
Jones, Mrs., of Boston, diarist meets, 

102; and characterizes, 103. 
Jopp(5, fishing hamlet near Newbury* 

port, UL : note on, 141. 
" Junius's Letters," diarist peruses, 70, 

m 

" Justinian. Inatitutes of," diarist reads, 
K. 

Kellogg, Rev. Elijah, allusion to, and 

note on. 137. 
Kellogg, Samuel, college friend of dia* 

rist, allusion to. and note on, 123. 
Kendall, Kphralm, allusion to, and note 
on, 143. 

Kendal), Samuel, atluaion to, 21; note 

concerning, 'IL 
Kent, Abigail, marries Thomas Welsh, 

Kilham, Dr. Daniel, of Newburyport. 
diarist dines with, 22: biographical 
notice of, 22.; loans music to diarist, 
S4 ; allusion to, M. 45, 46. 47. 66, 01 : 
opposes Federal Constitution, 01 and 
note ; allusion to, 09^ 7L li. 10. 77^ 
80. OOj drives to Exeter. 100; 
allusion to, 101 ; opposed to Federal 
Constitution, 105, ^ ; note on, lOfi ; 
allusion to. 110. 118. 140. 16L 

Kimball, Jacob, unable to obtain his 
degree at Harvard College, 1788,160. 

Kimball, Rer. True, preaches at Haver- 
hill, ITj biographical note concern- 
ing, 12; diarist's criticism of. IZ; 
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preacYies at Newbuiyport, M ; diarist 
licars an old sermon bjr, lliL 

King, Uufus, allusion to, as student 
with Theophilus Parsons, 11 ; elected 
delegate to Mass. Federal Constitu- 
tional Convention, M.; note oo, M; 
allusion to, 70. 

Kirkland, Rev. John Thornton, DM., 
diiirist meets at Braintree, ^ ; bio- 
graphical note on, &1 ; pronounces 
Latin oration at Harvard, lifi. 

Kissing, diarist's Gc-utimcuts concern- 
ing. 78, Z3. 

Kittredge, Dr. Thomaa, of AndoTer, 
diarist risits, 122 ; note on, 122. 

Kittredge, ilrs. Dr., allusion to, 122. 

Kniglit, Lucy, allusion to, 95i diarist 
cliaracterizes, iiij; allusion to, 97, 
100. IM ; diarist criticises, liiL 

Knox, Vicessimug, reference to, and 
note on h'u criticism uf GiblHui's 
"Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire," 113.; the "Liberal Educa- 
tion" of; 115. 

L. 

La Lnzeme, ChtvalUr de, comes to 
United States in company with the 
Adamses, Q. 

Langdon, John, a delegate to Kow 
Hiimpshire Federal Convention, Ifli ; 
note on, IM. 

Lanmnn, James, fellow traveller with 
diarist to Providence, lU ; note on, 
111 ; allusion to, 172. 173. IIL 

Laugh ton, Margaret, marries Jotm 
Tracy, note on, SL 

Lawyers, public antipathy to, fil ; ex- 
tended note on, 67j, hSt ; diarist writes 
his mother concerning, IZ.. 

Learned, Ebenczer. allusion to, 63; 
note on, 53j diarist's characteriza- 
tion of, 53i allusion to, 144. 167. 

leathers, Mrx., of Newburyport, 16_; 
dinrist takes rooms with, 30, 22 ; 
allusion to, and characterization of, 
lA; diarist leaves 1i>dgings of, 

Lee, Henry, JieprtsaUatice in Congrtu, 
alluoion to, 177. 

Lee, Mary, marries Nathaniel Tracy, 
note on, 111- 

Lec, Mr., diarist alludes to, Ifl- 

Leonard, Dr., passenger with John 



Adams from Europe, 151 ; risits 
latter at Braintree, 161 ; imprisoned 
in England for planning to ship 
machinery to America, IM; visits at 
Braintree, 151, 1S2. 

"Leopard," Providence and Newport 
packet, 112. 

L'Ktombe, Le Sieur de, French con- 
sul, present at ^ B K meeting at 
Cambridge, 1B6 ; compliments diar- 
ist, the orator, 1C6 ; note on, liliL 

" Letters of a Chinese Pliilosopher," by 
Goldsmith, diarist reads, iiiL 

Leyden, University of, J. Q. Adams a 
student at, 7j latter's regard for, L 

"Liberal Education," of Vicessimus 
Knox, diarist reads and comments 
thereon, 116. 

Lincoln, Abner, college classmate of 
dinrist, 211; alUisinn to, 21; bioprapii- 
ical note concerning, 21; tiisimtant 
at Hanrard Commencement, 1788, 
IM; in list of graduates, 1788, IMl 

Lincoln, Gen. Beitjuniin, allusion to, 
24, 62 ; mill of, at Ilingham, 54j 
allusion to, 83; candidate for lieu- 
tenant-governor, 119. 120; elected 
lieutenant-governor, 140. 

Lincoln, Benjamin (Jr.), death of, re- 
corded, &6j note on. fifi. 

Lincoln, lieo. Henry, allusion, comment 
and note on, 1113 ; allusion to, lfi7- 

Lincoln, town of, allusion to, 55, SiL 

Lithgow, Cen. William, allusion to, 
note, 140. 

Little, George, descendants of, note on, 
104. 

Little, George T., allusion to, 15. 

Little, Moses, classmate of diarist, Ih ; 
biographical note on, loj diarist's 
characterization of, 15j pathetic epi> 
taph of, 15 ; allnsifm to, 80, ^4, 
80,40,41,42,4i.4G^4L(lLll^(i^ 
67i 7L 72, 76, 79. 80j is offered 
"subject" by sexton, fil ; allusion 
to. 82, 84. 88.93. 96. 102. 100. 114. 
116. 130; is inoculated for smallpox, 
132 ; allusion to. 135. 166, 167, 1112. 

Little. Richard, allusion to, 16. 

Lloyd, James, allusion to, note, 149. 

Louis XVI., allu!<ion to, "L 

Lowell, John, orator before 4> B K, 26, 
27; dinrist characterizes same, 27j 
note cuocemiog, 21 
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Lowell, Juihj^ Jr>hn, nlluxion to, 27j 
builder of mansion nt Newburyport, 
SI ; alluHion to, fiil 

Lowfll, /.Vr. John, pastor at Xewburj- 
port, iiL 

IL 

Madison, .Tames, Rtpresentativt in Con- 

gn sf, allusion to, 1"7- 
Maiden bridge, allusion to, 6£L 
Marblehead, tonu of, allusion to, 2L 

111. 

ilartmis, ^f., comes to the United 
States m companr with the Adamses, 
fi: pirasfd with young J. Q. Adams, 
(L the latter teaches him English, 
lauds the young man's attainments, 
2 ; anecdote of, Q, L 

Mart-hant, Henry, diarist rislts at New- 
port, and note on, 172. 173. 174. 

Marine Society of Newburyport, Capt. 
Hodge a founder of, ilti. 

Marquand, Joseph, allusion to, 112, 

Marquand, Mrt. .foseph. allusion to, 
11!:^ ; note on, 10^ ; allusiun to, 103, 
LiL 

Marsh, Cof>t., allusion to, GiL 

Marsh, Jonathan, elected representa- 
tive in the General Court, 132 ; note 
on Li2. 

Marteguos, Chfvnlier Mncearty dc, dines 
with John Adams at Itraintree, likL 

Massachusetts Historical Society, diary 
of J. Q. Adams communicated to, 8i 
reproduces diary in Proceedings, Si 
James Winthrop one of the founders 
of. IIL 

Mathematics at Harvard, comment 

concerning, 2L 
McHard, .l/r., allusion to, 02- 
Mcliitier, , prosecutes case for 

slander, oiL 
McKeen. /fee. Joseph, preaches at New- 

boryport 136; note on, IM, 
McKinstry. Sarah, diarist meets, 48j 

note on, ifl. 
McKinstry, Dr. William, nlltipfon to. iS. 
McPherson, CapL, of riiilatUlfihia. lliL 
Mead, Samuel, college friend of diarist, 

allusion to and characterization of, 

in note on, 123. 
Med ford, town of, diarist alludea to 



Medway, town of, allusion to, 2L 
Menotomy, parish of, allusion to, 127. 
Mercer, Judge James, allusiun to, -tb. 
Merrill, Mr., of Newburyport, allusion 
to, 1112- 

Meyer, J/r., diarist meets at Newport, 

173^ m, 

Milton, John, the poet, allusion to, 173. 
Milton, town of, allusion to, 12H^ loO. 

Moody, Samuel, allusion to, and note 
on, 76^ pays visit to diarist, tiL 

Morland, Mr., allusion to, 115. 

Morris, Uobert, allusion to, n^ic, 177. 

Morris, Tliumas, dines with Julm 
Adams, 177. 

Murray, lUr. John, pastor at Newbury- 
puri, 40j interesting suit of, against 
inhabitants of Salisbury, 40^ £1 ; note 
oonceming same, 40^11 ; diarist crit- 
icises sermon of, 73i note on, 73^ 
queer antic of clock on meeting- 
house of, 81j allusion to, 118; char- 
acterization of, 118; allusiun to, 
note, 137j 158. 

Murray, lite. John (of Gloucester), 
allusion to, 

Mystic, town of, diarist passes through, 

N. 

Napoleon Bonaparte, allusion to, fl. 
Newbury Bridge, allusion to, and note 
on. m 

Newburyport, First Congregational 
Ciiurch ot, observes its 175tli anni- 
versary, 6j its conditition in the 
eighteenth century, 7i people of, 7_l 
allusion to, ^ 25. 28^ diarist entera 
law offlce in, 80^ ciiiwns of, cele- 
brate ratification of Federal Constitu- 
tion, Guv, Hancock visits. 163, 
and reviews troops at. Mi; diarist 
I returns to, IHL 
' Newell. Miis, allusion to, 132^ 
Newell'e fXewhall's] Tavern, Lynn, 

diarist breakfasts at, 12SL 
Newhall, J//m, allusion to, liiL 
Newhall's Tavern, ste Ncwell's Tavern. 
New Ixindon. Conn., town «f, Hi 
Newport, R. diarist visits en route to 
New Yr>rk, 172; describes and com- 
ments on, lli. 
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New York, temporary »eat of United 
8tAtes government, John Adams re- 
moves to, lfi2; diarist makes joarney 
tu, and visits at, 170-178 ; harbor of, 
and approacli to, described, 111}; dia- 
rist arrives at, 17fl. 

Nisi Prius, Builer's, diarist reads, IftQ 

North American Review, extracts from 
J. Q. Adams's diary publislied in, 8. 

North Andover, town of, opposes adop- 
tion of Federal Constitution, 8iL 

Nortli Scliool, Newburyport, note con- 
cerning, ^ 

Norton, Rev. Jacob, marries Elizabeth 
Cranch, nr^e, 42 ; allusion to, nnd 
note on, 127 : diarist ciiuractcrizts, 
1^ ; allusion to, UiL 

Norton, house of Mr., former home of 
diarist's graudfailier at Weymouth, 
diarist visits 146. 

Noyes, Capt., allusion to, 8L 

o. 

" ObserTatlons on the Statutes," Har- 
rington's, diarist reads, 1^ 

Odiornc, George, is married to Dorothy 
Tufts, m ; note on, ^ ; allusion to, 

m 

"Old Brick" Church, Gen. William 
Hull speaks in, before the Cincinnati, 

Old South Me«;ting House, Harrison 

Gray Otis speaks in, 
Oliphant, Dr., fellow passenger with 

diarist 00 voyage to New York, 174. 

175. 

Oliver, Bev. Daniel, preaches at New- 
buryport, 110; diarist not pleased 
with, llOi note on, IIQ, 

Omc, Azor, allusion to, llfL 

Ospood, Peter, allusion to, 38. 

Otis, Harrison Grny, allusion to, 2&; 

speaks in Old South Meeting House, 

148. 

Otis, James, allusion to, 25. 

Otis, Samuel AUyne, allusion to, 25. 

P. 

Packard, Rei\ Aaa, marries Mrs. Ann 
Quincy, 22; note concerning, 22; 



elected a member of ^ B K, 27, 28; 
biographical note concerning, 2B. 
Packard, Hezekiah, diarist alludes to, 
2Q ; biographical note concerning, 2Q ; 
allusion to, 22^ 23^ 26, 27^ 28^ 36. 66. 
122. m 

Packet, between Boston and Hingham, 
54; between Providence and New- 
port (Leopard), 172 ; Ix-tween New- 
port and New York (Uaaibkr), 112. 

Paine, Joshua, biographical note con- 
cerning, 26. 

Paine, Robert, takes part in a Greek 
dialogue at Cambridge, 124. 

Paine. Robert Treat, attorncy-p:eneral 
of Massachusetts, 28j prosecutor in 
Shehane trial, 28^ note concerning, 
28. 

Palmer, Rev. Joseph, allusion to, note. 

Palmer, Ptophen, part of, at Harvard 
Exiiibilion, and note on, 140. 

Parish, Rev. Elijah, ordination of, at 
Byfitld, allusion to, and note on, II ; 
tLS stuJeiit at Dartmouth College, 
characterization of, 

Parker. J/r., dmcs with diarist at Ha- 
verhill on Thanksgiving Day, 06_i 
diarist comments on wife of, 6(1. 

Parker River (Newbury Bridge), allu- 
sion to, and note on, 1.18- 

Parsons, Theophilus. J. Q. Adams a 
student in office of, &; succeeds Fran- 
cis Dana as Chief Justice of Supreme 
Court, 6j note concerning, ID ; diarist 
alludes to, 14; biographical note con- 
cerning, 14; diarist enters office of, 
; arrives fVora Boston, 33j allusion 

to, 34i ^ iL 42» 46. 49, GO. fJL 

63; elected delegate to Massachu- 
setts Federal Convention. 64; diarist 
lauds, OOj diarist plays draughts 
with, Zii allusion to. 72. TS^PL 
82»94.96.96.aS.100.102.106. 106. 
110. 111. 112. 114. 116. 118. 120. 122. 
127 ; elected representative to the 
General Court, 132; allusion to, 133. 
134. 138. 141. 149. ICQ. 106, 107. m 
Parsons, Mrs. Theophilus, allusion to, 
140 

Parsons, William, allusion to, and 
note on, M; attempt at wit, of, 6Q; 
diarist characterizes, OQ; aUusion to, 

m. 
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FHtten. Misa, of Rhode laUnd, allosion 
to, 124. 

Peabody, Mr., of Exeter. N. diariit 
lodges at house of, 100; and dines, 

Perkins, — , manages a danoe at 

Hingbam. i^L 
Peterson, C'a/rf., of packet " Rambler," 

172^m. 

Phelps, Henry, prif^u'^te of Ilanrard 
College. 1788, liiiL 

Phi Beta KapfM Sodety, meeting of, 21^ 
2o. '2i>; elects nffii;i-rs,'26^ allusion to 
members uf, 21 ; Bancroft, Packard, 
and Barker, elected members of, 2ti; 
invites diarist to speak before it, 
159; diarist delivers oration before, 
16') ; allusion to meeting of, 1780, 

Phillips, John, college friend of diarist, 
20; elected treasurer of ♦BK, 26i 
note concerning, 2fi; allusion to, 
123, L21 ; pronounces salutatory ora- 
tion at Commencement, 1788, 153 ; 
in list of graduates, 1788, 166j allu- 
sion to, ML Ufl- 

Phillips, Miu, allusion to, 11£ 133. 

Pickering, John, argues for ratification 
of Federal Constitution, IflQ; diarist 
comments thereon, IM; uoUi on, 
ino- 

Pickering, Timothy, William Stedman 

lodges with, LL 
Pickman, Benjamin (Sr.), allusion to, 

Pickman, Benjamin (Jr.), becomes fel- 
low-student with diarist at office of 
Theophilns Parsons, 1122 ; note on, 
102; allusion to, jOj, 107, 106, 109. 

110, 111. U4. 115, 120, 121. 12'.», 1?X), 
131. 134, 135, 1^). 137, 138. 140. 141, 
142, llLloLML 

Pitt, William, allusion to, a. 

"Plefis and rioBdinps." Raeon's, diar 
rist begins perusal of, 143. 1 hA , 

"Pleas of the Crown," Wlllinm Haw- 
kins's, diarist takes np, 1S4 ; note on, 
134 ; continues reading, 136; com- 
pletes reading, liiL 

Plymouth, town of, allusion to, 128, 

mL 

Poetry, diarisf a dislike for. 88. 
Point Judith, diarist passes on royage 
to New York, Hi. 



Popkin. PKtr. JoTm S , nllusinn to, 21. 

I'orter, litv. Hun ting loo, aUusiou to, 
and note on, 137. 

Porter, Mr., aUusion to, ISj note con- 
cerning, Ifi; infant child of, annoys 
diarist, IS. 

Portitmouth, N. 27., town of, allusion 
to, 30, 37^ 42, IfiL 

Pownalbornagh, J/e., town of, allusion 
to. 148. 149. 

Presbury, Mary, wife of Jonathan 
Green leaf, note, 139 

Prescott, James, graduate of Harvard 
College, 1788, 1^ 

Priestley, Dr. Joseph, diarist read* 
work by, 146, ISA. 

Prince, Mis; allusion to, IM ; charac- 
terization of, 10^ 

Prout, Lydia, note on, dl^ 

I'rout, William Wel*tcd, allniifon to, 
and note on, 1^ ; marries Sally Jen- 
kins. 142. 

Providence, R. diarist visits, on jour- 
ney to New York, 17<>. IIJ ; descrip- 
tion of, IIL 112 ; Supreme Court in 
session at, 112. 

Putnam, Samuel, student with The- 
ophilus Parsons, 16j biographical 
note concerning, 15j allusion to, 40, 
42i44j45,4tL&iL^!jL^<>3iC7, 
6y,70,n,7G,81,H2,K4i^§§.^ 

0L21L1^0L10IL102, io*j, 107. ma: 

described as in love, 109 : allusion 
to, in, 112, 114, m lASi diarist 
chameterifes. 118; allusion to, 120. 
m, 13^ Kia, 135, 130x 1^ 13?i 140. 
167. 16C>. 1(30. 162. 1G3. 104. Ififi. 
Putnam, Miuy allusion l<i, M; diarist 
meets, and characterizes, ^^8^ 2ji ; 
allusion to, IQQ. 



Q. 

Qninctilian, Mr. Parsons advises diarist 

to read, QL. 
Qnincy, town of, alluBion to, 9, 
Quincy, 3/rs. Ann, allusiuo to, 22 ; 

biographical note concerning, 22; 

diarist visiU, m 115. 
Quin<7, Anna, marries John Tbaxter, 

Qnincy, Dorothy, allusion to, 83. 
Quiucy, Edmund, aUusion to, 22. 
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Qulncj, Col, Jolin, allasion to, 17^ 53^ 
55. li& 

Quincy, ilr$. Joiiah (Jr.), allusion to, 

14fi 

Qaincy, Lucy, allusion to, ID. 

Quincy, Nancy, allusiou to, 2i; nolo 
on, 22; diariit meets at Uarertiill, 
41 \ allasion to, as having b«en ill, 
1^ 

Quincy, Norton, " My Uncle Quincy," 
diarist risits. 55j note on, ^±}Jl a'lu- 
sion to, and uote on, ; Mrs. Abl- 
gail Adams Tisits, \i£L 

** Rambler," packet, between Newport 
and New York, diarist takes poseago 
on, 122. 

Rand, X)r., of Cambridge, allusion to, 

1f>7. 

Read, Mr., of Salera, diarist visiU, 128. 
Read, Nathan, resigns tutorsliip at 

Cambridge, lOj biograpliical note 

couceroiog, Ifl. 
Redingtoo, Mr., allusion to. 62. 
Religion, diarist's comment on, IM. 
Rice, Col. Nathan (Jr.), gives dinner 

party at Hingham, 62.; note on, &2; 

allusion to. 63. feL 
Rice, Rev. Nathan (Sr.), allusion to, r>2, 
Riclimond Hill, residence of Vice-Presi- 
dent John Adams, in New York, 116. 
RoberU, Miu, allusion to, 130, lOL 
Robertson's "Charles V.," diarist 

reads, 30^ comments upon, 90j note 

conceminp, ^ 32. 
Rocliefoucauld, Due d« la, quotation 

from, IdB. 
Romain, M., fellow loflger with diarist 

at Mrs. Leathers's, Newburyport, 

168; allusion to, 162. IM. 
Rousseau's " Confessions," diarist 

rends, 35^ his comment on, aiL 
Russell, , of HaTerhill, diarist 

visits, 47. 

Russell, Daniel, allusion to, lOS. IM. 

8. 

Sainneville, MarquU de, dines with 

John Adnms at Braintree, IMi 
St John's Day, obsenrance of, Z&. 



Salem, town of, allasion to, 61^ ^ 111. 
116. 129. 

Salisbury, town of, allusion to, 102. 114. 

Sanders, Daniel Clarke, disputant at 
Harvard Commencement, 1788, 154 ; 
note on, ilti ; in list of graduates, 166. 

Sandwich, town of, allusion to, £2. 

Sargcant, Judye Nathaniel Peaslee, 
diarist pays a visit to, 13j bio- 
graphical note concerning, LI; diarist 
dines with, 18^ 22; allusion to. 48. 66, 
12L 

Sawyer, Dr. Micajah, diarist visits, IM ; 

note on, 104: allusion to, 108, llfl. 
Sawyer, J/r«. Micajah, allusion to, and 

note on, IM. 
Sawyer. William, allusion to, and note 

on, 110; characterization of. 110 ; 

allusion to, 114. 121; graduate of 

Harvard, cUss of 1788, IM. 
Sawyer, William (the first of that 

name), descendants of, note on, 104. 
Sawyer's Tavern, tee Sohier's Tavern. 
Searle, George, allusion to, note, IM. 
Searle, ifrs. George, allusion to, IBL 
" Seasons," Thomson's, quotation from, 

133. 

Sedgwick, Theodore, member of Fed- 
eral Constitutional Convention, alla- 
sion to, 86. 

Setden, Mrs., of Virginia, allusion to, 
36. 

"Sensible," French frigate, conveys 
John Adams and his son to Amer- 
ica, 6; John Adams returns to Eu- 
rope on, I. 

"Sentimental Journey," Sterne's, allu- 
sion to, 18. 

Sewnll, David, Judge of Supreme Court 
of MastacliuRettii, 211 ; allusion to, and 
note on, M; allusion to, 16L 

Sewall, Stephen, allusion to, 1112. 

Shakespeare, " .Measure for Measure," 
quotation from, &]j diarist reads 
historical piny of, 84^ "Twelfth 
Night," quotation from, 82; 
"Othello," quoUtion from, 166; 
" II Henry IV.," quotation fh>m, 
107; allusion to. Hi. 

Shaw, Capt., of packet " Rambler," IZ&. 

Shaw, Rev. John, biographical note 
concerning, llj allusion to, 16i 18j 
diarist visits at Haverhill, 47j allu- 
sion to, 48, 40. 60| 68i Thanksgiving 
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Day Bermon of, 0& ; allndon to, 67. 
91, 100. 121. 145. 140. 157. 103. IfiL 
Shaw, Mrs., alliuioD to, 92^ 145, 146, 

Shaw, Josiah C-, takes port in a Greek 
dialogue at Cambridge, 12^ 

Shays's Ilebellion, alluiion to, 9^ 
diarist conimeiits on leuiency shown 
to participators in, 83j allusioa to, 

Sheep-stealing, penalty for, AL. 

Sbchune, John, on trial for burglary at 
Boston, '2&; diarist listens to trial, 
and comments thereon, ^ 29; con- 
victed and sentenced to death, ; 
diarist comments on sentence, 2^; 
diarist comments on leniency shown 
to participators in iSh:t^'&'» Kebellion, 
33. 

Shenstone, William, allusion to, 174. 

Shute, lief. Daniel, at ordiaatioa of 
Henry Ware, 62; note on, 62. 

Sifldons, J/rs. Sarah, allusion to, 103. 

SigDurtiey, Mr., allusion to, LLi, 

Slave- trade, Benjamin Abbot speaks col- 
lege oratiivn on, Lil ; produces com- 
mercial prosj^erity of Ne wpor t ( U. 

m. 

Sleii,'hing party, diarist pocs on, SL 
Smull-pux, breaks out ia New bury port, 
132. 

Smith, Dr. (of Newburyport), allusion 

to, OL 93. ^ m 

Smith, Miss, allusion to, 93^ M ; diarist 
"makes up" a misunderstanding 
with, 98; allusion to, 100, llO^ m 

Smith, Mrs. Abigail Adams, diarist aU 
ludes to, Al ; note on, ii. 

Smith, C. C, editor of Massachusetts 
Historical Society, 81 Adams's diary 
placed in hands of, fi; reproduces 
diary in Proceedings of Society, & 

Smith, Mits Elizabeth, daughter of 
Deacon Isaac, diarist visits in Bos- 
ton, Gii; note on, 55; allusion to, as 
" Betsey," 146^ Iffll 

Smith, Mrs. Elizabeth Q., allusion to, UL 

Smith, Rev. Hczckiah, diarist alludes 
to, 17, 18; biographical note concern- 
iiig> ]3. ; allusion to, SSi 

Smith, Lknron Isaac, allusion to, 26; 
note concerning, 25j note concern- 
ing, 32; death of, 49^ note concern- 
ing, ISL • 



Smith, Rev. Isaac, elected librarian of 
Harvard College. 20; biographical 
note concerning, 20^ diarist visits, 
125. 

Smith, Mist S., of Sandwich, partner 
of diarist at a dance at Hinghara, 62. 

Smith V. Brown, cose of. 8^ ; diarist lis- 
tens to, and comments on, 32. 

Smith, William, allusioa to, note 
on, 82; allusioa to, 66; diarist 
lodges with, 66; nlhision to, 166. liia. 

Sohier (Sawyer), William, 

Sohier's (Sawyer's) Tavern, New- 
buryport, diarist visits with friends, 
30.87, 42; joins sleighing party to, 
81; diarist visits with brother Charles 
and otliers, 90j sleiching jwrty to, 
M; diarist visits, l.'.l. i:;<3. l£L 

Southbridge, town of, allusion to, 52. 

Sprague's, W. B., " Annals of American 
Pulpi^" quoted, 13. 

Spring, Rev. Gardiner, allusion to, 63. 

Spring, Rev. Samuel, pastor of North 
Church, Newburyport. SI; diarist 
attends lecture by, !22 ; note on, 62^ 
C3 ; diarist criticises and clmracter- 
ize*. ; allusion to. GS^ lOo^ 108, 110. 
116. 132, 139. 168. ML 

Starcy, George, allusion to, SI; note 
on, iilj allusion to, 41. 110. IH, 114. 
116. 121. 182. 137. 180. Ul, 14:]. 157. 
158, 150, 160. IGl. iti:;. ULL 

Stage lines, note concerning, LiiL 

Stark, Maj. Caleb, about to marry 
McKinstry, IH; note on, 

Stark, MaJ.-Gen. John, allusion to, 48. 

Stedman, William, diarist alludes to, 
li; biop-aphical note concerning, 
li ; allusion to, 15. 24. 30. 3L 42, 06, 
5L 124i 128i nurrics Aliiiy EUery, 
note, 172. 

Stewart, Mr., fellow passenger with 
diarist on voyage to Newport, Hfi, 

Stlk'S, Ezra, President of Yale College, 
diarist meets daughter of, at New- 
port, 173 

Stone, Michael, Representative in Con- 
gress, allusion to, 177. 

Storer, Deacon Ebenezer, diarist dinea 
with, 55 ; note on, 65; diarist dines 
with, 144, 160. 

Story, Rev. Mr., preaches at Newbury- 
port, 102. 

Street, Mitt, diarist alludes to, 22. 



INDEX. 



201 



Strong, Caleb, member of Federal Con- 
•titutional Convention, nllution to,&iL 

Sturbridgo, town of, alluaion to, 20^ ^ 

Saicide, of Ben. Hooper. 89, 2Q; diarist 
descants upon subject of, il£L 

SulIivAn, Francis S., Lectures of, dia- 
rist takes up, M ; note on, ; allusion 
to, and criticifim of, 70, H; diarist 
completes reading of, 22. 

Sullivan, Gov. Jnmes, counsel in case 
Smith r. Brown, note on, 3Q; 
counsel in case at Cambridge, 
anecdote of, [£. ; diarist characterizes, 
ailuKion to, 143. 

Sullivan, Gen. John, allusion to, SO. 

Sullivan, John, Greek dialogue of, with 
Thomas B. Adams, at Uarvard Ex- 
hibition, 14t>. 

Sumner, It)crrase, judge of the Su- 
preme Court of Massachusetts, 2dj 
allusion to, and note on, QSL 

Sweden, diarist recalls his visit to, 02; 
note on, QU. 

Swett, Dr. John 6., allusion to, 13 ; 
Moses Little, student in office of, Ifij 
allusion to, gfL Mopraphical notice 
of, 'ASi; as cinssmatc uf Tracy, 
allusion to, 44j diarist advises witli, 
6ii; allusion to, 68» 80^ 82^ 88^ 104, 
130. mL 

Swett, ^frs. Dr., characterized by dia- 
rist, 68, OOj note on, 68j diarist com- 
ments on, h2 ; allusion to, 104. 

Sjmmes, lUv. William, allusion to, 88; 
biographical note on, 38^ opposes 
Federal Constitution, 38. AS. ; allusion 
to, U ; allusion to, and note on, lfi7- 



T. 

Tappan, Amoa, disputant at Jlarrard 
Commencement, 1788, IM; in list of 
graduates, 1788, 1^ 

Tappan, liev. David, preaches at 
Kewburyport, 12i diarist's charac- 
terizati(m of. 12j biographical note 
concerning, 12, IR; pastor at West 
Newbury, 21; classmate of John 
Tracy, Slj preaches at Newbury- 
port, LliL 

Taunton, town of, allusion to, 162. 
Taylor, Miss, of Boston, visit* at New- 
buryport, 1A2. 



Thachcr, , disputant at Ilarrani 

Exhiliition, 14ti. 
Thanksgiving Day, diarist observes, 

GO. 

Thaxter, Caleb, of Hingham, diarist 
dines with, at Hingham, i note on, 
62 ; diarist sups with, 54 ; diarist 
rides to Boston in company with, &iL 

Thaxter, John (Sr.), of Hingham, dia- 
rist visits, 53j note on, 53. 

Thaxter, John (Jr.), of Haverhill, allu- 
sion to, 13, IG, U ; biographical note 
concerning, 12; allusion to, ifl; con- 
vivial scene at house of, allusion 
to, ill ; is married, G3.; allusion to, 
74, ^iLlli ML 121. 14-".. ITu, 1G7. 

Thaxter, Mrs. John, of Haverhill, allu- 
sion to, co^ m. 

Thaxter, Quiocy, allusion to, and note 
on, M ; alluaion to, 1 ''2- 

Thompson, Tliomas, allusion to, 14 : 
opposes his son's desire to read law, 
SI ; diarist comments thereon, 31j 
allusion to, l.iO. 

Thompson, Thomas W., diarist alludes 
to, 11; biofrraphical note concerning, 
14, 15j fellow student with diarist at 
Newburyport, 30j engages in teach- 
ing school, SI ; father tjpposes hia 
intent to read law, ill ; diarist com- 
ment* thereon, 21; allusion to, 33. 

40, 42,44, 4o,4G,C0,(JlLf]^GLiL^ 
b4^ ^y4, [KL 100, 102, lOtV. 108, 109. 

110. 112. Ill, no, ivL LliJ, 120, 

130. \Zl, 132. 133. 135. 130. 137, lOS, 
18'.». 140. 141. 157. 169. 160. IGl. 1G2. 

Thomson's " Seasons," quotation from, 

m. 

Tliurston, Rev. Benjamin, member of 
New Hampshire Federal Constitu* 
tional Convention, 101 ; diarist criti- 
cises speech of, 101 ; note on, lOL 

Tillotson. John, Archbishop, allusion to 
sermon by, and note on, 131. 

"Timothy Dexter House," allusion to, 
83. 

Titcomb, Gen. Jonathan, reviews troops, 
47. 4fl; note on, 41 ; elected delegate 
to Mass. Federal Constitutional Con- 
vention, QL. 

" Tom Jones," Fielding's, diariat's criti- 
cism of, liL 

Topsfleld, town of, alluiioa to, ^ 
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Tovrnsend, Horatio, fellow student with 
diarist at Newburyport, SO: bio- 
graphical noto concerning, 2Q; dia- 
rist dinei with, 22; allusion to, 22; 
diarist walks with. 34j allusion to, 

86,86, 8L 38. 42. 40^ IL 48, i2. 6ti ; 
diarist characterizes. &1 ; allusion to, 

62. 6L G5. GO, SL IL 16. IL 81j 
^ 8fi [1^ 1^ (to, 'JO, ?L 08^ 22^ 

100,102, mi 105. 10*3, 107. IM. 109. 
110, 114, 1 1 .') ; ndnulted to practice, 
110 ; diarist cluarriutcTizt'S, lU) ; allu- 
sion to. 142. 148. 149. 168. 160. 161. 

162, Id, m 

Townseiid's TaTern, Newport, diarist 

•tops at, 122. 
Tracy, Hannah, allusion to, 82. 
Tracy, John, of Nfwl»uryport, diarist 

Tisits, 81j biographical note on, 81j 

diarist dines with, Sii; note on, Sik; 

allusion to. 80. 00. 05. 83. 1>8. 141. 142. 

148. m 

Tracy, Mr$. John, diarist's comment 
on, 8G, 20. 

Tracy, Nathaniel, brother of John, allu- 
sion to, 89, 66, 111; note on. 111; 
comment on, 112 ; allusion to, ld2x 

Tracy. Capt. Patrick, allualon to, 83, 
IlL 

Training Day, diarist comments on, 32. 

Trvadwell, John Dexter, college friend 
of diarist, 123; graduate of ilarrard 
College, 1788, lifi. 

*' Treatise on Eridence," Sir Geoffrey 
Gilbert, diarist reads, 12L 
Tristram Shandy," allusion to, 106. 

Trowbridge, Judge EdnmnJ, allusion 
to, and note on, 147. 

Tucker. Miss Alice, guest with diarist 
at Miss Cazneau's, 02 ; diarist char- 
acterizes, 67j allusion to, Tlj note 
of, on Kev. Elijah Parish, 21 ; char- 
acterization by, of Samuel Moody, 70; 
characterization by, of MissCazneau, 
22 ; characterization by, of William 
Farnhaui, UlU; characterization by, 
of Nathaniel Tracy, 112. 

Tucker, 72*1'. Dr. John, iripeting-honse 
of, 34 ; note on, S4 ; allusion to, 40. 48, 
40; note on, 49j diarist criticises con- 
gregation of, 5Q; nlluiion to. 62, iili ; 
sermon of, commented upon, 6fi ; 
allusion to, B2 ; sermon of, commented 
upon, 06i allusion to, IIL 163^ IQL 



Tudor, William, counsel in Shehan« 
trial, 22; biographical note concern- 
ing, 2£L 

Tufts. Dr. Cotton, allusion to, ID ; note 

concerning, lOj allusion to, 21, 22. 
2:{. 5G, m. li'',. OL 

Tufts, Cotton (Jr.), marries Dorothy 
Brook*, 43 ; note on, 43. 

Tufts, D'^roUiy, diarist present at mar- 
riage of, to George Odiome, 43 ; 
note on, 43. 

Tufta. Samuel, allusion to. 16. 16. S3. 
87^40, 12; diarist present at marriage 
of daughter of, 13 ; note on, 13 ; 
allusion to, 44,QQ; diarist dines with, 
12fl: calls upon, 12Q; allusion to, 
103. IfiL 

Tufts, Dr. Simon, widow of, alluded 
to, 12. 

Turner, Charles, graduate of Harvard 

College, 1788, liifi. 
Tyng, Dudley Atkins assumea name of, 

3i ; appointed Collector of Tort of 

Newbury port, 3^ 
Tyngsborough, town of, allasion to, M. 



Underwood, Nathan, gradtute of Har> 
Tanl College, 1788, 1^ 



V. 

Vassall, Col. John, allusion to, note, ^^^7 

Vassall, Leonard, dwelling of. prepared 
fur occupancy of John Adams on his 
return from the American mission at 
St. James, 120. 122 ; note on, 126, 12L 

Vattcl's "lAiW of Nature and of 
Nations," diarist perukes, 22; his 
comment thereon, 33, SL 

Vaughan, Mr., allusion to, 168. 

Virginia, ratifies the Federal Constitu- 
tion, ir.o. 

" Vision, The," poem by diarist, quota- 
tion from, 114. 116, 120. 

Vo!>e sisters, Sarah, Margaret, Dolly, 
Nancy, Naomi, note on, 64. 

Vose, Soloiuun, allusion to, and note 
on. bL. 
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W. 

Waltham, town of, alluBion to, 2L 
Ware, Rev. Henry, chosen tutor at 
iianrard College, lU; di>ciines, and 
accepts call as pastor at Hingham, 12 ; 
biographical note concerning', 19j 
elected president of '4> B K. 25. 2&: 
allusion to, 21 ; onUdned and settled 
at Hinghani, 51^52^£kl; allusion to, 
128 ; orator at Harvard Commence- 
ment, 1788, loL 
Warland's, of Cambridge, allusion to, 

Warren, George, visits diarist, IfiL 
Warren, Harry, allusion to, lESL 
Warren, Gen. James, of Braintree, allu- 
sion to, 128 ; criticism of, 1^ 
Warren, Mr». Gen., of Braintree, allu- 

sion to, 1^ 148, 150, 15L 
Warren, Dr. {Gen.) Joseph, Samuel 
Adams, Jr^ studies medicine with, 
fiL 

Warren, Joseph (Jr.), son of Gen. 
Joseph Warren, allusion to, 22; 

note concerning, ^ 
Washington, George, allusion to, 9, 41; 
John Phillips has college oration 
on, 123 : dines with Vice-President 
Adams, 176; visits Hcvr England, 
178. 122. 

Waterhousc, Benjamtn, diarist meets, 
at Cambridge, 124, 12a; note on, 
124. m ; allusion to. 144. Ifig. 

Waterman, Foster, disputant at Har- 
vard Exhibition, 1788, l-ifi- 

Waters, Mr., visitor at Richard 
Cranch's, 12L 

Watc-rston, Rev. R. C, allusion to, M. 

Watts, Miss J. C, editorial work of, on 
Adams's diary, L 

Weather, New England, diarist com- 
ments upon, 82. 

Webber, Samuel, note concerning, 19j 
allusion to, 76, 128. 

Webster, Daniel, correspondence of, 
referred to, lH 

Webster, Rev. Samuel, preaches at 
Newburyiwrt, HI ; note on, 141, liiS. 

Weir River, Gen. Lincoln's mill on, 54. 

Welch, Francis, biographical note con- 
cerning, U ; allusion to, 1l>0, IM. 

Welch, Mrs., allusion to, USL 

Weld, Rev. Ezra, diarist alludes to, 22 ; 



biogmphical note concerning, 22 ; 
allusion to, 10£ 12L 

Welsh, JJr. Thomas, allusion to. 25: 
note conccminp, 26. 

Wendell, Mr., diarist meets and char- 
acterizes, fiZ ; eccentric acts of, SB. 

Wendell, M>'ss, allusion to, 13<j, 139. 

Wenham, town of, alluded to, ItL 

West, Rev. Dr. Steplien, allusion to,Q2. 

West, Rev. Samuel, classmate of John 
Adjuns, visits latter, 153; note on, 
Ifia. 

West, Samuel, graduate of Harvard 
College, 17b8, 

West Church, Boston, Rev. Simeon 
Howard pastor at, 2B. 

Wetmore, William, counsel in Shehane 
trial, 28i biographical note concern- 
b)g,28.22. 

Weymouth, town of, diarist visits, 21; 
allusion to. 12H. lifi. 

Whipping, punishment for crime, 4!L 

White, John, diarist dines with, 12; 
biograpiiical note concerning, 12j 
diarist visiu, 03^ 06, 02, 121^ liiL 

White, Leonarti, biographical note con- 
cerning, 12^ diarist visits, 16, 18j 
aUusion to, 47, 4H, 50, G3, 60, 87, 88^ 
91, 92 ; marries Mary Dalton, 104; 
allusion to, 121, liiL 

Wibird, Reo. Anthony, diarist alludes 
to, 22j biographical note concerning, 
22; diarist visits, 65; listens to sermon 
by, 125, 126, 145, 140^ ISOj diarist 
criticises, IM ; listens to, 152, 

Wier, Robert, graduate of Harvard 
College, 1788, IHL 

Wipglesworth, Dr. Edward, dSarist al- 
ludes to, 15^ biographical note con- 
cerning, 15j allusion to. 24. 28. 66, 
83; note on, lill ; allusion to. 124, 155. 

Wiggleswortli, Margaret (I'eggy ), allu- 
sion to, 16. 16. 56, 12fi. 

Wigglesworth, Sarah, allusion to, and 
note on, 107. 

Wilkius, Mrs., fellow passenger with 
diarist on voyage to New York, llfi. 

Wlllard, Joseph, President of Harvard 
CoHege, ooto concerning, IQ; diarist's 
criticism of, 10, 2A ; allusion to, 28, III; 
presides at Commeocerneot of 1788, 
153; checks applause at Commence- 
ment exercises, IM ; confers degrees, 
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Willard. Sophia, aUmlon to» 94; note 

conccruiiig, 24. 
WilliAins. Dr., alludon to, 49. 
'VVilH uni, Kcuel. aUtttion tOflMKc, 149; 

allusion to, 1^ 
WUIiaau, Saimid (Br.), note on, 

Ms AUwl«m to, 128 
WUOiuM, Samoel (Jr.), daatraate of 

dlariat. ■Uittloa to, M; note on, M; 

allusion to, G2, SH, 128. 
WUIU, Capt. Beujamin, diariat alludes 

to, 18 ; biographical note cooovnitng, 

IS. 

Wilmington, town of, diariat alludea to, 
11; Tffttt. 18; dinei at. 51; diarist 
passes through, 1'7. 

Winniaimet feny, alluaioa to, 165. 

Winalow, ibv. Edward, ao(^ 174; 
danghim of, are fellow passengera 
with diariat oa voyage to ilew ¥ork, 
174. 

Winslow, 3/r., of Mewbrnyport, aOv* 

•ion to, 41, 49. 
Winthrop, Uon. James, resigns as 
librarten at Barvard, 19; Uograph- 
ical note ennceming, 19 ; one of the 
founders of the Masaachusetta His- 
torical Society, 19; aUiMioii to, 24, 
111. 

Winthrop. Thomas L., Litut.-Gov^ 
alluafoQ to^ note, 149. 



Wit, diarist discasses, 60. 
Wilherspoon, Jitv, Dr. John, allusicm 

to, as. 

Wnbtirn, town oi( diarist paiaea 

through, 157. 
Wood's *'Iiutilataa of the Lawe of 

Knf^Iiind," reference to, 107; diarist 
reads, 140; noto on, HO. 
Woodward, ifr., of BnUntiee, aOnrioo 

to, 106. 

Wriglit, J/r., trarelUng companion of 

diariit on journey to Provldenee, 171, 

and to No«- York, 175. 
Wright, -S/r Martin, " Law of Tcnurea" 

of. diarial reads. 43; note on. 43; 

diarist completes rtadinp of. 111. 
Wyer, Capt. William, of New buiyport, 

KealauB for aUoption irfFeteal Con* 

•titntion, 4A; noto 01^ 46; ■Ilnslon 

to, 72. 

Wycth, Tapley, allusion to, and noto 
00,129. 

T. 

" Yorick's Secret," allusion to, 
Yorick's Sermons, allusioa to, and note 
on, 70. 

Yoimg, r>r. Darid, seeks to prosecute 
participants in Hhays'a Kebellioo, 
Ihrperionalii4iims.ia0l 
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